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Anthills of the Savannah is a novel nominee for the 1987 Booker McConnell Prize by well-known author Chinuah Achebe. In this novel, Chris Oriko is the Commissioner of Information as a cabinet member in Africa, which is a role appointed to him by the President of the country, who is also a childhood friend of Chriss. Chris finds himself struggling
with Ikem, who is also a childhood friend, and the person Chris has appointed as the editor of the areas newspaper, the Gazette. In addition to Chriss struggle with Ikem on a professional level, there also seems to be a personal conflict pertaining to Ikems friendship with Chriss girlfriend, Beatrice. Two years prior to the novel beginning, there was a
coup in Africa that put the current President, His Excellency into power. At the time and throughout the novel, it appears his Excellency is running the country as a democratic dictatorship. This form of government, however, is challenged throughout the novel and results in a conflict between the politicians, the friends and the country as a whole.
Once Chris realizes the political unrest in the country is about to cause a problem and he sees the signs of trouble on the horizon, he jumps into action to undercut His Excellency and remove him from power, but in an indirect way. Chris uses the power of the written word and news stories, rather than attacking and murdering the President to get
him out of office so things can change for the better in the country. Ultimately, the coup occurs, but not without the loss of life of several of the characters in the novel in the process.Chinua Achebe (/tnw tb/, born Albert Chinualumogu Achebe; 16 November 1930 21 March 2013) was a Nigerian novelist, poet, professor, and critic. His first novel
Things Fall Apart (1958) was considered his magnum opus, and is the most widely read book in modern African literature.Raised by his parents in the Igbo town of Ogidi in South-Eastern Nigeria, Achebe excelled at school and won a scholarship for undergraduate studies. He became fascinated with world religions and traditional African cultures, and
began writing stories as a university student. After graduation, he worked for the Nigerian Broadcasting Service (NBS) and soon moved to the metropolis of Lagos. He gained worldwide attention for Things Fall Apart in the late 1950s; his later novels include No Longer at Ease (1960), Arrow of God (1964), A Man of the People (1966), and Anthills of
the Savannah (1987). Achebe wrote his novels in English and defended the use of English, a "language of colonisers", in African literature. In 1975, his lecture An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad's "Heart of Darkness" featured a famous criticism of Joseph Conrad as "a thoroughgoing racist"; it was later published in The Massachusetts Review amid
some controversy.When the region of Biafra broke away from Nigeria in 1967, Achebe became a supporter of Biafran independence and acted as ambassador for the people of the new nation. The war ravaged the populace, and as starvation and violence took its toll, he appealed to the people of Europe and the Americas for aid. When the Nigerian
government retook the region in 1970, he involved himself in political parties but soon resigned due to frustration over the corruption and elitism he witnessed. He lived in the United States for several years in the 1970s, and returned to the U.S. in 1990 after a car accident left him partially disabled.A titled Igbo chieftain himself, Achebe's novels
focus on the traditions of Igbo society, the effect of Christian influences, and the clash of Western and traditional African values during and after the colonial era. His style relies heavily on the Igbo oral tradition, and combines straightforward narration with representations of folk stories, proverbs, and oratory. He also published a number of short
stories, children's books, and essay collections. From 2009 until his death, he served as David and Marianna Fisher University Professor and Professor of Africana Studies at Brown. Bio from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Photo by Stuart C. Shapiro [GFDL (, CC-BY-SA-3.0 ( or CC BY 3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 ( ], via Wikimedia Commons.This paper provides a
comprehensive summary and analysis of Chinua Achebe's novel "Anthills of the Savannah," including the author's background, thematic explorations, character analyses, and the socio-political context of the narrative. The novel critiques both military and civilian governments in Nigeria, highlighting the pervasive political corruption and moral decay
present in both systems. It also discusses major themes such as neo-colonialism, leadership, and the representation of women, while offering study questions to deepen understanding of the text.Jump to ratings and reviewsChris, Ikem and Beatrice are like-minded friends working under the military regime of His Excellency, the Sandhurst-educated
President of Kangan. In the pressurized atmosphere of oppression and intimidation they are simply trying to live and love - and remain friends. But in a world where each day brings a new betrayal, hope is hard to cling on to. Anthills of the Savannah (1987), Achebe's candid vision of contemporary African politics, is a powerful fusion of angry voices. It
continues the journey that Achebe began with his earlier novels, tracing the history of modern Africa through colonialism and beyond, and is a work ultimately filled with hope. 269 people are currently readingWorks, including the novel Things Fall Apart (1958), of Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe describe traditional African life in conflict with colonial
rule and westernization. This poet and critic served as professor at Brown University. People best know and most widely read his first book in modern African literature. Christian parents in the Igho town of Ogidi in southeastern Nigeria reared Achebe, who excelled at school and won a scholarship for undergraduate studies. World religions and
traditional African cultures fascinated him, who began stories as a university student. After graduation, he worked for the Nigerian broadcasting service and quickly moved to the metropolis of Lagos. He gained worldwide attention in the late 1950s; his later novels include No Longer at Ease (1960), Arrow of God (1964), A Man of the People (1966),
and Anthills of the Savannah (1987). Achebe defended the use of English, a "language of colonizers," in African literature. In 1975, controversy focused on his lecture An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad's "Heart of Darkness" for its criticism of Joseph Conrad as "a bloody racist." When the region of Biafra broke away from Nigeria in 1967, Achebe, a
devoted supporter of independence, served as ambassador for the people of the new nation. The war ravaged the populace, and as starvation and violence took its toll, he appealed to the people of Europe and the Americas for aid. When the Nigerian government retook the region in 1970, he involved in political parties but witnessed the corruption
and elitism that duly frustration him, who quickly resigned. He lived in the United States for several years in the 1970s, and after a car accident left him partially disabled, he returned to the United States in 1990. Novels of Achebe focus on the traditions of Igbo society, the effect of Christian influences, and the clash of values during and after the
colonial era. His style relied heavily on the Igbo oral tradition, and combines straightforward narration with representations of folk stories, proverbs, and oratory. He also published a number of short stories, children's books, and essay collections. He served as the David and Marianna Fisher university professor of Africana studies at Brown University
in Providence, Rhode Island, United States.ollowing a brief illness, Achebe died. Displaying 1 - 30 of 309 reviewsJanuary 27, 2023Anthills is a perfectly fine satirical look at political corruption in an Unnamed African Country, set several years after independence. Perhaps it's a result of Achebe's influence on other writers, but this just felt flat to me,
like I've read a version of this story many times before. It has the feel of a book that's assigned in school so that everyone knows what the template is and can appreciate when new writers come along and transcend the template by tackling its themes in fresh and more interesting ways.February 28, 2024 Cosa deve fare un popolo per placare una
storia incancrenita nellamarezza? Pubblicato nel 1987, "Viandanti della storia" un romanzo politico del nigeriano Albert Chinualumogu Achebe, che si rinomin con Chinua Achebe -nome indigeno-come a spezzare quell'imposizione voluta dal padre che andava ad onorare il principe consorte della regina Vittoria."Anthills of the Savannah"- ossia,
"Formicai della savana'- il titolo originale che va a riferirsi a "ci che resiste all'arsura terribile del clima equatoriale". La traduzione italiana del titolo ("Viandanti della storia"), invece, sottolinea il nervo principale di quest'opera facendo riferimento agli eventi che la Storia ed i suoi protagonisti mettono in atto; consci o meno dell'essere portatori di
cambiamento.In un'immaginaria nazione chiamata Kangania si dipana la storia di Chris, Beatrice, Ikem ed Elewa. All'indomani di un colpo di stato l'insediamento del nuovo potere non ci mette molto a palesare le falle proprie di ogni autorit che si eleva su parole d'ordine populiste per poi rivelarsi sul medesimo piano dei precedenti oppressori. E poi c'
Sam, amico d'infanzia e dittatore per caso...Vite appese ad un filo perch niente per sempre. "Noi? Chi siamo noi? La trinit che credeva di avere in mano lintera Kangania, come aveva osservato una volta Bb, in tono sarcastico? Tre bottiglie verdi. Una caduta accidentalmente; unaltra pericolante. Eccola che cade anche quella, bang! E poi il noi diventa
Io, diventa limperiale Noi." Una riflessione sulla questione del potere ma anche la celebrazione di "cerimonie di amore, amicizia, tradimento e morte" La Kangania, dunque, come la Nigeria post-coloniale degli anni '80. La fotografia del momento in cui le speranze rivoluzionarie si sono gi affievolite e che offre 1'occasione ad Achebe di manifestare
l'importanza che politicamente deve assumersi l'intellettuale ed in particolare lo scrittore.Se scrivere non mai facile, meno ancora lo per lo scrittore africano che deve utilizzare strumenti non suoi: il romanzo, genere nato in Europa; la lingua, retaggio coloniale...Loo scrittore africano , pertanto, come un esule che vaga (il viandante non equiparabile al
viaggiatore proprio perch vaga senza mappe) nei meandri delle storie (stories) e della Storia (History) e che deve colmare i vuoti dell'identit formulando nuove forme di appartenenza (che riavvicinino alla memoria ancestrale che si va perdendo) e nuovi linguaggi.Chinua stato riconosciuto il pi grande scrittore africano della riscrittura post-coloniale.Un
importante esercizio di decentramento per il lettore occidentale che pu- e deve- cogliere questa occasione di crescita.Conoscere per conoscersi un'occasione preziosa."Non posso dare il via alla vostra rivoluzione addomesticata, programmata sui libri. Voglio invece stimolare la gente perch diventi pi illuminata, costringendola ad analizzare le condizioni
della propria vita poich, come insegna un antico detto popolare, una vita che non sia stata analizzata non vale la pena di essere vissuta Come scrittore io aspiro solo ad allargare la portata di questa autoanalisi "October 27, 2008Anthills of the Savannah see Achebe returning to similar territory as his last novel, A Man of the People politics of post-
colonial Africa. Whereas A Man of the People saw events leading up to a coup, Anthills of the Savannah is post-coup. A charismatic young Sandhurst trainer army officer, known only in the novel as Sam or His Excellency, has been swept into power in the troubled state of Kangan. After he is defeated in a vital referendum, his role as dictator becomes
unsteady, and there can be no other response but more violence.The novel follows three characters through this maelstrom. Chris Oriko, the Minister of Information and Ikem Osodi, a poet and editor of a newspaper, and Beatrice Okoh, a Minister of Finance and Chriss girlfriend. These characters, drawn together under His Excellencys web, have to
fight for their very survival as the state of Kangan is plunged into chaos.Whereas A Man of the People allowed us to witness the build-up to a coup through the eyes of just one figure, the naive Odili, Anthills of the Savannahs greatest strength is its disparate view points and experimental style. As I noted in a previous review, A Man of the People was
Achebes first attempt at a first person narration. Anthills of the Savannah takes this one step further three first person narrations that fill the first half of the novel and then a switch to third person. This experimental form proves a great advantage for Achebe, as it allows him the power to oscillate between contrasting viewpoints, and proves a great
tool for heightening this already tense novel. At one point we are inside Chriss head, desperate to know what it is Beatrice is really thinking. It is this mastery of the form that earned Anthills of the Savannah a Booker Prize nomination in 1987 (beaten by Penelope Lively for Moon Tiger).Achebe concerns himself with the questions of how such
situations are allowed to arise in Africa. Chris Oriko poses at the opening of the novel:looking back on the last two years it should be possible to point to a decisive event and say: it was at such and such a point that everything went wrong and the rules were suspended. But I have not found such a moment or such a cause (P.2)If Chris Oriko has not
found it, the rest of the novel is an exposition that would seem to indicate that it is not there to be found. Events are caused by a confluence of other events, many times simply trivial, sometimes even apparently unconnected. And yet the characters in this novel strive to find a meaning. Ikem Osodi, the poet, seeks his meaning in words.Chris keeps
lecturing me on the futility of my crusading editorials. They achieve nothing. They antagonise everybody. They are essays in overkill. Theyre counter-productive. Poor Chris. By now he probably believes the crap too The line I have taken with him is perhaps too subtle: But supposing my crusading editorials were indeed futile would I not be obliged to
keep on writing them? To think that Chris no longer seems to understand such logic! Perhaps I should learn to deal with him along his own lines and jog his short memory with the many successes my militant editorials have had. (P.38)But Ikem is silenced; the newspaper is taken away from him. Words do not explain or justify the actions committed in
and against Kangan and its people. Beatrice opens his eyes by telling Ikem that his politics and his knowledge:I tell him he has no clear role for women in his political thinking; and he doesnt seem able to understand it. (P.91)This accusation shakes Ikems world view to its very foundations, though he does admit:I cant tell you what the new role for
Woman will be. I dont know. I should never have presumed to know. You have to tell us. (P.98)This is important. When the words and actions of Ikem and Chris have failed, it is the words and actions of Beatrice that will alter civilisation in Kangan. Ikems girlfriend gives birth to their child, and Beatrice organises the naming ceremony. Ordinary the
naming of a child would be a mans task, but with their men dead or still fighting the women name the child. A male guest responds:Do you know why I am laughing like this? I am laughing because in you young people our world has met its match. Yes! You have put the world where it should sit (P.227)The men of Kangan have fought and died, but it is
the women that shall inherit this earth and have to rise upon it. Here we see the role of woman in the world, something Ikem could not see or express with words, and what Chris, the man of action, would never have fought for.In the middle of Achebes novel there is an extract from David Diops poem Africa:Africa tell me Africals this you this back that
is bentThis back that breaks under the weight of humiliationThis back trembling with red scarsAnd saying yes to the whip under the midday sun (P.134)We are bought full circle, back to the arguments Achebe has been making since Things Fall Apart. That Africans accepted the subjugation from the west too readily, that they did not put up a fight.
And now, with a back still trembling with red stars, they allow this to continue, under dictators and tin-pot rulers. They are complicit in their own shame. Achebe at the end of this novel seems to be saying that African society needs to be integrated, with women as important as men, as the poor as level as the rich. It is an idealist view that brings
about The bitter taste of liberty David Diops poem concludes with.Anthills of the Savannah still remains Achebes last novel, twenty-one years after its first publication. It took him twenty-one years to write (though he wrote poetry, essays and childrens stories in that time), and so by this reckoning we should be about due his next novel. Last year in
the Guardian newspaper he admitted to writing one, but following a car crash that left him paralysed in 1990 he stated that it was difficult to write for very long each day. The five novels Chinua Achebe has published so far have been deep, intelligent novels, engaged with Africas history and political life, and one wishes to hear his view on the way
that country, and particularly Nigeria, has lived in the past twenty years. It is a safe bet to say that it will be damning, political, and relevant. Chinua Achebe is a writer of immense standing, and reading his five novels I have been struck again and again at the depth and poetry of his language, and the insight he provides into, for me, an otherwise
unknown culture. He is fully deserving of the title of The Father of Modern African Writing which was bestowed upon him when he was awarded the 2007 Man Booker International Prize.November 19, 20221t is really hard to write a review of Such a Brilliant book mostly bcoz the writing is so perfect that I don't know what to say... This is one of the
most unique pieces of literature I've ever come across.The book talks about a Dictator who came into power after a coup d'tat in an imaginary African country of Kangan. The story revolves around the political elite in the capital Bassa and is told from multiple perspectives.The country was a British colony and was late to gain Independence. Most of
the powerful and rich people are British-educated, some of them even went abroad for higher education.The highly educated Dictator acts like a king and has given the highest positions of power to his close circle of friends, even to a foreigner.Four of them are extremely close to one another. 3 guys and a woman. Three guys are referred to as three
Green bottles as seen on the cover of the book.Shit hits the fan when one of them realizes that the Political elite doesn't think about the ordinary folks and that there is a vast wealth gap that is hurting the economy, especially during a drought situation ongoing in the dry North.He starts to act against the Dictator and in the process influences a huge
portion of the population... Rich and poor alike.The unique aspect of the book comes from the writing alone.The educated people talk and think in 'Pure' English but when the less privileged people enter the story the writing/conversations turn into Pidgin / Pegion English / Dialect format to distinguish between them and the book becomes super
thrilling to read.This story reminded me of 'The Feast of the Goat' by Mario Vargas Llosa but, that one has a pretty straightforward narration.The writing of Achebe is one in a million. It is engrossing and unforgettable.One the best books I've ever read and can't wait to read more of his works. May 8, 2024Enjoying this. Only problem is the dialect,
incomprehensible to this non-African. Thankfully not much of it, so far. The story is set around a new African dictator, an ostensibly enlightened one, and the men of his cabinet. The humor is not registering with me. There's an ostensibly madcap scene with a white Englishman, Mad Medico, and it just falls flat. Character development, but the
newcomers feel one dimensional. What am I missing? I just want to get back to the dictator and his cabinet.I'm going to try this again some other day. No rating for now. November 4, 2017Lord Acton's Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely plus life as intrinsically optimistic, closing with childbirth and the naming of a child suggests a
brighter future in which tradition doesn't have to loose out to modernity and that community can survive despite the main action of the novel in which we learn that three friends have since decolonialisation grown apart and power requires them to become enemies. A short little west African novel.September 12, 2015 - .. .. .. .. ..April 15, 2018Anthills
of the Savannah is set in the fictitious West African country of Kangan, which is marked by social unrest and political intrigue. While it is Achebe's fifth novel, it is the fourth novel of his that I've readafter the African Trilogy, the first of which (Things Fall Apart) was one of my favorite books in high school. Anthills is definitely the weakest of the bunch.
The beginning is roughyou are thrown into an unclear situation which, at least for me, rather than generating interest more frequently annoysand, while the story does become better and more interesting as the novel progresses, it still feels rather flat overall. Not just flat in terms of failing to evoke an emotional response, but some parts also come
across as artificialthe bits of social and political criticism which, though fascinating at times, appear to be thrown into the story rather than organically emerging from it.african books-i-own literature February 20, 2015Three childhood friends ascend to leadership within their country and the book centers around greed and power lust, showcasing
socio-economic issues and governmental corruption in some part of Africa (though the country is fictionalized), as well as what exiles must go through (or rather how hard it is to speak out against a not-so-democratic government and then attempt an escape from your homeland). Somehow I feel as if I've committed a crime by rating an Achebe book
like this--big Chinua Achebe fan. While I liked the romance shared by Chris and Beatrice ("Sometimes when I thought of her what came most readily to my mind was not roses or music but a good and tastefully produced book, easy on the eye. No pretentious distractions. Absolutely sound."), and how both seriousness and satire were captured
masterfully within the dialogue, the book started a little late for me and most of the story took place within the dialogue, losing me at times. May 26, 20131 gave this book a low rating because 1) it was a bit of a let down after Things Fall Apart, and 2)it was way over my head. This book was surprisingly hard to read. I'm ashamed to say that I need
someone to walk me through this book, our high school English teachers used to do. There was a message there, I know, but whatever it was I didn't fully grasp it. I felt that I might have been missing some vital clues in the pidgin dialogue that was oftentimes too hard to follow. The lack of chronology left me spinning in circles and his philosophical
arguments were beyond my reach. It's a book that needs to be re-read and read slowly, methodically. The reader needs some background information on the cultural and political history of Nigeria during this time (of which I am woefully ignorant). February 21, 2019Achebe at his best, at the peak of his career as an imaginative, creative writer. The
language is more dense than his earlier novels, and at last women given more prominence!November 18, 2017 . January 28, 2023The only other Achebe Ive read being Things Fall Apart, I wasnt expecting this to be funny! Achebe really lets his sense of humour run free in this novel - both in the narration, and in the characters own sense of the absurd,
and ability to laugh at themselves. Its a semi-satirical book, but its also heartbreakingly beautiful and tragic. Centering on a handful of characters very close to the president for life in a military government in West Africa (fictional, but clearly Nigeria) in the months leading to a coup, Anthills of the Savannah is an astute exploration of power, idealism
and instability in post-colonial Africa. Its told in a strange, non-linear way, and has some very memorable characters who I loved and wished I could be friends with. Profound and gorgeous. Absolutely loved it. October 25, 2009Painfully boring story of politics in Africa. If it had not been written like a newspaper article, if there had been some effort
toward characterization or coherent plot, or explanation of the history of the circumstances described, I still would probably have disliked this book. Much time passed before I could make myself knock off the final 20 pages, not a good sign. Story of friends who become entrenched in politics, end up double-crossing each other and fleeing from the
one of them who gained power. Sounds like an interesting premise, but don't be fooled.September 13, 2023An interesting, sometimes humorous, tragic political novel focussing on three characters in the fictional state of Kangan, West Africa. Chris Orito, Minister of Information, and Tkem Osodi, poet and editor, are forced to take action when their old
friend, His Excellency, the current dictator of Kangan, starts becoming reactionary. People are arrested, murders happen, and peaceful protests are violently dealt with by the police.A thought provoking, serious novel about the problems besetting independent African countries after colonialists have been kicked out.This book was shortlisted for the
1987 Booker Prize.August 23, 2024In the fictional African country of Kangan, after lots of political upheavals, a military officer Sam comes to power in a coup. Like all leaders, he promises a new revolutionary world but absolute power corrupts and the decline starts to happen quickly enough. Through the lives of Sam and his two friends - an idealistic
newspaper editor (Ikem) and a pragmatic Information Commissioner, Chris - the entire drama plays out. The euphoria of the coup evaporates with time and friends no longer remain friends. There is so much more that the novel could have packed within it, but Chinua does not go full throttle. All the big events seem to happen in the background and
we do not really see the collapse of the regime and the people. It has an epic in the making with its powerful thoughts and combustible situations, but without going the full blast, the book ends quickly.August 11, 2024Can there be greater praise than Nelson Mandela having said, The writer in whose company the prison walls fell down? Through his
writing, Achebe, who could see the world so clearly, also helped open our eyes an act of immense generosity. August 1, 2023Holden Jones sent me hereDecember 28, 2024The Finalist for the 1987 Booker Prize for Fiction Anthills of the Savannah by Chinua Achebe out of 10Chinua Achebe is the wondrous author of one of the masterpieces included in
The Top 100 books of All Time ... Things Fall Apart and many say that the Father of African Literature has been wronged and should have received the Nobel Prize recent revelations have been discussed in a podcast of The Economist we find that it is a question of value and merit, but also the old who you know and who made the recommendation
that matters, for instance, Albert Einstein has made eleven suggestions and they have all received the most important prize. Although the background of Anthills of the Savannah is the fictitious country of Kangan, with the capital at Bassa, the inspiration is clearly Nigeria, where Chinua Achebe was born though he would side with Biafra in the civil
war and he has been an official for that short lived country and later on, he would refuse some recognition (not all) from Nigeria, blaming the state of the governance for itthe country was ruled badly by Goodluck Jonathan, great name, lousy leader, like most of those this unlucky country has had.Kangan could be my own land and for that matter,
looking at His Excellency, Sam aka the officer that becomes the tyrant of the West African state, we recognize the Very Stable Genius that had ruled America and still has control over the about one hundred million fools that still worship The Chosen ones and render there part of the USA into a replica of Kangan, the latter having people that are
anchored in realityThose of us who have lived in dictatorships, on the wrong side of the Iron Curtain say, see familiar vices, the behavior that we have seen in our leaders, especially the one that we have been so wretched to have been born here, The Most Beloved Son of the Nation and his wife, The Doctor and Academician of International Renown
that was the propaganda, of course, for we would discover after the couple have been shot (they should have had a serious, not the kangaroo trial on Christmas Eve) that they had had incredibly poor grades, and left school after graduating just a few classes, I think four in allln spite of the frequently abused reference to an African state this thing is
like in Africa Sam, the would be dictator, would have studied in Britain, at Sandhurst, and he was in awe with the customs of the English, especially the well to do classeshe has had a lover in England, a woman with considerable sexual appetite, who would want him to start all over again in the morning, and when he says he is fatigued, she would
teach him a new trick, taking his penis into her mouth and enjoying the new dawnChris Oriko is the Commissioner for Information and a former boyhood friend of his Excellency and he tells that story to his own girlfriend, Beatrice Okoh aka BB, Secretary at the Ministry of Finance, and she is somewhat aghast at the sexual innuendo, asking her own
lover if he is expecting the same treatment, which sounds disgusting to her, especially when she wonders if the future dictator had taken a shower previouslyHowever, these are small worries when compared with the Tempest that is about to descend over their ivies and those of their compatriots, as the initially receptive, not yet a monster, becomes
ever more power hungry (power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely) and he is determined to squash and kill whoever opposes him, or feels like he is, and it starts with the delegation from Abazon.This was a province that had not taken down well the referendum which had been organized to see if the people want their leader to preside
over them during his whole life His Excellency did not want that, but it was the wish of so many, so he had to obeythis is the official propaganda, always, and everywhere, from Romania to North Korea, putting Xi and Ceausescu in the same pot and Abazon said no, attracting the ire of the Man Who Would be King, who does not want to see the
representativesThe representatives from Abazon have come with hundreds of people towards the palace, making the dictator fear the consequences, he has a commissioner hear them as they explain that they have suffered from a severe draught (much like huge parts of the world now, that we see the consequences of Climate Change) and they would
like some help and support, but the Big Man is interested in his own cravings.He has spent many millions on the Retreat, the Palace, bringing to mind the case of Jacob Zuma and so many like him, and the tyrant is bent on bringing the whole power of his wrath on the delegates from Abazon and Ikem Osodi, the Editor of the Gazette and a friend who
is like a brother to Beatrice (whose other name is Nwanyubuife aka A female is also something, demonstrating the chauvinism and misogyny omnipresent in her rural province and so many parts of this world, then and now) seen as an opponent of the regimeLike dictators all over the planet and Trump Sam does not tolerate anything but sycophantic
praise and thus he fires Ikem Osodi from his position as editor of the Gazette and his acolytes are sent out to get the critic, just after he has an acclaimed and admired speech at the University, where students are in uproar at his praise for freedom, but words are taken out of context and the man who wants to become the new editor, puts the headline
Osodi wants regicide at the top and the military act immediatelylkem Osodi is visited by the goons sent by the tyrant, who come by night, search the apartment and turn it upside down, beat the journalist up and then kill him, pretending he has taken a gun and therefore he was killed in self-defensethis is the kind of thing that happens on a large scale
in places like North Korea in China, they intern multitudes in camps that they call formation centers, or some such bulshit, just because they have the wrong religion and perhaps ethnicity Things Fall Apart from there and avoiding spoiler alerts, we could still say that there is bloodshed and others will diedelightful guardian-1-000June 16, 2009The
landscape of Abazon is dry -- a parched, sun-bleached Kangan desert pockmarked by anthills. After two years without rain or aid from Bassa, the seat of power, six elders have come to the city to petition the President for help. In his fictional African nation, Chinua Achebe presents a notion of faltering government from within and without. From the
perspectives of a government Commissioner (Chris), the Editor in Chief of the national newspaper (Ikem) and the woman important to them both (Beatrice), we are shown a crumbling regime from both a humorous and a tragic point of view.The anthills of the title, an image re-used throughout the novel, are manyfold. They represent the indecision
and hesitation of government officials to question their leader, burying themselves like ants in the dry soil of the savannah. They represent cracks in the landscape brought to light by the death of vegetation because of the oppressive sun -- a metaphorical parallel to the fractures in a government exposed by incompetence from above. As in other
African literature, however, as physical features of the land they also stand on their own merits -- blisters on the earth itself, a punishment from above.Achebe's novel is difficult in that there is no moral absolute. No character is flawless and though there is a clear desire on the part of the reader for the government to fall, it is unclear what it would
achieve and what would replace it. What is clear is the distinction made between the educated characters and the 'peasants' as they are known in an integral speech given by the Editor, Ikem. Not only in terms of the comparisons between how they live, but also in their speech itself. The central group of characters around which the novel revolves
speak in a formal, perfect English. The divide between class manifests itself in a dense pidgin dialect that almost makes those characters too difficult to understand. Ironically, some of the most profound statements are made by these characters, and the novel is concluded on a question phrased to an English-educated Beatrice from Ikem's girlfriend in
this dialect.In a way, it causes the reader to question the truly important characters in the novel. Chris often talks about how he, the President, and Ikem are the three most important people in Kangan, but in a way he is incorrect. Ikem's fundamentally communist ideals would argue that it is the 'peasants' and workers that are the important citizens,
and indeed it is these proletariat that end up moving the plot and the fall of the government forward.Achebe's writing often has a very distinct agenda -- a quality that his characters defend in Anthills of the Savannah as an admirable trait in itself, because everyone has an agenda; it is up to them whether or not it is advertised. In this case, forcing the
reader to decipher the dialect that is in many ways completely divorced from English is paramount: at first, the dialog is so incomprehensible it feels almost natural to dismiss it, ignore it, and focus instead on what we readily understand. But, throughout reading the novel, we learn how important those characters and their words are, and sympathize
with them more effectively. Though manipulative, it is a manipulation that teaches us to question our very instincts, and stays with us beyond just the reading of the novel.October 31, 2009Anthills of Savannah is a story of a nation facing the political conundrum of a new found independence. After years of ruling, it is expected that a country finds
itself unable to take charge of a freedom, which it severely struggled to obtain. It is almost like you wait for exams to get over and when they are finally over you do not know how to manage the free time since you have been so focused on seeing them through that your head is heavily blocked up with that.Achebe describes this confusion through the
lives of three political leaders and through alternation of narration tries to give a wholesome picture. However at times, the different narrators do not seem too different but appear as one. In that he has failed to give multitude to his thought.The book is dark, almost inadvertently it appears, because it starts off with satire and winds up being a serious
story.very serious indeed. There appears to be a lot of confusion in the book -not just in the story, but in the writing style also.In the end, it is a political work, and describes the aftermath of colonialism. Many countries witnessed such destabilization after they freed themselves. Some more than others. Even India sometimes appears to be in similar
clutches at time when the Government looks unsteady like a house of cards, ready to tumble down with the merest flicker. But hopefully that is the turbulence of a mature nation rather than a stumbling one. January 4, 20211 was first exposed to Chinua Achebe through "Things Fall Apart", as I am sure most were. But after reading this I feel that
'Things Fall Apart" may not necessarily be his masterpiece, rather the portrayal of Africa that is most digestible for a western audience. Therefore it garners the most exposure to a Western Literary audience. I found this story to be a much more gripping and highly realistic rendition of African politics, society, and diaspora culture. Despite being
written in 1987, many things are unfortunately the same. And despite being set in Kangan (a fictional stand-in for Nigeria) I noticed a startling amount of similarities with Ethiopia, where I grew up. It was concerning to realize that the destructive patterns in Ethiopian politics today, are the same as those Achebe noticed more than 30 years ago. I
highly highly recommend this book to all those with an interest in modern-day Africa. This is a very different book from "Things Fall Apart," there are no tribal villages or witch doctors. It is modern and relevant. However if you have not read "Things Fall Apart," I believe it would be rewarding to read subsequently after or before "Anthills of the
Savannah", as it might explain the roots for some of the toxic patterns in which the society travels. May 29, 2010while reading The Anthills of the Savannabh, i so often see myself in tears. Chinua Achebe is really good at portraying the coups and counter coups that have been and continuing to occur in Africa.it is too treble to see that Sam, the head of
state is a good listener to liars and he use their information to butcher the best minister he has in his government.i cannot stand to hear the brutal killing of Ikem, a renown editor of the national gazette. the killers do not believe that elimination of the role of an editor in any nation is a perfect step to cause a total darkness.May 9, 20250kay guys , this
is my 7th book by Chinua Achebe that I have read. I truly admire this man as a story-teller, he is actually so phenomenal, like very very VERY phenomenal. Chinua Achebe is just EXQUISITE!Edit: The way i have not read any book in a longgggggggggggg time is depressing to me and my reading goals. Now that [ am done with that demonic
undergraduate thesis, back to reading and rekindling my love for African literature and all the stories it seeks to reveal to me. Next stop? How beautiful we were by Imbolo Mbue!December 30, 20080ne thing I like about this novel is Achebe's use of creole forms. It's probably the first novel I read with extensive use of "non-standard" English, and I
remember finding it a little difficult at first. I also found it intriguing, though, and that interest persists. Standards in language are overrated.February 19, 2011Achebe proves yet again that traditional tribal beliefs have a place in African modernity. A tragic, yet beautiful story of the effects of power in postcolonial Africa.February 9, 2020 . April 1,
2023Superb portrayal of the pitfalls of power-corruption within a confined political system, told via a small number of people near the top of the pyramid, but touching on all levels of society. Depressingly universal in a lot of its themes, but with various distinctive African complications, and remaining as hopeful/humane as possible, and amazingly
coming in at only 216 pages(!), this is about as good as a book of this remit is ever likely to get.author-more guardian-1000 worldOctober 7, 2024The "Anthills of the Savannah" starts as a satire and unfolds as a political thriller towards a theatrical ending. All in brilliant prose, which is typical of Chinua Achebe.The satire bit didn't work quite well for
me. Distant in time and geography, it felt like an inside joke which I didn't quite get. Yet I bet it feels different to a Nigerian who lived through the times. All I got is that in a totalitarian state (USSR in my case) satire was often the only lightning rod available to divert the absurdist drama of daily life.It was serendipitous to read this novel next to "Half
of a Yellow Sun" by Chimamanda Adichie for it captures the atmosphere leading to the coup d'etat in the post-independence Nigeria, which in turn leads to the civil war in Biafra region. Now, Adichie and Achebe's literary styles are worlds apart, yet both Nigerian authors (and both Igho by ethnicity) dig into the same past and extract meaning that
shapes the present. What can I say: literature works in mysterious ways!Displaying 1 - 30 of 309 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design.Chinua Achebe (/tnw tb/, born Albert Chinualumogu Achebe; 16 November 1930 21 March 2013) was a Nigerian novelist, poet, professor, and critic. His first novel Things Fall Apart (1958) was considered
his magnum opus, and is the most widely read book in modern African literature.Raised by his parents in the Igbo town of Ogidi in South-Eastern Nigeria, Achebe excelled at school and won a scholarship for undergraduate studies. He became fascinated with world religions and traditional African cultures, and began writing stories as a university
student. After graduation, he worked for the Nigerian Broadcasting Service (NBS) and soon moved to the metropolis of Lagos. He gained worldwide attention for Things Fall Apart in the late 1950s; his later novels include No Longer at Ease (1960), Arrow of God (1964), A Man of the People (1966), and Anthills of the Savannah (1987). Achebe wrote
his novels in English and defended the use of English, a "language of colonisers", in African literature. In 1975, his lecture An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad's "Heart of Darkness" featured a famous criticism of Joseph Conrad as "a thoroughgoing racist"; it was later published in The Massachusetts Review amid some controversy.When the region
of Biafra broke away from Nigeria in 1967, Achebe became a supporter of Biafran independence and acted as ambassador for the people of the new nation. The war ravaged the populace, and as starvation and violence took its toll, he appealed to the people of Europe and the Americas for aid. When the Nigerian government retook the region in 1970,
he involved himself in political parties but soon resigned due to frustration over the corruption and elitism he witnessed. He lived in the United States for several years in the 1970s, and returned to the U.S. in 1990 after a car accident left him partially disabled.A titled Igbo chieftain himself, Achebe's novels focus on the traditions of Igbo society, the
effect of Christian influences, and the clash of Western and traditional African values during and after the colonial era. His style relies heavily on the Igbo oral tradition, and combines straightforward narration with representations of folk stories, proverbs, and oratory. He also published a number of short stories, children's books, and essay
collections. From 2009 until his death, he served as David and Marianna Fisher University Professor and Professor of Africana Studies at Brown. Bio from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Photo by Stuart C. Shapiro [GFDL (, CC-BY-SA-3.0 ( or CC BY 3.0-2.5-2.0-1.0 ( ], via Wikimedia Commons.The Booker Prize for Fiction is a literary prize awarded
each year for the best novel originally written in English and published in the UK in the eligibility year of the prize, regardless of the nationality of its author. (The eligibility year currently runs from 1st October to 30th September.) The novel must be an original work in English (not a translation) and must not be self-published. Prior to 2014, eligibility
for the award was restricted to citizens of the Commonwealth of Nations, Ireland, or Zimbabwe.From 1969-2001 the prize was sponsored by British food wholesalers Booker McConnell Ltd, and from 2002 until May 2019 by investment management firm Man Group. It was formally known as the Man Booker Prize from 2002 until Man ceased its
sponsorship. The winner of the Booker Prize is generally assured of international renown and success; therefore, the prize is of great significance for the book trade. In contrast to literary prizes in the United States, the Booker Prize is greeted with great anticipation and fanfare. It is also a mark of distinction for authors to be nominated for the
shortlist or even to be selected for inclusion in the longlist. Those included on the longlist are categorized as such below. Shortlisted nominees appear simply as nominees, without a category designation.Official site: www.thebookerprizes.comThe internationally acclaimed Nigerian author Chinua Achebes novel Anthills of the Savannah (1987) is set in
the fictional West-African country Kangan in the post-colonial 1960s. Echoing the real political breakdown, several violent coups, and an ethnic cleansing campaign again the Igbo people in 1960s Nigeria, Anthills of the Savannah describes the aftermath of a military coup in Kangan. The novel focuses on the last days in the lives of the newly installed
military dictator, Sam, and his two friends: Chris, who becomes a member of the cabinet, and Ikem, an outspoken journalist.The novel opens with a cabinet meeting of the new Kanganese government. We learn that two years ago, after a popularly supported coup, the career soldier Sam was installed as His Excellency, a dictator. Unsure on matters of
policy and needing support, Sam recruited his two childhood friends to high-level positions: Chris Oriko as Minister of Information and Ikem Osodi as editor of the National Gazette, an important newspaper. Although the three share a common background and all were educated abroad in England, for the last two years they have grown politically and
temperamentally very different. Sam is power-hungry, selfish, and paranoid. Ikem criticizes government policy and champions the arts. Chris, pragmatic and calm, is forced into the role of mediator.After meeting several other African dictators, Sam decides to also become president-for-life, abandoning democratic ideals. A national referendum is
called to confirm the change, but the Kanganese region of Abazon refuses to participate in the vote. To punish the province, Sam limits their access to water despite the fact that the country is experiencing a drought. In response, a delegation from Abazon travels to the capital to beg for relief. In a bout of paranoia, Sam convinces himself that the
Abazonese representatives are actually about to stage a revolt a revolt that has been organized and supported by someone close to him.Chris and Ikem are both worried that Sams increasingly erratic fears about betrayal make him an unstable and dangerous leader. The two friends respond differently to their concerns. While Chris decides to stay in
the government in hopes of containing Sam from the inside, Ikem writes critical and almost radical editorials in the Gazette. Chris asks Ikem to tone down his rhetoric.The novel flashes back in time slightly to introduce us to the women in these mens lives. Ikems pregnant girlfriend, Elewa, is from the working classes. Uneducated, she works in a
store. Chriss fiance is the well-educated Beatrice, a woman who was childhood friends with Ikem and works as a state administrator for Sam. Because she has connections to the government, the educated media classes, and also the common people, Beatrice sees the situation from a much clearer vantage point than either Chris or Ikem. She tells
them that their reactions to Sam arent productive.Back in the present, Sam becomes convinced that Ikem is behind the rebellion being fomented by the Abazon representatives. He orders Chris to fire Ikem from the Gazette. Although Chris refuses to obey, Ikem is still removed from the position. After he gives a fiery speech criticizing the dictatorship
to university students, Ikem is arrested and killed by Sams secret police.This extrajudicial murder jolts Chris into the awareness that Sam has become a monster. Chris contacts the international media, revealing the reality of the regime to them, and goes into hiding with the help of some sympathizers, including Emmanuel, a student who was deeply
inspired by Ikem. Chriss goal is to escape the capital city and to travel to Abazon with Emmanuel by bus. Chriss defection infuriates Sam, and he orders a nation-wide manhunt for both Chris and anyone who helps Chris or withholds information about him.Because Chris takes a bus to Abazon, he is forced to reconnect with the people and land around
him. At the same time, Emmanuel meets another student, Adamma, and forms a romantic connection with her. Suddenly, the bus is overtaken by a mob of drunken revelers. Chris learns that these people are celebrating the overthrow and assassination of Sam his dictatorship has just been toppled in yet another coup. The streets are full of both joyful
festivity and scary chaos, and after Chris, Emmanuel, and Adamma are separated, Chris notices Adamma being kidnapped by a soldier who is about to rape her. Chris runs to intervene and the soldier shoots and kills him.After finding out about her fiancs death, Beatrice holds a naming ceremony for Ikem and Elewas newborn daughter. Usually, the
naming is performed by a man, but Beatrice is symbolically trying to break the cycle. She names the baby Amaechina, a male name that means may the path never close.Anthills of the Savannah received rave reviews and was a finalist for the 1987 Booker Prize for Fiction, an incredibly prestigious award. Echoing most of the scholarly opinions, the
critic Holger Ehling has called this work the most important novel to come out of Africa in the 1980s.
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