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The	Basics	Pagans	may	be	trained	in	particular	traditions	or	they	may	follow	their	own	inspiration.	Paganism	is	not	dogmatic.	Pagans	pursue	their	own	vision	of	the	Divine	as	a	direct	and	personal	experience.	The	Pagan	Federation	recognizes	the	rich	diversity	of	traditions	that	form	the	body	of	modern	Paganism.	In	a	brief	introductory	booklet,	it	is
not	possible	to	describe	each	and	every	one.	Rather	than	attempt	this,	the	pages	in	this	section	–	links	are	on	the	left	hand	side	of	this	page	contain	an	introduction	to	six	examples	of	major	Pagan	traditions.	This	is	not	an	exhaustive	list,	but	these	six	traditions	provide	a	good	overview	of	modern	Pagan	practice.	A	suggested	reading	list	is	also
available.	Some	authors	see	the	emergence	of	Paganism	in	the	twentieth	century	as	a	revival	of	an	older	Pagan	religion	and	describe	all	the	above	traditions	as	Neo-Pagan.	This	term	is	also	used	to	describe	all	those	who	are	recognisably	Pagan,	but	who	do	not	adhere	to	any	of	the	above	traditions	per	se.	A	definition	of	a	Pagan:	A	follower	of	a
polytheistic	or	pantheistic	nature-worshipping	religion.	A	definition	of	Paganism:	A	polytheistic	or	pantheistic	nature-worshipping	religion.	What	Paganism	Is	Paganism	is	the	ancestral	religion	of	the	whole	of	humanity.	This	ancient	religious	outlook	remains	active	throughout	much	of	the	world	today,	both	in	complex	civilisations	such	as	Japan	and
India,	and	in	less	complex	tribal	societies	world-wide.	It	was	the	outlook	of	the	European	religions	of	classical	antiquity	–	Persia,	Egypt,	Greece	and	Rome	–	as	well	as	of	their	“barbarian”	neighbours	on	the	northern	fringes,	and	its	European	form	is	re-emerging	into	explicit	awareness	in	the	modern	West	as	the	articulation	of	urgent	contemporary
religious	priorities.	The	Pagan	outlook	can	be	seen	as	threefold.	Its	adherents	venerate	Nature	and	worship	many	deities,	both	goddesses	and	gods.	Nature	–	Veneration	The	spirit	of	place	is	recognised	in	Pagan	religion,	whether	as	a	personified	natural	feature	such	as	a	mountain,	lake	or	spring,	or	as	a	fully	articulated	guardian	divinity	such	as,	for
example,	Athena,	the	goddess	of	Athens.	The	cycle	of	the	natural	year,	with	the	different	emphasis	brought	by	its	different	seasons,	is	seen	by	most	Pagans	as	a	model	of	spiritual	growth	and	renewal,	and	as	a	sequence	marked	by	festivals	which	offer	access	to	different	divinities	according	to	their	affinity	with	different	times	of	year.	Many	Pagans	see
the	Earth	itself	as	sacred:	in	ancient	Greece	the	Earth	was	always	offered	the	first	libation	of	wine,	although	She	had	no	priesthood	and	no	temple.	Polytheism:	Pluralism	and	Diversity	The	many	deities	of	Paganism	are	a	recognition	of	the	diversity	of	Nature.	Some	Pagans	see	the	goddesses	and	gods	as	a	community	of	individuals	much	like	the	diverse
human	community	in	this	world.	Others,	such	as	followers	of	Isis	and	Osiris	from	ancient	times	onwards,	and	Wiccan-based	Pagans	in	the	modern	world,	see	all	the	goddesses	as	one	Great	Goddess,	and	all	the	gods	as	one	Great	God,	whose	harmonious	interaction	is	the	secret	of	the	universe.	Yet	others	think	there	is	a	supreme	divine	principle,	that
“both	wants	and	does	not	want	to	be	called	Zeus”,	as	Heraclitus	wrote	in	the	fifth	century	BC.	Or	which	the	Great	Goddess	Mother	of	All	Things,	as	Isis,	was	to	the	first	century	CE	novelist	Apuleius	and	the	Great	Goddess	is	to	many	Western	Pagans	nowadays.	Yet	others,	such	as	the	Emperor	Julian,	the	great	restorer	of	Paganism	in	Christian
antiquity,	and	many	Hindu	mystics	nowadays,	believe	in	an	abstract	Supreme	Principle,	the	origin	and	source	of	all	things.	But	even	these	last	Pagans	recognise	that	other	spiritual	beings,	although	perhaps	one	in	essence	with	a	greater	being,	are	themselves	divine,	and	are	not	false	or	partial	divinities.	Pagans	who	worship	the	One	are	described	as
henotheists,	believers	in	a	supreme	divine	principle,	rather	than	monotheists,	believers	in	one	true	deity	beside	which	all	other	deities	are	false.	The	Goddess	Pagan	religions	all	recognise	the	feminine	face	of	divinity.	A	religion	without	goddesses	can	hardly	be	classified	as	Pagan.	Some	Pagan	paths,	such	as	the	cult	of	Odin	or	of	Mithras,	offer
exclusive	allegiance	to	one	male	god.	But	they	do	not	deny	the	reality	of	other	gods	and	goddesses,	as	monotheists	do.	(The	word	‘cult’	has	always	meant	the	specialised	veneration	of	one	particular	deity	or	pantheon,	and	has	only	recently	been	extended	to	mean	the	worship	of	a	deified	or	semi-divine	human	leader.)	By	contrast,	non-Pagan	religions,
such	as	Judaism,	Christianity	and	Islam,	often	but	not	always,	abhor	the	very	idea	of	female	divinity.	The	(then)	Anglican	Bishop	of	London	even	said	a	few	years	ago	that	religions	with	goddesses	were	‘degenerate’!	Other	Characteristics	The	many	divinities	of	Pagan	religion	often	include	ancestral	deities.	The	Anglo-Saxon	royal	houses	of	England
traced	their	ancestry	back	to	a	god,	usually	Woden,	and	the	Celtic	kings	of	Cumbria	traced	their	descent	from	the	god	Beli	and	the	goddess	Anna.	Local	and	national	heroes	and	heroines	may	be	deified,	as	was	Julius	Caesar,	and	in	all	Pagan	societies	the	deities	of	the	household	are	venerated.	These	may	include	revered	ancestors	and,	for	a	while,	the
newly	dead,	who	may	of	may	not	choose	to	leave	the	world	of	the	living	for	good.	They	may	include	local	spirits	of	place,	either	as	personified	individuals	such	as	the	spirit	of	a	spring	or	the	house’s	guardian	toad	or	snake,	or	as	group	spirits	such	as	Elves	in	England,	the	Little	People	in	Ireland,	Kobolds	in	Germany,	Barstuccae	in	Lithuania,	Lares	and
Penates	in	ancient	Rome,	and	so	on.	A	household	shrine	focuses	the	cult	of	these	deities,	and	there	is	usually	an	annual	ritual	to	honour	them.	The	spirit	of	the	hearth	is	often	venerated,	sometimes	with	a	daily	offering	of	food	and	drink,	sometimes	with	an	annual	ritual	of	extinguishing	and	relighting	the	fire.	Through	ancestral	and	domestic	ritual	a
spirit	of	continuity	is	preserved,	and	by	the	transmission	of	characteristics	and	purposes	from	the	past,	the	future	is	assured	of	meaning.	So,	not	all	Pagan	religion	is	public	religion;	much	is	domestic.	And	not	all	Pagan	deities	are	humanoid	super-persons;	many	are	elemental	or	collective.	We	are	looking	at	a	religion	which	pervades	the	whole	of
everyday	life.	One	consequence	of	the	veneration	of	Nature,	the	outlook	which	sees	Nature	as	a	manifestation	of	divinity	rather	than	as	a	neutral	or	inanimate	object,	is	that	divination	and	magic	are	accepted	parts	of	life.	Augury,	divination	by	interpreting	the	flight	of	birds,	was	widespread	in	the	ancient	world	and	is	in	modern	Pagan	societies,	as	is
extispicy,	divination	by	reading	the	entrails	of	the	sacrificed	animal,	itself	a	larger	scale	version	of	divination	by	reading	the	tea-leaves	left	in	a	teacup.	As	well	as	reading	the	signs	already	given	by	deities,	diviners	may	also	actively	ask	the	universe	to	send	a	sign,	e.g.,	by	casting	stones	to	read	the	geomantic	patterns	into	which	they	fall,	by	casting
runes	or	the	yarrow	stalks	of	the	I	Ching.	Pagans	usually	believe	that	the	divine	world	will	answer	a	genuine	request	for	information.	Trance	seership	and	mediumship	are	also	used	to	communicate	with	the	Otherworld.	Magic,	the	deliberate	production	of	results	in	this	world	by	Otherworld	means,	is	generally	accepted	as	a	feasible	activity	in	Pagan
societies,	since	the	two	worlds	are	thought	to	be	in	constant	communication.	In	ancient	Rome	a	new	bride	would	ceremonially	anoint	the	doorposts	of	her	new	home	with	wolf’s	fat	to	keep	famine	from	the	household,	and	her	new-born	child	would	be	given	a	consecrated	amulet	to	wear	as	a	protection	against	harmful	spirits.	The	Norse	warriors	of	the
Viking	age	would	cast	the	magical	‘war	fetter’	upon	their	enemies	to	paralyse	them,	and	Anglo-Saxon	manuscripts	record	spells	to	bring	healing	and	fertility.	Specialist	magical	technologists	such	as	horse-whisperers	and	healers	are	common	throughout	Pagan	societies,	but	often	the	practice	of	magic	for	unfair	personal	gain	or	for	harm	to	another	is
forbidden,	exactly	as	physical	extortion	and	assault	are	forbidden	everywhere.	Modern	Paganism	With	its	respect	for	plurality,	the	refusal	to	judge	other	ways	of	life	as	wrong	simply	because	they	are	different	from	one’s	own,	with	its	veneration	of	a	natural	(and	supernatural)	world	from	which	Westerners	in	the	age	of	technology	have	become
increasingly	isolated,	and	with	its	respect	for	women	and	the	feminine	principle	as	embodied	in	the	many	goddesses	of	the	various	pantheons,	Paganism	has	much	to	offer	people	of	European	background	today.	Hence	it	is	being	taken	up	by	them	in	large	numbers.	When	they	realise	that	it	is	in	fact	their	ancestral	heritage,	its	attraction	grows.
Democracy,	for	example,	was	pioneered	by	the	ancient	Athenians	and	much	later	reinvented	by	the	Pagan	colonisers	of	Iceland,	home	of	Europe’s	oldest	parliament.	Our	modern	love	of	the	arts	was	fostered	in	Pagan	antiquity,	with	its	pageants	and	its	temples,	but	had	no	place	in	iconoclastic	Christianity	and	Islam.	The	development	of	science	as	we
know	it	began	in	the	desire	of	the	Greeks	and	Babylonians	to	understand	the	hidden	patterns	of	Nature,	and	the	cultivation	of	humane	urbanity,	the	ideal	of	the	well-rounded,	cultured	personality,	was	imported	by	Renaissance	thinkers	from	the	writings	of	Cicero.	In	the	Pagan	cities	of	the	Mediterranean	lands	the	countryside	was	never	far	from
people’s	awareness,	with	parks,	gardens	and	even	zoos,	all	re-introduced	into	modern	Europe,	not	by	the	religions	of	the	Book,	and	not	by	utilitarian	atheists,	but	by	the	Classically-inspired	planners	of	the	Enlightenment.	In	the	present	day,	the	Pagan	tradition	manifests	both	as	communities	reclaiming	their	ancient	sites	and	ceremonies	(especially	in
Eastern	Europe),	to	put	humankind	back	in	harmony	with	the	Earth,	and	as	individuals	pursuing	a	personal	spiritual	path	alone	or	in	a	small	group	(especially	in	Western	Europe	and	the	European-settled	countries	abroad),	under	the	tutelage	of	one	of	the	Pagan	divinities.	To	most	modern	Pagans	in	the	West,	the	whole	of	life	is	to	be	affirmed	joyfully
and	without	shame,	as	long	as	other	people	are	not	harmed	by	one’s	own	tastes.	Modern	Pagans	tend	to	be	relaxed	and	at	ease	with	themselves	and	others,	and	women	in	particular	have	a	dignity	which	is	not	always	found	outside	Pagan	circles.	Modern	Pagans,	not	tied	down	either	by	the	customs	of	an	established	religion	or	by	the	dogmas	of	a
revealed	one,	are	often	creative,	playful	and	individualistic,	affirming	the	importance	of	the	individual	psyche	as	it	interfaces	with	a	greater	power.	There	is	a	respect	for	all	of	life	and	usually	a	desire	to	participate	with	rather	than	to	dominate	other	beings.	What	playwright	Eugene	O’Neil	called	“the	creative	Pagan	acceptance	of	life”	is	at	the
forefront	of	the	modern	movement.	This	is	bringing	something	new	to	religious	life	and	to	social	behaviour,	a	way	of	pluralism	without	fragmentation,	of	creativity	without	anarchy,	of	wisdom	without	dogma.	Here	is	an	age-old	current	surfacing	in	a	new	form	suited	to	the	needs	of	the	present	day.	Kind	thanks	to	Prudence	Jones	for	the	wording	of	this
page	So	who	are	pagans?	Learn	about	the	origin,	history,	and	traditions	of	paganism	as	we	explore	what	pagans	believe	and	practice	today.Pagan	DefinitionPagan;	Paganism:	"a	person	holding	religious	beliefs	other	than	those	of	the	main	world	religions;	a	religion	other	than	one	of	the	main	world	religions,	specifically	a	non-Christian	or	pre-Christian
religion."According	to	Merriam-Webster,	the	term	“Pagan”	comes	from	the	Late	Latin	word	paganus,	which	was	used	at	the	end	of	the	Roman	Empire	to	identify	those	who	practiced	a	religion	other	than	Christianity,	Judaism,	or	Islam.	Early	Christians	often	used	the	term	to	refer	to	non-Christians	who	worshiped	multiple	deities.	In	Latin,	paganus
originally	meant	“country	dweller”	or	“civilian;”	it	is	believed	that	the	word’s	religious	meaning	developed	either	from	the	enduring	non-Christian	religious	practices	of	those	who	lived	far	from	the	Roman	cities	where	Christianity	was	more	quickly	adopted,	or	from	the	fact	that	early	Christians	referred	to	themselves	as	“soldiers	of	Christ,”	making
nonbelievers	“civilians.”	Origin	and	History	of	PaganismAccording	to	patheos.com,	Paganism	represents	a	wide	variety	of	traditions	that	emphasize	reverence	for	nature	and	a	revival	of	ancient	polytheistic	and	animistic	religious	practices.	Some	modern	forms	of	Paganism	have	their	roots	in	19th	century	C.E.	European	nationalism	(including	the
British	Order	of	Druids),	but	most	contemporary	Pagan	groups	trace	their	immediate	organizational	roots	to	the	1960s	and	have	an	emphasis	on	archetypal	psychology	and	a	spiritual	interest	in	nature.Paganism	is	simultaneously	a	prehistoric	and	postmodern	religion-it	is	as	ancient	as	the	fertility	symbols	associated	with	the	veneration	of	gods	and
goddesses	tens	of	thousands	of	years	ago,	while	its	newest	forms	have	emerged	as	recently	as	the	mid-20th	century.	Broadly	speaking,	Paganism	encompasses	two	key	characteristics:	1)	religious	and	spiritual	practices	concerning	the	worship	of,	or	devotion	to,	the	earth,	the	natural	world,	and/or	the	manifest	physical	universe;	and/or	2)	belief	in
spiritual	beings:	goddesses,	gods,	nature	spirits	(fairies,	elves,	power	animals),	and	ancestral	spirits.Pagan	BeliefsWikipedia.com	lists	the	following	two	primary	elements	of	pagan	beliefs.Polytheism:	One	principle	of	the	Pagan	movement	is	polytheism,	the	belief	in	and	veneration	of	multiple	gods	or	goddesses.	Within	the	Pagan	movement,	there	can
be	found	many	deities,	both	male	and	female,	who	have	various	associations	and	embody	forces	of	nature,	aspects	of	culture,	and	facets	of	human	psychology.	These	deities	are	typically	depicted	in	human	form	and	are	viewed	as	having	human	faults.	They	are	therefore	not	seen	as	perfect,	but	rather	are	venerated	as	being	wise	and	powerful.	Pagans
feel	that	this	understanding	of	the	gods	reflected	the	dynamics	of	life	on	Earth,	allowing	for	the	expression	of	humor.Animism:	A	key	part	of	most	Pagan	worldviews	is	the	holistic	concept	of	a	universe	that	is	interconnected.	This	is	connected	with	a	belief	in	either	pantheism	or	panentheism.	In	both	beliefs,	divinity	and	the	material	or	spiritual	universe
are	one.	For	pagans,	pantheism	means	that	"divinity	is	inseparable	from	nature	and	that	deity	is	immanent	in	nature".Click	here	to	learn	more	about	Animism:	definition	and	examples.Pagan	RitualsPhoto	from	Flickr	of	Pagan	festivalAs	also	described	on	Wikipedia.com,	Pagan	ritual	can	take	place	in	both	a	public	and	private	setting.	Contemporary
Pagan	ritual	is	typically	geared	towards	"facilitating	altered	states	of	awareness	or	shifting	mindsets."	In	order	to	induce	such	altered	states	of	consciousness,	pagans	utilize	such	elements	as	drumming,	visualization,	chanting,	singing,	dancing,	and	meditation.	American	folklorist	Sabina	Magliocco	came	to	the	conclusion,	based	upon	her	ethnographic
fieldwork	in	California	that	certain	Pagan	beliefs	"arise	from	what	they	experience	during	religious	ecstasy."Paganism's	public	rituals	are	generally	calendrical,	although	the	pre-Christian	festivals	that	Pagans	use	as	a	basis	varied	across	Europe.	Nevertheless,	common	to	almost	all	Pagan	religions	is	an	emphasis	on	an	agricultural	cycle	and	respect
for	the	dead.	Common	Pagan	festivals	include	those	marking	the	summer	solstice	and	winter	solstice	as	well	as	the	start	of	spring	and	the	harvest.The	Pagan	Woman	in	Matthew	15Faith	is	often	found	in	unlikely	places.	The	Bible	tells	the	story	of	a	pagan	woman	whom	Jesus	commended	for	her	great	faith	(Matthew	15).	She	was	not	raised	as	a	Jew,
knowing	the	Scriptures.	She	certainly	did	not	have	the	privilege	of	walking	and	talking	with	Jesus	as	the	disciples	had.	This	woman	had	been	raised	in	a	godless	home,	in	a	home	filled	with	idols.	But	with	what	little	she	knew	about	Jesus,	she	applied	dramatic	faith.	We	could	even	describe	it	as	amazing	faith.One	would	have	thought	that	the	strongest
faith	would	have	come	from	one	of	Jesus’	disciples	like	Peter,	James,	or	John.	But	it	came	from	this	pagan	woman.	The	only	other	time	Jesus	called	out	someone’s	faith	as	an	example	was	when	a	Roman	centurion—another	Gentile—asked	Him	to	heal	his	servant.Excerpt	from	"The	Faith	of	a	Pagan?"	by	Greg	LaurieBible	Verses	about
PagansDeuteronomy	18:9-12	-	“When	you	come	into	the	land	that	the	Lord	your	God	is	giving	you,	you	shall	not	learn	to	follow	the	abominable	practices	of	those	nations.	There	shall	not	be	found	among	you	anyone	who	burns	his	son	or	his	daughter	as	an	offering,	anyone	who	practices	divination	or	tells	fortunes	or	interprets	omens,	or	a	sorcerer	or	a
charmer	or	a	medium	or	a	necromancer	or	one	who	inquires	of	the	dead,	for	whoever	does	these	things	is	an	abomination	to	the	Lord.	And	because	of	these	abominations	the	Lord	your	God	is	driving	them	out	before	you."Exodus	20:1-26	-	"And	God	spoke	all	these	words,	saying,	“I	am	the	Lord	your	God,	who	brought	you	out	of	the	land	of	Egypt,	out
of	the	house	of	slavery.	'You	shall	have	no	other	gods	before	me.	You	shall	not	make	for	yourself	a	carved	image	or	any	likeness	of	anything	that	is	in	heaven	above,	or	that	is	in	the	earth	beneath,	or	that	is	in	the	water	under	the	earth.	You	shall	not	bow	down	to	them	or	serve	them,	for	I	the	Lord	your	God	am	a	jealous	God,	visiting	the	iniquity	of	the
fathers	on	the	children	to	the	third	and	the	fourth	generation	of	those	who	hate	me,'"1	Corinthians	6:9-11	-	"Or	do	you	not	know	that	the	unrighteous	will	not	inherit	the	kingdom	of	God?	Do	not	be	deceived:	neither	the	sexually	immoral,	nor	idolaters,	nor	adulterers,	nor	men	who	practice	homosexuality,	nor	thieves,	nor	the	greedy,	nor	drunkards,	nor
revilers,	nor	swindlers	will	inherit	the	kingdom	of	God.	And	such	were	some	of	you.	But	you	were	washed,	you	were	sanctified,	you	were	justified	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	and	by	the	Spirit	of	our	God."Acts	8:9-13	-	"But	there	was	a	man	named	Simon,	who	had	previously	practiced	magic	in	the	city	and	amazed	the	people	of	Samaria,	saying
that	he	himself	was	somebody	great.	They	all	paid	attention	to	him,	from	the	least	to	the	greatest,	saying,	'This	man	is	the	power	of	God	that	is	called	Great.'	And	they	paid	attention	to	him	because	for	a	long	time	he	had	amazed	them	with	his	magic.	But	when	they	believed	Philip	as	he	preached	good	news	about	the	kingdom	of	God	and	the	name	of
Jesus	Christ,	they	were	baptized,	both	men	and	women.	Even	Simon	himself	believed,	and	after	being	baptized	he	continued	with	Philip.	And	seeing	signs	and	great	miracles	performed,	he	was	amazed."Leviticus	26:1-46	-	“You	shall	not	make	idols	for	yourselves	or	erect	an	image	or	pillar,	and	you	shall	not	set	up	a	figured	stone	in	your	land	to	bow
down	to	it,	for	I	am	the	Lord	your	God.	You	shall	keep	my	Sabbaths	and	reverence	my	sanctuary:	I	am	the	Lord.	'If	you	walk	in	my	statutes	and	observe	my	commandments	and	do	them,	then	I	will	give	you	your	rains	in	their	season,	and	the	land	shall	yield	its	increase,	and	the	trees	of	the	field	shall	yield	their	fruit.	Your	threshing	shall	last	to	the	time
of	the	grape	harvest,	and	the	grape	harvest	shall	last	to	the	time	for	sowing.	And	you	shall	eat	your	bread	to	the	full	and	dwell	in	your	land	securely.'"	Ezekiel	13:18	-	"And	say,	Thus	says	the	Lord	God:	'Woe	to	the	women	who	sew	magic	bands	upon	all	wrists,	and	make	veils	for	the	heads	of	persons	of	every	stature,	in	the	hunt	for	souls!	Will	you	hunt
down	souls	belonging	to	my	people	and	keep	your	own	souls	alive?'"2	Thessalonians	2:9	-	The	coming	of	the	lawless	one	is	by	the	activity	of	Satan	with	all	power	and	false	signs	and	wonders,Jeremiah	10:1-5	-	"Hear	the	word	that	the	Lord	speaks	to	you,	O	house	of	Israel.	Thus	says	the	Lord:	'Learn	not	the	way	of	the	nations,	nor	be	dismayed	at	the
signs	of	the	heavens	because	the	nations	are	dismayed	at	them,	for	the	customs	of	the	peoples	are	vanity.	A	tree	from	the	forest	is	cut	down	and	worked	with	an	axe	by	the	hands	of	a	craftsman.	They	decorate	it	with	silver	and	gold;	they	fasten	it	with	hammer	and	nails	so	that	it	cannot	move.	Their	idols	are	like	scarecrows	in	a	cucumber	field,	and
they	cannot	speak;	they	have	to	be	carried,	for	they	cannot	walk.	Do	not	be	afraid	of	them,	for	they	cannot	do	evil,	neither	is	it	in	them	to	do	good.'”	SourcesDefinition	of	Paganism	-	Merriam-Webster.comPagan	Origins,	Pagan	History,	Pagan	Beliefs	-	Patheos.comModern	Paganism	-	Wikipedia.org	Paganism	encompasses	a	diverse	community	with
some	groups	concentrating	on	specific	traditions,	practices	or	elements	such	as	ecology,	witchcraft,	Celtic	traditions	or	certain	gods.Wiccans,	Druids,	Shamans,	Sacred	Ecologists,	Odinists	and	Heathens	all	make	up	parts	of	the	Pagan	community.	Paganism	is	a	broad	term	that	encompasses	many	different	spiritual	beliefs	and	practices	that	are
typically	not	part	of	the	major	world	religions.	It	is	often	rooted	in	ancient	polytheistic	traditions	and	can	involve	rituals,	ceremonies,	and	a	focus	on	nature	and	the	elements.	Paganism	can	include	Wicca,	Druidry,	Heathenry,	and	other	earth-based	spiritual	paths.	Followers	of	paganism	may	worship	multiple	gods	and	goddesses,	or	they	may	practice	a
form	of	animism,	seeing	the	divine	in	all	living	things.	Overall,	paganism	is	a	diverse	and	inclusive	spiritual	path	that	emphasizes	connection	to	the	earth	and	the	natural	world.	The	term	“pagan”	has	an	interesting	origin,	stemming	from	the	Latin	word	*paganus*,	which	beautifully	translates	to	“villager”	or	“country	dweller”.	The	term	has	come	to	be
used	to	refer	to	followers	of	polytheistic	religions	or	those	who	are	not	affiliated	with	Abrahamic	religions	such	as	Christianity,	Judaism,	or	Islam.	This	term	is	often	used	in	a	derogatory	or	dismissive	manner,	but	many	modern	pagans	have	reclaimed	the	term	and	proudly	identify	as	such,	practicing	ancient	rituals	and	honoring	nature	in	their	spiritual
beliefs.	The	term	pagan	carries	with	it	a	sense	of	connection	to	the	land	and	a	reverence	for	the	earth	that	is	deeply	ingrained	in	its	historical	roots.	We	feel	this	label	tells	a	story	of	a	way	of	life	deeply	connected	with	nature	and	the	traditional	ways	of	ancient	communities.	The	roots	of	paganism	can	be	traced	back	to	ancient	prehistoric	cultures,
where	animistic	beliefs	in	nature	spirits	and	ancestor	worship	were	prevalent.	As	human	societies	developed	and	organized	into	more	complex	civilizations,	various	polytheistic	religions	emerged,	such	as	the	more	popular:	Egyptian	Greek	Roman	Norse	Celtic	As	well	as	many	varied	belief	systems	across	Africa,	Asia,	and	the	Americas.	These
pantheons	of	gods,	goddesses,	and	other	metaphysical	beings	represented	various	natural	forces,	human	nature,	or	other	aspects	of	spirituality	and	the	world	around	us.	Some	pagans	view	these	as	individual	entities,	parts	of	a	single	whole,	or	just	symbolic	representations	of	all	those	forces.		The	classical	civilizations	of	Greece	and	Rome	had	a
significant	influence	on	shaping	paganism	as	it	is	known	today.	These	cultures	worshipped	a	pantheon	of	gods	and	goddesses	and	performed	elaborate	rituals	to	honor	them.	The	spread	of	Christianity	in	the	Roman	Empire	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	history	of	paganism,	as	the	new	monotheistic	religion	sought	to	eliminate	rival	belief	systems.
Pagan	practices	were	eventually	suppressed	and	marginalized,	leading	to	the	decline	of	traditional	polytheistic	religions	in	Europe.	Despite	centuries	of	persecution	and	repression,	pagan	beliefs	never	completely	disappeared.	In	the	modern	era,	there	has	been	a	revival	of	interest	in	pagan	spirituality,	fueled	by	a	desire	to	reconnect	with	nature,	honor
indigenous	traditions,	and	explore	alternative	forms	of	spirituality.	This	resurgence	has	led	to	the	formation	of	various	neo-pagan	movements,	such	as	Wicca,	Modern	Druidry,	and	Heathenry,	which	draw	inspiration	from	ancient	pagan	practices	while	adapting	them	to	contemporary	needs	and	sensibilities.	Overall,	the	history	of	paganism	is	a	complex
and	multifaceted	tale	of	diverse	cultural	influences,	religious	developments,	and	spiritual	transformations.	From	its	ancient	roots	in	prehistoric	animism	to	its	modern	expression	in	neo-paganism,	paganism	has	endured	and	evolved	over	millennia,	offering	a	rich	tapestry	of	beliefs	and	practices	for	those	seeking	a	deeper	connection	to	the	sacred	and
the	divine.	Paganism	encompasses	a	wide	range	of	beliefs	and	practices,	but	some	core	themes	emerge	across	traditions.	The	belief	in	multiple	deities.	These	deities	may	represent	natural	forces,	specific	aspects	of	life,	or	ancestors.	Pagans	may	view	these	deities	as	separate	entities	or	as	different	facets	of	a	single	divine	being.	The	belief	that	spirits
inhabit	all	things,	from	plants	and	animals	to	rocks	and	rivers.	This	belief	fosters	a	sense	of	connection	with	the	natural	world	and	encourages	respectful	interaction	with	all	living	things	Pagans	view	the	natural	world	as	sacred,	imbued	with	divinity,	and	cyclical	in	nature.	This	reverence	for	nature	is	often	reflected	in	rituals	and	celebrations	that
correspond	with	seasonal	shifts.	Emphasis	on	the	importance	of	personal	responsibility,	ethics,	and	living	in	harmony	with	the	earth	and	all	living	beings.	Connection	to	ancient	wisdom,	mythology,	and	folklore,	drawing	inspiration	from	a	variety	of	cultural	traditions.	Respect	for	diversity	and	inclusivity,	recognizing	the	value	of	different	beliefs	and
practices	within	the	pagan	community.	Information	&	Assistance	is	a	valuable	resource	for	new	pagans	and	individuals	seeking	information	about	paganism.	Our	service	is	designed	to	provide	accurate	and	reliable	information,	helping	users	navigate	the	world	of	paganism	with	ease.	Our	knowledgeable	team	is	here	to	answer	your	questions	and	point
you	in	the	right	direction,	ensuring	that	your	journey	into	paganism	is	filled	with	support	and	guidance.	The	Mentorship	&	Guidance	program	offered	by	The	Pagan	Project	provides	a	valuable	opportunity	for	individuals	to	connect	with	experienced	mentors	who	can	offer	personalized	support	on	their	pagan	path.	These	mentors	possess	extensive
knowledge	about	various	pagan	traditions	and	are	able	to	provide	advice	and	resources	to	enhance	spiritual	practices.	Public	Awareness	is	aimed	at	curating	public	messages	to	enhance	the	image	of	pagans	and	promote	public	acceptance.	By	working	closely	with	our	partner	content	creators,	we	strive	to	change	perceptions	and	foster	understanding
about	paganism.	We	brings	together	thought-provoking	content	and	engaging	campaigns	that	aim	to	bridge	the	gap	between	different	belief	systems.	We	are	dedicated	to	driving	positive	change	and	increasing	public	acceptance	of	paganism.	Pagans	respect	nature	as	divine	©	Although	Paganism	covers	a	wide	spectrum	of	ideas,	these	elements	sum
up	the	beliefs	of	the	majority.	Nature	The	recognition	of	the	divine	in	nature	is	at	the	heart	of	Pagan	belief.	Pagans	are	deeply	aware	of	the	natural	world	and	see	the	power	of	the	divine	in	the	ongoing	cycle	of	life	and	death.	Most	Pagans	are	eco-friendly,	seeking	to	live	in	a	way	that	minimises	harm	to	the	natural	environment.	Concepts	of	the	divine
Pagans	worship	the	divine	in	many	different	forms,	through	feminine	as	well	as	masculine	imagery	and	also	as	without	gender.	The	most	important	and	widely	recognised	of	these	are	the	God	and	Goddess	(or	pantheons	of	God	and	Goddesses)	whose	annual	cycle	of	procreation,	giving	birth	and	dying	defines	the	Pagan	year.	Paganism	strongly
emphasises	equality	of	the	sexes.	Women	play	a	prominent	role	in	the	modern	Pagan	movement,	and	Goddess	worship	features	in	most	Pagan	ceremonies.	Pagan	theology	Paganism	is	not	based	on	doctrine	or	liturgy.	Many	pagans	believe	'if	it	harms	none,	do	what	you	will'.	Following	this	code,	Pagan	theology	is	based	primarily	on	experience,	with
the	aim	of	Pagan	ritual	being	to	make	contact	with	the	divine	in	the	world	that	surrounds	them.	In	order	to	see	this	content	you	need	to	have	both	Javascript	enabled	and	Flash	installed.	Visit	BBC	Webwise	for	full	instructions	Paganism	is	an	ancient	belief	system	that	has	been	around	for	thousands	of	years.	It	is	a	polytheistic	religion	that	is	based	on
the	worship	of	nature	and	the	cycles	of	the	natural	world.	Pagans	believe	in	the	interconnectedness	of	all	things	and	strive	to	live	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world.	This	article	will	explore	the	beliefs	and	practices	of	the	Pagan	religion,	and	how	they	differ	from	other	religions.	It	will	also	look	at	some	of	the	common	misconceptions	surrounding
Paganism	and	explain	why	the	religion	has	become	increasingly	popular	in	recent	years.	Paganism	is	an	umbrella	term	used	to	describe	a	diverse	set	of	spiritual	and	religious	beliefs	that	are	based	on	the	worship	of	nature	and	the	Earth.	It	is	a	broad	term	that	encompasses	many	different	belief	systems,	including	Wicca,	Druidry,	Asatru,	and	other
forms	of	polytheism.	Paganism	is	rooted	in	ancient	spiritual	traditions,	often	involving	the	worship	of	multiple	deities,	and	the	belief	that	the	natural	world	is	alive	and	interconnected.	It	is	based	on	a	reverence	for	nature,	the	cycles	of	the	Earth,	and	the	belief	that	the	divine	is	found	in	all	things.	What	are	Pagan	beliefs?	Pagan	beliefs	are	varied	and
can	vary	from	one	person	or	group	to	another,	but	some	common	themes	include:	The	Worship	of	Nature:	Pagans	believe	that	the	natural	world	is	alive	and	interconnected,	and	that	the	divine	is	found	in	all	things.	Nature	is	a	source	of	wisdom,	power,	and	inspiration,	and	Pagans	often	seek	to	commune	with	nature	in	order	to	gain	insight	and
knowledge.	Polytheism:	Pagans	often	believe	in	multiple	deities,	and	respect	a	variety	of	pantheons	from	different	cultures.	Each	deity	is	seen	as	having	unique	qualities	and	attributes,	and	is	honored	and	respected	in	their	own	right.	The	Cycle	of	the	Year:	Pagans	celebrate	the	changing	of	the	seasons,	and	many	follow	a	system	of	ritualistic
observances	that	honor	the	turning	of	the	Wheel	of	the	Year.	These	observances	often	involve	honoring	the	deities	associated	with	the	changing	of	the	seasons,	as	well	as	celebrating	the	changing	of	one’s	own	life.	Magic:	Pagans	often	practice	various	forms	of	magical	and	ritualistic	work,	such	as	spell	casting,	divination,	and	other	forms	of	energy
work.	This	is	often	done	in	order	to	bring	about	desired	changes	in	one’s	life,	or	to	connect	with	the	divine.	Reverence	for	Life:	Pagans	believe	in	respecting	all	life,	and	often	strive	to	live	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world.	They	seek	to	honor	and	protect	the	environment,	and	to	promote	peace	and	justice	in	the	world.	What	is	the	difference	between
Paganism	and	other	religions?	Paganism	is	a	distinct	spiritual	tradition,	with	its	own	set	of	beliefs	and	practices	that	are	distinct	from	other	religions.	It	is	not	an	organized	religion,	and	does	not	have	a	single	set	of	beliefs	or	practices	that	all	Pagans	must	adhere	to.	In	contrast	to	many	other	religions,	Paganism	does	not	have	a	single	set	of	scriptures
or	holy	texts.	While	some	Pagans	read	and	study	a	variety	of	ancient	texts,	there	is	no	central	text	that	all	Pagans	must	accept.	CHECK		God:	Pagan	Origin	and	MeaningPaganism	is	also	distinct	from	other	religions	in	that	it	is	not	based	on	a	single	founder,	but	rather	on	a	variety	of	ancient	traditions,	beliefs,	and	practices.	It	is	a	highly	individualized
spiritual	path,	and	each	Pagan	is	free	to	develop	their	own	unique	set	of	beliefs	and	practices.	Paganism	is	also	distinct	from	other	religions	in	its	focus	on	nature.	Pagans	often	seek	to	honor	and	commune	with	the	natural	world,	and	to	live	in	harmony	with	the	Earth.	They	often	have	deep	respect	for	the	cycles	of	the	seasons,	and	celebrate	the
changing	of	the	Wheel	of	the	Year.	What	are	some	common	Pagan	practices?	Pagan	practices	vary	widely	from	one	person	or	group	to	another,	but	some	common	practices	include:	Rituals:	Pagans	often	practice	various	forms	of	ritualistic	work,	such	as	spell	casting,	divination,	and	other	forms	of	energy	work.	This	is	often	done	in	order	to	bring	about
desired	changes	in	one’s	life,	or	to	connect	with	the	divine.	Meditation:	Pagans	often	practice	various	forms	of	meditation,	such	as	mindfulness,	visualizations,	and	trance	states.	This	is	often	done	in	order	to	calm	the	mind,	gain	insight	and	knowledge,	and	connect	with	the	divine.	Celebrations:	Pagans	often	celebrate	the	changing	of	the	seasons	and
the	turning	of	the	Wheel	of	the	Year.	These	celebrations	often	involve	honoring	the	deities	associated	with	the	changing	of	the	seasons,	as	well	as	celebrating	the	changing	of	one’s	own	life.	Prayers:	Pagans	often	practice	various	forms	of	prayer,	either	in	solitary	or	with	a	group.	This	is	often	done	in	order	to	give	thanks,	to	ask	for	guidance,	or	to	ask
for	blessings.	Gathering:	Pagans	often	gather	in	groups	to	celebrate	the	changing	of	the	seasons,	to	share	knowledge	and	stories,	and	to	build	community.	Conclusion	Paganism	is	an	ancient	spiritual	tradition	that	is	rooted	in	the	worship	of	nature	and	the	Earth.	It	is	a	highly	individualized	path,	and	each	Pagan	is	free	to	develop	their	own	unique	set
of	beliefs	and	practices.	Pagans	often	practice	various	forms	of	ritualistic	work,	such	as	spell	casting,	divination,	and	other	forms	of	energy	work.	They	also	celebrate	the	changing	of	the	seasons,	and	often	gather	in	groups	to	share	knowledge,	stories,	and	to	build	community.	Paganism	is	a	diverse	set	of	spiritual	beliefs	and	practices	that	have	been
practiced	for	centuries.	It	is	based	on	the	belief	in	the	interconnectedness	of	all	things	and	the	power	of	nature.	Pagans	believe	in	the	divine	within	all	of	us,	and	honor	the	cycles	of	the	natural	world.	They	also	believe	in	the	power	of	ritual	to	create	and	sustain	connection	with	the	divine,	and	use	ritual	to	celebrate	seasonal	changes	and	important	life
events.	Paganism	is	a	spiritual	path	that	encourages	a	deep	respect	for	the	earth	and	all	of	its	inhabitants.	It	is	an	open	and	inclusive	faith	that	is	rooted	in	nature	and	focused	on	personal	growth	and	community	connection.	Ultimately,	paganism	is	a	way	of	life	that	encourages	its	followers	to	live	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world	and	to	foster	a	sense
of	connection	to	the	divine.	In	a	world	filled	with	diverse	spiritual	practices,	one	path	stands	out	for	its	ancient	roots	and	mystical	allure	–	Modern	Paganism.	Often	misunderstood	and	surrounded	by	misconceptions,	Paganism	is	a	vibrant	and	evolving	belief	system	that	honors	nature,	celebrates	polytheism	and	embraces	personal	spiritual	experiences.
In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	delve	into	the	depths	of	Modern	Paganism,	exploring	its	origins,	diverse	traditions,	and	the	core	principles	that	shape	its	followers’	lives.	So,	let’s	embark	on	a	journey	of	discovery,	shedding	light	on	the	mysteries	of	this	ancient	path.	The	Origins	of	Paganism	To	understand	Modern	Paganism,	we	must	first	explore
its	historical	roots.	The	term	“Pagan”	derives	from	the	Latin	word	“pāgānus,”	meaning	“related	to	the	countryside”	or	“rural.”	Originally	used	by	the	early	Christian	Church	to	describe	non-Christian	practices,	the	word	gradually	evolved	to	encompass	a	wide	range	of	non-Abrahamic	religions.	These	included	ancient	European	paganisms,	such	as	the
Greek,	Roman,	Celtic,	and	Norse	traditions,	as	well	as	indigenous	practices	from	around	the	world.	The	Diversity	of	Modern	Paganism	Modern	Paganism	is	characterized	by	its	rich	diversity,	with	practitioners	drawing	inspiration	from	various	ancient	traditions	and	creating	their	own	unique	paths.	While	it	is	impossible	to	provide	an	exhaustive	list	of
all	Pagan	traditions,	we	will	explore	several	major	ones	to	provide	a	glimpse	into	the	vibrant	tapestry	of	Modern	Pagan	practice.	Wicca:	A	Path	of	Witchcraft	and	Goddess	Worship	Wicca	is	a	modern	pagan	religion	that	draws	inspiration	from	pre-Christian	European	religions.	Wicca	is	commonly	referred	to	as	witchcraft	or	the	craft,	and	its	followers
are	often	called	witches.	Wicca	is	a	diverse	religion,	with	no	centralized	governing	body	or	holy	book.	Instead,	Wiccans	base	their	practices	on	ritual	and	direct	spiritual	experience.	The	origins	of	Wicca	can	be	traced	back	to	the	1950s,	when	British	civil	servant	Gerald	Gardner	introduced	the	religion	to	the	public.	Gardner	claimed	that	Wicca	was	an
ancient	religion	that	had	survived	underground	for	centuries.	However,	there	is	little	evidence	to	support	this	claim,	and	most	scholars	agree	that	Wicca	is	a	modern	invention.	Despite	its	relatively	recent	origins,	Wicca	has	become	one	of	the	fastest-growing	religions	in	the	world.	Its	emphasis	on	personal	experience	and	direct	connection	with	the
divine	has	attracted	many	people	who	feel	disillusioned	with	traditional	religions.	Wiccans	believe	in	a	duotheistic	deity,	which	is	often	represented	as	a	god	and	a	goddess.	The	god	and	goddess	are	seen	as	complementary,	and	both	are	necessary	for	the	balance	of	the	universe.	Wiccans	also	believe	in	the	existence	of	other	spiritual	beings,	such	as
fairies	and	spirits	of	the	dead.	Wiccans	celebrate	the	seasonal	changes	of	nature	through	yearly	rituals	known	as	sabbats.	There	are	eight	sabbats	in	total,	which	mark	the	solstices,	equinoxes,	and	cross-quarter	days.	The	sabbats	are	celebrated	with	feasting,	dancing,	and	spellcasting.	Magic	is	an	integral	part	of	Wiccan	practice.	Wiccans	believe	that
magic	is	a	way	to	heal	and	empower	practitioners,	but	it	must	not	cause	harm.	Wiccans	also	believe	in	the	concept	of	karma,	which	states	that	the	energy	you	put	out	into	the	universe	will	come	back	to	you.	The	religion	incorporates	an	ethical	code	known	as	the	Wiccan	Rede.	The	Rede	states,	“An	it	harm	none,	do	what	ye	will.”	This	means	that
Wiccans	are	free	to	do	as	they	please,	as	long	as	it	does	not	harm	anyone	or	anything.	The	Wiccan	Rede	is	often	interpreted	as	a	call	to	environmentalism	and	social	justice.	Many	Wiccans	see	themselves	as	stewards	of	the	earth	and	work	to	protect	the	environment.	Wiccans	also	believe	in	the	importance	of	personal	responsibility	and	respect	for
others.	Wicca	has	faced	a	great	deal	of	persecution	over	the	years.	In	the	past,	witches	were	often	accused	of	practicing	black	magic	and	were	punished	with	torture	and	death.	Today,	Wiccans	still	face	discrimination	and	misunderstanding,	but	their	religion	is	recognized	as	a	legitimate	faith	in	many	countries.	Despite	the	challenges,	Wicca	continues
to	grow	and	evolve.	Today,	there	are	many	different	traditions	and	branches	of	Wicca,	each	with	its	own	unique	practices	and	beliefs.	Some	Wiccans	choose	to	work	in	covens,	while	others	practice	alone.	Many	Wiccans	also	incorporate	elements	from	other	spiritual	traditions	into	their	practice.	Druidry:	Reconnecting	with	Celtic	Spirituality	Druidry	is
a	spiritual	practice	that	traces	its	roots	to	ancient	Celtic	culture.	It	is	a	nature-based	religion	that	emphasizes	reverence	for	the	natural	world	and	the	interconnectedness	of	all	things.	Druids	are	known	for	their	close	relationship	with	nature,	their	deep	knowledge	of	the	natural	world,	and	their	use	of	rituals	and	ceremonies	to	honor	the	changing
seasons	and	cycles	of	life.	The	origins	of	Druidry	are	shrouded	in	mystery,	but	it	is	believed	to	have	developed	among	the	ancient	Celtic	peoples	of	Ireland,	Britain,	and	Gaul.	Druids	were	the	religious	leaders	of	these	communities,	serving	as	priests,	poets,	and	advisors	to	kings	and	chieftains.	They	were	renowned	for	their	wisdom,	knowledge	of	the
natural	world,	and	their	ability	to	communicate	with	the	spirits	of	the	land.	The	basic	beliefs	of	Druidry	revolve	around	the	idea	that	all	things	are	connected	and	that	everything	has	a	spirit	or	essence	that	should	be	respected	and	honored.	Druids	also	believe	in	the	power	of	ritual	and	ceremony	to	connect	with	the	spiritual	realm	and	to	bring	about
positive	change	in	the	world.	One	of	the	key	concepts	in	Druidry	is	the	idea	of	the	Three	Realms,	which	include	the	upper	world	(the	realm	of	the	gods	and	spirits),	the	middle	world	(the	realm	of	humans	and	animals),	and	the	lower	world	(the	realm	of	the	ancestors	and	the	dead).	Druids	believe	that	these	realms	are	interconnected	and	that	they	must
work	to	maintain	balance	and	harmony	between	them.	Druidry	also	emphasizes	the	importance	of	living	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world	and	of	developing	a	deep	connection	with	the	land.	This	includes	a	reverence	for	the	cycles	of	nature,	such	as	the	changing	seasons,	the	phases	of	the	moon,	and	the	movements	of	the	stars.	In	addition	to	their
spiritual	beliefs,	Druids	also	have	a	system	of	grades	that	reflects	their	level	of	knowledge	and	expertise.	These	grades	include	the	Bard,	the	Ovate,	and	the	Druid.	The	Bard	is	the	first	grade	and	is	focused	on	creativity	and	the	arts.	Bards	are	poets,	musicians,	storytellers,	and	artists	who	use	their	talents	to	celebrate	the	natural	world	and	to	inspire
others.	The	Ovate	is	the	second	grade	and	is	focused	on	healing	and	divination.	Ovates	are	skilled	in	the	use	of	herbs	and	other	natural	remedies,	as	well	as	in	the	art	of	divination	(the	ability	to	communicate	with	the	spiritual	realm).	The	Druid	is	the	highest	grade	and	is	focused	on	leadership	and	wisdom.	Druids	are	the	spiritual	leaders	of	the
community	and	are	responsible	for	guiding	others	on	their	spiritual	journey.	They	are	also	skilled	in	the	art	of	ritual	and	ceremony	and	play	an	important	role	in	maintaining	the	balance	and	harmony	of	the	Three	Realms.	Overall,	Druidry	is	a	rich	and	complex	spiritual	practice	that	emphasizes	the	importance	of	living	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world
and	of	developing	a	deep	connection	with	the	land.	It	is	a	practice	that	has	deep	roots	in	ancient	Celtic	culture	and	that	continues	to	inspire	and	guide	people	today.	Heathenry:	Honoring	the	Gods	of	the	Norse	Heathenry,	also	known	as	Germanic	Neopaganism,	is	a	religious	movement	that	seeks	to	revive	the	religious	practices	of	pre-Christian	North
European	peoples.	Modern	Heathen	groups	around	the	world	are	reviving	these	practices	and	work	to	build	healthy	relationships	with	gods,	goddesses,	ancestors,	spirits	of	the	land,	and	others	in	their	communities.	Heathenry	is	polytheistic	and	recognizes	a	large	number	of	gods	and	other	spiritual	entities,	and	respect	for	ancestors	is	also	important.
There	are	no	central	authorities	or	widely	recognized	priesthood	in	Heathenry,	and	many	belong	to	small	groups	made	up	of	Heathen	friends.	Heathenry	is	a	polytheistic	religion,	which	means	that	it	recognizes	many	gods	and	goddesses.	The	gods	and	goddesses	of	Heathenry	are	seen	as	powerful	spiritual	entities	that	have	the	ability	to	influence	the
world	and	the	lives	of	humans.	These	gods	and	goddesses	are	seen	as	having	different	areas	of	influence,	such	as	Thor,	the	god	of	thunder,	and	Freyja,	the	goddess	of	love	and	fertility.	Heathenry	also	places	a	strong	emphasis	on	the	importance	of	ancestors.	Ancestors	are	seen	as	being	important	spiritual	figures	that	can	aid	and	guide	the	living.
Heathens	often	honor	their	ancestors	through	rituals	and	offerings,	such	as	pouring	out	a	libation	or	offering	food	or	drink.	Some	Heathens	also	believe	in	the	existence	of	land	spirits	and	other	spiritual	entities	that	inhabit	the	natural	world.	The	history	of	Heathenry	goes	back	to	the	pre-Christian	religions	of	the	Germanic	peoples.	These	religions
were	polytheistic	and	recognized	many	gods	and	goddesses.	These	religions	were	also	closely	tied	to	the	natural	world	and	recognized	the	importance	of	ancestors	and	spirits	of	the	land.	With	the	spread	of	Christianity	throughout	Europe,	the	old	pagan	religions	were	slowly	replaced	by	the	new	religion.	However,	some	aspects	of	the	old	religions
persisted,	particularly	in	rural	areas	where	the	old	ways	were	still	practiced.	In	the	19th	century,	there	was	a	renewed	interest	in	the	old	pagan	religions	of	Europe.	This	interest	was	fueled	by	the	emerging	fields	of	folklore	and	anthropology,	which	sought	to	document	and	preserve	the	traditions	of	the	past.	This	interest	in	the	old	religions	continued
into	the	20th	century,	and	in	the	1970s,	a	revival	of	Heathenry	began	in	the	United	States.	Today,	Heathenry	is	practiced	around	the	world,	with	many	different	groups	and	organizations	dedicated	to	the	revival	of	the	old	pagan	religions.	These	groups	often	draw	on	historical	sources,	such	as	the	Icelandic	sagas	and	the	Eddas,	to	reconstruct	the	old
religions.	Heathenry	is	a	religion	that	places	a	strong	emphasis	on	ritual	and	practice.	These	rituals	and	practices	are	seen	as	a	way	to	build	relationships	with	the	gods	and	goddesses,	as	well	as	with	ancestors	and	other	spiritual	entities.	One	of	the	most	common	rituals	in	Heathenry	is	the	blót,	which	is	a	ritual	sacrifice.	The	sacrifice	can	be	an
animal,	such	as	a	goat	or	a	pig,	or	it	can	be	a	symbolic	sacrifice,	such	as	pouring	out	a	libation	of	mead	or	other	drink.	The	sacrifice	is	seen	as	a	way	to	offer	something	of	value	to	the	gods	and	goddesses,	and	to	build	a	relationship	with	them.	Another	important	part	of	Heathenry	is	the	use	of	runes.	Runes	are	a	set	of	symbols	that	were	used	in	the	old
pagan	religions	of	Europe	for	writing	and	divination.	Today,	many	Heathens	use	runes	for	divination	or	as	a	way	to	connect	with	the	gods	and	goddesses.	Eclectic	Paganism:	Embracing	Personal	Paths	Eclectic	Paganism	is	a	spiritual	path	that	has	gained	popularity	in	recent	years	due	to	its	highly	individualistic	nature.	Unlike	other	religions,	Eclectic
Paganism	allows	individuals	to	create	their	own	unique	theology	by	borrowing	beliefs	and	values	from	various	Pagan	traditions.	In	this	article,	we’ll	explore	the	history	of	Eclectic	Paganism	and	its	common	practices.	Eclectic	Paganism	is	a	relatively	new	spiritual	path	that	emerged	in	the	20th	century.	It	is	a	combination	of	different	Pagan	beliefs	and
practices,	including	Wicca,	Druidry,	Shamanism,	and	other	nature-based	religions.	The	term	‘Eclectic’	refers	to	the	fact	that	practitioners	of	this	spiritual	path	pick	and	choose	from	different	traditions	to	create	their	own	unique	spirituality.	The	earliest	example	of	Eclectic	Paganism	can	be	traced	back	to	the	1960s	and	1970s,	when	Wicca	began	to
gain	popularity	in	the	United	States	and	Europe.	Wicca	is	a	modern	form	of	Paganism	that	was	created	by	Gerald	Gardner	in	the	1950s.	It	is	a	nature-based	religion	that	focuses	on	the	worship	of	a	goddess	and	a	god,	and	the	practice	of	magic.	However,	not	everyone	who	was	interested	in	nature-based	religions	wanted	to	follow	a	strict	set	of	rules
and	beliefs.	Many	people	began	to	explore	other	Pagan	traditions	and	combine	them	with	the	practices	of	Wicca.	This	led	to	the	emergence	of	Eclectic	Wicca,	which	is	a	form	of	Wicca	that	allows	practitioners	to	pick	and	choose	from	different	traditions.	Over	time,	Eclectic	Wicca	evolved	into	Eclectic	Paganism,	which	is	now	a	distinct	spiritual	path	in
its	own	right.	Today,	there	are	thousands	of	people	around	the	world	who	identify	as	Eclectic	Pagans.	One	of	the	defining	features	of	Eclectic	Paganism	is	its	highly	individualistic	nature.	Practitioners	of	this	spiritual	path	are	encouraged	to	create	their	own	unique	theology	by	borrowing	beliefs	and	practices	from	different	Pagan	traditions.	However,
there	are	some	common	practices	that	are	shared	by	many	Eclectic	Pagans:	Eclectic	Pagans	believe	that	nature	is	sacred	and	should	be	respected	and	revered.	Many	practitioners	of	this	spiritual	path	spend	time	in	nature,	and	use	the	natural	world	as	a	source	of	inspiration	and	guidance.	Many	Eclectic	Pagans	practice	magic,	which	is	seen	as	a	way
to	connect	with	the	divine	and	to	manifest	positive	change	in	the	world.	Magic	can	take	many	forms,	from	spells	and	rituals	to	meditation	and	visualization.	Eclectic	Pagans	often	perform	rituals	and	ceremonies	to	mark	important	events	and	to	connect	with	the	divine.	These	can	range	from	simple	ceremonies	to	complex	rituals	involving	multiple
people.	Eclectic	Pagans	may	worship	one	or	more	deities	from	different	Pagan	traditions.	These	deities	are	seen	as	representations	of	different	aspects	of	the	divine,	and	are	often	associated	with	specific	natural	phenomena	such	as	the	moon,	the	sun,	or	the	earth.	Eclectic	Pagans	believe	in	personal	responsibility	and	see	themselves	as	co-creators	of
their	own	lives.	They	believe	that	their	actions	have	consequences	and	that	they	have	the	power	to	shape	their	own	destiny.	Although	Eclectic	Paganism	is	a	highly	individualistic	spiritual	path,	many	practitioners	also	value	community	and	connection	with	others.	Eclectic	Pagans	may	gather	together	for	rituals,	ceremonies,	or	other	events.	Core
Beliefs	and	Practices	While	Modern	Paganism	encompasses	a	wide	range	of	beliefs	and	practices,	several	core	principles	unite	its	followers.	Let’s	explore	some	of	these	key	elements	that	shape	the	Pagan	worldview.	Reverence	for	Nature:	The	Sacredness	of	the	Earth	At	the	heart	of	Modern	Paganism	is	a	deep	reverence	for	nature.	Pagans	view	the
Earth	as	sacred,	recognizing	the	interconnectedness	of	all	living	beings	and	the	divine	energies	that	permeate	the	natural	world.	Observing	the	cycles	of	the	seasons,	honoring	the	spirit	of	place,	and	engaging	in	eco-friendly	practices	are	common	ways	Pagans	express	their	reverence	for	nature.	Polytheism:	Embracing	Many	Gods	and	Goddesses
Polytheism	lies	at	the	heart	of	Pagan	belief	systems.	Pagans	honor	a	multitude	of	gods	and	goddesses,	recognizing	their	individual	powers,	attributes,	and	mythologies.	Some	Pagans	see	these	deities	as	distinct	beings,	while	others	perceive	them	as	different	manifestations	of	a	greater	divine	source.	The	diversity	of	polytheistic	belief	systems	within
Paganism	allows	for	a	rich	tapestry	of	spiritual	experiences.	Rituals	and	Ceremonies:	Connecting	with	the	Divine	Rituals	and	ceremonies	are	integral	to	Pagan	practice,	providing	a	means	to	connect	with	the	divine	and	celebrate	significant	moments	in	life.	These	rituals	often	reflect	the	cycles	of	nature,	honoring	the	changing	seasons	and	the	festivals
of	the	Wheel	of	the	Year.	Through	chanting,	dancing,	meditation,	and	sacred	gestures,	Pagans	seek	to	commune	with	the	gods	and	goddesses	and	tap	into	the	spiritual	energies	of	the	universe.	Magic	and	Divination:	Unleashing	Personal	Power	Magic	and	divination	hold	a	significant	place	in	Pagan	traditions.	Pagans	believe	in	the	inherent	power	of
individuals	to	manifest	their	intentions	and	create	positive	change	in	their	lives	and	the	world	around	them.	Through	spells,	rituals,	and	the	use	of	divinatory	tools	like	tarot	cards	or	runes,	practitioners	harness	their	personal	power	and	seek	guidance	from	the	unseen	realms.	Misconceptions	and	Clarifications	Despite	the	growing	acceptance	of
different	spiritual	paths,	Modern	Paganism	still	faces	misconceptions	and	misunderstandings.	Let’s	address	some	common	misconceptions	and	provide	clarifications	to	promote	a	better	understanding	of	this	ancient	path.	Paganism	is	not	Devil	Worship	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	Paganism	is	not	associated	with	devil	worship.	Pagan	beliefs	predate	the
concept	of	the	devil	and	are	rooted	in	reverence	for	nature	and	the	honoring	of	multiple	deities.	The	association	between	Paganism	and	devil	worship	originated	from	attempts	to	vilify	non-Christian	practices	during	the	spread	of	Christianity.	Paganism	is	not	a	Monolithic	Tradition	Paganism	encompasses	a	vast	array	of	traditions	and	beliefs,	making	it
far	from	a	monolithic	or	uniform	path.	Each	tradition	within	Paganism	has	its	unique	customs,	rituals,	and	deities.	It	is	important	to	approach	Paganism	with	an	open	mind	and	a	willingness	to	learn	about	the	specific	practices	of	each	tradition.	Paganism	is	not	a	New	Age	Fad	While	Modern	Paganism	gained	popularity	in	the	20th	century,	its	roots
stretch	back	to	ancient	times.	The	practices	and	beliefs	embraced	by	Modern	Pagans	are	often	inspired	by,	or	directly	connected	to,	the	spiritual	practices	of	our	ancestors.	Paganism	is	a	path	deeply	rooted	in	history	and	mythology.	Conclusion	In	this	guide,	we	have	explored	the	intricate	tapestry	of	Modern	Paganism,	unraveling	its	historical	origins,
diverse	traditions,	and	core	principles.	From	Wicca’s	celebration	of	the	goddess	and	witchcraft	to	Druidry’s	reverence	for	nature	and	Heathenry’s	connection	to	Norse	deities,	Modern	Paganism	offers	a	rich	and	vibrant	spiritual	path.	By	embracing	polytheism,	honoring	the	Earth,	and	engaging	in	rituals	and	magic,	Pagans	seek	to	forge	deep
connections	with	the	divine	and	live	in	harmony	with	the	natural	world.	As	we	continue	to	learn	and	understand	the	complexities	of	Modern	Paganism,	let	us	celebrate	the	diversity	of	spiritual	paths	that	enrich	our	world.	Please	follow	and	like	us:
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