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Share copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license,
and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions You may not apply legal terms or
technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for
your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. This list of 3rd grade read alouds for 3rd grade (8 year olds) contains teacher-recommended, kid-favorite read aloud books for third (3rd) grade. (Third grade is about age 8 years old here in the U.S.) How do you pick the right
books to read with your class or children? READ ALOUD INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSEConsider your instructional purpose as well as cross-curricular themes in science, social studies, and writing. You can also use the books on this list tomodel and practice reading strategies and literacy skills. For each of the read alouds for 3rd grade, Ive listed ideas
fortheme, authors craft, and literacy skills. HHIGHER READING LEVELGenerally, youll want to choose 3rd grade read aloud books at a higher reading level than your students can independently read. Listening to a more difficult text introduces new vocabulary to kids. As you know, knowing more words improves reading comprehension. INTRODUCE
A SERIESAlternatively, with read alouds for 3rd graders, you might choose a book to get kidsexcited about a series or author for independent reading. Your goal is to get them hooked on a series they can read themselves. One way to do this is First Chapter Friday. Reading one chapter gives kids a taste of the book. (It works, too!) If youre doing this
at home, read until your kids get so into the story, that they have to keep reading even when you get too busy. If youre looking for recommended independent reading books, visit:The Best Books for 8-Year-Olds. More Read Aloud Book Lists: 6th Gradebth Grade4th Grade2nd Gradelst GradeFamilies with Kids of Different Ages Cress Watercressby
Gregory Maguire, illustrated by David LitchfieldTHEME/TOPICS: grief, family, friendship, kindnessSKILLS: making predictions, making inferences, sensory images, plot, characterization, problem/solution, cause/effectsSYNOPSIS: With delicious figurative language and deliberate word choice, this is a stunningly beautiful story about family,
community, grief, and stories that begs to be read aloud.Cress and her family leave their cozy burrow after the death of her father. They move to the Broken Arms oak tree ruled by a cranky Owl with a noisy neighbor squirrel family. Cress navigates her new environment, the natural world, and the stories around her, all of which help her understand
her inner world, especially how grief waxes and wanes like the moons cycles. Filled with immensely lovable characters, a gentle storyline of adventure and discovery, and lavish illustrations, I adore everything about this book. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPBernice Buttman, Model Citizen by Niki LenzZTHEME/TOPICS: bullying, family,
friendship, kindnessSKILLS: making predictions, determining importance, making inferences, character arc/characterizationSYNOPSIS: This genuinely sweet story is about a girl who goes from a bully to a trying-to-do-better model citizen. It will make you laugh and warm your heart. When Bernices mom sends Bernice to live with her nun aunt, its a
chance for this former bully without any friends except the towns librarian, to reform her mean-spirited ways. Bernice does it she makes a friend, becomes nicer, and finds an unexpected home with the nuns. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPWhat the Moon Saw by Laura ResauTHEME/TOPICS: identity, culture, family, rural life, Spanish language,
indigenous life, immigration, dreams, nature, stereotypes, magical realismSKILLS: making predictions, determining importance, making inferences, analyzing word choiceSYNOPSIS: Mexican-American Clara Luna doesnt know anything about her fathers Mexican heritage until she spends the summer with her grandparents in rural Mexico. There, she
discovers the beauty of her grandparents life and culture andgrows into her own identity. This is a beautiful, important book, one that Ive read several times and highly recommend. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPHoles by Louis SacharTHEME/TOPICS: bullying, belonging, sense of self, family, loyalty, friendship, courage, growth
mindsetSKILLS: making predictions, determining importance, making inferences, making sensory images, plot, characterization, sequence, cause/effectSYNOPSIS:Poor Stanley. Hes got the worst luck of anyone and is now sent to a youth detention camp in the desert where he has to dig holes all day long. All because of his no-good, pig-stealing great-
great-grandfather. This wasone of my students favorite books (mine, too)! Youll love the crazy adventures as Stanley and his new friend figure out whats really happening at this supposed detention camp. They escape and survive the desert by eating onions. Surprisingly, eventhe onions tie into the bigger story involving Stanleys pig-stealing
grandfather. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPThe One and Only IvanbyKatherine ApplegateTHEME/TOPICS:animal cruelty, friendship, advocacy, family, home, empathySKILLS:predicting, determining importance, making mental images, making inferences, point of view, characterizationSYNOPSIS:Narrated by one gorilla named Ivan, this story
will immediately grab your heart its sad but keep reading, its an amazing story. Making it even more compelling, itstrue! Ivan is kept in a cage in a run-down mall for 27 years without seeing another gorilla. Hes friends with the stray dog, Bob, who sleeps with him, Stella who is a full-grown elephant, and Ruby, a newly purchased baby elephant. Due
to maltreatment, Stella gets sick and dies. But before she does, she begs Ivan to help Ruby find a better life. Despite his fear, Ivan agrees and gets help from the janitors kind daughter. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPIn a Glass Grimmlyby Adam GidwitzZTHEME/TOPICS:bullying, self-acceptance, determination, storytelling,
familySKILLS:accessing background knowledge, determining importance, asking questions, making mental images, voice, figurative language, compare and contrast, plot, sequence, POV, vocabulary, making inferences, authors purpose, characters, setting, word choiceSYNOPSIS:We love the message of this book, the fairy tale mash-up, the humor,
everything!More Grimm and Hans Christian Anderson tales await in the harrowing, hilarious adventure about Frog, Jack,and Jill on an adventure to seek a magic mirror. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPThe Magical Reality of Nadia by Bassem Youssef and Catherine R. Daly, illustrated by Douglas HolgateTHEME/TOPICS: self-acceptance,
friendship, racism, growing upSKILLS: background knowledge, connections, inferenceSYNOPSIS: Funny, entertaining! Nadia unexpectedly discovers an ancient Egyptian teacher (Titi) trapped in her hippo amulet. He comes out onto a paper and TALKS! Tita helps Nadia with problems she faces at school, like the new kid who is prejudiced about her
Egyptian culture, as well as her troubles with working on a school project with friends. A wonderful, heartfelt, and relatable 3rd grade read aloud. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPThe Wishing Spell (Land of Stories) by Chris ColferTHEME/TOPICS: fairy tales, family, loyalty, good vs. evil, storytelling, heros journeySKILLS: accessing background
knowledge, making connections, determining importance, making inferences, synthesis, figurative language (alliteration, allusion, foreshadowing, personification, metaphor,) characterization, plotSYNOPSIS: Fairy tales become very real when Alex and Conner (a brother and sister) find themselves taken to the fairy tale world through a book given to
them by their grandmother. In the first story, their only way out of the Fairy Tale world is to find the ingredients for a Wishing Spell. Finding the items will be dangerous, mysterious, and life-changing. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPFortunately, the Milkby Neil Gaiman, illustrated by Skottie YoungTHEME:storytelling, family,
humorSKILLS:making inferences, sensory images, synthesis, hyperboleSYNOPSIS: If you like quirky humor, then this is your perfect book.Because you will never believe, except you totally will, what happens when the kids father goes out to get more milk. He doesnt even get the milk but he does run into pirates, aliens, and all sorts of incredible
things! Totally hilarious and quite shortthis is a fantastic read aloud book for 3rd grade. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOP More to the Story by Hena KhanTHEME/TOPICS: culture, friendship, kindness, growing up, familySKILLS: connecting to background knowledge, character arc, making inferencesSYNOPSIS: Jameela is one of four girls in a
Pakistani-American family and shes passionate about journalism but in her enthusiasm, she hurts a new friend when she writes something he isnt comfortable sharing with the world. While she digests these hard-earned lessons, she learns that her beloved little sister has lymphoma. Khan skillfully weaves a story of family, culture, community, and
social justice that is sure to become a modern-day Little Women-type classic. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOP The Sasquatch Escapeby Suzanne SelforsTHEME/TOPICS: fantasy creatures, animals, kindness, friendshipSKILLS: asking questions, making inferences, determining importance, character traits, plot sequence, problem/solution,
compare/contrastSYNOPSIS:Ben doesnt think his summer could be any more boring. Until he rescues a baby dragon. He and his new friend, Pearl Petal, learn the town has a secret veterinarian for imaginary creatures. Thats when they accidentally let a Sasquatch escape. Whoops. Now the pair must lure the big guy back to the veterinarian. (Which is
easier said than done.) This read aloud series is a page-turner. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPBobby Wendy Mass and Rebecca SteadTHEME/TOPICS:fantasy creatures, kindness, friendshipSKILLS:asking questions, making inferences, determining importance, character traits, plot sequence, problem/solutionSYNOPSIS:In the sweetest story of
friendship, 10-year-old Livy meets Bob, a green zombie-looking monster wearing a chicken costume living in the closet at her grandmas house. Hes been waiting for her to return for the last 5 years. Only Livy cant remember him at all. Even when she leaves the house for an errand, she forgets. But, shes determined to help Bob find his way back
home. Wherever that may be. We love this story!! This is a greatfamilyread-aloudchoice! BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOPSkunk and Badger by Amy TimberlakeTHEME/TOPICS: kindness, friendshipSKILLS: asking questions, making inferences, character traits, plot sequence, problem/solutionSYNOPSIS: If you like sweet stories of friendship, you
wont want to miss this new story. Prickly Badgers life and rock studies are the most (and only) important thing in his life. Unexpectedly, hes rudely interrupted by a new roommate, the helpful, philosophical, and curious chicken-loving Skunk. Badger wants Skunk to leave but hes surprised when he enjoys Sunks cooking and company. Then after a
spray incident and cruel comments he regrets, Badger fixes his mistake the two friends find that theyre better off together. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOP Dragon Slipperstrilogy by Jessica Day GeorgeTHEME/TOPICS: friendship, courage, female empowerment, moral quandriesSKILLS:asking questions, character traits & development, making
predictions, making inferences, problem/solution, story arcSYNOPSIS:We cant recommend thisbook seriesenough!Young and braveCreel wants nothing more than to own her own seamstress shop. In her pursuit of this dream, she befriends a specialdragonwho, along with magical dragon slippers, changes her life. BUY on Amazon BUY ON
BOOKSHOP Wild Robot by Peter BrownTHEME/TOPIC: family, kindness, inclusion, belonging, life, technology, nature (forest, predator/prey, habitat, etc,) STEM,SKILLS: making connections, asking questions, predicting, character development, making mental images, cause/effect, compare/contrast, sequence of events, POV, dialogue,
settingSYNOPSIS: When a ship of robots crashes into an island, Roz is the only survivor. She observes her surroundings, trying to make friends with the animals who consider her a monster. When she adopts a gosling whose family she accidentally killed, everything changes. Roz gets help from other animals to raise her new son, Brightbill. Loudwing
helps him learn to swim, the beavers build them a lodge, Tawny the deer helps with the garden. Throughout the months, Roz learns to be wilder and more kind, in the end making the ultimate sacrifice to protect her friends. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOP Fenway and Hattie by Victoria J. CoeTHEME/TOPIC: friendship, family, moving, growing
up, dogsSKILLS: making predictions, asking questions, POV, perspective, making sensory images, making inferences, character traits, and developmentSYNOPSIS:Narrated by Fenway, a young Jack Russell terrier, Fenway isnt happy that his best buddy, a human girl named Hattie, isnt playing with him anymore. Fenways perspective is hilarious and
will encourage 3rd grade readers to make inferences to figure out whats going on. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOP Escape from Mr. Lemoncellos Library by Chris GrabensteinTHEME/TOPIC: teamwork, friendship, board games, librariesSKILLS: making predictions, asking questions, making inferences, perspective, problem/solution, character
traits, synthesizing informationSYNOPSIS:Kyle and a few classmates win a sleepover at the towns newly created library developed by the rich game- reator Mr. Lemoncello. Once there, the kids have to solve the puzzles around the entire library to get out. Will the kids work together or will it be every person for themselves? BUY on Amazon BUY ON
BOOKSHOP Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q RafTHEME/TOPIC: immigration, refugees, friendship, activismSKILLS: prediction, asking questions, making inferences, perspective, character arc, problem / solutionSYNOPSIS: Alexa and her friends learn that the new kid, Ahmed, was in a real war and has been separated from his family. So when
Alexa and her friends hear that England is going to shut the borders, they decide they must go to the Queen to help Ahmed be reunited with his family. They go to the palace in person, tangling with the guards, and getting in big trouble but it eventually leads to media attention and a happy solution. Showing the power of individuals to make a
difference, this moving novel for upper elementary and middle school ultimately is about human kindness and friendship. BUY on Amazon BUY ON BOOKSHOP Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis and Traci Sorell Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan Restartby Gordon Korman Rump: The Fairly True Tale of Rumplestiltskin by Liesel
Shurtliff Flora and Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo Frindle by Andrew Clements Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis Dungeoneer Adventuresby Ben Costa Rules by Cynthia Lord Elements of Genius: Nikki Tesla and the Ferret-Proof Death Ray by Jess Keating The Homework Machine by Dan Gutman You Might
Also Like: Best Read Alouds for 2nd Grade The Best Book Series for 3rd Graders Best Chapter Books for Third Grade Picture Books About Kindness Melissa Taylor Melissa Taylor, MA, is the creator of Imagination Soup. She's a mother, former award-winning teacher & literacy trainer, author, author coach and publicist at Imaginarium Author
Solutions, and freelance education writer. She writes Imagination Soup, supports authors, and freelances for publications online and in print, including Penguin Random House's Brightly website. She is passionate about matching kids with books that they'll love. If youre looking for the perfect books to engage and educate your 3rd grader, youre in
luck! In this blog post, weve compiled a list of the 50 best books for third graders. As a former public school teacher, camp counselor, and mom of three, I have a knack for picking out books kids will like. And research has shown that children who read for pleasure not only perform better in school, but also develop stronger analytical and critical
thinking skills. Thats why Ive carefully selected books that will not only captivate your childs imagination, but also provide valuable life lessons. From classic childrens books that have stood the test of time to contemporary favorites and chapter books, this book list covers it all. So sit back, relax, and get ready to discover some of the best books out
there for third graders to add to your home or classroom library. The One and Only Ivan is a childrens novel written by Katherine Applegate. It tells the story of Ivan, a silverback gorilla who lives in captivity at a shopping mall circus. Ivan spends his days in a small, concrete enclosure, longing for freedom and reminiscing about his life before he was
captured. This great book has won many awards and is based on a true story. It explores themes of animal rights, friendship, and the power of art. Ivan forms a close bond with a young elephant named Ruby, and together they dream of escaping their captivity and living in the wild. Buy on Amazon >> The War That Saved My Life is a historical fiction
novel written by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. The story is set during World War II and follows the life of Ada, a ten-year-old girl who has been kept in a small, one-room apartment by her abusive mother all her life. When her little brother Jamie is evacuated from London to escape the bombings, Ada sneaks away with him and the two siblings find
themselves living in a small English village with a woman named Susan who takes them in as her own. As Ada adapts to her new life in the countryside, she learns to ride horses, make friends, and overcome the physical and emotional scars of her past. The story explores themes of resilience, identity, family, and the power of love. Buy on Amazon >>
The Princess in Black is a childrens book series written by Shannon and Dean Hale, with illustrations by LeUyen Pham. The series follows the adventures of Princess Magnolia, who is secretly a superhero known as the Princess in Black. In each book, Princess Magnolia must balance her royal duties with her superhero identity, as she fights monsters
and saves the kingdom from danger. The Princess in Black is a beloved series for young readers, particularly those who enjoy stories about princesses and superheroes. The books feature engaging characters, humor, and action-packed plotlines that keep readers engaged from beginning to end. The series has also been praised for its positive
messages about girl power and the importance of standing up for what is right. Buy on Amazon >> Wishtree is a childrens novel written by Katherine Applegate, the same author as The One and Only Ivan. The story is narrated by a wise old oak tree named Red who has been around for over two hundred years. The tree serves as a wishtree, a place
where people come to tie their wishes on its branches. When a new family moves into the neighborhood, the tree and the animals that live in its branches witness an act of prejudice against the family due to their nationality. The incident prompts Red to take action and unite the community to protect the family and their home. Buy on Amazon >>
Hello, Universe is a Newbery Medal-winning middle school novel by Erin Entrada Kelly. The story follows four different children whose paths intersect one fateful day. Theres Virgil, a shy and kind-hearted boy who is bullied by his classmates; Valencia, a deaf girl who has trouble communicating with others; Kaori, an aspiring psychic who wants to
help Virgil find his lost pet; and Chet, the bully who learns a valuable lesson about empathy and kindness. The book explores themes of identity, friendship, and the power of fate, all while telling a heartwarming and entertaining story that resonates with readers of all ages. Buy on Amazon >> Pax is a middle-grade novel by Sara Pennypacker that tells
the story of a boy named Peter and his pet fox, Pax. When Peters father enlists in the military, Peter is forced to leave Pax in the woods to fend for himself. Heartbroken and determined to be reunited with his beloved pet, Peter sets off on a dangerous journey to find Pax and bring him home. The book explores themes of love, loss, and the bond
between humans and animals. It is a touching and thought-provoking story that will appeal to readers of all ages, especially those who love animals and nature. Buy on Amazon >> Ghost is a middle-grade novel by Jason Reynolds that follows the story of a young boy named Castle Ghost Cranshaw. After a traumatic incident in his past, Ghost turns to
running as a way to cope with his pain and anger. When he catches the attention of a local track coach, Ghost is given the opportunity to join a competitive track team and work towards achieving his dreams. The book explores themes of friendship, resilience, and the power of second chances. It is a powerful and thought-provoking story that is both
heartwarming and emotionally resonant, and it is sure to leave a lasting impression on readers of all ages. Buy on Amazon >> The Wild Robot is a middle-grade novel by Peter Brown that tells the story of a robot named Roz who is stranded on a remote island. As Roz adapts to her new environment and learns to navigate the natural world, she
becomes an integral part of the islands ecosystem and develops meaningful relationships with the animals that inhabit it. The book explores themes of identity, friendship, and the relationship between humans and nature. It is beautifully written and illustrated, and its compelling storyline and thought-provoking themes make it a must-read for young
readers and adults alike. The Wild Robot has received widespread critical acclaim and has been embraced by schools and libraries as a powerful tool for teaching environmental awareness and empathy. Buy on Amazon >> >A Boy Called Bat is a middle-grade novel by Elana K. Arnold that tells the story of a young boy named Bixby Alexander Tam, or
Bat for short. Bat is a shy and sensitive boy who loves animals, especially his pet skunk, Thor. When Bats veterinarian mother brings home an orphaned baby skunk for him to care for, Bat sees it as a chance to prove to his mom that he is responsible enough to have a pet of his own. The book explores themes of family, friendship, and what it means to
be different. It is a heartwarming and engaging story that is perfect for young readers who love animals and stories about growing up. >Buy on Amazon >> The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street is a middle-grade novel by Karina Yan Glaser that follows the story of a family living in a brownstone in Harlem. When the familys landlord unexpectedly
decides not to renew their lease, the five Vanderbeeker siblings band together to try to convince him to change his mind and let them stay in their beloved home. The book explores themes of community, friendship, and the power of determination. It is a heartwarming and beautifully written story that is perfect for young readers who love stories
about family and the magic of everyday life. The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street has been praised for its diverse cast of characters and its portrayal of a vibrant and tight-knit community in Harlem. Buy on Amazon >> Front Desk is a middle-grade novel by Kelly Yang that tells the story of a 10-year-old girl named Mia Tang, who immigrates with her
parents from China to the United States. Mias parents take a job managing a motel, and Mia becomes responsible for running the front desk. As Mia navigates the challenges of school, family, and running a motel, she learns important lessons about the power of perseverance, compassion, and standing up for what is right. The book explores themes
of immigration, family, and the American Dream, and is a powerful and poignant portrayal of the immigrant experience. Front Desk has received critical acclaim and has been embraced by readers of all ages as a heartwarming and inspiring story of hope and resilience. Buy on Amazon >> The Last Kids on Earth is a middle-grade novel by Max
Brallier that follows the story of 13-year-old Jack Sullivan and his group of friends as they navigate a world overrun by zombies and monsters. After a monster apocalypse hits, Jack and his friends band together to fight off the zombie hordes and find a place to call home. The book explores themes of friendship, survival, and what it means to be a hero.
It is a fast-paced and action-packed adventure story that is perfect for readers who love stories about monsters and the end of the world. The Last Kids on Earth has been praised for its humor, suspense, and relatable characters, and has become a fan favorite among young readers. Buy on Amazon >> For kids who love mystery books, The Parker
Inheritance is a middle-grade novel by Varian Johnson that tells the story of 12-year-old Candice Miller, who moves to Lambert, South Carolina with her mother after her parents divorce. Candice becomes fascinated with the mystery of the towns former African American city manager, who was forced to resign in 1957 after being accused of stealing
funds. Candice, with the help of her good friend Brandon, sets out to solve the mystery and uncover the truth about the citys buried past. The book explores themes of race, history, and family, and is a powerful and thought-provoking portrayal of the legacy of racism in America. The Parker Inheritance has been praised for its complex characters,
engaging plot, and its ability to tackle difficult themes in a way that is accessible to young readers. Buy on Amazon >> The Dragonet Prophecy is the first book in the Wings of Fire series by Tui T. Sutherland. The book follows the story of five dragonets, Clay, Tsunami, Glory, Starflight, and Sunny, who are destined to end a war that has been raging
for years between the seven dragon tribes. The dragonets are raised in hiding, and are trained to fulfill their destiny of stopping the war by their mysterious and reclusive guardian, a dragon named Kestrel. As the dragonets come of age, they begin to question their destiny and the motives of their guardian, and must decide whether to follow the path
that has been set out for them, or forge their own. The Dragonet Prophecy is a thrilling and action-packed adventure story that is perfect for readers who love stories about dragons, magic, and epic battles. The book has been praised for its world-building, character development, and its ability to keep readers on the edge of their seats. Buy on
Amazon >> Refugee is a middle-grade novel by Alan Gratz that follows the stories of three different refugees from different parts of the world and time periods. The first is a Jewish boy named Josef, who escapes Nazi Germany in 1938 on the MS St. Louis ship bound for Cuba. The second is a Cuban girl named Isabel, who flees with her family to
Miami during the 1994 Balseros crisis. The third is a Syrian boy named Mahmoud, who escapes with his family to Europe during the Syrian refugee crisis in 2015. The book explores themes of survival, hope, and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity. It is a powerful and poignant portrayal of the refugee experience, and is a must-
read for anyone seeking to understand the challenges faced by refugees around the world. Refugee has been praised for its gripping storytelling, its ability to tackle difficult topics in a way that is accessible to young readers, and its relevance in todays world. Buy on Amazon >> Wonder is a relatable novel by R.]. Palacio that follows the story of
August Pullman, a ten-year-old boy with a facial deformity. The novel chronicles Augusts journey as he starts fifth grade at a new school, navigating the challenges of making friends and dealing with bullying. The book is told from multiple perspectives, including Augusts, his sisters, and his classmates, and explores themes of empathy, kindness, and
acceptance. The novel showcases a deep and meaningful friendship between the main character, Auggie, and his best friend, Summer. Wonder has been widely acclaimed for its powerful message of inclusivity and its ability to inspire compassion and understanding in readers of all ages. Buy on Amazon >> Harry Potter is a series of seven fantasy
novels written by J.K. Rowling. The story follows the life of a young orphan boy named Harry Potter who discovers that he is a wizard and is invited to attend a magical school called Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Throughout the series, Harry and his friends Ron Weasley and Hermione Granger battle the evil Lord Voldemort and his
followers, known as Death Eaters. The books are renowned for their imaginative world-building, relatable characters, and themes of love, friendship, and bravery. The series has been adapted into several successful films and has become a cultural phenomenon worldwide. Buy on Amazon >> The Terrible Two is a hilarious book series for children
written by Jory John and Mac Barnett. The series follows the mischievous pranks and schemes of Miles Murphy, a young boy who loves to pull elaborate practical jokes on his classmates. But when he moves to a new town, he meets his match in Niles Sparks, the schools top prankster. The two initially compete against each other, but soon join forces
to pull off the ultimate prank. The books are full of witty humor, clever wordplay, and hilarious illustrations, making them a favorite among young readers. The Terrible Two is a fun and engaging read that encourages creativity and critical thinking, and teaches valuable lessons about friendship and teamwork. Buy on Amazon >> The Unadoptables by
Hana Tooke is a captivating middle-grade novel about a group of orphans in early 20th century Amsterdam who are considered too difficult to be adopted by families. The story centers around five children with unique personalities, including an inventor, a artist, and a storyteller, who are determined to find their forever home. Along the way, they
uncover the secrets of their past and face numerous challenges, including a treacherous sea journey and a mysterious woman who seems to be following them. The Unadoptables is a heartwarming tale of friendship, courage, and perseverance, and celebrates the power of found family. Buy on Amazon >> The Puzzling World of Winston Breen by Eric
Berlin is a thrilling mystery novel for young readers that follows the adventures of twelve-year-old Winston Breen, a puzzle enthusiast who stumbles upon a real-life treasure hunt. When Winston and his friends discover an old book that leads them on a quest to solve a series of puzzles, they soon find themselves in a race against time to uncover the
hidden treasure before its too late. Along the way, they must use their wits and problem-solving skills to decipher clues, navigate dangerous situations, and outsmart their competition. The Puzzling World of Winston Breen is a fun and engaging read that will keep young readers on the edge of their seats until the very end. Buy on Amazon >> The
Secret Keepers by Trenton Lee Stewart is an exciting adventure novel for young readers that follows the story of 11-year-old Reuben Pedley as he unravels a decades-old mystery in his hometown of New Umbra. After discovering an unusual antique pocket watch, Reuben soon finds himself embroiled in a dangerous game of cat and mouse with a
sinister group of individuals who will stop at nothing to get their hands on the watch. With the help of some unlikely allies, Reuben must use his intelligence and resourcefulness to solve the mystery and uncover the truth behind the watchs origins. The Secret Keepers is a captivating and suspenseful read that will keep third grade students enthralled
from beginning to end. Buy on Amazon >> The Diary of a Wimpy Kid is a popular childrens book series written by Jeff Kinney. The series follows the misadventures of middle-schooler Greg Heffley as he navigates the ups and downs of adolescence, from dealing with bullies and crushes to surviving the school cafeteria and trying to become popular.
The books are written in the form of a journal, with Greg chronicling his daily experiences and observations in a series of hilarious and relatable entries. The series has become a cultural phenomenon and has been praised for its humor, authenticity, and ability to connect with readers of all ages. In addition to the original book series, the Diary of a
Wimpy Kid franchise has expanded to include a movie series, a musical adaptation, and several spin-off books, including The Wimpy Kid Do-It-Yourself Book and The Wimpy Kid Movie Diary. Buy on Amazon >> The Invention of Hugo Cabret is a novel by Brian Selznick that tells the story of a young orphan named Hugo, who lives in a train station in
Paris in the 1930s. Hugo is a clockmakers apprentice and has a passion for fixing and restoring mechanical objects. He is on a quest to fix an automaton, a mechanical man that his father had been repairing before he died. Along the way, he befriends a girl named Isabelle and uncovers a secret about her family that helps him solve the mystery of the
automaton. The book is unique in that it includes both text and intricate black-and-white illustrations, making it a hybrid of a novel and a graphic novel. Buy on Amazon >> The Magic Misfits is a popular book series for children written by actor Neil Patrick Harris. The series follows the adventures of a group of young friends who love magic and use
their skills to solve mysteries and outsmart villains. The main character, Carter, is a young boy who loves magic and dreams of becoming a great magician like his hero, Harry Houdini. Along with his friends, Carter uses their unique talents to save their town from a dangerous thief and his accomplices. The books are filled with magic tricks, puzzles,
and illusions that engage and entertain young readers, and the characters are relatable, diverse, and full of heart. The Magic Misfits is a fun and exciting read that teaches valuable lessons about friendship, courage, and the power of imagination. Buy on Amazon >> The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill is a whimsical and enchanting story
about a young girl named Luna, who is raised by a kind witch and a tiny dragon in a magical forest. Lunas town believes that the witch who lives in the forest is evil, and they leave her a yearly sacrifice. But the witch, who is actually good-hearted, accidentally feeds Luna moonlight, which gives her magical powers. As Luna grows older, she learns
about her true identity and must confront the evil forces in her world. This Newbery Medal-winning novel is full of adventure, magic, and heart, making it a perfect book for young readers. Buy on Amazon >> Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai is a powerful story about a ten-year-old girl named Ha who, in 1975, flees her war-torn home
country of Vietnam with her family and settles in Alabama. Ha struggles to adjust to her new life in America, including the language, culture, and discrimination she experiences. Written in verse, the book explores themes of identity, loss, resilience, and hope through Has perspective. It is a beautiful and poignant portrayal of the refugee experience
and a reminder of the humanity and strength that can be found in the face of adversity. Buy on Amazon >> Geronimo Stilton is a popular childrens book series written by the Italian author Elisabetta Dami. The books are a mix of adventure, comedy, and mystery, and are written in a unique format that incorporates colorful fonts, illustrations, and
maps. The series follows the adventures of the titular character, Geronimo Stilton, a mouse who works as a journalist and editor for the fictional newspaper The Rodents Gazette. Throughout the series, Geronimo and his friends go on a variety of adventures, solving mysteries, uncovering secrets, and having fun. The series has become incredibly
popular around the world, and has been translated into over 40 languages. Buy on Amazon >> Accessible and entertaining for early readers, Captain Underpants is a popular series written by Dav Pilkey. It follows the adventures of two mischievous boys named George Beard and Harold Hutchins, who love to create comic books and practical jokes.
One day, they accidentally hypnotize their mean school principal, Mr. Krupp, into becoming Captain Underpants, a superhero who wears only underwear and a red cape. As Captain Underpants, Mr. Krupp is heroic, but also silly and often oblivious to the danger around him. The series is known for its humor, playful language, and cartoon-like
illustrations, and has become a popular choice among young readers. Buy on Amazon >> Esperanza Rising by Pam Muoz Ryan is a coming-of-age story of a young girl named Esperanza, who grows up in luxury in Mexico during the Great Depression. However, after a tragedy strikes her family, Esperanza and her mother must flee to California, where
they become farm workers. Esperanza must learn to adapt to a completely different way of life and overcome the challenges that come with it, such as poverty, prejudice, and the loss of her privileged upbringing. The story is filled with themes of resilience, family, and the pursuit of the American dream, making it a powerful and important read for
third grade readers. Buy on Amazon >> The Secret Garden is a classic childrens novel written by Frances Hodgson Burnett and first published in 1911. The story follows a young girl named Mary Lennox who is orphaned in India and sent to live with her uncle in England. Mary is a spoiled and unhappy child who has never known love or friendship,
but when she arrives at her uncles estate, she discovers a secret garden that has been locked up and abandoned for years. With the help of a local boy named Dickon and her cousin Colin, who is bedridden due to an unspecified illness, Mary begins to bring the garden back to life. As they work on the garden together, the childrens lives are
transformed as they learn to appreciate the beauty of nature and the power of friendship. The Secret Garden is a heartwarming tale about the healing power of love and the importance of finding joy in simple things. The book has been beloved by children and adults for over a century and has been adapted into several films, television shows, and
stage productions. The story has also been credited with inspiring a renewed interest in gardening and the natural world. Buy on Amazon >> The BFG (short for The Big Friendly Giant) is a classic book written by Roald Dahl and first published in 1982. The story follows a young orphan named Sophie who is snatched from her bed in the middle of the
night by a giant, who takes her to a faraway land called Giant Country. Sophie soon learns that the giant who has taken her is the BFG, who is much different from the other, mean-spirited giants in Giant Country. Unlike the others, the BFG is kind and gentle, and spends his days catching dreams and delivering them to sleeping children. With the help
of the BFG, Sophie hatches a plan to stop the other giants from snatching and eating children. The two friends concoct a special dream that will convince the Queen of England to help them stop the other giants once and for all. The BFG is a heartwarming and funny story that has been widely acclaimed for its imaginative storyline, memorable
characters, and Dahls signature humor. The book has been adapted into several films, including a 1989 animated film and a 2016 live-action film directed by Steven Spielberg. The BFG is considered to be one of Dahls most beloved works and has been enjoyed by children and adults alike for over 30 years. Buy on Amazon >> The Magic Tree House is
a popular childrens book series written by Mary Pope Osborne. The series follows the adventures of siblings Jack and Annie as they travel through time and space in a magical tree house filled with books. In each book, Jack and Annie are transported to a different time and place in history, from the age of the dinosaurs to ancient Egypt, medieval
Europe, and beyond. The two siblings use their wits and bravery to solve puzzles, overcome challenges, and help the people they meet on their travels. The Magic Tree House series has been widely praised for its engaging storytelling, educational value, and ability to capture childrens imaginations. The books have sold over 140 million copies
worldwide and have been translated into numerous languages. In addition to the original book series, Osborne has also written several non-fiction companion books that provide further information about the historical periods and locations featured in the stories. The Magic Tree House has also been adapted into a stage show and have been made into
graphic novels, making it a beloved and enduring favorite among young readers. Buy on Amazon >> The Boxcar Children is a classic childrens book series written by Gertrude Chandler Warner. The series follows the adventures of four orphaned siblings named Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny, who run away and take up residence in an abandoned
boxcar in the woods. The children face a number of challenges as they try to make a life for themselves, including finding food, staying warm in the winter, and avoiding being discovered by authorities who might send them to live with strangers. Despite these difficulties, the siblings are resourceful, kind, and supportive of one another, forming a
close-knit family unit and demonstrating the power of resilience and determination. The Boxcar Children series has been widely praised for its engaging storytelling, relatable characters, and positive messages about family, friendship, and perseverance. The books have been adapted into several movies, TV shows, and audio dramas, making them a
beloved and enduring favorite among young readers. Buy on Amazon >> A timeless classic by E.B. White about a pig named Wilbur and his unlikely friendship with a spider named Charlotte. Charlotte helps Wilbur avoid becoming bacon by weaving messages about his worth into her webs. Buy on Amazon >> In this C.S. Lewis classic, four siblings
are transported to a magical land called Narnia through a magical wardrobe, where they help a lion named Aslan defeat the evil White Witch. Buy on Amazon >> The first book in the beloved Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder follows the adventures of the Ingalls family living in a log cabin in the Wisconsin woods in the late 1800s. Buy on
Amazon >> When a tornado sweeps Dorothy and her dog Toto to the land of Oz, they embark on a journey to meet the Wizard and find their way back home. (Author: L. Frank Baum) >Buy on Amazon >> A classic tale by Anna Sewell of the life of a horse named Black Beauty, who experiences both kindness and cruelty at the hands of humans. Buy on
Amazon >> After chasing a white rabbit down a hole, Alice finds herself in a strange and surreal world where she encounters various bizarre characters and situations. (Author: Lewis Carroll) Buy on Amazon >> After being orphaned at a young age, Heidi is sent to live with her reclusive grandfather in the Swiss Alps, where she befriends a young
goat-herder named Peter and learns to love the simple life. (Author: Johanna Spyri) Buy on Amazon >> The timeless story by J.M. Barrie of a boy who never grows up and his adventures with the Darling children in Neverland, where they battle pirates and encounter magical creatures. Buy on Amazon >> Set in the 1800s in a small Missouri town, this
novel follows the mischievous adventures of young Tom Sawyer and his friends, including his love interest Becky Thatcher. (Author: Mark Twain) Buy on Amazon >> This Jack London novel tells the story of a dog named Buck, who is stolen from his home in California and sold into the brutal world of the Alaskan sled dog teams. Buy on Amazon >>
This charming story by Kenneth Grahame follows the adventures of Mole, Rat, Toad, and Badger, four anthropomorphic animal friends who live along the banks of a river in the English countryside. When Toad becomes obsessed with motorcars and gets into trouble with the law, his friends must band together to save him from himself. Along the way,
they encounter wild animals, explore the riverbank, and engage in all manner of hijinks and adventures. This timeless classic is a delightful tale of friendship, loyalty, and the joys of the natural world. Buy on Amazon >> A classic childrens book by Beatrix Potter about a mischievous rabbit named Peter who disobeys his mother and ventures into the
dangerous garden of Mr. McGregor. Buy on Amazon >> When the Banks childrens new nanny blows in on the wind, they have no idea that theyre in for a magical and unforgettable adventure with the eccentric Mary Poppins. (Author: P.L. Travers) Buy on Amazon >> The mischievous and adventurous Pippi Longstocking lives with her monkey and
horse in a colorful and quirky house, and has many wild and hilarious adventures. (Author: Astrid Lindgren) Buy on Amazon >> Meg Murry, her brother, and a friend travel through time and space to rescue Megs father from evil forces. (Author: Madeleine LEngle) Buy on Amazon >> The first book in the Little House series by Laura Ingalls Wilder,
this tells the story of a pioneer family living in a log cabin in the woods of Wisconsin. Buy on Amazon >> A small mouse with big ears, a brave rat, and a lonely princess all play roles in this story about love, forgiveness, and redemption. (Author: Kate DiCamillo) Buy on Amazon >> This beloved classic by George Selden tells the story of Chester, a
country cricket who accidentally finds himself in the bustling Times Square subway station in New York City. There, he meets a boy named Mario and a cat named Tucker, and the three become fast friends. Chesters musical chirping soon draws crowds of people, and he becomes a local celebrity. But when Chesters cricket instincts lead him to make a
dangerous mistake, he must use all his wits to make things right. This heartwarming tale of friendship and adventure is sure to delight readers of all ages. Buy on Amazon >> Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl is a classic childrens novel that follows the story of Charlie Bucket, a poor boy who wins a golden ticket to tour the mysterious
and magical chocolate factory of Willy Wonka. Along with four other children, Charlie embarks on a journey through the chocolate factory, encountering a series of wacky and fantastical events. The book is filled with Dahls signature blend of humor and whimsy, and the characters are vividly brought to life through Quentin Blakes illustrations. The
novel has been adapted into several successful movies and continues to be a beloved childrens classic. Buy on Amazon >> Nancy Drew is a beloved character in the world of childrens literature, and many of her adventures are accessible and enjoyable for 3rd grade readers. Nancy Drew is a teenage detective who solves mysteries with her
intelligence and bravery, often with the help of her friends. These mystery novels are engaging and suspenseful, with twists and turns that will keep young readers on the edge of their seats. Third graders who love puzzles and problem-solving will enjoy following Nancy Drews investigations, and may even be inspired to solve some mysteries of their
own. Overall, Nancy Drew is a great choice for third graders who love a good mystery and a strong female protagonist. Buy on Amazon >> Stuart Little is a childrens novel written by E.B. White. It tells the story of a small, adventurous mouse named Stuart Little who lives with his human family in New York City. Despite his size, Stuart is incredibly
brave and sets out on a series of exciting adventures, from racing sailboats to befriending a bird named Margalo. Along the way, he encounters challenges and meets new friends, all while trying to find his place in the world. With its charming characters, engaging plot, and timeless themes of friendship, courage, and self-discovery, Stuart Little has
become a beloved classic of childrens literature. Buy on Amazon >> Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume follows the story of Peter Hatcher, a nine-year-old boy, who struggles with his pesky younger brother, Fudge. The book captures the humor and drama of sibling rivalry, as Peter navigates the challenges of living with a sibling who
seems to always get into trouble. The story deals with themes of family, friendship, and growing up, and is sure to resonate with third graders who may be dealing with similar issues in their own lives. Buy on Amazon >> So, there you have it! In this blog post, Ive included the best chapter books I could find for third graders, with a mix of classic
novels and new books that are considered contemporary. From adventure stories to meaningful books about historical events, there is something on this list for everyone. I hope this list of the best 3rd grade books was helpful to you and will help inspire a love of reading in your children and students. Related Posts: Classic Books for 4th Graders
Classic Novels Your Kids Will Love Science Books for 1st GradersHome Reading lists for Elementary School children 3rd grade reading books for children aged 8-9 Books for grade 3. This list of grade 3 books has been carefully compiled by teachers and librarians to appeal to elementary school children aged 8-9. There is a range of easier short
stories and more challenging chapter books that are ideal to share aloud or read independently for the first time. This list of 3rd grade reading recommendations includes titles by Dhonielle Clayton, Dick King-Smith, Roald Dahl, Judy Blume, Joyce Sidman, Beverly Cleary, Catherine Gilbert Murdock, Lenore Look, Cornelia Funke and more.As an
Amazon Associate K-12readinglist.com earns from qualifying purchases.Books for Grade 3 our recommendations Boy, a hunchbacked servant, joins a mysterious pilgrim on a quest to collect priceless relics in this absorbing historical adventure. In a convincing and immersive medieval Europe setting, they face trials, uncover secrets, and learn that
people can be beguiling. The multi-award-winning Book of Boy is a memorable story of self-discovery, loyalty, and friendship. Adventure | Historical An evocative collection of poems that describe dusk to darkness to moonlight to dawn and everything that happens beyond our eyes while we are asleep. A great book to read with a class, and useful to
spark imaginative ideas for childrens creative writing. Poetry The classic heart-warming story of a pig who learns how to herd sheep, which was turned into the blockbuster film Babe. An ideal reading book for the start of third grade. Animal story Paddington Bear arrives from far away Peru and takes over the lives of the Brown family when they meet
at Paddington station. Classic, timeless and great fun. Adventure The Penderwick children embark on exciting adventures in this classic childrens series set in Massachusetts. Ideal for imaginative third-grade children to get hooked on. Adventure Humphrey is an inquisitive and clever homeroom hamster who listens to everything. Soon he
understanding reading and writing and joins in class. But can he outwit the evil teacher, Mrs Brisbane? Animal story Here Kitty Kitty is a scheming cat that lives next door and Down Girl is the family dog and hero of the story. Great fun and ideal for reluctant 9 year old readers. Family | Animal story Ella is the first Conjuror to enroll in the Arcanum
Training Institute, a global magic school in the sky. Some Marvellers, though, are skeptical about her brand of magic. Ella has the perfect opportunity to clear her familys name and change the way people think of her when a criminal escapes in this thrilling fantasy adventure. Fans of Nevermoor, and Amari and the Night Brothers, will enjoy this.
More more advanced readers in grade 3. Fantasy | Mystery Set in a fantasy world of spells and wizards, Conn finds himself thrown into adventures and solving mysteries. Exciting and fast-paced. Mystery Crenshaw is more than Jacksons imaginary cat friend he might be able to save the day and show Jackson how to solve all his problems. Touching
and thoughtful, this book is ideal as a third grade class reader. Friendship | Animal story The captivating picture book story of Frenchman Phillippe Petit who walked a tightrope between the twin towers of the World Trade Center in New York in 1974. A jaw-dropping story and equally inspiring illustrations. Picture book An emotional and thought-
provoking book about the effects of bullying told through free verse and touching artwork. A really good choice to use with grade three classes. Contemporary A must-have book for any third and fourth grade library. Highly entertaining with fun comic-style illustrations and excellent for motivating 3rd grade children who dont like to read.
Autobiography Fun comic style adventure stories about Nate and his life at home and at school. Perfect for children who liked Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and ideal for less enthusiastic readers. Humor Wayside School is a place where things go horribly wrong, often with hysterically funny consequences especially on the thirteenth floor. Very funny and
ideal for 8 and 9 year olds. School story A thrilling fantasy series in which Jared, Simon and Mallory set off on adventures and solve mysteries in a gripping world of fairies and long-forgotten secrets. A more challenging 3rd grade read. Fantasy Alwyn the cat has magic powers in this book set in a world of witches and wizards. But will he be powerful
enough to save his friends when they are captured by an evil queen? Fantasy Mr and Mrs Twit are a revolting couple. They smell, theyre vile and they play nasty jokes on each other. But the Muggle-Wumps, the house pets, finally decide to put a stop to the Twits tricks in this extremely funny grade 3 book with short chapters. Humor If your child is a
fan of Diary of a Wimpy Kid, they are bound to enjoy this story about Alvin who is scared of everything, hates school, hates girls and longs to be a superhero. Realistic fiction Henry doesnt know how old he is or when his birthday is. Born into slavery he longs for freedom, and one day, he seizes his chance. Classic An African folktale about two very
different sisters who both dream of marrying the king. Will the king pick the scheming selfish sister or the kind-hearted sister? Diverse Everyone thinks Fudge is the perfect child, except his older brother Peter, who knows what hes really like and what he gets away with. How can Peter make his parents notice him more? Very funny and a great easy
read for third and fourth grade children. Family When Wills mother decides to send him to the library hes terrified of the librarian Spud Murphy rumored to have a huge spud powered gun to shoot children who misbehave. But slowly Will discovers the library is a great place. Great for reluctant readers. Humor A very funny story about Little Wolf, his
uncle Bigbad and a school where he has to learn the 9 rules of badness. A great book to read aloud. Animal story Fergal collects grocery cans with no labels. When his mother decides he has too many, she tells him he must open one before he adds any more to his collection. But there are some nasty surprises inside the cans he opens and Fergal is
determined to find out who is responsible. Mystery In this stunningly well-illustrated fable, Poppy, a tiny mouse, faces the bullying owl Mr Ocax in a perilous quest in search of a better home and more food for her family. A great book to read with your 3rd grade child. Fable When Claudia decides to run away, she doesnt want to go just anywhere, so
she picks the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. Along with her younger brother, she is drawn into a mystery when a beautiful statue is perhaps not all that is seems. Mystery Nine-year-old Toms grandmas best friend is the worlds best ghost hunter, and with her help, Tom tracks down some seriously revolting ghosts. Very funny and ideal for
reluctant readers in the third grade. Mystery Nasty farmers Boggis, Bunce and Bean have joined forces to try and catch clever Mr. Fox and his family. But Mr. Fox has a cunning plan to escape them. Will it work? Very funny and ideal to read aloud in grade 3. Humor | Animal story Maggie refuses to practise cursive handwriting. Why should she?
Whats the point? But that soon changes when she wants to spy on her teachers handwriting School story The Alden children make a home in an old boxcar, and in doing so find a grandfather and begin a series of adventures solving mysteries. A classic set of stories which will appeal to eight and nine-year-olds. Classic John discovers he has a magic
gift. Everything he touches turns to chocolate. At first, this is great, but soon he begins to regret his new power. Ideal for 3rd grade reluctant readers, particularly those who prefer shorter chapters. Fantasy Amelia Bedelia is a very good girl does who does exactly what shes told. Except, because she takes everything absolutely literally, this often has
hilarious results. Great to read aloud in groups. Classic Three unlikely friends, Despereaux the mouse, Roscuro the rat, Pea the princess and Miggery Sow a slave girl set off on an epic quest to find their destinies despite many dangers. A classic short chapter book perfect for emerging readers. Classic James is sent to live with his two evil aunts after
his parents are unexpectedly eaten by a wild Rhino. Just when he thinks things cant get any worse, a chance encounter with magic, and a peach that grows and grows, finds him escaping in a hugely imaginative and funny adventure that will appeal to younger readers in the third grade. Fantasy | HumorClick the buttons below to purchase all of the
books in this 3rd grade book list, as well as classroom sets of any of these books and many more, from Bookshop.org. Or buythe 20 most populartitles from this list from Amazon ideal for gifts or stocking your school library. If you are ordering from outside the US, have a look at our worldwide orders page which makes this process easy.Buy from
Bookshop.Org Buy from Amazon Worldwide ordersDisclosure: As an affiliate of Bookshop.org we will earn a commission if you click through and make a purchase. As an Amazon Associate we earn from qualifying purchases.Click for more reading recommendations Kindergarten books |Grade 1 books | Grade 2 books | Grade 3 books (this page)| Grade
4 books | Grade 5 books | Grade 6 books | Grade 7 books | Grade 8 books | Grade 9 books | Grade 10 books | Grade 11 books | Grade 12 booksPlease do share or link to this page via social media, but refrain from copying or reproducing our 3rd grade book synopses. Please respect intellectual property and copyright. Thank you.This booklist was last
updated on January 31st, 2025 and first published in 2017.Are you working on picking books for 3rd graders? Let me help you pick 3rd grade reading books that are engaging to kids and filled with rich vocabulary and story lines. Instead of spending hours at the library or searching through books on Amazon, check out these fun-to-read Books for
Third Graders. Simply download pdf file with printable 3rd grade reading list and you are ready to help your third grader love reading! Books for 3rd GradersMost grade 2 students are reading well and able to pick up most picture books and short chapter books to read themselves. To help your 3rd grader pick some good quality books with great
character development, story lines, rich language, and more Ive gathered this list of must read books for 3rd graders. This is such a great3rd grade reading list homeschool to spend less time picking good books and more time READING! Printable 3rd grade reading listStart by scrolling to the bottom of the post, under the terms of use, and click on
the text link that says >> Download Long before he became an All-Star professional basketball player, Michael Jordan imagined winning an Olympic gold medal, and with dedication and perseverance, that's exactly what he did. >Clemont's little sister, Bonnie, is too young to be a Trainer; but she wants a Pokemon of her own. Then she finds a tiny
green Pokemon and names it Squishy. But there's a lot more to this cute little Pokemon than meets the eye ... >With a simple, witty story and free-spirited illustrations, Peter H. Reynolds entices even the stubbornly uncreative among us to make a mark, and to follow where it takes us. >This boy visits friends in 13 different countries spanning all six
populated continents. Along the way, he introduces readers to each friend's environment and customs. >There's going to be a Pet Day at school - only the rule is No Dogs! And that's the only kind of pet Junie B. has! If Mother won't let her get a new pet, then Junie B. will have to take matters into her own hands. Maybe a jar of ants? Or a wiggly worm?
Or - could it be something even better? >Although he is shorter than most of his classmates and everyone discourages him from trying out for the basketball team, eight-year-old Chris just works harder than everyone else so his size will not matter. >Stanley Lambchop is an ordinary boy. At least he was, until the night his bulletin board fell off the
wall and flattened him. All of a sudden, Stanley can slide under doors, mail himself across the country in an envelope, and fly like a kite! >Ever since the monster apocalypse hit town, average 13-year-old Jack Sullivan has been living in his tree house.But even in his fortified tree house, Jack alone is no match for the hordes of zombies and winged
wretches and vine thingies. >Ten-year-old George Calder can't believe his luck: He and his little sister, Phoebe, are on the famousTitanic. The ship is full of exciting places to explore, but when George ventures into the first class storage cabin, a terrible boom shakes the entire boat. Suddenly, water is everywhere, and George's life changes forever.
>Steve is beyond excited about living two doors down from the Robinson family. This is going to be the best baseball season yet! How many kids ever get to become friends with their hero? >Sure to invite discussion, this is an engaging book that imaginatively explores the risks of trying to be like everyone else. >Joe and Ravi might be from very
different places, but they're both stuck in the same place: school. >When Greg the police dog and his cop companion are injured on the job, a life-saving surgery changes the course of history, and Dog Man is born. With the head of a dog and the body of a human, this heroic hound has a real nose for justice. But can he resist the call of the wild to
answer the call of duty? >Each spread features a photographic image of the animal and its hair on the left and an illustration of a child with that animal's hair on the right. As in ANIMAL TEETH, the illustrations will be humorous and will accompany informative text. >When a stray dog comes her way, eleven-year Charlie risks everything to give
Wishbone the forever home she doesn't have. >A Newbery Award winner,Charlotte's Webhas warmed the hearts of millions for nearly half a century. E. B. White's elegant style creates a lucid text that makes this novel accessible for even the most struggling reader. Veteran illustrator Garth Williams contributes the delicate pen-and-ink illustrations
that enhance this sensitive story. >When Cam and Eric see strange lights above the trees, they're sure the U.F.O.s have landed. When they investigate, they find that there's more to the alien invasion than meets the eye. Between Eric's camera and Cam's photographic memory, can they prove what they see? >In this first book of the hilarious series,
Buzz enters his winged buddy in the Amazing Pet Competition. The judges scoff until they see all the extraordinary tricks the little fly can do. >What would happen if a T-rex and a Velociraptor met each other for a fight? Packed with fast facts and battle predictions, this title engages readers by posing ideas and theories that will keep them thinking
long after the reading ends. >Marcus Robinson is psyched! Tomorrow, his class is going on a field trip to a professional basketball arena to meet the one and only Jason Carter, Marcus's hero. Thanks to Jason, Marcus is about to learn the meaning of arealslam dunk. >Beloved author Katherine Applegate proves in unexpected ways that friends matter,
whether real or imaginary. This title has Common Core connections. >Class 507 is the worst class Ms. Bryce has ever taught. They are so terrible that when a science experiment goes disastrously wrong (again), Ms. Bryce has had it and quits in the middle of the lesson. But through a mix-up, the school office never finds out. >Mr. Wolf. Mr. Shark.
Mr. Snake. Mr. Piranha. They're bad guys, everybody knows that.But these guys want to be heroes. And they're going to prove it by doing good deeds, like rescuing those dogs from the city pound. Will the Bad Guys become the Good Guys when the dust settles? >It is vital that students be able to see themselves in the books they read; and for
students to read about people unlike themselves. This collection features characters and stories that have often been overlooked. >A box of books at the best price! Take advantage of inventory conditions that leave some of our books without a permanent home. The list of titles in this collection will change depending on availability. > Want more
great content? Subscribe to our Teacher Newsletter below and get teaching ideas delivered right to your inbox. Please enter a valid email address. Sign Up For The Newsletter Third grade is such an exciting time for readers. Kids are ready to tackle books with a bit more depth, exploring stories with richer plots and more complex characters. But, as
any teacher (or parent!) knows, finding that perfect book can be tricky. Its all about finding that sweet spot: Too easy, and theyre bored. Too complex, and they lose interest. If youve ever sifted through endless book lists, trying to pick the perfect read, you know exactly what I mean. But dont worrylve got you covered! Ive spent hours combing
through recommendations, and with input from young readers themselves, Ive curated a list of just-right books that will keep your 3rd grader excited to read and feeling confident. Whether youre building your classroom library or searching for a great book for your own kiddo, these novels are perfect for third-grade readers. Ive included a summary
of each book, plus links to helpful novel study resources to save you time. Your third graders are going to love these stories! A behavior award that everyone wants? Count me in. In this charming story, George Suds is determined to be the first to win his teachers coveted behavior award. But he quickly learns that good behavior isnt as simple as just
being on your best behavior all the time. Suds journey through third grade will have your students laughing and reflecting on what it really means to be good. Great for: Character development, cause and effect, and relatable school-life experiences. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Third Grade Angels Novel Study This book is perfect for reluctant
readers, especially the boys who enjoy humor with a side of gross-out fun. As Billy struggles to eat more than a dozen worms, he comes up with creative (and often funny) ways to make his task less disgusting. I love how this story opens up chances to talk about cause and effect, problem-solving, and how characters evolve over time. Plus, its a quick,
fun read that keeps kids hooked! Great for: Humor, reluctant readers, and character change. Learn more about the novel study: How to Eat Fried Worms Novel Study If youre looking for a book that your third graders will really connect with, Ramona Quimby, Age 8 is a must-have. Ramonas world is full of the same challenges your students
facebalancing family life, navigating school drama, and dealing with peer pressure. Its a fun, relatable story thats perfect for text-to-self connections and comparing characters. I cant recommend it enough for your 3rd grade reading listkids will love Ramonas spunk, and youll love how easily it sparks important conversations. Great for: Text-to-self
connections, character comparisons, and real-world issues. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Ramona Quimby, Age 8 Novel Study Peter Hatchers summer plans are ruined when he has to spend time with his annoying enemy, Sheila. Things get more complicated when his parents let him bring his best friendbut he ends up spending more time with
Sheila than anyone else. This book is perfect for 3rd-grade readers. The relatable family dynamics and humor keep kids engaged. Its also a great way to teach protagonist vs. antagonist, showing that conflict isnt always just good guy vs. bad guy. Great for: Character dynamics, conflict, and predicting outcomes. Novel Study & Lesson Materials:
Fudge-a-mania Novel Study Dont be fooled by the titlethis isnt a gross-out story, but it will surprise you in all the best ways. Told from a cats perspective, Snot Stew is about two stray kittens finding their way at a new home after being adopted. Theyre separated from their mom and must navigate their world in a way that only a cat could. The twists
and changes in their relationship are so relatable, and youll be amazed at how the first-person narrative pulls you in. What makes this book stand out? Its perfect for teaching point of view, inferring, and understanding how text clues (like how a cat describes everyday household items) reveal deeper meaning. Kids will love figuring out what those
clues areplus, its a really fun, heartwarming read that I cant recommend enough. Great for: Point of view, inferring, and unique, heartwarming stories. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Snot Stew Novel Study Elmer, a young boy, runs away to rescue a baby dragon, facing danger and excitement on Wild Island. Using only the items in his pack, Elmer
outsmarts wild animals and takes readers on a wild, imaginative adventure. With vibrant illustrations and clever problem-solving, this book is perfect for teaching character traits, sequencing, and how creativity can overcome obstacles. Its a story that will stay with your readers long after theyve finished. Great for: Problem-solving, character
development, and adventure lovers. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: My Fathers DragonNovel Study Imagine tiny people living in your house, using your things without you even knowing! Thats the premise of The Littles, a fun fantasy novel thats perfect for young readers. Plus, its the start of a whole series that kids will love. Great for: Problem-



solving, critical comprehension skills, and fans of quirky adventures. No list of great books would be complete without a graphic novel, and Flora & Ulysses is the perfect choice for your 3rd graders. Written by award-winning author Kate DiCamillo, this fun story follows a superhero squirrel and the girl who saves him on their zany adventures. Its a
silly, exciting read thats perfect for reluctant readers and a great introduction to DiCamillos work. Great for: Graphic novel lovers, reluctant readers, and quirky adventures. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Flora & UlyssesNovel Study Imagine everything you touch turning to chocolate sounds awesome, right? Thats what John Midas thought, too,
until things started going terribly wrong. This fun twist on the Midas myth is a hit with readers, even reluctant ones. Johns journey from excitement to frustration with his gift is one kids can really connect with. The Chocolate Touch is a well-loved classic thatll keep your students hooked. I promise theyll be begging for more reading time! Great for:
Cause and effect, predictions, and engaging reluctant readers. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: The Chocolate TouchNovel Study Looking for a book that will have your students laughing out loud? Sideways Stories from Wayside School is just what you need. This collection of quirky short stories takes place in a wacky school where the rules dont
quite make sense. From a teacher who turns her students into apples to a boy who gets sent home early for being a good friend, the strange and silly situations will keep kids entertained from start to finish. Each story is its own little adventure, so its also perfect for a beginning of year read-aloud or independent reading. Personally, Ive always loved
kicking off the school year with this oneits an instant hit that gets everyone giggling and hooked on reading! Great for: Humor, quirky characters, and classroom fun. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Sideways Stories from Wayside School Novel Study The Magic Tree House series is one of my all-time favorites! Its perfect for 3rd graderswhether
youre reading aloud or theyre tackling it on their own. In this first book, Jack and Annie travel back to the time of dinosaurs on a mysterious quest. Not only is the story exciting, but kids also learn fun facts about dinosaurs as Jack does his research. This series is great for teaching facts vs. opinions and other important reading skills. Its a wonderful
way to get your students hooked on reading! Great for: Introducing adventure genre, learning facts, and developing reading skills. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Dinosaurs Before DarkNovel Study If youre looking for a laugh-out-loud read for your students, The Best School Year Ever is a perfect pick! Its the second book in the Herdman series, and
let me tell you, the Herdman kids are the ultimate troublemakers. The narrator, a classmate of one of the Herdmans, shares all the wild rumors and chaos that follows them. But heres the twistby the end of the year, the class starts to see that maybe, just maybe, the Herdmans arent as bad as everyone thought. This book is perfect for discussions on
finding the good in others, and the humor will have your students cracking up the whole way through. Great for: Humor, character development, and finding the good in others. Get The Best School Year Ever Novel Guide What kid hasnt dreamed of their toys coming to life? Thats exactly what happens in The Indian in the Cupboard, and its one of the
reasons this fantasy is such a hit with 3rd graders! When Omri gets a cupboard for his birthday, he decides to lock his plastic Indian toy inside. But to his shock, the toy comes to life! His new friend, Little Bear, is a living, breathing man, and Omri quickly becomes responsible for his care. But when a cowboy named Boone arrives, things get
complicated. Will they ever get along? This book is perfect for comparing and contrasting characters, and its a great way to practice visualizing with your students. Plus, the excitement will have them hooked from the very first chapter. Great for: Comparing and contrasting, visualizing, and magical adventures. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Indian
in the CupboardNovel Study If your students have seen the movie, Stuart Little is the perfect way to dive into the book! Stuart is a mouse born into a human family, living in the bustling world of New York City. His adventures around Manhattan are full of surprises and challengesafter all, being small in a big city isnt easy! The familiar plot makes it a
great choice for helping students strengthen comprehension skills. This classic is also perfect for vocabulary, context clues, and comparing the book to the movie, giving students a chance to make real-world connections. Great for: Comprehension, vocabulary, and making connections between text and media. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Stuart
LittleNovel Study First, a little disclaimerkeep tissues handy, because this one will likely bring tears. Its one of the saddest books on this list, but also one of the most powerful. Stone Fox tells the story of Little Willy and his loyal dog, Searchlight, as they race to save his grandfathers farm. Willy is an incredibly likable character, and your students will
be rooting for him every step of the way. This book is a must-read for third graders, and it makes a perfect winter read-aloud or book study. Ive read it so many times with my students, and it still gets me every timeGardiners writing is that compelling. If youre planning a unit on the Iditarod or want to make connections to math and social studies,
Stone Fox is a great fit. Great for: Character development, emotion-driven storytelling, and cross-curricular connections. Get the Stone Fox Novel Study Learn more about some engaging STEM challenges you can pair with this novel. This classic book is one Ive always loved, and Im excited to share it with my students. The Boxcar Children tells the
story of four orphaned siblingsHenry, Jessie, Violet, and Bennywho create a home for themselves in an abandoned boxcar in the woods. The kids do everything on their owncooking, cleaning, and earning moneywhile avoiding being found by their grandfather, whom theyve never met. Their adventure is full of surprises, and this first book in the series
is perfect for hooking reluctant readers with an easy-to-read, engaging series. Its a must-have in your 3rd grade classroom library, especially with its great vocabulary and timeless appeal. Great for: Adventure, character development, and vocabulary building. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: The Boxcar ChildrenNovel Study This story was written by
Laura Ingalls Wilder and is the semi-true adventure of her familys move to Wisconsin when she was a young girl. Throughout the story, Laura describes her work to help her Ma and Pa and how the family always finds time to play together. From butchering their meat to gathering wood for the fire, the Ingalls must do everything they need to survive.
As the book works through each season, the familys work changes. Planting, making butter, and more. Students are often fascinated by life long before there were grocery stores everywhere. Great for comparing the past and present, a commonly studied social studies unit, this story details life during the 1800s. This is the first of four books in the
Little House series. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Little House in the Big Woods Novel Study If youre looking for something fast-paced and fun, the Geronimo Stilton series is perfect. While these books arent as text-heavy as some others, theyre packed with adventure, humor, and fascinating facts. In the first book, Geronimo embarks on a quest to
solve the mystery of a missing treasure. With plenty of twists and turns and tons of visuals, its a great choice for reluctant readers or anyone looking for an easy, engaging read. This is just the startif your students enjoy this one, theres a whole series waiting for them! Great for: Adventure, reluctant readers, and fast-paced stories. Freckle Juice is one
of those hilarious gems that your third graders will love. Andrew is desperate to have freckles like his classmate, thinking it will solve all his problemslike avoiding his moms neck-washing reminders. When a classmate offers him a recipe for freckle juice at just 50 cents, things take a hilarious turn. This story is relatable, funny, and perfect for teaching
theme and problem & solution. Its a great choice for getting your students hooked on reading and discussing the challenges of wanting to be someone else. Great for: Theme, problem-solving, and relatable humor. The book is a collection of short stories about the title character, an eccentric woman who knows how to deal with childrens bad habits.
From kids who wont take baths to those who are always losing their temper, Mrs. Piggle Wiggle has a cure for everything. Your students will love hearing about the wild antics that take place in each story, and you can use the book as a springboard for discussing character traits, problem-solving, and more. If youre looking for a feel-good read, Mrs.
Piggle Wiggle is a good choice! Told from the perspective of the family dog, Harold, Bunniculais the story of what happened after the family found a baby rabbit at the movie theater during a screening of Dracula. When Chester (the familys cat) notices something strange about the new addition, he decides the rabbit must be a vampire and tries to
alert the Monroe family. Another really funny book, this novel is great for Halloween or any time. The narrators engaging storyline and unique perspective make it a perfect book for students who are into vampires and other supernatural happenings. The text offers a number of great opportunities to infer and draw conclusions, which is a challenging
skill for many 3rd graders. Learn more about this and other great spooky stories here. A love story with a twist, this is the story of Mr. Hoppy and his plans to win the adoration of Ms. Silver via her beloved tortoise (Alfie). After telling Mr. Hoppy she wished she knew how to help Alfie grow larger, he concocts a wacky plan to win her over. Your
students will love discussing this hare-brained plot and predicting whether it will work. (Spoiler: It does!) With vivid description and silliness that only Dahl can bring to a childrens novel, this story is overall an easy read and fan favorite among books for 3rd graders. There are many great opportunities to discuss character traits and practice
visualization, inferring, and more. While the text has some made-up words (as do nearly all Dahls books), the plotline draws readers in and encourages them to overcome these challenges because the story is just that good. Novel Study & Lesson Materials: Esio Trot Novel Study Your animal-loving students withThe Wild Robot! After a shipwreck, Roz
the robot washes ashore on an uninhabited island. At first, she is only concerned with her survival, but as time passes, she starts to feel lonely. When a family of creatures finds her, Roz begins to learn about companionship with your animal-loving students withThe Wild Robot! A former Global Read Aloud book, The Wild Robot is a good book to
discuss character traits, emotions, and more with your third-grade class. Dont forget to check out the corresponding lesson plans and materials for the book! Novel Study & Lesson Materials: The Wild Robot Novel Study While it can be challenging to find quality novels with engaging plots that support deep conversation and critical thinking about
text that will appeal to a broad range of readers, I hope that this list will help guide you in the right direction. All twenty books on this comprehensive list are quality literature that your 3rd graders will love, whether you decide to use them as a read-aloud or incorporate them as you plan your next novel unit. I hope this list has sparked some ideas for
adding books to your classroom library and your next novel unit. While youre here, grab my free novel study planning roadmap to get step-by-step support to plan a high-quality literature unit for your third-grade students, whether youre in the classroom or homeschooling.
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