
	

https://jubuj.godoxevez.com/909590846902905874192406666729219121219166?fidovafuwawotipivorewinojaselewunivawimukudaw=lexijalunavafigutekekojifunupufelaxelarivekeronuxuzuzofaxumogigidasobabulivarinuwafutubadotesizivobazowakuvedulorosavatevasutunagusotedolalazunibatowufasefumamurakaligavisobakusobowutupamelikopenekowalitumaguve&utm_term=what+is+the+army+commendation+medal+with+v+device&votodazimiwegazevodafutogufuvogawisivapizugewetojunadoxiwasujasagigesifokupenudivepafotufufefusesez=pizuzalibenoropilujuturilisibafosozelilogerobomifutopakarapakefisaduvewerufobijosamididibonelumixinodinujuvosavixosibanizibulalasidipubudisisifakov


























The	"V"	device	is	a	1/4"	device	that	is	attached	to	certain	decorations	in	the	U.S.	Armed	Forces	and	represents	heroism	or	valor	in	combat	instead	of	meritorious	service.	Such	situations	as	active	engagement	of	an	enemy	force	or	other	actions	deemed	heroic	by	the	theater	commander.	All	branches	use	the	same	V	device,	and	since	2017,	all	share	the
same	criteria	across	branches.This	device	is	in	a	3/16"	size.It	comes	in	Bronze,	Silver,	and	Gold.Medal	of	HonorIn	2011,	it	was	established	that	for	each	succeeding	act	that	would	otherwise	justify	award	of	the	Medal	of	Honor,	the	individual	receiving	the	subsequent	award	is	authorized	to	wear	an	additional	Medal	of	Honor	ribbon	and/or	a	V	device
on	the	Medal	of	Honor	suspension	ribbon.	The	V	device	is	a	1/4-inch	high	bronze	miniature	letter	V	with	serifs	that	denotes	valor.	The	Medal	of	Honor	was	the	only	decoration	authorized	the	use	of	the	V	device	to	designate	subsequent	awards	in	such	fashion.Legion	of	MeritThe	sea	services	(i.e.,	the	Navy,	Marine	Corps,	and	Coast	Guard)	may	also
authorize	the	Combat	"V"	for	wear	on	the	LOM,	while	the	Army	and	Air	Force	do	not	authorize	the	"V"	device.Distinguished	Flying	CrossThe	Army	does	not	authorize	the	"V"	Device	to	be	worn	on	the	DFC	(even	though	the	Army	awards	the	DFC	"for	single	acts	of	heroism"	or	extraordinary	achievement	while	participating	in	aerial	flight;	the	other
services	can	also	award	the	DFC	for	extraordinary	achievement).Bronze	Star	MedalThe	Bronze	Star	Medal	with	the	"V"	device	to	denote	heroism	is	the	fourth	highest	military	decoration	for	valor.	Although	a	service	member	may	be	cited	for	heroism	in	combat	and	be	awarded	more	than	one	Bronze	Star	authorizing	the	"V"	device,	only	one	"V"	may	be
worn	on	each	suspension	and	service	ribbon	of	the	medal.	Combat	"V"	â€“	In	the	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	and	Coast	Guard,	the	"V"	is	worn	to	denote	combat	heroism	or	to	recognize	individuals	who	are	"exposed	to	personal	hazard	during	direct	participation	in	combat	operationsâ€​.Air	MedalThe	United	States	Secretary	of	the	Air	Force	approved	the
"V"	Device	for	Air	Medals	awarded	for	heroism	in	combat	effective	21	Oct	2004.	This	applies	to	all	Air	Force	members	(Active	Duty,	Air	Force	Reserve,	Air	National	Guard),	retirees,	and	veterans.	The	"V"	device	is	not	authorized	for	wear	on	the	medal	for	an	earlier	date.Joint	Service	Commendation	MedalA	"V"	Device	(for	valorous	actions	in	direct
contact	with	an	enemy)	are	authorised	devices.Army	Commendation	MedalA	"V"	Device	(for	valorous	actions	in	direct	contact	with	an	enemy)	are	authorised	devices.Air	Force	Commendation	Medal"V"	device	is	for	valorous	actions	in	direct	contact	with	an	enemy	and	are	authorised	devices.	Army	Achievement	MedalA	â€œVâ€​	device	is	also
authorised.Air	Force	Achievement	MedalA	â€œVâ€​	device	is	also	authorised.Air	Force	Organizational	Excellence	Award	The	"V"	device	(discontinued	January	1,	2014)	was	authorized	to	be	worn	for	the	units	participating	in	combat	operations	and	or	direct	combat	support.	Bronze	device	worn	on	military	ribbons	Award"V"	deviceBronze	"V"
deviceTypeRibbon	deviceAwarded	forHeroism	in	combat[N	1]Presented	byUnited	StatesStatusIn	useEstablished22	December	1945	(1945-12-22)PrecedenceNext	(lower)"C"	device[1][2][3]	A	"V"	device	is	a	metal	1⁄4-inch	(6.4	mm)	capital	letter	"V"	with	serifs	which,	when	worn	on	certain	decorations	awarded	by	the	United	States	Armed	Forces,
distinguishes	a	decoration	awarded	for	combat	valor	or	heroism	from	the	same	decoration	being	awarded	for	a	member's	actions	under	circumstances	other	than	combat.[4]	The	decorations	with	which	a	"V"	may	be	authorized	differ	among	the	military	services,	as	well	as	the	manner	in	which	the	"V"	is	worn	and	the	name	by	which	it	is	referred	to.
Until	2017,	each	service	also	used	different	criteria	in	determining	whether	a	"V"	could	be	authorized.[N	1][5]	The	Department	of	Defense,	Army,	and	Air	Force	refer	to	the	"V"	as	the	"V"	device.[6][7]	The	Coast	Guard	refers	to	it	as	the	Valor	Device,[8]	while	the	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	refer	to	it	as	the	Combat	Distinguishing	Device	or	Combat	"V".[9]
When	referring	to	a	medal	that	has	been	awarded	with	the	"V"	device,	it	is	often	referred	to	as	having	been	awarded	"with	valor".	U.S.	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	ribbon	of	the	Achievement	Medal	with	"V"	device	denoting	combat	bravery;	the	"V"	device	ceased	being	awarded	with	Achievement	Medals	in	late	2016.	On	22	December	1945,	in	War
Department	Circular	383,	the	United	States	Army	decided	to	introduce	the	"V"	device	to	distinguish	the	award	of	a	Bronze	Star	Medal	for	acts	of	valor	and	heroism,	rather	than	meritorious	service.[10]	Soldiers,	including	Army	airmen,	who	were	awarded	the	Bronze	Star	Medal	for	heroism	in	combat	were	now	authorized	to	wear	a	bronze	"V"	on	the
suspension	and	service	ribbon	of	the	medal.	Only	one	"V"	was	allowed	to	be	worn	on	a	ribbon.	The	Department	of	the	Navy	introduced	the	"V"	as	the	"Combat	Distinguishing	Device",	and	on	15	February	1946,	authorized	the	"V"	device	to	be	worn	on	the	Legion	of	Merit	and	Bronze	Star	Medal	for	services	or	acts	performed	in	actual	combat	with	the
enemy;	in	February	1947,	this	was	changed	to	acts	or	services	involving	direct	participation	in	combat	operations.	Most	World	War	II	veterans	who	were	entitled	to	the	"V"	probably	did	not	know	about	or	apply	for	the	device,	since	large-scale	separations	from	the	services	were	taking	place	after	the	war	ended.	Stocks	of	the	device	also	were	not
available	for	issue	for	at	least	a	year	after	the	issuance	of	the	Army	circular.[10]	To	be	worn	on	a	decoration,	the	"V"	device	must	have	been	specifically	authorized	in	the	written	award	citation	issued	with	the	medal.	In	1996,	the	"V"	device	garnered	public	attention	after	the	suicide	of	Admiral	Jeremy	Boorda,	who	was	the	Chief	of	Naval	Operations.
The	news	media	reported	that	his	death	by	suicide	may	have	been	caused	by	a	Navy	investigation	following	a	story	by	Newsweek	about	Boorda	wearing	two	"combat	valor	pins"	on	the	service	ribbons	of	his	uniform,	which	he	received	for	duty	as	a	weapons	officer	and	executive	officer	aboard	two	naval	ships	off	the	coast	of	Indochina	during	the
Vietnam	War.[11]	Although	there	were	indications	these	"combat	distinguishing	devices"	were	authorized	to	be	worn	on	his	Navy	Commendation	Medal	and	Navy	Achievement	Medal,	the	Department	of	the	Navy	Board	For	Correction	of	Naval	Records	determined	after	his	death	that	both	of	the	devices	were	not	authorized	to	be	worn	on	the	two
decorations.[12]	In	2011,	the	Department	of	Defense	changed	its	awards	manual	regulations	concerning	the	Medal	of	Honor	(MOH),	specifying	that	the	"V"	device	instead	of	the	oak	leaf	cluster	and	5⁄16	inch	star	would	be	used	to	denote	additional	citations	in	the	rare	event	of	a	service	member	being	awarded	a	second	MOH.	By	May	2015,	the
Department	of	Defense	changed	its	awards	manual	again	concerning	the	MOH,	specifying	that	a	separate	MOH	is	presented	to	an	individual	for	each	succeeding	act	that	justifies	an	award.	There	has	not	been	a	living	repeat	MOH	recipient	since	the	World	War	I	era,	so	the	"V"	device	has	yet	to	be	worn	in	this	fashion	by	a	living	recipient.[citation
needed]	Until	2017,	the	criteria	and	conditions	under	which	the	"V"	device	could	be	awarded	differed	among	the	services.	For	the	Army,	the	"V"	was	worn	solely	to	denote	"participation	in	acts	of	heroism	involving	conflict	with	an	armed	enemy".[6]	For	the	Navy,	Marine	Corps,	and	Coast	Guard,	the	"V"	could	be	worn	to	denote	combat	heroism,	or	to
recognize	individuals	who	were	"exposed	to	personal	hazard	during	direct	participation	in	combat	operations".[13][9]	For	the	Air	Force,	the	"V"	could	be	worn	on	the	Bronze	Star	Medal	to	denote	heroism	in	combat,	but	also	on	the	Commendation	Medal	and	Achievement	Medal	to	denote	heroism	or	for	being	"placed	in	harm's	way"	during	contingency
deployment	operations.	Prior	to	1	January	2014,	the	device	was	also	authorized	on	Outstanding	Unit	Awards	and	Organizational	Excellence	Awards	to	indicate	the	unit	participated	in	direct	combat	support	actions.[7]	The	"V"	device	is	also	authorized	for	the	Air	Medal	by	all	the	services	where	heroism	in	aerial	combat	was	involved	on	an	individual
mission.	On	15	August	2016,	the	Coast	Guard	changed	their	criteria	such	that	new	awards	of	the	"V"	would	be	for	valor	only,	to	denote	a	heroic	act	or	acts	while	participating	in	conflict	or	combat	with	an	armed	enemy.[8]	On	6	January	2016,	the	Department	of	Defense	announced	that	it	was	revising	its	military	decorations	and	awards	program	to
include	a	"V"	device	change	to	its	original	1940s	use	of	denoting	heroism	in	combat	only	on	specific	decorations	for	the	military	services.[2][14]	Two	new	"C"	and	"R"	devices	will	also	be	used	on	relevant	awards.[2][14]	On	2	February	2017,	new	silver-plated	and	gold-plated	"V"	devices	were	introduced,	followed	by	wreathed	versions	in	September[4]
which	led	to	speculation	that	the	various	versions	of	the	"V"	device	would	now	indicate	how	many	times	a	specific	medal	was	awarded	with	the	"V."[14]	The	U.S.	Air	Force	uniform	regulations	update	of	15	April	2019,	was	the	first	to	describe	and	depict	the	new	"V"	devices	as	follows:[15]	Bronze	"V"	device	for	first	award	(standard	device	for	the	U.S.
Army	and	U.S.	Air	Force	before	December	2016)	Silver	"V"	device	for	second	award	Gold	"V"	device	for	third	award	(standard	device	for	the	U.S.	Navy	and	U.S.	Marine	Corps	before	December	2016)	Bronze	"V"	with	wreath	device	for	fourth	award	Silver	"V"	with	wreath	device	for	fifth	award	Gold	"V"	with	wreath	device	for	six	or	more	awards	On	21
December	2016,	the	"V"	device	ceased	being	authorized	for	Achievement	Medals.[16][17]	Retroactive	to	January	2016,	the	"V"	device	ceased	being	authorized	for	the	Legion	of	Merit,	being	replaced	by	the	"C"	device.[18][16]	Currently,	the	following	decorations	of	the	United	States	Armed	Forces	are	eligible	to	be	awarded	with	a	"V"	device.[16][18]
[19][20][21][22][23][24][25]	Decoration	Army[16][6]	Naval	Service[16][9]	Air	and	SpaceForces[16][7]	CoastGuard[8]	DoDJoint	Service[3]	Distinguished	Flying	Cross	Bronze	Star	Medal	Air	Medal	Commendation	Medals	For	the	Army	and	the	Air	Force,	the	"V"	is	positioned	to	the	right	of	any	bronze	or	silver	oak	leaf	clusters	from	the	wearer's
perspective,	or	positioned	in	the	center	of	the	service	ribbon	if	worn	alone.[26][15]	Distinguished	Flying	Cross,	awarded	for	valor	Bronze	Star	Medal,	two	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Air	Medal	(Army),	three	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	(Army	uses	bronze	award	numerals)	Air	Medal	(Air	Force),	three	awards,	of	which	at
least	one	was	for	valor	(Air	Force	uses	oak	leaf	clusters)	Air	Force	Commendation	Medal,	four	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Only	4	devices	may	be	worn	per	ribbon;	an	additional	ribbon	is	worn	to	the	wearer's	left	when	necessary	to	support	additional	devices:[26][15]	Army	Commendation	Medal,	nine	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was
for	valor	Army	Commendation	Medal,	ten	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	For	the	Navy,	Marine	Corps,	and	Coast	Guard,	the	"V"	is	always	worn	in	the	center	of	the	service	ribbon,	while	any	gold	or	silver	5⁄16	Inch	Stars	are	added	in	balance	to	the	right	and	left	of	the	"V"	starting	with	the	right	side	from	the	wearer's	perspective.[27][28][29]
Marine	Corps	refer	to	it	as	Combat	Distinguishing	Device.	The	Navy,	Marine	Corps,	and	Coast	Guard	continue	to	award	and	issue	the	bronze	version.	The	Marine	Corps	allows	anodized	medals	and	anodized	Combat	"V"s	to	be	worn	on	the	dress	blues	uniform.	Distinguished	Flying	Cross,	awarded	for	valor	Bronze	Star	Medal,	two	awards,	of	which	at
least	one	was	for	valor	Air	Medal,	three	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	(The	gold	award	numeral	3	on	the	left	denotes	three	individual	awards	of	the	Air	Medal	(only	for	Navy	and	Marine	Corps))	Air	Medal,	three	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	(Coast	Guard	uses	award	stars)	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	Commendation	Medal,	eight
awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Coast	Guard	Commendation	Medal,	five	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Golden	or	brass	Arabic	numerals	may	be	used	to	indicate	the	total	number	of	times	the	medal	was	awarded	if	the	total	number	of	devices,	of	any	types,	exceed	4	total	devices	and	would	thus	not	fit	on	a	single	ribbon.[3]	Total
of	four	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Total	of	five	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Total	of	nine	awards,	of	which	at	least	one	was	for	valor	Brett	Blanton,	Architect	of	the	Capitol	Eddie	Albert,	actor	and	activist	Richard	Lee	Armitage,	US	Deputy	Secretary	of	State	Monica	Beltran	Michael	Boorda,	25th	Chief	of	Naval	Operations
Jim	Bridenstine,	US	Representative	Maurice	Britt,	NFL	football	player	William	B.	Caldwell	III	Duane	Carey,	NASA	astronaut	Christopher	Cassidy,	NASA	astronaut	Llewellyn	Chilson	Max	Cleland,	US	Senator	Dan	Crenshaw,	US	Representative	Paris	Davis,	former	Commander	of	the	10th	Special	forces	Ray	Davis,	14th	Asst	Commandant	of	the	Marine
Corps	Bob	Dole,	US	Senator	Desmond	Doss	Joseph	Dunford,	19th	Chairman	of	the	Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	Joseph	F.	Enright,	World	War	II	submarine	captain.	Michael	Fahey,	Mayor	of	Omaha	Kenneth	Raymond	Fleenor,	Mayor	of	Selma,	Texas	Ronald	Fogleman,	15th	Chief	of	Staff	of	the	Air	Force	Tommy	Franks,	Commander	of	the	US	Central	Command
William	J.	Gainey	Jonny	Kim,	SEAL	Team	3	member,	NASA	Astronaut	Joseph	L.	Galloway,	newspaper	correspondent	and	columnist	Bill	Genaust	Calvin	Graham,	youngest	US	serviceman	to	serve	and	fight	during	World	War	II,	at	12	years	of	age	Mark	Green,	US	Representative	William	Guarnere	David	H.	Hackworth,	journalist	Michael	Hagee,	33rd
Commandant	of	the	Marine	Corps	Alexander	Haig,	US	Secretary	of	State	John	Harllee	Gustav	Hasford,	novelist,	journalist	and	poet	Michael	Hayden,	Director	of	the	CIA	Ira	Hayes	Joseph	P.	Hoar,	Commander	in	Chief	of	US	Central	Command	Charles	T.	Horner	Jr.	Robert	L.	Howard	Zach	Iscol,	entrepreneur,	candidate	in	the	2021	New	York	City
Comptroller	election	Jack	H.	Jacobs,	military	analyst	and	investment	manager	Richard	Jadick	Sam	Johnson,	US	Representative	James	L.	Jones,	32nd	Commandant	of	the	Marine	Corps	Woodrow	Keeble	John	Kerry,	US	Secretary	of	State	Harry	Kizirian	Charles	C.	Krulak,	31st	Commandant	of	the	Marine	Corps	Victor	H.	Krulak,	author	Chris	Kyle,	Navy
Seal	Sniper	Douglas	MacArthur,	five-star	general	Richard	Marcinko,	1st	commanding	officer	of	Seal	Team	Six	Lee	Marvin,	actor	John	McCain,	US	Senator	Michael	A.	Monsoor	Robert	Mueller,	Director	of	the	FBI	Audie	Murphy,	actor,	songwriter,	and	rancher	Raymond	L.	Murray	John	P.	Murtha,	US	Representative	Peter	Pace,	16th	Chairman	of	the
Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	David	Petraeus,	Director	of	the	CIA	Chance	Phelps	Chesty	Puller	Charles	B.	Rangel,	US	Representative	L.	Scott	Rice	Matthew	Ridgway,	19th	Chief	of	Staff	of	the	US	Army	John	Ripley	Norman	Schwarzkopf,	Commander	of	US	Central	Command	Sidney	Shachnow	Hugh	Shelton,	14th	Chairman	of	the	Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	David	M.
Shoup,	22nd	Commandant	of	the	Marine	Corps	Arthur	D.	Simons	Jamie	Smith	Clifton	Sprague	World	War	II	admiral,	commander	of	Task	Unit	77	during	the	Battle	off	Samar	Robert	L.	Stewart,	NASA	astronaut	Earl	E.	Stone,	1st	Director	of	the	Armed	Forces	Security	Agency,	the	predecessor	of	the	National	Security	Agency	Oliver	Stone	Jeff	Struecker
Keni	Thomas,	country	music	singer	Strom	Thurmond,	US	Senator	Matt	Urban	John	William	Vessey	Jr.,	10th	Chairman	of	the	Joint	Chiefs	of	Staff	Alejandro	Villanueva,	NFL	football	player	Raúl	G.	Villaronga,	Mayor	of	Killeen,	Texas	Larry	D.	Welch,	12th	Chief	of	Staff	of	the	US	Air	Force	Allen	West,	US	Representative	Chuck	Yeager,	first	pilot	confirmed
to	have	exceeded	the	speed	of	sound	in	level	flight	Elmo	R.	Zumwalt	Jr.,	19th	Chief	of	Naval	Operations	Awards	and	decorations	of	the	United	States	military	United	States	military	award	devices	^	a	b	From	1945	until	2	February	2017,	criteria	varied	among	the	services	for	the	award	of	a	medal	with	the	"V"	device.	While	the	Army	awarded	the	"V"
solely	to	denote	"participation	in	acts	of	heroism	involving	conflict	with	an	armed	enemy,"	the	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	also	awarded	the	"V"	to	recognize	individuals	who	are	"exposed	to	personal	hazard	during	direct	participation	in	combat	operations",	and	the	Air	Force	included	provisions	for	awarding	the	"V"	to	members	who	were	"placed	in	harm's
way"	during	contingency	deployment	operations.	^	"DoD	Military	Decorations	and	Awards	Review	Results	(1-36)"	(PDF).	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	26	January	2016.	Retrieved	10	January	2016.	^	a	b	c	Ferdinando,	Lisa	(7	January	2016).	"Pentagon	Announces	Changes	to	Military	Decorations	and	Awards	Program".	DoD	News.	U.S.
Department	of	Defense.	Archived	from	the	original	on	13	July	2016.	Retrieved	25	February	2017.	^	a	b	c	DOD	Manual	1348.33,	Volume	4,	Manual	of	Military	Decorations	and	Awards:	DOD	Joint	Decorations	and	Awards	Archived	28	October	2020	at	the	Wayback	Machine,	U.S.	Department	of	Defense,	dated	20	October	2020,	last	accessed	25	October
2020	^	a	b	"Ribbon	Attachment,	Letter	'V'".	MIL-DTL-41819/3J.	Defense	Logistics	Agency.	2	February	2017.	^	Burgess,	Lisa	(26	October	2006).	"Pentagon	reviewing	'V'	device	for	consistency".	Stars	and	Stripes.	Retrieved	28	April	2014.	^	a	b	c	"Army	Regulation	600–8–22	Military	Awards"	(PDF).	United	States	Army.	24	June	2013.	Archived	(PDF)
from	the	original	on	22	July	2011.	Retrieved	6	May	2014.	^	a	b	c	"AFI	36-2803	Air	Force	Military	Awards	and	Decorations	Program"	(PDF).	18	December	2013.	p.	218.	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	4	March	2014.	Retrieved	6	May	2014.	^	a	b	c	"COMDTINST	M1650.25E	Medals	and	Awards	Manual"	(PDF).	15	August	2016.	pp.	1–23.	Archived
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Credit:	U.S.	Army)	VIEW	ORIGINAL	2	/	2	Show	Caption	+	Hide	Caption	–	(Photo	Credit:	U.S.	Army)	VIEW	ORIGINAL	WASHINGTON	(Army	News	Service)	--	The	V	device	worn	on	Army	Commendation	Medal	and	other	awards,	stands	for	"valor."	The	device	was	authorized	decades	ago	for	wear	on	Army	ribbons.	The	V	device	is	still	around,	but	joining
the	V	now	are	two	new	devices:	the	"C"	and	"R"	devices,	where	C	denotes	"combat"	and	the	R	means	"remote."	Both	are	described	fully	in	Military	Personnel	Message	17-095,	titled	"Implementation	of	Department	of	Defense	Guidance	for	the	Newly	Established	'C'	and	'R'	Devices."	That	message	was	published	March	15.	C	DEVICE	There's	a	subtle
but	important	distinction	between	the	V	and	the	C,	said	Lt.	Col.	R.	Arron	Lummer,	chief	of	Awards	and	Decorations	Branch,	The	Adjutant	General	Directorate,	U.S.	Army	Human	Resources	Command.	The	valor	V	device	"is	for	combat	heroism,	limited	to	a	singular	achievement	where	a	Soldier	demonstrated	valor	in	combat	against	an	armed	enemy,"
he	said.	The	combat	C	device	is	earned	"through	service	or	achievement	under	combat	conditions."	The	intent	of	the	C	device	is	to	distinguish	a	particular	award	as	having	been	earned	in	combat,	since	not	all	military	awards	are	exclusively	combat-related	awards.	For	example,	the	Bronze	Star	Medal	will	not	merit	a	C	device	because	the	medal	itself
recognizes	service	or	achievement	in	a	combat	theater.	The	Army	Commendation	Medal,	however,	can	be	awarded	in	combat	or	in	peacetime,	so	a	C	device	would	distinguish	that	service	or	achievement	in	combat.	A	typical	scenario	for	a	C	device,	he	said,	could	be	on	an	award	recognizing	a	Soldier's	meritorious	service	over	the	course	of	a
deployment	in	a	combat	zone,	commonly	called	an	end-of-tour	award.	Another	example	may	be	to	recognize	a	specific	achievement	made	by	a	Soldier	during	a	deployment,	even	if	it	is	not	directly-related	to	combat.	The	catch,	Lummer	said,	is	the	C	device	is	intended	to	recognize	that	the	particular	award	was	earned	under	combat	conditions.	To
qualify	for	the	C	device,	the	Soldier	must	be	in	an	active	area	of	combat	where	"the	Soldier	was	personally	exposed	to	hostile	action	or	in	an	area	where	other	Soldiers	were	actively	engaged.	That's	not	to	say	the	Soldier	must	qualify	for	a	combat	badge,	states	the	MILPER.	Lummer	clarified	that	combat	badges,	like	the	Combat	Action	Badge,	are
awarded	when	a	Soldier	is	personally	engaged	or	engages	the	enemy.	A	C	device	can	be	awarded	to	a	Soldier	even	if	he	or	she	was	never	personally	engaged,	so	long	as	the	service	or	achievement	being	recognized	was	in	an	area	where	such	enemy	actions	occurred.	Lummer	added	that	it	would	be	"highly	unlikely,	but	possible"	for	a	Soldier	not	to
have	a	combat	patch	but	be	awarded	a	C	device.	In	particular,	a	Soldier	could	be	serving	in	a	non-combat,	contingency	location	but,	due	to	the	fluid	nature	of	military	operations,	the	situation	may	escalate	into	a	combat	situation,	then	rapidly	de-escalate	back	to	stability	operations	again.	R	DEVICE	The	remote	R	device	is	rated	when	"a	Soldier
remotely,	but	directly,	contributed	to	a	combat	operation,"	Lummer	said.	That	Soldier	can	be	from	any	military	occupational	specialty,	but	a	good	example,	he	said,	is	an	unmanned	aerial	system	operator	who	places	ordnance	on	a	high-value	target	from	a	location	away	from	the	combat	area.	Lummer	said	a	UAS	operator	likely	would	qualify	for	the
new	R	device	if	he	"delivered	ordnance	or	identified	the	target	and	was	then	able	to	talk	or	walk	effects	onto	that	target,	whether	from	a	raid	on	the	ground	or	designating	targeted	munitions	delivered	from	somewhere	else."	The	determination	a	commander	must	make	is	whether	the	Soldier's	actions	from	outside	the	operational	area	(not	exposed	to
or	at	risk	of	hostile	action)	directly	affected	combat	operations.	HOW	IT'S	WORN	Instructions	on	wear	of	the	C	and	R	devices	borrowed	heavily	from	similar	instructions	on	how	to	wear	the	V	device,	Lummer	said.	The	new	C	and	the	R	devices	are	the	same	color,	size	and	font	as	the	existing	V	device,	he	said.	Like	the	V,	he	said,	the	most	common
award	the	C	and	R	will	be	worn	with	is	most	likely	the	Army	Commendation	Medal,	but	there	are	others.	The	C	device	could	also	be	worn	with	the:	--	Distinguished	Service	Medal.	--	Legion	of	Merit.	--	Distinguished	Flying	Cross.	--	Air	Medal.	--	Army	Achievement	Medal.	The	R	device	could	also	be	worn	with	the:	--	Legion	of	Merit.	--	Meritorious
Service	Medal.	--	Army	Achievement	Medal.	Using	as	an	example	the	Army	Commendation	Medal,	if	three	ARCOMs	were	earned,	that	ribbon	would	contain	two	oak	leaf	clusters.	If	one	or	more	of	those	ARCOMs	were	awarded	with	a	C	device,	only	one	C	device	would	be	worn	on	the	inboard	side	of	the	oak	leaf	clusters	closest	to	the	heart,	he	said.	In
the	same	example,	if	a	different	ARCOM	was	awarded	with	a	V	or	an	R,	only	one	of	each	device	would	be	worn.	According	to	Lummer,	the	V	has	the	highest	precedence,	followed	by	the	C	and	then	the	R.	Lummer	also	stressed	that	a	Soldier	cannot	receive	multiple	devices	for	the	same	service	or	achievement.	If	a	Soldier	is	awarded	an	ARCOM	for	a
valorous	act	against	an	armed	enemy,	they	receive	only	the	V	device,	even	though	the	valor	obviously	occurred	under	combat	conditions.	COMMANDER'S	PROGRAM	As	with	all	decorations,	the	C	and	R	are	part	of	the	"commander's	program,"	Lummer	said,	"designed	to	maintain	good	order	and	discipline	and	support	morale	and	esprit	de	corps."	As
such,	a	lot	of	discretion	is	given	to	a	commander	in	interpreting	the	appropriateness	of	an	award	and	distinguishing	the	type	of	award	and	device	a	commander	sees	fit	to	recommend,	he	said.	In	the	past,	awards	such	as	the	Army	Commendation	Medal	did	not	in	and	of	themselves	outwardly	denote	extraordinary	service	related	to	combat,	Lummer
said.	"Soldiers	were	not	appropriately	recognized	with	the	awards	system	as	it	was,	so	this	change	across	DOD	does	just	that,"	he	said.	He	added	that	the	Army	was	the	first	to	publish	guidance	and	authorization	to	wear	the	devices	when	the	MILPER	came	out	this	month,	but	guidance	will	likely	vary	slightly	between	the	joint	staff	and	the	other
services.	LOTS	OF	QUESTIONS,	INTEREST	Lummer	said	publication	of	the	MILPER	message	has	generated	a	lot	of	questions	about	the	new	C	and	R	devices.	Chief	among	those	questions	is	whether	the	devices	are	retroactive	in	nature.	For	instance,	can	they	be	worn	by	Soldiers	who	have	earned	medals	in	past	conflicts,	such	as	Vietnam	or	Korea?
The	answer,	he	said,	is	that	the	devices	are	retroactive	only	to	Jan.	7,	2016,	when	the	secretary	of	Defense	authorized	them,	so	any	award	approved	prior	to	that	day	is	not	eligible	for	a	C	or	R	device.	Other	questions,	he	said,	mostly	involve	their	wear	and	the	criteria	for	awarding	them.	As	of	March	21,	Lummer	said	no	formal	requests	have	been
received	by	HRC	for	a	C	or	R	device,	though	he	expects	such	requests	will	come	soon.	(Follow	David	Vergun	on	Twitter:	@vergunARNEWS)	Related	Links:	Army	News	Service	Army.mil:	North	America	news	Soldiers	webpage	ARNEWS	email	subscription	signup	ARNEWS	Archives	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	is	awarded	to	any	member
of	the	Armed	Forces	of	the	United	States	who,	while	serving	in	any	capacity	with	the	Army,	distinguishes	himself	or	herself	by	heroism,	meritorious	achievement	or	meritorious	service.	Awards	of	the	ARCOM	may	be	made	for	acts	of	valor	performed	under	circumstances	described	above	which	are	of	lesser	degree	than	required	for	award	of	the
Bronze	Star	Medal.	These	acts	may	involve	aerial	flight.	The	ARCOM	may	be	awarded	for	acts	of	noncombatant-related	heroism	which	does	not	meet	the	requirements	for	an	award	of	the	Soldier's	Medal.	The	requirements	for	an	ARCOM	for	Valor	are:	DA	Form	638,	Recommendation	For	Award	1	page	narrative	written	on	plain	bond	paper	Eyewitness
statement	of	valorous	action	and	circumstances	Recommended	Soldier's	Enlisted	Record's	Brief	(ERB)	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	is	not	just	any	ordinary	recognition.	It’s	reserved	for	the	special	soul	that	is	willing	to	risk	their	lives	and	spend	a`	significant	amount	of	time	away	from	loved	ones.	As	a	result,	soldiers	may	become
decorated	with	awards	like	Army	ARCOM	during	service.	Discover	8	things	to	know	about	the	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM),	including	purpose	and	eligibility.	Related	Article	–	Army	Achievement	Medal	(AAM):	6	Things	To	Know	Army	ARCOM	Medal:	8	Things	to	Know	Image:	Wikipedia.org	The	U.S.	Armed	Forces	utilize	several	methods	to
distinguish	military	personnel	that	goes	above	and	beyond.	These	include	military	achievements	like	the	Purple	Heart,	Navy	Cross,	Distinguished	Service	Cross,	and	Army	Achievement	Medal	(AAM).	Military	personnel	in	the	5	primary	branches	of	the	Armed	Forces	each	receive	their	own	unique	version	of	the	Commendation	Medal.	The	Army
Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	is	considered	a	mid-level	decoration	and	is	awarded	to	personnel	of	the	service	branch.	Honorees	of	Army	ARCOM	usually	receive	recognition	for	“exceptional	or	meritorious	service	or	acts	of	heroism.”	What	does	that	mean,	and	how	does	a	soldier	qualify	for	the	Commendation	Medal?	Before	we	get	too	far,	here	is
what	you	need	to	know	regarding	Army	ARCOM:	Purpose	History	Eligibility	/	Requirements	Design	Army	Service	Ribbon	Army	ARCOM	Devices	Uniform	Placement	Army	ARCOM	Replication	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	is	awarded	for	individual	acts	of	heroism	and	those	achieved	as	a	unit.	Below,	we’ll	address	each	aspect	of	Army
ARCOM	in	more	detail:	#1.	Purpose	of	Army	ARCOM	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	is	a	special	type	of	recognition	for	service	members.	In	general,	Army	personnel	receive	ARCOM	for	various	“exceptional”	acts,	including:	Heroism	(as	an	Individual	Soldier)	Heroism	(as	a	military	unit)	Meritorious	Achievement	Meritorious	Service	The
Army	Commendation	Medal	is	considered	a	“mid-level”	military	decoration.	In	other	words,	the	medal	is	not	the	most	prestigious	award	one	can	receive,	yet	the	honor	still	ranks	higher	compared	to	the	Army	Achievement	Medal.	The	commendation	is	generally	awarded	for	sustained	acts	of	heroism	or	meritorious	service.	It’s	usually	granted	to	U.S.
Army	personnel	that	are	not	general	officers.	All	in	all,	there	are	Commendation	Medals	for	each	service	branch	(Army,	Naval	Service,	Air	and	Space	Forces,	and	U.S.	Coast	Guard).	Moreover,	a	fifth	version	exists	for	joint	military	service	and	is	issued	by	the	Department	of	Defense	(DoD).	Service	members	are	further	distinguished	by	bronze	and
silver	oak	leaf	clusters	(more	information,	below).	#2.	History	of	Army	ARCOM	Image:	GetArchive.net	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	has	a	long	and	decorated	history.	The	commendation	initially	consisted	of	a	service	ribbon	which	is	still	featured	with	the	current	ensemble	(more	details,	below).	Originally,	the	Commendation	Medal	was
reserved	for	members	of	the	U.S.	Navy	and	Coast	Guard.	However,	after	the	Coast	Guard	and	Navy	introduced	their	versions	in	1943	the	U.S.	Army	soon	followed	in	1945.	Later,	the	service	ribbons	evolved	into	the	current	version,	which	now	includes	a	bronze	medal	(see:	Army	ARCOM	Design).	The	original	bronze	medals	date	back	to	the	1960s
when	they	were	first	authorized.	Today,	Army	ARCOM	is	also	awarded	to	foreign	countries	and	dignitaries.	In	fact,	the	United	States	recently	granted	Commendation	Medals	to	South	Korean	soldiers	that	rescued	a	defector	from	North	Korea	in	2017.	#3.	Eligibility	&	Requirements	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	and	Ribbon	(ARCOM)	are	awarded	to
members	of	the	military	branch	that	perform	“exceptional”	service.	These	include	extraordinary	acts	of	duty,	courage,	and	heroism.	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	was	initially	established	to	recognize	soldiers	when	the	Bronze	Star	is	not	applicable.	For	example,	many	quality	and	exceptional	acts	of	service	occur	outside	combat	areas.	As	a	result,
the	qualifications	for	the	Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	are	fairly	loose	aside	from	the	stipulation	of	being	grade	O-6	or	lower.	Thus,	anyone	below	the	rank	of	Colonel	in	the	U.S.	Army	qualifies,	along	with	military	members	of	foreign	countries.	Some	examples	of	qualifying	service	for	medal	recognition,	include:	Distinctive	meritorious
achievement	and	service.	Acts	of	courage	involve	no	voluntary	risk	to	life.	Sustained	meritorious	performance	of	duty.	The	United	States	Army	stipulates	that	authorization	of	the	award	must	come	from	an	officer	grade	Colonel	(O-6)	or	higher.	Related	Article	–	Top	15	Military	Medals	/	Awards	Ranked	&	Explained	#4.	Design	Image:	Wikimedia.org	The
Army	Commendation	Medal	(ARCOM)	features	a	noteworthy	design.	The	medallion	is	hexagonal	and	produced	with	bronze.	It	features	an	American	bald	eagle	on	the	front	of	the	medal	with	wings	spread	horizontally.	The	eagle	grasps	3	crossed	arrows	while	a	shield	paly	of	13	sections	and	a	chief.	The	front	design	is	somewhat	comparable	to	the
Naval	Service	Commendation	Medal,	yet	is	produced	with	a	different	metal.	Furthermore,	the	Navy	version	of	the	Commendation	award	is	not	granted	near	as	frequently	to	sailors	and,	thus,	rare.	Meanwhile,	on	the	reverse	side	of	Army	ARCOM	is	room	for	inscription	between	the	lines	“For	Military”	and	“Merit”.	The	wording	is	above	a	laurel	sprig
that	further	distinguishes	the	Commendation	Medal	from	other	versions.	Army	ARCOM	is	usually	awarded	with	a	service	ribbon,	“V”	device,	and/or	oak	leaf	cluster	(more	details,	below).	#5.	Army	Commendation	Ribbon	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	includes	a	service	ribbon.	In	fact,	the	ribbon	presided	the	medallion	as	the	original	recognition	of
the	accolade.	The	Army	ARCOM	ribbon	is	myrtle	green	and	flanked	by	white.	Meanwhile,	in	the	center	of	the	ribbon,	there	are	5	thin	white	stripes	spaced	equally	apart.	All	in	all,	there	are	12	stripes	within	the	1	3/8″	service	ribbon.	Today,	the	service	ribbon	often	replaces	the	Commendation	Medal	when	it’s	inappropriate	to	wear	it	directly	on	the
uniform.	Service	members	that	earn	the	decoration	are	authorized	to	dawn	on	the	ribbon	rack	(more	instructions,	below).	The	Army	ARCOM	ribbon	is	adorned	on	the	service	uniform	with	other	honors,	referred	to	as	“devices”.	The	protocol	designates	that	these	devices	are	displayed	on	the	service	ribbon.	For	this	reason,	you	may	notice	unique
decorations	such	as	“V”	or	“C”,	or	even	a	silver	oak	leaf	cluster.	Devices	that	are	commonly	associated	with	Army	ARCOM	include:	Oak	Leaf	Clusters	(Silver	&	Bronze)	“V”	Device	(for	valorous	actions	in	direct	contact	with	an	enemy)	“C”	Device	(for	meritorious	service	or	achievement	under	combat	conditions)	“R”	Device	(for	direct	and	immediate
impact	on	combat	operations	from	a	remote	location)	Often,	Army	ARCOM	serves	as	a	substitute	for	the	Bronze	Star	Medal	when	valorous	actions	occur,	but	do	not	meet	the	guidelines	necessary	for	the	Bronze	Star.	Thus,	service	members	with	this	special	distinction	receive	a	“V”	device	they	may	attach	to	the	service	ribbon.	The	same	is	true	of	the
“C”	and	“R”	devices	that	sometimes	adorn	service	uniforms.	The	“C”	device	is	a	recent	accolade	that	was	added	to	the	Armed	Forces	in	2016.	It	recognizes	those	of	meritorious	service	or	achievement	under	the	most	arduous	combat	conditions	while	the	soldier	is	exposed	to	hostile	action.	The	award	can	also	recognize	military	personnel	present	in	an
area	where	other	service	members	were	actively	engaged.	The	military	decoration	is	sometimes	referred	to	as	the	“Combat	Commendation”.	Oak	Leaf	CLusteres	The	service	branch	also	awards	Army	personnel	with	oak	leaf	clusters.	These	bronze	and	silver	devices	were	created	to	also	adjourn	a	service	ribbon.	The	bronze	version	of	the	medal
represents	1	achievement,	while	the	silver	version	represents	5	achievements.	Hence,	a	silver	oak	leaf	cluster	is	the	equivalent	of	5	oak	leaf	clusters.	Oak	leaf	clusters,	regardless	of	metal,	are	displayed	with	the	stems	pointing	toward	the	right	from	the	vantage	of	the	soldier.	Army	service	members	are	not	allowed	to	present	more	than	4	oak	leaf
clusters	on	a	single	ribbon.	The	service	ribbon	can	also	represent	a	single	achievement	in	itself	which	is	why	multiple	ribbons	are	sometimes	present	on	a	military	uniform.	#7.	Army	ARCOM	Medal	Placement	Image:	GetArchive.net	Where	do	you	place	the	Army	Commendation	Medal?	What	about	the	Army	ARCOM	service	ribbon	and	oak	leaf
clusters?	The	Army	Commendation	Medal	and	Ribbon	are	placed	on	the	same	location	of	the	service	uniform	regardless	of	which	one	is	selected.	Thus,	the	Order	of	Precedence	for	the	medallion	and/or	service	ribbon	is	27.	Army	ARCOM	is	placed	on	the	ribbon	rack	as	a	substitute	for	the	actual	medal.	It’s	between	the	position	of	the	Joint	Service
Commendation	Medal	and	before	other	Commendation	Medals.	Furthermore,	other	honors	from	the	service	branch	(like	Army	AAM)	are	displayed	below	the	Commendation	Medals.	The	subsequent	awards	of	the	same	achievement	are	further	acknowledged	with	oak	leaf	cluster(s).	Additionally,	the	service	ribbon	may	dawn	“V”,	“C”,	or	“R”	device
designations.	It’s	crucial	to	follow	these	guidelines	because	the	U.S.	Army,	like	all	military	branches,	takes	its	uniform	standards	very	seriously.	#8.	Replication	&	Fraud	The	military	demands	a	special	type	of	person.	It’s	the	rare	individual	that	is	brave	and	courageous,	as	well	as	honest	and	trustworthy.	For	this	reason,	service	uniforms	and	medals
should	be	reserved	for	military	personnel.	Sadly,	some	attempt	to	impersonate	soldiers	by	showing	up	to	events	in	uniform	with	undeserved	medals.	Fortunately,	these	shenanigans	are	illegal	thanks	to	the	Stolen	Valor	Act	of	2013.	The	federal	law	prosecutes	imposters	falsely	claiming	to	be	the	recipient	of	military	awards,	medals,	and	achievements.
Thus,	those	with	the	“intention	of	obtaining	money,	property,	or	other	tangible	benefit”	by	impersonating	a	service	member	faces	punishment,	including	fines	and/or	imprisonment.	Related	Article	–	Bronze	Star	Meaning:	7	Things	To	Know	About	This	Military	Medal	Conclusion	Army	ARCOM	is	an	important	decoration	of	military	service.	The	medal
and/or	service	ribbon	is	displayed	with	pride	on	the	ribbon	rack	of	a	uniform.	Army	ARCOM	designates	exceptional	service	with	acts	of	courage,	duty,	or	heroism.	Moreover,	the	military	recognition	is	also	awarded	to	members	of	foreign	militaries	that	assist	the	Free	World.	The	mid-level	award	is	granted	to	Army	personnel	that	fall	below	the	rank	of
O-6	(Colonel).	In	general,	the	Army	Commendation	Medal	and	Ribbon	are	awarded	by	local	commanders.	Rob	V.	is	the	founder	of	OperationMilitaryKids.org.	While	he	never	actually	served	in	the	US	Military,	he	has	a	passion	for	writing	about	military	related	topics.Born	and	raised	in	Woodbridge,	NJ,	he	graduated	from	the	New	Jersey	Institute	Of
Technology	with	an	MBA	in	eCommerce.His	hobbies	include	beach	volleyball,	target	shooting,	and	lifting.Rob	is	also	a	Commercially	rated	pilot	and	Certified	Flight	Instructor	(CFI),	with	over	1,500	hours	of	flight	time.	Affiliate	Disclosure:	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links.	If	you	click	and	purchase,	I	may	receive	a	small	commission	at	no	extra	cost
to	you.	I	only	recommend	products	I	have	personally	vetted.	Learn	more.	The	"V"	device	is	a	1/4"	device	that	is	attached	to	certain	decorations	in	the	U.S.	Armed	Forces	and	represents	heroism	or	valor	in	combat	instead	of	meritorious	service.	Such	situations	as	active	engagement	of	an	enemy	force	or	other	actions	deemed	heroic	by	the	theater
commander.	All	branches	use	the	same	V	device,	and	since	2017,	all	share	the	same	criteria	across	branches.This	device	is	in	a	3/16"	size.It	comes	in	Bronze,	Silver,	and	Gold.Medal	of	HonorIn	2011,	it	was	established	that	for	each	succeeding	act	that	would	otherwise	justify	award	of	the	Medal	of	Honor,	the	individual	receiving	the	subsequent	award
is	authorized	to	wear	an	additional	Medal	of	Honor	ribbon	and/or	a	V	device	on	the	Medal	of	Honor	suspension	ribbon.	The	V	device	is	a	1/4-inch	high	bronze	miniature	letter	V	with	serifs	that	denotes	valor.	The	Medal	of	Honor	was	the	only	decoration	authorized	the	use	of	the	V	device	to	designate	subsequent	awards	in	such	fashion.Legion	of
MeritThe	sea	services	(i.e.,	the	Navy,	Marine	Corps,	and	Coast	Guard)	may	also	authorize	the	Combat	"V"	for	wear	on	the	LOM,	while	the	Army	and	Air	Force	do	not	authorize	the	"V"	device.Distinguished	Flying	CrossThe	Army	does	not	authorize	the	"V"	Device	to	be	worn	on	the	DFC	(even	though	the	Army	awards	the	DFC	"for	single	acts	of	heroism"
or	extraordinary	achievement	while	participating	in	aerial	flight;	the	other	services	can	also	award	the	DFC	for	extraordinary	achievement).Bronze	Star	MedalThe	Bronze	Star	Medal	with	the	"V"	device	to	denote	heroism	is	the	fourth	highest	military	decoration	for	valor.	Although	a	service	member	may	be	cited	for	heroism	in	combat	and	be	awarded
more	than	one	Bronze	Star	authorizing	the	"V"	device,	only	one	"V"	may	be	worn	on	each	suspension	and	service	ribbon	of	the	medal.	Combat	"V"	â€“	In	the	Navy	and	Marine	Corps	and	Coast	Guard,	the	"V"	is	worn	to	denote	combat	heroism	or	to	recognize	individuals	who	are	"exposed	to	personal	hazard	during	direct	participation	in	combat
operationsâ€​.Air	MedalThe	United	States	Secretary	of	the	Air	Force	approved	the	"V"	Device	for	Air	Medals	awarded	for	heroism	in	combat	effective	21	Oct	2004.	This	applies	to	all	Air	Force	members	(Active	Duty,	Air	Force	Reserve,	Air	National	Guard),	retirees,	and	veterans.	The	"V"	device	is	not	authorized	for	wear	on	the	medal	for	an	earlier
date.Joint	Service	Commendation	MedalA	"V"	Device	(for	valorous	actions	in	direct	contact	with	an	enemy)	are	authorised	devices.Army	Commendation	MedalA	"V"	Device	(for	valorous	actions	in	direct	contact	with	an	enemy)	are	authorised	devices.Air	Force	Commendation	Medal"V"	device	is	for	valorous	actions	in	direct	contact	with	an	enemy	and
are	authorised	devices.	Army	Achievement	MedalA	â€œVâ€​	device	is	also	authorised.Air	Force	Achievement	MedalA	â€œVâ€​	device	is	also	authorised.Air	Force	Organizational	Excellence	Award	The	"V"	device	(discontinued	January	1,	2014)	was	authorized	to	be	worn	for	the	units	participating	in	combat	operations	and	or	direct	combat	support.	The
V	device	worn	on	Army	Commendation	Medal	and	other	awards,	stands	for	'valor.'	Joining	the	V	are	two	new	devices:	the	'C'	and	'R'	devices,	where	C	denotes	'combat'	and	the	R	means	'remote.'	Both	are	described	fully	in	Military	Personnel	Message	17-095,	titled	'Implementation	of	Department	of	Defense	Guidance	for	the	Newly	Established	'C'	and
'R'	Devices'.	The	combat	C	device	is	earned	'through	service	or	achievement	under	combat	conditions.'	The	intent	of	the	C	device	is	to	distinguish	a	particular	award	as	having	been	earned	in	combat.	The	remote	R	device	is	rated	when	'a	Soldier	remotely,	but	directly,	contributed	to	a	combat	operation.'	For	more	details,	see	this	Military.com	news
article.	For	more	on	military	medals	and	decorations,	see	this	Military.com	section.	Related	Topics:	Army	Awards	\t\tArmy	Commendation	Medal\t\t\t	*SPECIAL	NOTE:	This	list	of	ARCOM	with	`V`	device	recipients	should	not	be	considered	complete.	This	is	an	ongoing	project	and	we	welcome	information	on	additional	Distinguished	Service	Cross,
Silver	Star,	Distinguished	Flying	Cross,	Soldier’s	Medal,	Bronze	Star	with	`V`	device,	ARCOM	with	`V`	device,	and	Air	Medal	with	`V`	device	recipients.	Please	contact	us	via	email.	\t	The	Army	Commendation	Ribbon	was	established	by	War	Department	Circular	377,	18	December	1945.	This	circular	authorized	the	award	to	members	of	the	Armed
Forces	of	the	United	States	serving	in	any	capacity	with	the	Army	for	meritorious	service	rendered	after	6	December	1941,	distinguished	himself	or	herself	by	heroism,	meritorious	achievement,	or	meritorious	service.	Authority	to	award	the	Commendation	Ribbon	was	delegated	to	Major	Generals	or	commanders	of	any	command,	force	or	installation
normally	commanded	by	Major	Generals.	\t	A	Medal	Pendant	for	Commendation	Ribbon	was	announced	in	Department	of	the	Army	Circular	91	dated	20	July	1949.	DA	General	Order	10,	dated	31	March	1960,	renamed	the	Commendation	Ribbon	with	Medal	Pendant	to	the	Army	Commendation	Medal.	President	Kennedy,	in	a	memorandum	to	the
Secretary	of	Defense,	dated	1	June	1962,	authorized	the	award	of	the	Army	Commendation	Medal	to	members	of	the	Armed	Forces	of	friendly	foreign	nations	who,	after	1	June	1962,	distinguished	themselves	by	an	act	of	heroic,	extraordinary	achievement,	or	meritorious	service	which	has	been	of	mutual	benefit	to	a	friendly	nation	and	the	United
States.	\t	The	ARCOM	may	be	awarded	for	combat	related	service	or	achievement	after	29	February	1964.	Awards	of	the	ARCOM	may	be	made	for	acts	of	valor	performed	under	circumstances	described	above	which	are	of	lesser	degree	than	required	for	award	of	the	Bronze	Star	Medal	(BSM).	These	acts	may	involve	aerial	flight.	The	ARCOM	may	be
awarded	for	acts	of	noncombatant-related	heroism	which	do	not	meet	the	requirements	for	an	award	of	the	Soldier’s	Medal	(SM)	or	for	acts	of	aerial	flight	which	do	not	meet	the	requirements	for	award	of	the	Air	Medal	(AM).	The	ARCOM	will	not	be	awarded	to	general	officers.	\t\t	The	"V"	device	is	a	bronze	block	letter,	V,	1/4-inch	high	with	serifs	at
the	top	of	either	side	of	the	V.	It	is	worn	to	denote	participation	in	acts	of	heroism	involving	conflict	with	an	armed	enemy.	It	was	originally	worn	only	on	the	suspension	and	service	ribbons	of	the	BSM	to	denote	an	award	made	for	heroism	(valor).	Effective	29	February	1964,	the	"V"	device	was	also	authorized	for	wear	on	the	AM	and	ARCOM	for
heroic	acts	or	valorous	deeds	not	warranting	awards	of	the	Distinguished	Flying	Cross	(DFC)	or	the	BSM	with	"V"	device.	Effective	25	June	1963,	the	"V"	device	was	authorized	additionally	for	wear	on	the	Joint	Service	Commendation	Medal	when	the	award	is	for	acts	of	valor	(heroism)	during	participation	in	combat	operations.	In	the	case	of	multiple
`V`	devices	for	the	same	award,	only	one	"V"	device	is	worn	on	the	service	ribbon.	\t
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