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Truth be told, you dont have to be able to read music to play the piano. But if you want to become a complete musician and really understand music, learning piano sheet music is a must. Standard notation is the main language of music, and becoming familiar with it will ultimately bring your piano skills to another level. So today well show you how to
read piano sheet music in a quick and easy way. By the end of the article, youll realize that reading piano sheet music isnt as difficult as it looks. Piano sheet music has a reputation for being hard to learn. And many online piano programs and apps dont teach in-depth music theory (or they dont teach it at all.) And we believe thats a problem. Learning
how to read piano notes is an integral part of every piano schools curriculum. Familiarizing yourself with standard notation is the best way to learn how music works, and every piano teacher knows that. Piano sheet music will introduce you to notes, rhythm, dynamics, expression, and other elements necessary for playing the piano. You can also think
of piano sheet music as a medium to communicate. If someone writes down a piece of music, if you have sight reading skills, youll be able to play it on the piano. Using notation is as old as music itself, and people have been writing music since weve been able to write at all. The earliest fragment of musical notation is found on a 4,000-year-old
Sumerian clay tablet. Musical notation has been through many changes and innovations over the centuries, and the sheet music form we know today was created by Catholic monks with the aim to standardize church music. As you can see, learning piano sheet music is like getting to know a piece of history. Its sort of like learning a new language.
From that perspective, anyone can do it, but the learning process can also be challenging. Honestly, getting comfortable with reading notes takes time. Youll need a lot of practice before you can read notes effortlessly. But that doesnt mean you shouldnt do it. On the contrary learning how to read sheet music will help you in so many ways.
Understanding piano sheet music is crucial for understanding how to play a certain musical piece. Symbols in musical notation indicate the pitches, rhythms, or chords, and they will tell you everything you need to know to play something as its supposed to be played. So, piano players use sheet music to play any song they want. Sight reading skills
the ability to read a piece of music for the first time and play as you go are extremely useful. Whether youre playing the piano or any other instrument, sight reading will allow you to play any song you want as long as you find the sheet music you need. Of course, gaining sight reading skills takes time. Even when you memorize all the symbols and
markings, you wont be able to read sheet music smoothly. But the more you practice, the easier it gets. And eventually, youll be able to read notes just like youre reading this article. But how are you supposed to gain those skills? Is it really as hard as some people say? Piano sheet music might look confusing at first. But it will all make sense once you
learn what each musical symbol represents. Before moving on to the most important parts of sheet music, let us remind you of the piano notation. Starting with C, the musical alphabet has 7 letters: C, D, E, F, G, A, and B. And thats the order in youll see them on the piano. The black keys you see on your keyboard are half-steps: sharps and flats. Well
explain this in a bit. Youll recognize a piece of piano sheet music by its grand staff. The grand staff consists of two staves, treble and bass clef, joined together with a bracket. So, the piano grand staff basically has two parts, and each part contains five horizontal lines. The top part is meant to be played with the right hand, and the bottom staff is for
the left hand. The symbol you see at the beginning of the top staff is called treble clef. The treble clef is the most used clef in Western music notation, and it notates the higher registers of music. Its typically played with the right hand. The treble clef circles the G note, and thats why its also known as the G-clef. The bass clef is also known as the F-
clef. So as you might assume, it goes around the F line on the staff. The bass clef is typically used for instruments that have a lower pitch range, such as the cello, bass guitar, and trombone. And in piano playing, its usually played with the left hand. Each staff consists of five lines with spaces between them. And thats where the notes are located. So, a
note can sit on a line or on a space. And you know which note to play depending on the space or line its positioned on. Also, the height of the note is related to its pitch. The higher the line (or space), the higher the pitch. If youre supposed to play a note above or below the staff, it will be written on the ledger line. A ledger line is slightly longer than
the note head and its drawn parallel to the staff. Youre already familiar with the musical alphabet. Now, lets see how to identify these notes in sheet music. Lets focus on the treble clef and the top staff first. The position of the middle C note in staff notation is actually easy to memorize. Its a note on the ledger line below the first horizontal line. So its
a note that looks like a note with a hat. If you dont know how to find the middle C on the keyboard, just find the two black keys in the middle of the piano and press the white key on their left. The rest of the notes in the treble clef go in the order we mentioned before: D, E, F, G, A, B, and C again. So if you only take a look at the notes in the spaces,
youll get the word FACE and this is a great way to memorize them. And if you want to memorize the notes on the lines, you can use Every Good Boy Does Fine or Every Girl Boss Does Fine acronyms. When you put all of that together, the piano notes look like this: At first glance, all of these notes might seem intimidating, but if you try to play them on
the piano everything will make more sense. You can also help yourself by memorizing the position of one note (G note, for example), and then counting the notes in relation to this note. So, if you know where the G note is, you immediately know that a step up from G is A. Furthermore, each note consists of the note head, the stem, and the flag. All
music notes have a note head which can be empty or filled (black), and some of them have stems and flags. Stem is a thin line that extends from the note head, and a flag is a curvy mark to the right of the note stem. Stems and flags will help you determine how long youre supposed to play that note. But well come back to this in a moment. You might
also spot markings placed immediately to the left of (or above) a note. These signs are called accidentals. Accidentals are very common in piano sheet music, and they can tell you to play a different note from the original. In other words, they indicate that the note must be changed in pitch. When you see a sharp (), you need to raise a note by one half-
step. A flat () tells you to lower a note down by one half-step. And a natural () represents the unaltered pitch of a note. So a natural cancels all previous accidentals and tells you not to sharp or flat a note. On a piano keyboard, all of the black keys can be notated as sharps or flats. However, any note can be sharp or flat, even the white keys. For
example, note F can also be notated as E-sharp. In piano sheet music, youll also notice the same signs as the accidentals at the beginning of the staff. These signs are called key signatures, and theyre normally positioned between the staff and the time signature. The key signature highlights if there are any sharps or flats, and therefore indicates the
key of a musical piece. Another thing you need to learn to read music is the length of each note. And you can find out how long the note is going to last based on how it looks. An empty note without a straight stem has 4 beats. And if were talking about a 4/4 time signature, this note will last 4 beats. Therefore, this is also called the whole note. Besides
whole notes, there are half notes, quarter notes, and eighth notes. To truly understand how rhythm in piano music works, you also need to be familiar with time signatures. A time signature determines the rhythm of the song, and it consists of two numbers. The upper number tells you how many beats there are per measure, and the bottom number
tells you what note value takes one beat. The most common time signature in music is 4/4. This means that each measure consists of four quarter-note beats. In this case, youll have to count out 1, 2, 3, 4, 1, 2, 3, 4, 1, and so on. So, a time signature also determines the way you count. The beauty of sheet music is that it doesnt only tell you what to play
it also tells you how to play it. For instance, there are markings on sheet music that will tell you whether you need to play something loud or soft. This is what pianists refer to as dynamics. Some of the other common dynamic markings youll come across include: Forte (f) loud Piano (p) soft Mezzo forte (mf) moderately loud Mezzo piano (mp)
moderately soft Fortissimo (ff) very loud Pianissimo (pp) very soft Crescendo gradually gets louder Decrescendo gradually get softer Other common symbols on piano sheet music refer to expression. For example, the word legato indicates that you need to play something lightly. Staccato (marked with a dot) tells you to play the note very short and
sharp. Phrasing means you need to play the notes connected. There are also words that tell piano players how to play the whole piece. These words can indicate the atmosphere of the song, and they are mainly executed by adjusting the tempo. Most of the words used in music theory are derived from Italian, German, and French. So, an Italian piano
student will know what the previous markings mean right away. And if youre not familiar with the language, you can simply learn these words one at a time. During your piano learning process, youll probably encounter some of the following terms for expression: Largo: play slowly and broadly Allegro: play fast Moderato: play at a moderate speed
Presto: play very fast Andante: play at a walking pace Lento: play slowly Vivace: play at a lively and fast pace As you can see, you need to memorize many symbols, markings, and terms if you want to be able to read music. So is learning to read standard music notation worth the effort? Well, as weve already mentioned, standard notation is the main
and universal language of music. And although it might seem challenging at first, learning sheet music will actually make things easier for you. Besides being able to understand the structure of the musical piece, once you develop your sight-reading skills, youll be able to play any song you want with ease. Finally, every professional pianist is familiar
with standard notation. So if you want to become a skilled piano player, learning how to read notes is simply inevitable. But learning how to read notes doesnt have to be difficult or tedious. Many online piano lessons and courses teach notes in an interesting and engaging way. But even if youre learning notes by yourself, there are ways to make the
process easier and more effective. For instance, you could break it down into smaller chunks. For example, you can start by reading and playing single notes before moving on to chords. Practicing scales is a great way to learn notes. Just make sure you look at the sheet music while playing them, even after you memorize them. Also, try to explore
different rhythms and tempos. This will help you become familiar with note lengths and develop a feel for rhythm. Finally, dont forget to count. In the beginning, we strongly suggest you count out loud this will help you keep time and you wont get lost in sheet music. Tools such as metronomes can also be very helpful here. Now, lets quickly
summarize our tips for reading piano sheet music: tackle the basics first break it into smaller chunks practice scales count out loud use a metronome play a variety of rhythms Luckily, the piano is one of the most popular instruments to learn. And thats why there are so many options for buying sheet music. First of all, you can visit a local music store
or a library to check if they have the sheet music or sheet music book youre interested in. But the easiest way to get sheet music is to buy it or download it online. IMSLP, also known as Petrucci Music Library, provides a huge library of sheet music and scores Music Notes is a good place to purchase piano sheet music online 8notes offers free sheet
music for piano and covers a variety of genres (jazz piano, film music for piano, classical music, etc.) If you need some inspiration for picking a good song to play, check out our list of easy piano songs for beginners. Learning how to read piano sheet music might be challenging, but we promise it will be worth it in the end. And its actually not as
complicated as it looks. You just need to become familiar with the parts of sheet music and, of course, practice. Sight reading is a valuable skill, but it will ultimately help you become a better musician and learn how to play piano better. A lot of people think that they're bad at reading sheet music come up but the truth is That they haven't really
learned all of the basics. You may wonder, why is it so hard to read sheet music? and feel like that you should have learned how to read sheet music by now and so we think that reading music should be second nature, like reading words has become. Even if you learned how to read sheet music as a kid, or you haven't learned it at all yet, you need to
go over the basics and you can't just expect yourself to know how to read music automatically. One of the reasons that we wonder why is it so hard to read sheet music? is that reading music is less like reading words and more like mapping. In fact, sheet music is just a graph. Knowing how to read sheet music gives us time duration, pitch movement
through vertical orientation, and expressive variances in sound. A single note in sheet music can tell you where the note is on your instrument, how high or low it is, how long to hold it for, whether it's short or long smooth or separated, louder quiet, sweet or aggressive.Compare all of the information embedded in reading sheet music to reading
words in the English language. One letter tells you what sound to make in the context of that word, and that's pretty much it. All of this to say, is reading piano sheet music hard? Its complicated, anyway. Give yourself grace when it comes to reading sheet music because you're reading a complex graphing system that's entirely different from the way
that you read in other contexts.If youre still wondering how do we read music?, read on to learn some tips and tricks to learn how do you read piano sheet music for beginners and experienced piano players alike. Youll learn some tricks and tips for what is the easiest way to learn to read sheet music. Well demistify how to read treble clef and how to
read bass clef, learn how to strengthen your music reading skills and what is the fastest way to learn how to read music.Continue reading to learn all of the basics for how to read sheet music or download this handy guide to decoding all of the musical symbols. The Music Matrix is basically a clif notes for piano and musical glossary all rolled into one.
Learn how to read music now! Before we get started learning how do beginners read music notes, you need to know the music alphabet. What are the 7 musical notes in the music alphabet? A-B-C-D-E-F-G! There are really more notes in sheet music, because on the piano there are black keys in-between the white keys of the piano. What are the 12
basic music notes? You really dont need to know them all if you want to know how do you read sheet music easy, but the notes in between the musical alphabet are the sharps and flats.What is the easiest way to identify notes when Im reading sheet music? Were going to understand that music is a graph, but not any old graph with an x-axis and y-
axis! This graph has a moveable system. Really, reading sheet music is a lot like reading a map. If we were reading information off of just a graph it doesn't matter which point is which for starting. Generally a graph marks a zero-point or similar starting point. In the case of sheet music, we need to have reference and know what pitch we're starting
with. When we're reading music, you're going to look for the clef on the far left side of the music staff (aka our graph- the 5 lines) And the music staff will actually point to the note that you can use as reference. What do the clefs mean in music? Every music staff in western music, whether it's bass clef, treble clef, or something else, is going to have 5
lines and 4 spaces. Our longitude and latitude, if you will, is given to us by the clef at the front. These clefs are a movable system. That means that they are not the same- while they both use the same graphic or mapping system. The treble clef symbol points to where G is on the music staff, because the treble clef symbol is an old style of the letter G.
Youll notice the spiral wraps around the second line from the bottom- in treble clef, thats the note G. The bass clef is an old style of the letter F, so the two dots point to where the note F is in bass clef. Notice that when reading treble clef and bass clef, the notes are in different places. I know that makes learning how to read piano sheet music very
hard at first, but youll get the hang of it if you follow these steps! If you use your imagination you can recognize those letters and use them so that you always know which clef you're in and where at least one note is because it's written right on staff! What is viola clef, or how to read C clef? The viola clef has two Cs stacked on top of one another, and
they point to C in the center line! But you wont need to know how to read viola clef in order to play well, anything but viola!Gut check- feeling overwhelmed? Its a lot of information! Im spelling out the fundamentals of how to read sheet music and the reason behind it for the curious folks, but if youre just trying to learn how to read sheet music easy,
read on. There are some easy tricks to remember how to read treble clef notes and how to read bass clef notes.Okay, okay, but how do you actually read sheet music? Its about more than just knowing the starting note in each clef. We'll know what note to play and how far to move based on which line or space of the music staff that the note appears
on. The notes move through the musical alphabet up the lines and space. If C is on a line, then D is on the next space up, and E is on the next line up. This goes the same for going down the music staff, if C is on a line, then B is on a space and A is on a line.NOTE: just because C is on a line in one place in the music does not mean that C will always be
on a line! Read on to KEY NOTES for more help knowing what is the easiest way to identify notes when Im reading sheet music. You'll read the notes in the order that they appear from left to right. Well know the rhythmic value or how long you'll hold each note as indicated by the shape of the note. Learn more by jumping down to read about
RHYTHMIC VALUES.This is the secret to reading sheet music! How do you read sheet music easy? Especially when learning how to read sheet music beginner: Use key notes to find your way.Key notes vs. mnemonic devicesWhat is the easiest way to learn to read sheet music? Using key notes to navigate the music staff! Using key notes is the trick to
reading sheet music easily before you've internalized all of the notes. How hard is it to read music? Its only as hard as remembering these these 5 notes!Remembering every single note is really challenging when you're starting out, so give yourself a few landmarks to hold on to and look out for and use to find your way through the music. This same
principle is the reason that mnemonic devices are so popular in music. You know, the old school every good boy does fine? (Keep reading for BETTER mnemonic devices) This system for using key notes simplifies the process for how do you read piano sheet music for beginners even more.As you play piano more and more, you will start to remember
more notes. If you are wondering can I teach myself to read music, don't try to force yourself to memorize every single notes. Can you teach yourself to read sheet music? Yes, but to know what is the easiest way to learn to read sheet music, you want to memorize the 5 key notes and navigate through the music with those. HOT TAKE: When youre
learning how to read sheet music, its more important to know how to figure out each note than it is to memorize the notes.Using key notes to know how to read sheet music EASYBecause so much of our music centers around C (more on that later), I like to remember where the Cs are on the music. Also, middle C looks so different from the other notes
on the staff so it is easier to remember and stands out.Middle C is on a ledger line and at the beginning of your playing will probably be the only note you see on a ledger line.The other Cs are two spaces from the outside- treble clef the high C is two spaces from the top, and in bass clef the low C is two spaces from the bottom.Add in the clef notes, G
and F, and you have a reference point for every five lines. FINDING YOUR OWN KEY NOTES (challenge: draw it out. Yes! grab a scrap of paper and draw it out! post it on IG stories and tag me) You may find that you have your own notes that pop out to you- use these as your own key notes as well. I have often used the top or bottom line or space as a
keynote because it's an easy one to find and I can figure out what notes are near it.Challenge: DRAW OUT A KEYNOTE GUIDE AND STICK IT NEAR YOUR MUSIC! Add your own keynotes! Tag me on IG with your key notes system, Id love to see what works for you!On USING Your Key NotesThe trick to using keynotes is that when you see a note you
don't recognize, you spell your way to that note. If I know that the top space is G in bass clef and I'm trying to figure out the 2nd space, I'm gonna go backwards to my alphabet GFE and figure out that That space is E. The more reference notes you recognize the less of this spelling you will have to do because you'll be closer to the note you're trying to
identify. This keynote strategy also means that gradually you will remember more and more notes and eventually you'll realize that you know all of the notes or are only spelling to find 1 or 2, and that most of them have been identified as keynotes. RANDOM QUESTION: Why does music start with C instead of A???Beyond mnemonic devices (but some
of those too)I prefer using keynotes over mnemonic devices, although they are essentially the same idea. Using this keynote approach feels a little more intuitive to me and means that we don't have to remember quite as many notes. Sometimes the mnemonic devices feel a little clunky and that we have to remember the phrase, talk through it, and
then confirm whether it's that note or one nearby. Mnemonic devices are the same as keynotes except that we have to remember the phrase and saying before we can remember the note itself. Obviously, as we use it over and over again you will start to remember all of the notes of your pneumonic device, or at least the most common ones that you've
encountered.Here are the mnemonic devices I share with students as they're learning How to read sheet music.OLD SCHOOLYou probably remember these mnemonic devices from your music classes back in the dayTreble Clef:Every Good Bunny Deserves Fudge Lines from the bottom to the topFACE in the space Spaces from the bottom to the
topBass Clef:All Cows Eat Grass Spaces from the bottom to the topBetter mnemonic devices:Lets bring these sayings into the twenty-first century.Treble Clef:Elderly Gandolf Badgered Dizzy Frodo Lines from the bottom to the topBass Clef:Good Burritos Dont Fall Apart Lines from the bottom to the topDIY mnemonic devices:The BEST mnemonic
devices will always be ones that are simple and MEMORABLE. Try making your own using your own name, the name of a pet, or your hometown. Drawing a blank? Try using a mnemonic device generator like this one.Here are a few I generated just for this occasion: Earnest Gnomes Bested Dragons Fatally Eager Ghosts Bestow Dark Fears Elegant
Grandmothers Betray Dracula Ferociously Your turn! Lets pause and check-in before moving on. Is reading piano sheet music hard? It can be! Is reading sheet music a skill? Yes, it is, one that takes a little bit of strategy and some intentional practice. Learning music is a very similar process to learning a language in that we are not only learning to
read and write but also to speak and to listen in this language. And you wouldn't expect to learn how to read a new language in a day.This page is here for you as a reference always to review the things that you've forgotten, but don't expect to read through this and be able to instantly know how to read music. How long does it take to learn to read
music? You can learn the basics in your first month of learning an instrument. How long does it take to get good at reading sheet music? It may take you at least 3-6 to start to get comfortable reading notes, or a year or two to feel fluent.I don't want you to read all of the elements right now and feel completely overwhelmed with what reading sheet
music is. If what you needed was to identify the notes to find your way through this may be a good place to pause and circle back to this page later on.If you want to download a definitive guide she will refer back to help you learn how to read sheet music, then you can click the button below to download a copy of my music matrix. I also teach private
piano lessons for adults at all levels both, and if you'd like to schedule a consultation you can do so here. Read on to learn more about rhythms and expressive elements when reading sheet music, or scroll to the bottom for the frequently asked questions about how to read piano sheet music.The Rhythm Pyramid What skills do you need to read music?
Well, you need to know What are the 7 musical notes? A-B-C-D-E-F-G What is the easiest way to identify notes? Key notes! What the treble clef and bass clef mean in reading music. G clef & F clef! How do you tell how long to hold each note when reading music? Buckle upThats where the rhythm pyramid comes in!I would say that learning how to
read music notes on the staff is the first half of the graphing system that is learning how to read sheet music. What's funny is that graphs normally only map one set of data points, but in music our graph is not only showing us the location of notes and the relationship between them, but it is also showing us the duration of notes. This would be like if
each point on the graph was a different shape and that meant something different. When you're reading sheet music, you're not only going to notice which line or space your note is on, but the shape of the note which indicates its rhythmic value.Heres a rhythm pyramid. The final element of our graphic system that makes reading sheet music more
complicated than standard graphs is that our notes can also have expressive details attached to them. A dot next to a note indicates rhythmic value, but a dot below the note indicates expressive value. Individual notes and groups of notes can be marked with different expressive cues this show us in which style to play that individual note or phrase.To
learn all of the expressive details of music notation and what all of the symbols mean, download this free copy of the Music Matrix for a complete music glossary and clif notes for how to read music. What is the fastest way to learn sheet music for piano?There are a few essential things to do to learn quickly and make it stick: make it fun and make it
easy. Thats honestly my philosophy to teaching piano lessons.What is the fastest way to learn sheet music for piano? Have an easy routine of sight-reading and theory practice. This can look like a reliable sight-reading book and theory worksheet, or using an app to learn quickly.A lot of people start piano lessons with me and tell me that they're bad at
reading music. They wonder why is it so hard to read sheet music? As we go through all of these elements gradually through lessons they realize that they may have never learned all of these details at all period. Of course so many people feel like they're bad at reading music when they never learned all of the elements of reading music. The other
thing to know about reading music is that is reading sheet music a skill? Yes. And what skills do you need to read music? You need the fundamentals of reading sheet music and then need to practice reading, over and over again! Have you watched a kiddo learning to read? They practice reading and writing individual letters over and over, and spend
years sounding out words slowly. Thats how reading music may feel for you at first! There are intentional ways to practice the skill of reading music and getting better at. Here are methods that I introduce to my students.The secret of Sight-readingSight reading is sneaky and magical, and can be applied in daily practice or through guided practice
during lessons with a teacher. A regular practice of intentional sight-reading can gameify your learning, make it fun and playful and sneak in growth without you feeling like youre working hard. It can even be catered to create left-hand challenges or to focus in on a certain style of playing. Rules to Gameify Sight-ReadingScan for trouble Part of the
merit of sight reading is forcing you to silently look through the music and find the things that normally challenge you before you encounter them. If you always forget the notes that are on spaces, you can go through and think through the names of the spaces and even visualize where they are on the piano. That silent practice is more powerful than
playing through this passage 10 times.Visualize & Audiate In this context were talking about site reading for the application of recognizing notes in the music. But sight-reading music also helps us to become more fluid and natural piano players, and to find our hands on the keys quicker and easier. When we are focusing in on these aspects of playing
piano, visualizing yourself playing the music in a secondary form of silent practice will expedite your learning and increase your chances of playing through your site reading correctly the 1st time.No re-dos The SECRET to successful sight-reading practice is this: NO REDOS!!! That's why so many people prefer to do site reading at the beginning of
their piano lessons with the teacher as a witness, instead of on their own. Often when we try to do it on our own we will go back and "fix That's why so many people prefer to do sight-reading at the beginning of their piano lessons with the teacher as a witness, instead of on their own. Often when we try to do it on our own we will go back and "fix and"
our mistake instead of pushing through and challenging ourselves to do it as well as we can the 1st time and not go back at all. If you're going to Play it again, find a way to challenge yourself outside of just playing it again to try to do better. For example a lot of people will tell me when the hands are in unison that they are only reading the treble clef,
so go back and do left hand only reading the base club throughout. Otherwise, absolutely no re-dos! The pressure to get it right the 1st time is what helps us focus and sharpen our note-reading skills.My favorite sight-reading tools for you are the Progressive Sight-Reading Exercises: Piano Technique book by Hannah Smith or the Sight Reading
Factory app. Both reach a variety of difficulty levels from absolute beginner to experience player, and allow a lot of customization options. Give music theory a chancel know music theory sounds boring, but many of my students and most of my contemporaries in the music industry agree that theres something about writing it out that really helps
solidify connections when youre learning about music. A great way to practice recognizing the notes on the staff is to do some work away from the piano literally connecting the dots. Obviously you can do your theory work at the piano, but I find that taking this practice away just shifts the way we think about music in our brain and takes a little
pressure off of you to not only identify the note but to find it on the keyboard. It's like doing some practice on Duolingo passively while you are taking a Spanish class. Some ways to do this are with a theory book where you are working through page by page and practicing I didn't find different notes and skills. You can use theory practice like this as a
warm up to get your brain thinking about music notes. Honestly flashcards are a great way to do this too, or the modern day flashcards: an app. Writing practice will help you sharpen your reading skills and vice versa.My favorite theory practice tools: Practical Theory book by Sandy Feldstein, Musical UnoReady to learn how to read sheet music on
your own? Download the music matrix to get started, or schedule your first piano lesson free. Ill write more on this in the future, and you can learn about key signatures and the circle of fifths in the best piano scales book, but there is a little trick for figuring out the key signature whether it has flats or sharps. How do pianists memorize keys? For
flats, the second from the right is the name of the key, (If the key signature has a B-flat and an E-flat, the key signature is B-flat major) and the last sharp added for sharp key signatures is the 7th pitch- so if there is an F-sharp, then it is in the key of G major. A lot of people have trouble reading sheet music. They wonder, Why cant I read music? And
there might be a very good reason! While most people are able to pick up reading sheet music in a similar, gradual manner like reading text, some people wonder is there dyslexia for sheet music? There is in fact a type of cognitive experience called dysgraphia, that can feel like dyslexia. Dysgraphia may affect your ability to track shapes across lines.
If you think you may be dealing with a form of dysgraphia, you may like using highlighters, colored pencils, or even a personal system of shape notes and letter annotations to help you decode the music quickly. Other cognitive and visual factors that may make reading sheet music difficult include near and far sighted vision- did you know that there
are piano glasses?! What are piano glasses? They are a type of glasses that have a middle plain of vision, in-between of bi-focal type lenses. Stigmatism can also affect your ability to track vertical movement across the horizontal lines. There are also glasses that can correct these stigmatism. If some of these elements sound familiar, you may have
figured out the answer for Why is it so hard to read sheet music sometimes? How long does it take to learn to read music? You can learn to how to read sheet music in one clef at a time in a few weeks, but regular practice will be needed to make it feel automatic, like second nature. How long does it take to learn to read sheet music? Youll probably
want at least 3-6 months, or maybe even up to 2 years to feel fluent at reading piano sheet music. Many people realize that the answer to What is the fastest way to learn sheet music for piano? is to bypass reading the notes and figure out how can I memorize music. Thats why adding in sight-reading practice or theory review is essential to learning
how to read sheet music fast. Can you play piano without knowing how do you read sheet music? Yes, absolutely! DO all musicians know how do you read music? No, in fact many musicians may think that what is the hardest thing to learn on piano is reading sheet music. Many of the best musicians decided that is it better to memorize sheet music? It
is for them. Often musicians develop strong ability to learn music aurally instead of learning how to read sheet music. Even if you can play music exceedingly well without music, I promise that learning how to read sheet music can be worthwhile! The sheet music can provide a quick visual map to help you play in sync with other musicians quickly and
easily. So if youre thinking about learning, this is an invitation to try it out! Kelsey Georgesen First, lets take a look at why youre here. If reading music is completely new to you, great! Youre starting at the right place. But if youve been playing for a time and have major sight-reading issues, here are likely some of the reasons why:1. You never had a
teacher.This one is pretty self-explanatory. If you never had a teacher, chances are you have not been exposed to a structured way of learning how to read and play music. Getting weekly insight from a professional in a private lesson setting cannot be compared to trying to teach yourself.2. Your teacher never taught you how to sight-read.If you have
had a teacher, this is likely the number one reason why you never learned to properly sight-read. Even if you were taught a little bit of sight-reading, it was probably very minimal and usually only for the purpose of passing an annual exam.3. Your practice time mostly consists of repetition instead of playing new music.Repetition leads to
memorization. This is great when you are preparing for a performance, but not when youre trying to learn how to sight-read better. If its been three years and youre only playing the same three songs youve ever played, youre probably not working on any sight-reading at all.4. Sight-reading is unintentionally and unknowingly disguised as reading
music.If you ask any piano student if they know how to read music, the answer is usually yes (unless they are learning with the play-by-ear method). But there often comes a time when the student gets frustrated at the amount of time it takes to learn a new piece of music and they realize somethings wrong. As if thats not bad enough, students get
frustrated at the number of mistakes they make and how little they can accomplish with a new piece of music without the teacher being by their side. This is precisely because there is a difference between reading music and sight-reading. You can know how to read music without knowing how to sight-read.Music is like a language. You might know
how to say some words or phrases in another language, but not actually know how to speak that language.Reading music is like only knowing the letters of an alphabet. If you only know the letters, it will take you a significant amount of time to try and read new words, sentences and paragraphs, let alone a full page. Sure, you can read in the new
language, but it takes a long time and you might not even understand what youre reading. Youll need a language teacher to help you greatly throughout this process. Youll also need to go through the page over and over until youre able to read it fluently. Memorization becomes necessary.Sight-reading is like being able to read the whole page in one
try. Memorization is not necessary because you understand the language. You know the letters and the sounds they create very, very well, so youre able to read and form any and every new word on the page without having to go over it more than once.Now, lets look at what you can do to advance your sight-reading level.1. A simple option is to find a
teacher who teaches sight-reading. These teachers are unfortunately quite rare, but theyre out there so make sure you ask your questions and communicate your sight-reading goals clearly before hiring. There are many places you can find great instructors including Thumbtack, Yelp, Google, and Yellow Pages.2. Learn how to practice actual sight-
readingnot just learning two measures at a time by reading the music over and over. Use these steps:o Find EASY music. Dont skim over this point. If the music youre reading is too difficult for you, you are setting yourself up for rhythmic difficulties and frequent stops. Choose music thats very easy for you to read at first, so that you can practice
these principles. Once you learn these principles and start to see improvement, you can then move on to a slightly more difficult level. Note that each method book composer can rate level of difficulty a bit differently. For example, Michael Aarons Level 1 is quite different from John Thompsons Level 1. Make sure you actually look through the book to
make sure it suits you before purchasing and practicing.o Briefly study each piece before beginning. Notice patterns, time signatures, key signatures, hand placement, etc.o If the piece seems rhythmically challenging, tap through the piece on a surface where youd be able to hear the rhythm (table, piano bench or your thighs). Use the right hand to
tap for treble clef and the left hand for the bass clef. Make sure you keep your hand down anytime youre holding (half, dotted half, whole notes, etc.), and lift your hand up for rests.o Play slowly and count out loud if needed. Keeping steady rhythm is more important than playing correct notes. Go as slow as you need to and use the tool of counting out
loud when rhythm issues arise.o Dont stop! If you do stop, youre either playing too fast, or the piece is too difficult. Begin the piece again slower or find easier music to use.o Play each piece twice at the most, even if you made mistakes the second time. If you find you are making too many mistakes, find easier music.o Do not memorize! The only thing
you should be repeating when sight-reading is the action of turning the page to read a new piece while following these guidelines. During a good sight-reading session, you should read anywhere from 5-35 new pages of music. In other words, dont stay too long on any one page!3. Make a DAILY habit of sight-reading practice. Just like any other skill
that needs practice to improve, sight-reading must be practiced regularly. Carve out at least 5 minutes a day to work on sight-reading. Ideally, try to aim for 20-30 minutes a day. The most important thing is to actually do it everyday.Lastly,Introducing The Sight-Reading SolutionThe Sight-Reading Solution is a full-length, online course specifically
designed to teach you how to begin reading music while teaching you the most important element: how to practice reading music. All of the bullet points I mentioned above are addressed in this program continuously so that you can actually learn how to sight-read and practice with me right by your side.Having difficulty with sight-reading is an
extremely common problem, but it doesnt have to be for you anymore. Ive heard countless stories similar to mine of students playing piano for years who are still unable to sight-read the simplest music. Your dream of being able to sit down and sight-read through your favorite tunes is a possibility with proper guidance and practice. The great news is
that much of succeeding at anything has to do with following a formula as opposed to being touched by the talent fairy. Here is your formulayour golden key. Now, its only a matter of time before youre able to sight-read whatever you like.This method has helped tons of piano students learn how to sight-read music, so if you are unsatisfied with it for
any reason, just email me for a 100% refund.Take Me to The Sight-Reading SolutionLaraP.S. What would you sight-read right now if you had the ability? Comment below and Ill show you how The Sight-Reading Solution can help you get there. If youve studied a sheet of piano music, it might have felt overwhelming if you didnt recognise the different
marks.Piano notes are, in a way, their own language and for many beginners the prospect of deciphering the lines and dots can appear daunting.Thankfully, reading piano sheet music doesnt have to a challenge you cant overcome.In this article, we delve into the world of sight reading so that you start to build confidence.Can you learn piano without
knowing how to read sheet music?Put simply, no. Learning how to read piano music is a fundamental part of learning to play the piano.Its possible to learn pieces by memorising the melody and sequence of chords, but to truly master this instrument you must understand music notation.Without this knowledge, youre effectively navigating a foreign
land of the piano keyboard without a map to guide you to your destination.Should I learn the piano by ear or read sheet music?Learning to play the piano by ear can be a fun exercise for your memory and can improve your improvisation skills.However, its always recommended to combine this skill with learning sheet music to ensure a strong music
literacy.By understanding sheet music, you will be able to tackle a whole new world of music and discover some of the worlds best compositions.Can you teach yourself to read sheet music?Yes! Sheet music can be self-taught, and with so many incredible online resources and tutorials, it has never been easier.There are a number of helpful YouTube
and TikTok tutorials that walk beginners through sheet music step by step, familiarising them with the staff, notes and basic rhythms.With enough dedication and practice, anyone can learn to fluently read and understand sheet music like a second language.Is reading piano sheet music hard?Some people pick up reading sheet music almost
immediately, but others will take longer to come to terms with each note.As with any skill worth learning, piano sheet music requires time, patience and perseverance.Initially, you may feel daunted trying to learn this musical language, but with consistent practice and studying, youll soon be able to decipher every note.How do you read sheet music
for piano?When learning sheet music, its important to understand that underneath the confusing lines and marks, there are two main elements: the staff and the notes.Once you understand this, it starts to make learning simpler.The staff comprises five lines and four spaces, each of which represents a different pitch.The notes are then placed on top
of the staff, and these indicate which key is to be played and for how long.To accurately play a piece, its crucial to understand how to read piano music, including note durations, dynamics and other markings on each sheet.If you dont know where to start, there are a number of insightful YouTube tutorials, apps, and books that can help you gradually
learn to read sheet music step by step.How long does it take to read piano sheet music fluently?Everyones musical journey is different, and the time it takes to become proficient in reading sheet music will vary from person to person.Your past experience with musical instruments, and availability to practice, are just two the factors that affect the time
it takes to understand each note.However, with regular practice and a structured approach to learning that starts with the basics and gradually introduces new elements, you can expect to see significant progress in a matter of months.Is it too late to learn sheet music?Certainly not; we believe it is never too late to learn sheet music and improve your
piano playing.Learning a new skill, particularly musical skills, comes with a whole host of mental and physical benefits at all stages of life. We encourage anyone interested in music to embrace the challenge of learning how to read sheet music.Its incredibly rewarding, and as long as you stay committed to a strong practice regime, you will see your
skills improve over time.Start your learning todayWhile learning how to read piano notes may seem impossible at first, its a skill worth learning to truly progress with playing the piano.If, as part of your musical journey, youre interested in upgrading your piano or buying your first new piano, we encourage you to browse our diverse selection of new
pianos, available in various finishes and sizes to suit all budgets. Have you ever heard a song on the radio and thought, Hey, itd be really cool to know how to play that, I wonder what the music notes are? Do you have friends who play musical instruments, and you want to join in on the fun? Do you want to expand your general artistic knowledge?
Well, learning the basics of how to read sheet music can help you achieve all of these, and in a shorter amount of time than you might think! At its very simplest, music is a language just like youd read aloud from a book. The symbols you see on pages of sheet music have been used for hundreds of years. They represent the pitch, speed, and rhythm of
the song they convey, as well as expression and techniques used by a musician to play the piece. Think of the notes as the letters, the measures as the words, the phrases as the sentences, and so on. Learning how to read music really does open up a whole new world to explore! Follow our step-by-step introduction to reading music and, with a little
practice, youll be playing along in no time. Keep reading to the end for some free tools and sheet music arrangements to help you learn. How to Read MusicStep 1: Learn the Basic Symbols of Musical NotationMusic is made up of a variety of symbols, the most basic of which are the staff, the clefs, and the notes. All music contains these fundamental
components, and to learn how to read music, you must first familiarize yourself with these basics. The StaffThe staff consists of five lines and four spaces. Each of those lines and each of those spaces represents a different letter, which in turn represents a note. Sheet music notes, represented by lines and spaces, are named A-G, and the note
sequence moves alphabetically up the staff.Treble ClefThere are two main clefs with which to familiarize yourself; the first is a treble clef. The treble clef has the ornamental letter G on the far left side. The Gs inner swoop encircles the G line on the staff. The treble clef notates the higher registers of music, so if your instrument has a higher pitch,
such as a flute, violin, or saxophone, your sheet music is written in the treble clef. Higher notes on a keyboard also are notated on the treble clef. We use common mnemonics to remember the note names for the lines and spaces of the treble clef. For lines, we remember EGBDF by the word cue Every Good Boy Does Fine. Similarly, for the spaces,
FACE is just like the word face.Bass ClefThe line between the two bass clef dots is the F line on the bass clef staff, and its also referred to as the F clef. The bass clef notates the lower registers of music, so if your instrument has a lower pitch, such as a bassoon, tuba, or cello, your sheet music is written in the bass clef. Lower notes on your keyboard
also are notated in the bass clef.A common mnemonic to remember note names for the lines of the bass clef is: GBDFA Good Boys Do Fine Always. And for the spaces: ACEG, All Cows Eat Grass.Sheet Music Symbols and Notes on a StaffNotes placed on the staff tell us which note letter to play on our instrument and how long to play it. There are three
parts of each note, the note head, the stem, and the flag.All music notes have a note head, either filled (black) or open (white). Where the note head sits on the staff (either on a line or space) determines which note you will play. Sometimes, note heads will sit above or below the five lines and four spaces of a staff. In that case, a line (known as a
ledger line) is drawn through the note, above the note or below the note head, to indicate the note letter to play, as in the B and C notes above.The note stem is a thin line that extends either up or down from the note head. The line extends from the right if pointing upward or from the left if pointing downward. The direction of the line doesnt affect
how you play the note but serves to make the notes easier to read while allowing them to fit neatly on the staff. As a rule, any notes at or above the B line on the staff have downward pointing stems, those notes below the B line have upward pointing stems.The note flag is a curvy mark to the right of the note stem. Its purpose is to tell you how long to
hold a note. Well see below how a single flag shortens the notes duration, while multiple flags can make it shorter still. Now that you know the parts to each note, well take a closer look at those filled and open note heads discussed above. Whether a note head is filled or open shows us the notes value, or how long that note should be held. Start with a
closed note head with a stem. Thats our quarter note, and it gets one beat. An open note head with a stem is a half note, and it gets two beats. An open note that looks like an o without a stem is a whole note, and it gets held for four beats.There are other ways to extend the length of a note. A dot after the note head, for example, adds another half of
that notes duration to it. So, a half note with a dot would equal a half note and a quarter note; a quarter note with a dot equals a quarter plus an eighth note. A tie may also be used to extend a note. Two notes tied together should be held as long as the value of both of those notes together, and ties are commonly used to signify held notes that cross
measures or bars.The opposite may also happen. We can shorten the amount of time a note should be held, relative to the quarter note. Faster notes are signified with either flags, like the ones discussed above, or with beams between the notes. Each flag halves the value of a note, so a single flag signifies 1/2 of a quarter note, a double flag halves
that to 1/4 of a quarter note, et cetera. Beams do the same while allowing us to read the music more clearly and keep the notation less cluttered. As you can see, theres no difference in how you count the eighth and 16th notes above. Follow along with the sheet music for Alouette to see how beams organize notes!But what happens when there isnt a
note taking up each beat? Its easy, we take a rest! A rest, just like a note, shows us how long it should be held based on its shape. See how whole and quarter rests are used in the song Here We Go Looby-Loo.Step 2: Pick Up the BeatTo play music, you need to know its meter, the beat you use when dancing, clapping, or tapping your foot along with a
song. When reading music, the meter is presented similar to a fraction, with a top number and a bottom number. We call this the songs time signature. The top number tells you how many beats are in a measure, the space between each vertical line (called a bar). The bottom number tells you the note value (the length) of each beat.In the example
above, the time signature is 4/4, meaning there are four beats per bar and that every quarter note gets one beat. Click here to listen to sheet music written in 4/4 time, and try counting along 1,2,3,4 1,2,3,4 with the beat numbers above.In the example below, the time signature is 3/4, meaning there are three beats per bar and that every quarter note
gets one beat. Click here to listen to sheet music written in 3/4 time, try counting the beats, 1,2,3 1,2,3.Lets look again at the above examples. Notice that even though the 4/4 time signature in Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star calls for four beats per bar, there arent four notes in the second bar. Thats because you have two quarter notes and one half note,
which added together equal four beats.In addition to your note values and time signature, the last piece to feeling the rhythm is knowing your tempo, defined by the beats per minute. Tempo tells you how fast or slow a piece is intended to be played, and often is shown at the top of a piece of sheet music. For example, a tempo of 60 BPM (beats per
minute) means you play 60 of the signified notes every minute or a single note every second. Likewise, a tempo of 120 doubles the speed to two notes every second. You may also see Italian words like Largo, Allegro, or Presto at the top of your sheet music, which signifies common tempos. Musicians use a tool called a metronome to help them keep
tempo while practicing a new piece. Click here to see an online metronome tool and click on the circles next to the BPM values to see how a tempo can speed up and slow down.Step 3: Play a MelodyCongratulations, youre almost on your way to reading sheet music! Next, lets look at scales. A scale is made of eight consecutive notes. For example, the
C major scale is composed of C, D, E, F, G, A, B, C. The interval between the first note of the C major scale and the last is an example of an octave. We recommend practicing the C major scale as much as possible, since knowing it makes it easier to learn the other major scales. Each of the notes of the C major scale corresponds with a white key on
your keyboard. Heres how the C major scale looks on a staff and how that corresponds to the keys on your keyboard:Notice that as the notes ascend the staff, and move to the right on your keyboard, the pitch of the notes become higher. But what about the black keys? Musically, whole tones, or whole steps between the note letters, would limit the
sounds were able to produce on our instruments. Lets consider the C major scale you just learned to play. The distance between the C and the D keys in the C scale is a whole step. However, the distance between the E and the F keys in the C scale is a half-step. Do you see the difference? The E and the F keys dont have a black key in between them,
thus theyre just a half step away from one another. Every major scale has the same pattern: whole-whole-half-whole-whole-whole-half. There are many other types of scales, each with unique sounds, like minor scales, modal scales, and more that youll come across later. For now, lets focus only on major scales and the major scale pattern. Look at the
C major scale again on the keyboard below.Semitones, or half-steps on the keyboard, allow us to write an infinite variety of sounds into music. A sharp, denoted by the symbol, means that note is a semitone (or half step) higher than the note head to its right on sheet music. Conversely, a flat, denoted by a symbol, means the note is a semitone lower
than the note head to its right. Notice on the keyboard picture and notated staff below, showing each half step between the C and the E notes, that whether you use the sharp or the flat of a note depends on whether youre moving up or down the keyboard.Theres one more symbol to learn regarding semitones, and thats the natural, denoted by a . If a
note is sharp or flat, that sharp or flat extends throughout the measure, unless theres a natural symbol. A natural cancels a sharp or flat within a measure or a song. Heres what playing C to E would look like with natural symbols.The last key to learning how to read music is understanding key signatures. As an example, the C major scale you learned
above was in the key of C. Scales are named after their tonic, the preeminent note within the scale, and the tonic determines what key you play in. You can start a major scale on any note, so long as you follow the whole-whole-half-whole-whole-whole-half pattern. Following that pattern in keys other than the key of C will require you to use sharps and
flats. Since thats the case, we place the sharps or flats for your songs key signature right before the meter, after the clef, on your sheet music. That tells you to maintain those sharps or flats throughout the music unless theres a natural symbol to override it. You will begin to recognize the key signatures of pieces based on which sharps or flats are
shown. Heres a quick glimpse at some key signatures using sharps and flats:The steps above are a great place to start as you learn to read music. To help you along on your musical journey, weve also created a few free tools to begin practicing with.First, download a free arrangement of Mary Had a Little Lamb. Just add the song to your cart and
proceed through checkout. For more variety, check out the rest of our sheet music for beginners, all of which youll be able to play using the steps above. Play popular hits like the Star Wars Theme, Let It Go from Frozen, Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen, and more. Were adding new Beginner Notes daily, so be sure to check back often and learn to play
all your favorite songs!Weve also created a helpful guide for lettering the keys on your keyboard or piano. Download your Keyboard Note Guide here to print, fold, and place on your keyboard. Once you become familiar with the keys, you can easily remove it and continue to strengthen your note-reading skills.Finally, dont forget to download the free
Musicnotes app! Enjoy instant access to all your Musicnotes sheet music files, plus tools and features created by musicians, for musicians. As you progress and learn how to read sheet music, your collection of arrangements will grow. Our app makes it easy to keep everything organized on the go. If you have any additional questions or need help
finding songs to practice, reach out to our team of experts and well be happy to help. Good luck and, most importantly, have fun! Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and maintain our services and site, improve the
quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy.
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