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George	W	Bush	Bush	was	the	43rd	president	of	the	United	States,	serving	from	2001	to	2009.	His	time	in	office	was	dominated	by	the	controversial	'war	on	terror'	that	began	with	the	terrorist	attacks	of	11	September	2001.	Bush	was	born	on	6	July	1946	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut	but	was	brought	up	in	Texas	when	his	father,	the	future	President
George	HW	Bush	(in	office	1989	-	1993),	moved	the	family	to	try	and	make	his	fortune	in	the	oil	business.	Bush	was	educated	at	Yale	University.	In	1968	he	enrolled	in	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard	as	a	pilot	and,	thus,	was	not	eligible	for	the	Vietnam	War	draft.	He	served	two	years	in	the	Combat	Crew	Training	School.	After	gaining	his	MBA	in	1975,
he	returned	to	Texas	to	work	in	the	oil	industry.	In	1978,	he	ran	unsuccessfully	for	the	House	of	Representatives.	In	1988,	Bush	worked	as	a	paid	campaign	advisor	on	his	father's	successful	presidential	bid.	Around	this	time	he	reached	an	important	turning	point	in	his	life,	pledging	to	quit	his	heavy	drinking	and	becoming	a	born-again	Christian.	By
the	late	1980s,	Bush	was	independently	wealthy	as	a	result	of	selling	his	stake	in	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	club.	In	1994,	he	ran	for	the	governorship	of	Texas	and	won.	He	was	re-elected	four	years	later.	By	2000,	he	was	the	front-runner	for	the	Republican	presidential	nomination,	announcing	social	policies	of	'compassionate	conservatism',	which
included	using	churches	and	charities	to	use	federal	funds	to	deliver	social	services	to	the	needy.	After	winning	the	nomination,	Bush	ran	against	the	Democrat	Al	Gore.	It	was	one	of	the	closest	races	in	presidential	history,	but	after	numerous	court	challenges	and	recounts	Bush	was	declared	the	winner.	He	became	only	the	second	son	to	follow	his
father	into	the	Oval	Office.	For	many	Americans,	doubts	about	Bush's	legitimacy	as	president	were	swept	away	on	11	September	2001,	when	Islamic	fundamentalists	carried	out	terrorist	attacks	on	New	York	City	and	Washington	DC,	causing	the	deaths	of	almost	3,000	people.	Bush	proclaimed	that	the	US	was	at	war	with	terrorism	and	this	became
the	defining	policy	of	his	administration.	As	part	of	his	'war	on	terror',	Bush	ordered	the	invasions	of	Afghanistan	in	2001	and	Iraq	in	2003.	Bush	was	re-elected	to	the	White	House	in	2004,	but	criticism	of	his	government's	response	to	the	Hurricane	Katrina	natural	disaster	that	devastated	New	Orleans	in	August	2005	marked	the	start	of	a	terminal
decline	in	Bush's	popularity.	By	2008,	disapproval	of	the	Bush	administration	had	increased	sharply	both	at	home	and	abroad,	largely	due	to	the	ongoing	war	in	Iraq.	Scandals	involving	abuse	of	prisoners	at	Abu	Ghraib	prison	in	Baghdad	and	the	treatment	of	terrorist	suspects	at	facilities	such	as	Camp	X-Ray	at	Guantanamo,	Cuba	had	also	done	much
to	undermine	the	United	States'	international	standing.	The	final	months	of	the	Bush	presidency	were	further	marred	by	the	US	economy	entering	recession,	the	'sub-prime'	mortage	crisis	and	subsequent	banking	crisis.	Bush's	departure	from	office	was	seen	by	many	critics	as	an	opportunity	to	restore	the	United	States'	image	around	the	world.	This
article	is	about	the	43rd	U.S.	president.	For	his	father	and	41st	U.S.	president,	see	George	H.	W.	Bush.George	W.	BushOfficial	portrait,	200343rd	President	of	the	United	StatesIn	officeJanuary	20,	2001	January	20,	2009Vice	PresidentDick	CheneyPreceded	byBill	ClintonSucceeded	byBarack	Obama46th	Governor	of	TexasIn	officeJanuary	17,	1995
December	21,	2000LieutenantBob	BullockRick	PerryPreceded	byAnn	RichardsSucceeded	byRick	PerryPersonal	detailsBornGeorge	Walker	Bush	(1946-07-06)	July	6,	1946	(age79)New	Haven,	Connecticut,	U.S.Political	partyRepublicanHeight1.81m	(5ft	11in)Spouse(s)Laura	Welch	(m.1977)ChildrenBarbaraJennaParentsGeorge	H.	W.	Bush
(father)Barbara	Pierce	(mother)RelativesSee	Bush	familyEducationYale	University	(BA)Harvard	University	(MBA)ReligionMethodismSignatureWebsiteOfficial	websitePresidential	LibraryPresidential	CenterWhite	House	ArchivesMilitary	serviceNickname(s)"Dubya""GWB"George	Bush	Jr[2][3]AllegianceUnited	StatesBranch/serviceUnited	States	Air
Force	Texas	Air	National	Guard	Alabama	Air	National	GuardYearsof	service19681974Rank	First	LieutenantUnit147th	Reconnaissance	Wing187th	Fighter	WingAwardsAir	Force	Pilot's	Badge	Outstanding	Unit	Award	National	Defense	Service	Medal	Small	Arms	Expert	Marksmanship	Ribbon[1]Bush's	VoiceBush	announcing	the	bombing	of
AfghanistanRecorded	October	7,	2001George	Walker	Bush	(born	July	6,	1946)	is	an	American	politician	and	businessman.	He	was	the	43rd	president	of	the	United	States	from	2001	to	2009.	He	is	the	son	of	former	U.S.	President	George	H.	W.	Bush	and	former	U.S.	First	Lady	Barbara	Bush.	Before	becoming	president,	he	was	the	Governor	of	Texas
from	1995	to	2000.	Bush	is	a	member	of	the	Republican	Party.[4]He	flew	warplanes	in	the	Texas	and	Alabama	Air	National	Guard.	After	graduating	from	Yale	College	in	1968	and	Harvard	Business	School	in	1975,	he	worked	in	the	oil	industry.	In	1977,	he	married	Laura	Welch	and	ran	for	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives,	but	lost.	He	later	co-owned
the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	team.In	1994,	he	was	elected	Governor	of	Texas,	defeating	the	incumbent	governor,	Democrat	Ann	Richards.	As	governor,	Bush	successfully	backed	legislation	for	tort	reform,	gave	more	money	for	education,	set	higher	standards	for	schools,	and	changed	the	criminal	justice	system.	Bush	also	helped	make	Texas	the
leading	producer	of	wind	powered	electricity	in	the	U.S.In	2000,	Bush	was	elected	President	of	the	United	States	when	he	defeated	Democratic	incumbent	Vice	President	Al	Gore	in	an	extremely	close	election.	He	became	the	fourth	person	to	be	elected	president	without	winning	the	popular	vote.	He	is	the	second	son	of	a	former	United	States
president	to	himself	become	president,	the	first	being	John	Quincy	Adams,	the	son	of	John	Adams.Bush	was	inaugurated	in	January	2001.	As	president,	his	earlier	focus	was	on	domestic	issues.	He	cut	taxes,	passed	an	education	reform	bill,	made	changes	to	Medicare,	and	changed	abortion	laws.	On	September	11,	2001,	the	United	States	was	attacked
by	Al-Qaeda,	a	terrorist	organization,	via	the	World	Trade	Center	and	the	Pentagon.	As	a	result	of	these	attacks,	Bush	created	the	Department	of	Homeland	Security	and	started	a	"War	on	Terror"	that	began	with	a	war	in	Afghanistan	in	2001.	He	also	signed	into	law	the	Patriot	Act	in	order	to	inspect	on	people	believed	to	be	terrorists.	In	2003,	he
ordered	an	invasion	of	Iraq,	which	started	the	Iraq	War.	The	reason	why	he	did	this	was	because	his	administration	claimed	that	Iraq	had	a	weapons	of	mass	destruction	(WMD)	program,	and	that	the	Iraqi	government	was	a	threat	to	the	U.S.	However,	no	WMDs	or	a	program	for	WMDs	were	ever	found.He	was	re-elected	to	a	second	term	in	2004,
against	Democrat	John	Kerry.	In	his	second	term,	Bush	reached	multiple	free	trade	agreements	and	was	able	to	put	John	Roberts	and	Samuel	Alito	to	the	Supreme	Court.	He	wanted	to	make	major	changes	to	Social	Security	and	immigration	laws,	but	these	changes	did	not	pass	in	Congress.	The	wars	in	Afghanistan	and	Iraq	continued,	and	in	2007	he
sent	more	troops	to	Iraq.	Bush	received	criticism	from	both	sides	politically	for	his	handling	of	Hurricane	Katrina	and	for	the	midterm	dismissal	of	U.S.	attorneys.	Around	December	2007,	the	U.S.	entered	the	Great	Recession.	This	made	the	Bush	administration	create	programs	for	protection	of	the	country's	financial	system,	such	as	the	Troubled
Asset	Relief	Program	(TARP).Bush	left	office	in	January	2009,	succeeded	by	Democrat	Barack	Obama,	after	an	election	against	Republican	John	McCain.	He	has	a	ranch	in	Crawford,	Texas,	which	is	near	Waco.[5]	In	2010,	he	published	a	memoir	called	Decision	Points.	His	presidential	library	opened	in	2013.	Though	ranked	a	bit	low	in	rankings	of
presidents	by	scholars	and	historians,	public	opinion	on	Bush	has	improved	after	his	presidency	ended.	Bush	received	the	highest	recorded	approval	ratings	right	after	the	9/11	attacks,	but	one	of	the	lowest	such	ratings	during	the	2008	financial	crisis.Bush	as	an	infant	with	his	parents,	1947Bush	was	born	at	Yale-New	Haven	Hospital	in	New	Haven,
Connecticut.[6][7]	Bush	grew	up	in	Midland,	Texas.	He	went	to	a	high	school	called	Phillips	Academy	in	Andover,	Massachusetts,	and	graduated	in	1964.[8][9]	He	went	to	school	at	Yale	University	from	1964	until	he	graduated	in	1968,[10][11]	with	a	bachelor's	degree	in	history.[12]	He	joined	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard	in	1968[13][14]	(part	of	the
United	States	National	Guard)	during	the	Vietnam	War	and	became	a	fighter	pilot	but	did	not	fight	in	the	war.	He	left	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard	in	1973.[15]	In	1975	Bush	earned	an	MBA	from	Harvard	University.[12]On	November	5,	1977,	Bush	married	Laura	Welch.[16]	In	1978,	Bush	tried	to	get	elected	to	Congress	in	West	Texas,	but	lost.	After
that,	he	ran	some	oil	companies	and	was	one	of	the	owners	of	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	team.	He	thought	about	trying	to	become	the	commissioner	of	Major	League	Baseball,	but	went	into	politics	instead.[17]	Bush	is	a	Methodist.[18]	In	1994,	he	was	elected	to	be	Governor	of	Texas,[19]	defeating	incumbent	Democratic	Governor	Ann	Richards.
[12]Governor	Bush	(right)	with	father,	former	president	George	H.	W.	Bush,	and	wife,	Laura,	1997Bush	announced	he	was	running	for	governor	in	the	1994	Texas	gubernatorial	election.	His	campaign	focused	on	four	themes:	changing	welfare,	changing	torts,	crime	reduction,	and	making	education	better.[20]He	easily	won	the	Republican	primary.
His	opponent	was	popular	Democratic	incumbent	Governor	Ann	Richards.[20][21]	During	the	campaign,	he	said	that	if	he	was	elected,	he	would	sign	a	bill	that	would	allow	Texans	to	get	permits	to	carry	concealed	weapons	(this	means	a	person	can	carry	a	weapon	on	them,	as	long	as	it	cannot	be	seen).[22]	Bush	won	the	general	election	with	53.5
percent	against	Richards'	45.9	percent.[23]Bush	used	a	budget	surplus	(when	the	government	makes	more	money	than	it	spends)	to	pass	a	$2	billion	tax-cut,	which	was	Texas's	largest.[24]	He	used	government	money	to	fund	organizations	that	teach	people	of	the	dangers	of	alcohol	and	drug	use	and	abuse,	and	helping	to	reduce	domestic	violence.
[25]In	1998,	Bush	won	re-election	with	a	record	69[20]percent	of	the	vote.[26]	He	became	the	first	governor	in	Texas	history	to	be	elected	to	two	consecutive	four-year	terms.[20]	In	his	second	term,	Bush	promoted	faith-based	organizations	and	had	high	approval	ratings.[20]	He	proclaimed	June	10,	2000,	to	be	Jesus	Day	in	Texas,	a	day	on	which	he
asked	all	Texans	to	"answer	the	call	to	serve	those	in	need".[27]	In	1999,	Bush	signed	a	law	that	said	electric	retailers	needed	to	buy	a	certain	amount	of	energy	from	renewable	sources.[28][29][30]	This	helped	Texas	become	the	leading	producer	of	wind	powered	electricity	in	the	U.S.[31][32][33]Critics	said	that	during	his	time	as	governor,	Texas
ranked	near	the	bottom	in	environmental	evaluations.	Supporters	pointed	to	his	efforts	to	raise	the	pay	of	teachers	and	improve	educational	test	scores.[20]During	Bush's	first	term,	he	was	seen	as	a	future	presidential	candidate.	After	he	was	reelected	in	1998,	this	belief	grew.	In	1999,	he	decided	to	seek	the	2000	Republican	presidential
nomination.Further	information:	2000	United	States	presidential	electionBush	ran	against	then-Vice	President	Al	Gore	in	the	2000	United	States	presidential	election.[34]	More	than	100	million	people	voted	on	November	7,	2000.[35]	But	the	election	was	very	close.	When	they	began	counting	the	votes,	it	became	clear	that	whoever	got	the	most	votes
in	the	state	of	Florida	would	win	the	election.	But	there	were	many	issues	with	the	ballots	in	Florida.	Gore	sued	to	get	Florida	to	count	the	votes	again.	For	more	than	a	month	no	one	knew	who	won	the	election.	The	Supreme	Court	made	a	decision	to	stop	recounting	votes.[36]	Gore	decided	to	accept	his	loss	on	December	13	and	Bush	was	declared
the	winner.[37]The	First	inauguration	of	George	W.	Bush,	January	2001While	he	was	president,	George	W.	Bush	signed	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act	into	law.[38]	It	was	an	education	reform	bill.Bush	was	the	second	President	of	the	United	States	to	deliver	a	speech	in	both	Spanish	and	in	English.[39]He	added	Part	D	to	Medicare,[40]	which	gives
older	people	free	medicine	if	they	can	not	afford	it.He	also	signed	very	large	tax	cuts	(many	of	them	were	for	the	middle	and	lower	class)	during	his	presidency.Bush	did	not	approve	of	abortion.[41]	In	2004,	he	signed	the	Unborn	Victims	Of	Violence	Act[42]	which	made	it	so	that	if	a	pregnant	woman	is	murdered,	her	murderer	can	also	be	charged
with	killing	the	fetus	that	the	woman	was	carrying.[43]His	first	foreign	policy	test	came	when	an	American	spy	plane	crashed	in	China.	Bush	peacefully	negotiated	the	release	of	the	plane	crew.[44]Bush	at	Ground	Zero	after	the	September	11	attacksEight	months	after	Bush	became	president,	the	September	11	attacks	occurred.	Because	of	this,
President	Bush	declared	a	War	on	Terrorism.[45]Bush	delivers	a	eulogy	at	Ronald	Reagan's	state	funeral,	June	2004.Bush	tried	to	do	many	things	to	stop	another	terrorist	attack	from	happening.	He	ordered	an	invasion	of	Afghanistan	in	2002.[46]	He	did	this	because	the	leaders	of	Afghanistan	were	helping	Osama	bin	Laden,	who	was	responsible	for
attacking	America	on	September	11,	2001.	Almost	ten	years	later,	on	May	2,	2011	bin	Laden	was	killed	on	orders	of	President	Barack	Obama.	Bush	asked	Congress	to	do	more	to	stop	terrorism.	As	a	result,	Congress	passed	a	law	that	created	the	Department	Of	Homeland	Security,	a	government	department	which	tries	to	prevent	terrorist	attacks
from	happening.	It	also	responds	to	emergencies	such	as	floods	or	diseases.He	signed	the	Patriot	Act	(which	allowed	the	government	to	listen	to	people's	phone	calls	so	it	can	track	down	terrorists	which	try	to	communicate	with	each	other).[47]After	Saddam	refused	to	cooperate	with	the	United	Nations	weapons	inspectors[48]	and	the	United	States
Congress	authorized	Bush	to	invade	Iraq	if	its	government	did	not	cooperate	with	the	weapons	inspectors,[49]	Bush	decided	on	the	Gulf	War	in	2003[50]	with	several	allies.[51]	Saddam	Hussein	was	removed	from	power,	and	Iraq	turned	into	a	democracy.	Over	100,000	people	were	killed	in	this	war.Further	information:	2004	United	States
presidential	electionIn	the	2004	presidential	election,	Bush	won	again	with	a	majority	of	votes.	His	opponent	was	Massachusetts	Senator	John	Kerry,	a	Democrat.[52]The	Second	inauguration	of	George	W.	Bush,	January	2005In	2005,	Hurricane	Katrina	(the	most	destructive	hurricane	in	American	history)	happened.[53]	It	caused	over	1800	deaths	and
caused	billions	of	dollars	of	destruction.	George	W.	Bush	signed	several	acts	into	law	which	would	help	Hurricane	Katrina	victims.Bush	with	President	of	Russia	Vladimir	Putin,	2007In	the	Iraq	War,	no	weapons	of	mass	destruction	were	found,	and	the	Bush	Administration	was	criticized	for	being	wrong	about	Iraq	having	weapons	of	mass	destruction.
Bush	added	more	American	troops	to	Iraq	(which	was	called	"the	surge")	to	speed	up	the	war.	The	surge	was	successful,	and	in	result,	Iraq	had	less	violence.Although	the	economy	was	doing	very	well	during	much	of	his	presidency,	in	early	2008,	the	economy	was	slowing	down.	Bush	signed	a	bill	into	law	which	would	gave	$600	to	every	American
citizen,	hoping	that	people	would	go	out	and	spend	the	money	so	that	it	would	prevent	a	recession	(a	bad	economy)	from	happening.Later	in	2008	December,	stock	market	crashed	and	the	country	fell	into	its	worst	recession	since	the	Great	Depression.	Bush	helped	create	a	700	billion	dollar	bailout,	which	would	give	money	to	corporations	(large
businesses)	to	prevent	them	from	being	bankrupt	and	to	try	to	prevent	the	recession	from	getting	worse.Bush	publicly	supported	Republican	candidate	John	McCain	during	the	2008	presidential	election,[54]	but	Barack	Obama	won	the	election.[55]During	the	last	few	days	he	was	president,	Bush	gave	his	farewell	address.	He	was	succeeded	by
Barack	Obama	on	January	20,	2009.Bush	with	all	living	former	presidents,	including	his	father	George	H.	W.	Bush,	January	2009After	his	presidency,	Bush	stayed	away	from	the	spotlight	and	did	not	want	much	attention.	He	said	that	he	was	not	going	to	criticize	President	Barack	Obama.[54]	He	began	to	build	his	presidential	library	in	2010.[56]	It
was	open	to	the	public	in	2013.Bush	with	Jimmy	Carter,	Bill	Clinton,	and	Barack	Obama,	January	2013After	over	a	year	and	a	half	of	saying	little	in	public,	in	November	2010,	Bush	appeared	on	several	television	interviews	and	released	a	book	called	Decision	Points.	The	book	focuses	on	fourteen	big	decisions	he	made	in	congress,	including	quitting
drinking,	running	for	president,	Hurricane	Katrina,	invading	Iraq,	and	his	response	to	the	financial	meltdown	in	2008.On	May	2,	2011,	President	Obama	called	Bush,	who	was	at	a	restaurant	with	his	wife,	to	inform	him	that	Osama	bin	Laden	had	been	killed.[57]	The	Bushes	joined	the	Obamas	in	New	York	City	to	mark	the	tenth	anniversary	of	the
September	11,	2001,	terrorist	attacks.	At	the	Ground	Zero	memorial,	Bush	read	a	letter	that	President	Abraham	Lincoln	wrote	to	a	widow	who	lost	five	sons	during	the	Civil	War.[58]On	August	6,	2013,	Bush	was	successfully	treated	for	a	coronary	artery	blockage	with	a	stent.	The	blockage	had	been	found	during	an	annual	medical	examination.[59]
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Wayback	MachineRetrieved	from	"	Is	George	W.	Bush?Born	in	July	6,	1946,	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut,	George	W.	Bush	was	the	43rd	president	of	the	United	States.	He	narrowly	won	the	Electoral	College	vote	in	2000,	in	one	of	the	closest	and	most	controversial	elections	in	American	history.	Bush	led	the	United	States'	response	to	the	9/11	terrorist
attacks	and	initiated	the	Iraq	War.	Before	his	presidency,	Bush	was	a	businessman	and	served	as	governor	of	Texas.Early	LifeGeorge	Walker	Bush	was	born	on	July	6,	1946,	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut.	He	is	the	eldest	of	six	children	of	George	Herbert	Walker	Bush	and	Barbara	Pierce	Bush.	The	Bush	family	had	been	involved	in	business	and	politics
since	the	1950s.	Bush's	grandfather,	Prescott	Bush,	was	a	former	Wall	Street	banker	and	progressive	Republican	senator	from	Connecticut,	and	his	father	was	a	businessman,	diplomat,	and	vice	president	and	president	of	the	United	States.	In	1948,	George	H.W.	Bush	moved	the	family	to	Midland,	Texas,	where	he	made	his	fortune	in	the	oil	business.
Young	George	spent	most	of	his	childhood	in	Midland,	attending	school	there	until	the	seventh	grade.	The	family	moved	to	Houston	in	1961,	and	George	W.	Bush	was	sent	to	Phillips	Academy	in	Andover,	Massachusetts.	There	he	was	an	all-around	athlete,	playing	baseball,	basketball	and	football.	He	was	a	fair	student	and	had	a	reputation	for	being
an	occasional	troublemaker.	Despite	this,	family	connections	helped	him	enter	Yale	University	in	1964.	George	W.	Bush	was	a	popular	student	at	Yale,	becoming	president	of	the	Delta	Kappa	Epsilon	fraternity	and	also	playing	rugby.	For	Bush,	grades	took	a	back	seat	to	Yales	social	life.	Despite	his	privileged	background,	he	was	comfortable	with	all
kinds	of	people	and	had	a	wide	circle	of	friends	and	acquaintances.	Like	his	father	and	grandfather	before	him,	George	W.	Bush	became	a	member	of	Yales	secretive	Skull	and	Bones	society,	an	invitation-only	club	whose	membership	contains	some	of	Americans	most	powerful	and	elite	family	members.	Two	weeks	before	graduation,	at	the	end	of	his
draft	deferment,	George	W.	Bush	enlisted	in	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard.	It	was	1968	and	the	Vietnam	War	was	at	its	height.	Though	the	Guard	unit	had	a	long	waiting	list,	Bush	was	accepted	through	the	unsolicited	help	of	a	family	friend.	Commissioned	as	a	second	lieutenant,	he	earned	his	fighter	pilot	certification	in	June	of	1970.	Despite	irregular
attendance	and	questions	about	whether	he	had	completely	fulfilled	his	military	obligation,	Bush	was	honorably	discharged	from	the	Air	Force	Reserve	on	November	21,	1974.Personal	LifeAfter	his	Guard	duty,	George	W.	Bush	continued	his	education,	enrolling	at	Harvard	Business	School,	where	he	earned	a	Masters	of	Business	Administration
degree	in	1975.	He	then	returned	to	Midland	and	entered	the	oil	business,	working	for	a	family	friend,	and	later	started	his	own	oil	and	gas	firm.	In	1977,	at	a	backyard	barbeque,	Bush	was	introduced	by	friends	to	Laura	Welch,	a	school	teacher	and	librarian.	After	a	quick	three-month	courtship,	he	proposed,	and	they	were	married	on	November	5,
1977.	The	couple	settled	in	Midland,	Texas,	where	Bush	continued	to	build	his	business.	George	W.	Bush	credits	his	wife	for	bringing	his	life	in	order.	Prior	to	marriage,	he	had	several	embarrassing	episodes	with	alcohol.	Soon	after	marrying	Laura,	he	joined	the	United	Methodist	Church	and	became	a	born-again	Christian.	In	1981,	the	couple
enjoyed	the	arrival	of	twin	daughters,	Barbara	and	Jenna.	In	1986,	Bush	sold	his	struggling	oil	business	to	Harken	Energy	Corporation	for	stock	and	a	seat	on	its	board	of	directors.	It	was	also	at	this	time	that	he	quit	drinking	and	became	deeply	involved	in	his	church.Governor	of	TexasIn	1988,	George	W.	Bush	moved	his	family	to	Washington	DC	to
work	on	his	fathers	bid	for	the	White	House,	participating	in	campaign	activities	and	meeting	influential	people.	After	his	fathers	victory,	he	returned	to	Texas,	and	in	1989	joined	a	group	of	investors	purchasing	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	team.	George	W.	Bush	quickly	emerged	as	the	groups	leader	and	made	some	savvy	trades.	The	team	did	well
and	Bush	earned	a	reputation	as	a	successful	businessman.	In	1998,	Bush	sold	his	share	of	the	team	for	a	reported	17	times	his	initial	investment.	After	his	fathers	1992	reelection	loss	to	Bill	Clinton,	George	W.	Bush	decided	to	run	for	governor	of	Texas	as	a	Republican.	His	affiliation	with	the	Rangers	and	his	family	reputation	helped	him	in	the	1994
campaign	against	incumbent	Democrat	Ann	Richards.	His	campaign	focused	on	welfare	and	tort	reform,	crime	reduction,	and	education	improvement.	The	contest	was	contentious	and	bare	knuckled,	with	accusations	of	financial	impropriety	on	one	side,	and	homosexuality	on	the	other.	Bush	won	the	election	with	53	percent	of	the	vote	and	became
the	first	child	of	a	U.S.	president	to	be	elected	a	state	governor.	In	1998,	Bush	became	the	first	Texas	governor	to	be	elected	to	consecutive	four-year	terms.	As	governor,	George	W.	Bush	appealed	to	moderate	Republicans	and	Christian	conservatives	in	his	own	party	and	earned	a	reputation	for	bipartisan	governing.	He	implemented	the	philosophy	of
"compassionate	conservatism,"	which	combined	limited	government	with	concern	for	the	underprivileged	and	personal	responsibility.	The	previous	gubernatorial	administration	left	the	Texas	treasury	in	a	surplus,	so	Bush	pushed	for	a	tax	cut	and	increased	funding	for	education.	He	promoted	educational	reform,	tying	teachers	salaries	to	student
performance	on	standardized	tests,	and	signed	into	law	legislation	lowering	the	age	at	which	juveniles	could	be	tried	in	adult	courts.First	Term	as	PresidentIn	1999,	George	W.	Bush	began	his	quest	for	the	presidency,	and	after	a	contentious	series	of	primary	elections,	he	won	the	Republican	presidential	nomination.	The	2000	presidential	election
pitting	George	W.	Bush	and	Democratic	candidate	Al	Gore	was	close	and	controversial.	As	Election	Day	unfolded,	there	was	no	clear	winner.	The	late-night	news	declared	one	candidate	the	winner,	then	the	other	the	winner.	By	early	the	next	morning,	Bush	had	246	electoral	votes	and	Gore	had	255,	with	270	needed	to	win.	Floridas	25	electoral	votes
were	held	in	the	balance	where	several	counties	reported	problems	with	balloting.	After	more	than	a	month	of	recounts	and	legal	maneuvering,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	decided	the	election,	giving	George	Bush	the	victory.	Though	Gore	lost	the	election	in	the	Electoral	College	(271	to	266)	he	received	over	543,000	more	popular	votes	than	Bush,	a
result	that	further	complicated	Bushs	victory.	In	the	first	two	years	of	his	presidency,	George	W.	Bush	enjoyed	a	political	majority	in	both	Congressional	houses	but	faced	a	strongly	divided	government.	At	times,	his	political	rhetoric	fueled	this	divide.	Taking	a	budget	surplus	left	by	the	previous	Democratic	administration,	Bush	pushed	through	a
$1.35	trillion	tax	cut	to	stimulate	the	economy,	but	critics	contended	it	favored	the	wealthy.	His	administration	prompted	further	controversy	when	he	announced	the	U.S.	would	not	abide	by	the	Kyoto	Protocol	for	reducing	green-house	gas	emissions,	citing	potential	harm	to	the	U.S.	economy.9/11	and	Iraq	WarOn	September	11,	2001,	Al	Qaeda
terrorists	hijacked	four	U.S.	commercial	jetliners.	Three	of	them	hit	their	targets	in	New	York	and	Washington,	D.C.	A	fourth	plane	crashed	into	a	farmers	field	in	Pennsylvania.	The	war	on	terror	had	begun,	and	President	George	W.	Bush	promised	the	American	people	that	he	would	do	all	he	could	to	prevent	another	terrorist	attack.	A	comprehensive
strategy	was	formed	with	the	creation	of	the	Homeland	Security	Department,	the	Patriot	Act	and	the	authorization	of	intelligence	gathering	that,	for	a	time,	included	monitoring	international	phone	calls	made	by	U.S.	citizens.	The	Bush	administration	also	built	international	coalitions	to	seek	out	and	destroy	Al	Qaeda	and	other	terrorist	organizations
in	Afghanistan,	where	the	ruling	Taliban	government	was	said	to	be	harboring	Al	Qaeda	leader	Osama	bin	Laden.	As	the	conflict	raged	on,	United	States	military	forces	in	Afghanistan	began	transferring	Taliban	fighters	and	suspected	Al	Qaeda	members	to	a	special	prison	at	Guantnamo	Bay,	Cuba,	a	permanent	U.S.	naval	base.	Hundreds	of	prisoners
were	held	there	as	enemy	combatants,	a	classification	given	by	the	Bush	administration	that	stated	terror	detainees	were	not	protected	by	the	Geneva	Conventions.	As	a	result,	many	were	subject	to	enhanced	interrogation	techniques,	which	in	the	opinion	of	various	international	organizations,	including	the	Red	Cross,	amounted	to	torture.	In
September,	2002,	the	Bush	administration	announced	that	the	United	States	would	preemptively	use	military	force	if	necessary	to	prevent	threats	to	its	national	security	by	terrorists	or	"rogue	states"	especially	any	that	possessed	weapons	of	mass	destruction.	Based	on	what	would	prove	to	be	inaccurate	intelligence	reports,	the	Bush	administration
successfully	obtained	a	UN	Security	Council	resolution	to	return	weapons	inspectors	to	Iraq.	Soon	afterward,	Bush	declared	that	Iraq	hadnt	complied	with	inspections,	and	on	March	20,	2003,	the	United	States	launched	a	successful	invasion	of	Iraq,	quickly	defeating	the	Iraqi	military.	Baghdad,	the	Iraqi	capital,	fell	on	April	9,	2003,	and	Bush
personally	declared	an	end	to	major	combat	operations	on	May	1,	2003.	With	a	power	vacuum	in	place,	Iraq	soon	fell	into	a	sectarian	civil	war.Second	Term	as	PresidentIn	2004,	George	W.	Bush	ran	for	re-election.	Though	the	wars	in	Iraq	and	Afghanistan	were	not	going	well,	and	his	efforts	in	Social	Security	reform	had	met	with	great	resistance,
Bush's	political	core	remained	supportive,	and	he	was	able	to	win	reelection	over	Democratic	challenger	Senator	John	Kerry	in	the	November	election.	During	his	second	term,	Bush	pushed	for	immigration	reform,	which	received	criticism	from	many	conservatives,	and	eased	environmental	regulations,	which	received	criticism	from	many	liberals.	The
Bush	administration's	poor	response	to	Hurricane	Katrina	in	New	Orleans	further	pushed	down	his	favorability	rating.	In	2008,	as	George	W.	Bush	entered	the	final	year	of	his	presidency,	the	country	faced	enormous	challenges.	The	United	States	was	fighting	two	foreign	wars,	and	the	budget	surplus	left	by	the	Clinton	administration	had	transformed
into	a	multi-trillion-dollar	debtthe	effects	of	military	spending,	tax	cuts,	and	slow	economic	growth.	In	the	early	fall	of	2008,	the	country	was	hit	with	a	severe	credit	crisis	that	sent	the	stock	market	into	free	fall	and	led	to	massive	layoffs.	The	Bush	administration	scrambled	and	encouraged	Congress	to	enact	a	controversial	$700	billion	Emergency
Economic	Stabilization	Act	to	bail	out	the	housing	and	banking	industries.Life	After	the	White	HouseGeorge	W.	Bush	left	office	in	January,	2009,	leaving	behind	much	unfinished	business	and	low	approval	ratings.	The	country	remained	politically	divided.	Critics	laid	much	of	the	countrys	misfortunes	at	his	feet,	while	supporters	defended	him	for	his
strong	leadership	during	one	of	the	countrys	most	dangerous	periods.	Bush	and	his	wife	settled	in	Dallas,	Texas,	where	he	participated	in	the	building	of	his	presidential	library	and	wrote	his	memoir	"Decision	Points."	At	the	request	of	President	Barack	Obama,	Bush	and	former	president	Bill	Clinton	led	private	fundraising	efforts	in	the	United	States
for	disaster	relief,	after	the	2010	Haiti	earthquake.	After	years	of	leading	a	relatively	quiet	life	in	Texas,	Bush	returned	to	the	media	spotlight	in	2013.	He	was	on	hand	for	the	opening	of	the	George	W.	Bush	Library	and	Museum	on	the	grounds	of	Southern	Methodist	University	in	Dallas,	Texas.	The	other	living	former	presidents,	including	Bill	Clinton
and	Bush's	own	father,	attended	the	event	as	did	President	Barack	Obama.	Bush	joked	that	"There	was	a	time	in	my	life	when	I	wasn't	likely	to	be	found	at	a	library,	much	less	found	one,"	according	to	Fox	News.	Speaking	on	a	more	serious	note,	Bush	seemed	to	defend	his	time	as	president.	"When	people	come	to	this	library	and	research	this
administration,	theyre	going	to	find	out	we	stayed	true	to	our	convictions,"	he	said.	George	W.	Bush	played	up	to	his	Texas	roots	through	most	of	his	political	life.	For	both	his	supporters	and	detractors,	it	provided	reasons	for	their	support	and	criticism.	For	some,	his	folksy	image	and	manner	suggested	he	was	"not	ready	for	prime	time,"	politically
adept,	but	not	a	statesman	at	a	time	when	the	country	need	one.	For	others,	he	was	perceived	as	a	president	of	big	ideas	who	eagerly	embraced	large	visions	and	the	risks	involved.	His	supporters	credit	him	with	re-establishing	Americas	place	as	the	worlds	uncontested	leader.	Internationally,	he	has	been	maligned	for	his	"cowboy	diplomacy"	in
foreign	affairs.	Like	many	presidents	before	him,	the	George	W.	Bush	presidency	will	find	its	place	in	history	balanced	against	his	successes	and	failures.	In	July	2013,	George	W.	Bush	made	history	when	he	joined	President	Barack	Obama	in	Africa	in	commemoration	of	the	15th	anniversary	of	Osama	bin	Laden's	first	attack	on	the	United
Statesmarking	the	first	meeting	on	foreign	soil	to	commemorate	an	act	of	terrorism	between	two	U.S.	presidents.	Bush	ran	into	some	health	problems	later	that	summer.	On	August	6,	he	underwent	surgery	to	insert	a	stent	in	his	heart	to	open	a	blockage	in	one	of	his	arteries.	The	blockage	discovered	during	his	annual	physical.	Through	a
spokesperson,	Bush	expressed	his	gratitude	to	"the	skilled	medical	professionals	who	have	cared	for	him,"	according	to	the	Associated	Press.	Bush	also	thanked	"his	family,	friends,	and	fellow	citizens	for	their	prayers	and	well	wishes.	And	he	encourages	us	all	to	get	our	regular	check-ups."	That	October,	it	was	revealed	that	Bush's	heart	condition	was
more	serious	than	originally	described.	He	had	a	95%	blockage	in	that	artery	before	his	surgery,	according	to	CNN.com.	If	he	had	not	been	treated,	Bush	would	have	been	at	risk	of	having	a	heart	attack.As	time	brought	him	further	away	from	his	tenure	in	the	White	House,	Bush	came	to	be	viewed	as	more	of	a	wise	elder,	offering	measured	tones	to
contrast	the	combustibility	of	the	45th	president,	Donald	Trump.	When	Trump	sought	to	blame	both	sides	of	the	racially	charged	protests	in	Charlottesville,	Virginia,	in	the	summer	of	2017,	Bush	and	his	father	put	out	a	joint	statement	that	read,	"America	must	always	reject	racial	bigotry,	anti-Semitism,	and	hatred	in	all	forms."	The	following	winter,
the	younger	Bush	refuted	President	Trump's	insistence	that	reports	of	Russian	attempts	to	influence	the	2016	U.S.	presidential	election	were	"fake	news,"	saying	there	was	"pretty	clear	evidence"	that	the	Russians	had	gotten	involved.	In	January	2018,	CNN	released	a	poll	showing	that	61	percent	of	Americans	held	a	favorable	view	of	the	43rd
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43rd	President	of	the	United	States,	inaugurated	on	January	20,	2001	and	re-elected	in	the	2004	U.S.	presidential	election.	The	Bush	family	has	a	significant	history	in	United	States	politics,	specifically	in	the	Republican	Party.	Bush	is	the	eldest	son	of	the	41st	U.S.	President,	George	H.	W.	Bush,	grandson	to	former	U.S.	Senator	from	Connecticut
Prescott	Bush,	and	older	brother	to	Jeb	Bush,	former	Governor	of	Florida.	He	was	elected	the	46th	Governor	of	Texas	in	1995,	and	remained	in	that	position	until	2000,	when	he	chose	to	run	for	president.	Bush	was	narrowly	elected	in	2000,	becoming	the	fourth	president	in	U.S.	history	to	be	elected	without	a	plurality	of	the	popular	vote	and	the	first
since	the	1888	election.Did	you	know?When	George	W.	Bush	won	the	electoral	vote	without	winning	the	popular	vote	in	2000	it	was	the	first	time	this	had	happened	since	1888.	After	an	initial	period	of	Reagan-esque	conservatism	in	matters	of	domestic	policy,	the	course	of	Bush's	presidency	was	dramatically	affected	by	the	September	11,	2001
terrorist	attacks	on	the	World	Trade	Center	and	the	Pentagon.	In	response	to	the	attacks,	Bush	declared	a	global	War	on	Terrorism.	In	early	October	2001,	with	congressional	approval,	he	ordered	the	invasion	of	Afghanistan	to	overthrow	the	Taliban	backed	government	that	had	provided	a	safe	haven	for	Osama	bin	Laden,	founder	of	al-Qaeda.[1]In
2003,	President	Bush	further	expanded	the	War	on	Terrorism.	Again	with	congressional	approval,	Bush	ordered	the	invasion	of	Iraq	in	March	2003,	asserting	that	Iraq	was	a	direct	threat	to	the	United	States	and	in	violation	of	United	Nations	Resolution	1441	regarding	weapons	of	mass	destruction	and	had	to	be	disarmed	by	force.[2]	Following	the
overthrow	of	Saddam	Hussein's	regime,	Bush	re-affirmed	his	commitment	to	establishing	democratic	systems	in	the	Middle	East,	starting	with	post-Taliban	Afghanistan	and	post-war	Iraq.Running	as	a	"war	president,"	Bush	won	re-election	in	2004	against	Massachusetts	Senator	John	Kerry[3]	after	an	intense	and	heated	campaign	in	which	his
prosecution	of	the	War	on	Terror	and	the	War	in	Iraq	central	issues.	George	W.	Bush	was	the	first	candidate	to	win	a	majority	popular	vote	since	his	father,	16	years	earlier.[4]After	his	re-election,	Bush	received	increasingly	heated	criticism	on	various	foreign	policy	issues,	including	the	Iraq	War,	Guantnamo	Bay	and	Abu	Ghraib	torture	and	prisoner
abuse	scandals,	as	well	as	domestic	issues	such	as	federal	funding	of	stem	cell	research,	the	ineffective	federal	response	to	Hurricane	Katrina,	and	controversies	such	as	NSA	warrantless	surveillance	activities	and	the	Plame	affair.	In	approval	rating	polls,	his	popularity	reached	record	heights	after	the	September	11,	2001	attacks,	but	declined
significantly	since	then,	mostly	due	to	his	perceived	poor	handling	of	the	Iraq	War.[5]	As	a	result	of	those	key	issues	and	Bush's	sinking	approval	rating,	the	Republican	Party	lost	control	of	both	the	House	and	the	Senate	in	the	2006	mid-term	elections	in	what	Bush	himself	described	as	"a	thumping."[6]	After	leaving	office,	Bush	returned	to	Texas	and
purchased	a	home	in	a	suburban	area	of	Dallas,	Texas.	He	is	currently	a	public	speaker	and	has	written	a	book	about	his	presidency	entitled	Decision	Points.Early	LifeBorn	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut,	George	W.	Bush	was	the	first	child	of	future	41st	president	George	H.	W.	Bush	and	his	wife	Barbara	Bush.	His	paternal	ancestors	emigrated	from
Somerset	in	the	West	Country	of	England	in	the	seventeenth	century.	When	Bush	was	two	years	old,	his	parents	moved	to	Texas.	He	was	raised	in	Midland	and	Houston,	Texas	with	his	four	siblings,	Jeb,	Neil,	Marvin,	and	Dorothy.	Another	younger	sister,	Robin,	died	from	leukemia	in	1953	at	the	age	of	three.[7]	Bush's	grandfather,	Prescott	Bush,	was
a	banker	and	U.S.	Senator	from	Connecticut.For	his	education,	Bush	attended	the	prestigious	Phillips	Academy	in	Andover,	Massachusetts	and,	following	in	his	father's	footsteps,	was	accepted	into	Yale	University,	where	he	received	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	degree	in	History	in	1968.	During	that	time	period,	he	worked	for	various	Republican	campaigns,
including	his	father's	failed	1964	and	1970	Senate	campaigns	in	Texas.	As	a	college	senior,	Bush	became	a	member	of	the	secretive	Skull	and	Bones	society.	By	his	own	characterization,	Bush	was	an	average	student.[8]In	May	1968,	at	the	height	of	the	ongoing	Vietnam	War,	Bush	was	accepted	into	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard.	After	training,	he	was
assigned	to	duty	in	Houston,	flying	Convair	F-102s	out	of	Ellington	Air	Force	Base.[9]	Bush	has	since	been	criticized	for	his	induction	into	the	Air	National	Guard	and	actual	period	of	service.	Critics	allege	that	Bush	was	favorably	treated	due	to	his	father's	political	standing,	and	that	he	was	irregular	in	attendance.	Bush	took	a	transfer	to	the	Alabama
Air	National	Guard	in	1972	to	work	on	a	Republican	Senate	campaign,	and	in	1974	he	obtained	permission	to	end	his	six-year	service	obligation	six	months	early	to	attend	Harvard	Business	School.	He	received	an	honorable	discharge.[10]There	are	a	number	of	accounts	of	substance	abuse	and	otherwise	disorderly	conduct	by	Bush	during	this	time.
Bush	has	admitted	to	drinking	"too	much"	in	those	years	and	described	this	time	of	his	life	as	his	"nomadic"	period	of	"irresponsible	youth".[11]	On	September	4,	1976,	at	the	age	of	30,	Bush	was	arrested	for	driving	under	the	influence	of	alcohol	near	his	family's	summer	home	in	Kennebunkport,	Maine.	He	pleaded	guilty,	was	fined	$150,	and	had	his
driver's	license	suspended	until	1978	in	Maine.[12]	Bush	was	able	to	keep	his	drunk	driving	arrest	a	secret	throughout	his	years	as	governor	of	Texas.	After	obtaining	an	MBA	from	Harvard	University	(Bush	is	the	only	US	President	to	serve	holding	a	Master	of	Business	Administration	degree[13]),	Bushlike	this	father	had	before	himentered	the	oil
industry	in	Texas.Business	and	PoliticsIn	1978,	Bush	ran	for	the	U.S.	House	of	Representatives	from	the	19th	Congressional	District	of	Texas.	Facing	Kent	Hance	of	the	Democratic	Party,	Bush	stressed	his	energy	credentials	and	conservative	values	in	the	campaign,	but	Hance	himself	was	relatively	conservative,	opposing	gun	control	and	strict
business	regulation.	During	the	campaign,	Hance	portrayed	Bush	as	being	"out	of	touch"	with	rural	Texans.	Bush	lost	the	election	by	6000	votes.	Hance	later	became	a	Republican	and	donated	money	to	Bush's	campaign	for	Governor	of	Texas	in	1993.	After	the	electoral	defeat,	Bush	returned	to	the	oil	industry,	becoming	a	senior	partner	or	chief
executive	officer	of	several	ventures,	such	as	Arbusto	Energy[14]	(arbusto	means	bush	in	Spanish),	Spectrum	7,	and,	later,	Harken	Energy	when	it	acquired	Spectrum	7.[15]	These	ventures	suffered	from	the	general	decline	of	oil	prices	in	the	1980s	that	had	affected	the	industry	and	the	regional	economy.	Allegations	of	possible	insider	trading
involving	Harken	have	arisen,	but,	as	president,	Bush	has	refused	to	allow	the	SEC	to	release	the	full	report.	In	1988,	Bush	moved	his	family	to	Washington,	D.C.,	to	work	on	his	father's	campaign	for	the	U.S.	Presidency.[16]	With	colleagues	Lee	Atwater	and	Doug	Wead,	he	helped	to	develop	and	coordinate	a	political	strategy	for	courting	conservative
Christians	and	evangelical	voters,	who	were	seen	as	key	to	winning	the	nomination	and	the	election.[17]	Delivering	speeches	at	rallies	and	fundraisers,	Bush	met	with	representatives	of	conservative	and	religious	organizations	on	behalf	of	his	father,	thus	building	connections	that	would	help	him	in	his	own	run	for	the	presidency.	Returning	to	Texas
after	his	father's	victory,	Bush	purchased	a	share	in	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	franchise	and	served	as	managing	general	partner	for	five	years.	He	was	active	in	the	team's	media	relations	and	in	securing	the	construction	of	a	new	stadium,	which	opened	in	1994	as	The	Ballpark	in	Arlington.	Bush	actively	led	the	team's	projects	and	regularly
attended	its	games,	often	choosing	to	sit	in	the	open	stands	with	fans.	Bush's	role	with	the	Rangers	gave	him	prominent	media	exposure	and	attention,	as	well	as	garnering	public,	business	and	political	support.	The	Rangers	were	popular	with	fans	while	Bush	was	a	leader	of	the	organization.	During	his	tenure,	for	example,	the	Rangers	acquired	Hall-
of-Fame	pitcher	Nolan	Ryan,	who	was	a	fan-favorite	during	the	last	years	of	his	career.	The	team	nearly	won	its	first	division	title	in	1994,	before	a	strike	shortened	the	season.	When	Bush	sold	his	share	in	the	Texas	Rangers,	he	netted	over	$15	million	from	his	initial	$800,000	investment.Electoral	PoliticsGovernor	of	TexasWith	his	father's	election	to
the	presidency	in	1988,	speculation	had	arisen	amongst	Republicans	that	Bush	would	enter	the	1990	gubernatorial	election,	but	this	was	offset	by	Bush's	purchase	of	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	team	and	personal	concerns	regarding	his	own	record	and	profile.	Following	his	success	as	owner	and	manager	of	the	Rangers,	Bush	declared	his	candidacy
for	the	1994	election,	even	as	his	brother	Jeb	first	sought	the	governorship	of	Florida.	Winning	the	Republican	primary	easily,	Bush	faced	incumbent	Governor	Ann	Richards,	a	popular	Democrat	who	was	considered	the	easy	favorite,	given	Bush's	lack	of	political	credentials.	Bush	was	aided	in	his	campaign	by	a	close	coterie	of	political	advisers	that
included	Karen	Hughes,	a	former	journalist,	as	his	communications	adviser;	John	Allbaugh,	as	his	campaign	manager,	and	Karl	Rove,	as	his	political	strategist.	Bush's	aides	crafted	a	campaign	strategy	that	attacked	Governor	Richards'	record	on	law	enforcement,	her	political	appointments,	and	her	support	of	liberal	political	causes.	Bush	developed	a
positive	image	and	message	with	themes	of	"personal	responsibility"	and	"moral	leadership."	His	campaign	focused	on	issues	such	as	education	(seeking	more	accountability	for	schools	over	student	performance),	crime,	deregulation	of	the	economy,	and	tort	reform.	The	Bush	campaign	was	criticized	for	allegedly	using	controversial	methods	to
disparage	Richards.	Following	an	impressive	performance	in	the	debates,	however,	Bush's	popularity	grew.	He	won	with	52	percent	against	Richards'	47	percent.[18]As	governor,	Bush	successfully	sponsored	legislation	for	tort	reform,	increased	education	funding,	set	higher	standards	for	schools,	and	reformed	the	criminal	justice	system.	Under	his
leadership,	Texas	executed	152	prisoners,	more	than	under	any	other	governor	in	modern	American	history;	critics	such	as	Helen	Prejean	argue	that	he	failed	to	give	serious	consideration	to	clemency	requests.[19]	During	his	term,	Bush	used	a	budget	surplus	to	push	through	a	$2	billion	tax-cut	plan,	which	was	the	largest	in	Texas	history	and
cemented	Bush's	credentials	as	a	pro-business	fiscal	conservative.[20]	Bush	also	bolstered	faith-based	welfare	programs	by	extending	government	funding	and	support	for	religious	organizations	providing	social	services	such	as	education,	alcohol	and	drug	abuse	prevention,	and	reduction	of	domestic	violence.	Governor	Bush	signed	a	memorandum
on	April	17,	2000	proclaiming	June	10	to	be	Jesus	Day	in	Texas,	a	day	where	he	"urge[d]	all	Texans	to	answer	the	call	to	serve	those	in	need."[21]	Although	Bush	was	criticized	for	violating	the	constitutional	separation	of	church	and	state	("Congress	shall	make	no	law	respecting	an	establishment	of	religion,	or	prohibiting	the	free	exercise	thereof"),
his	initiative	was	popular	with	most	people	across	the	state,	especially	religious	and	social	conservatives.	In	1998,	Bush	won	re-election	in	a	landslide	victory	with	nearly	69	percent	of	the	vote,	becoming	the	first	Texas	governor	to	be	elected	for	two	consecutive	four-year	terms	(before	1975,	the	gubernatorial	term	of	office	was	two	years).[22]2000
Presidential	CandidacyAs	one	of	the	most	popular	governors	in	the	nation	and	as	the	son	of	a	former	president,	Bush	was	seen	in	the	media	and	the	Republican	Party	as	a	strong	potential	contender	for	the	U.S.	presidential	election	in	2000.	Bush	had	personally	envisioned	running	for	the	presidency	since	his	gubernatorial	re-election,	and	upon
announcing	his	candidacy,	he	immediately	became	the	Republican	front-runner	in	both	name	and	in	campaign	funding.Bush	applied	the	label	"compassionate	conservative"	to	himself,	a	term	that	had	been	popularized	by	University	of	Texas	professor	Marvin	Olasky;	in	his	campaign,	he	promised	to	"restore	honor	and	dignity	to	the	White	House".[23]
Bush	proposed	to	lower	taxes	in	the	wake	of	the	projected	surpluses	of	[[Bill	Clinton|Bill	Clinton's]	final	years	in	office.	He	supported	participation	of	religious	charities	in	federally	funded	programs	and	promoted	education	vouchers,	national	education	reform,	oil	drilling	in	the	Arctic	National	Wildlife	Refuge	to	diminish	U.S.	reliance	on	foreign	oil,
and	structural	changes	to	the	United	States	armed	forces.	Bush's	foreign	policy	campaign	platform	emphasized	a	stronger	economic	and	political	relationship	with	Latin	America,	especially	Mexico,	free	trade	and	reduced	involvement	in	"nation-building"	and	other	minor	military	engagements	indirectly	related	to	U.S.	interests.	Bush	also	pledged	to
expand	the	National	Missile	Defense	initiative	and	to	reform	Social	Security	and	Medicare.	Primary	campaignBush's	campaign	was	managed	by	Rove,	Hughes	and	Albaugh,	as	well	as	by	other	political	associates	from	Texas.	He	was	endorsed	by	a	majority	of	Republicans	in	38	state	legislatures.	After	winning	the	Iowa	Republican	Caucus,	Bush	was
handed	a	surprising	defeat	by	"maverick"	U.S.	Senator	John	McCain	of	Arizona	in	the	New	Hampshire	Republican	Primary.	During	his	campaign,	Bush	was	criticized	for	visiting	the	controversial	Bob	Jones	University,	which	bore	a	reputation	for	a	bias	against	Catholicism	and	a	ban	on	interracial	dating.[24]	In	a	stunning	shift	in	momentum,	Bush
defeated	McCain	in	the	South	Carolina	Republican	Primary	amidst	charges	of	dirty	campaign	tactics	against	the	Bush	campaign.	McCain	rebounded	by	winning	in	Michigan,	but	he	angered	religious	voters	by	criticizing	Christian	evangelical	leaders	Pat	Robertson	and	Jerry	Falwell	just	before	the	Virginia	Primary.	Bush	went	on	to	win	that	primary	and
then,	a	week	later,	he	captured	nine	of	thirteen	Super	Tuesday	state	primaries,	effectively	clinching	the	Republican	nomination.	He	chose	Dick	Cheney,	a	former	U.S.	Representative	and	Secretary	of	Defense,	as	his	running	mate.	His	campaign	was	endorsed	by	prominent	Republicans	such	as	Donald	Rumsfeld	and	Colin	Powell,	who	assumed	roles	as
advisers	on	issues	of	national	security	and	foreign	relations.	While	stressing	his	successful	record	as	governor	of	Texas,	Bush's	campaign	attacked	the	Democratic	nominee,	incumbent	Vice	President	Al	Gore,	over	gun	control	and	taxation.	Bush	criticized	the	Kyoto	Protocol	(although	in	1998	the	Senate	vote	to	participate	in	the	treaty	was	0	for	and	95
against),	championed	by	Gore,	citing	the	decline	of	industry	in	Middle	America	as	an	example	of	the	harm	and	economic	hardship	caused	by	harsh	regulation.Controversial	general	election	Electoral	College	results	of	the	2000	U.S.	Presidential	ElectionOn	election	day,	November	7,	2000,	Bush	won	key	Midwestern	states	such	as	Ohio,	Missouri,	and
Arkansas.	He	also	clinched	Al	Gore's	home	state	of	Tennessee,	New	Hampshire,	and	the	traditional	Democratic	bastion	of	West	Virginia.	Television	networks	initially	called	the	battleground	state	of	Florida	for	Gore	but	later	withdrew	that	projection	and	called	that	state,	along	with	the	entire	election,	for	Bush.	Finally,	the	media	deemed	the	results
too	close	to	call.	Sometime	after	the	networks	reported	that	Bush	had	won	Florida,	Gore	conceded	the	election,	and	then	rescinded	that	concession	less	than	one	hour	later.	The	vote	count,	which	favored	Bush	in	preliminary	tallies,	was	contested	over	allegations	of	irregularities	in	the	voting	and	tabulation	processes.	Because	of	Florida	state	law,	a
state-wide	machine	recount	was	ordered.	Although	it	narrowed	the	gap,	the	recount	still	left	Bush	in	the	lead.	Eventually,	four	counties	in	Florida	that	had	large	numbers	of	presidential	undervotes	began	a	manual	hand	recount	of	ballots.	On	December	8,	the	Florida	Supreme	Court	ruled	that	every	county	with	a	large	number	of	undervotes	would
perform	a	hand	recount.	The	next	day,	on	December	9,	in	Bush	v.	Gore,	the	U.S.	Supreme	Court	stopped	the	statewide	hand	recount	on	the	basis	that	votes	were	not	being	counted	equally.	The	machine	recount	showed	that	Bush	had	won	the	Florida	vote	-	making	it	the	30th	of	the	50	states	he	carried.	There	has	been	much	controversy	over	the
legality	of	the	election,	in	fact	it	is	still	disputed	today.[25]	Despite	having	lost	the	nationwide	popular	contest	by	more	than	half	a	million	votes,[26]	he	won	271	electoral	votes	to	Gore's	266.	This	made	him	the	first	President	elected	despite	a	popular	vote	loss	since	Benjamin	Harrison	in	1888.[27]2004	Presidential	candidacy	George	W.	Bush	speaks	at
a	campaign	rally	in	2004.In	2004,	Bush	commanded	broad	support	in	the	Republican	Party	and	did	not	encounter	a	primary	challenger.	He	appointed	Kenneth	Mehlman	as	campaign	manager,	and	Karl	Rove	again	as	his	campaign	political	strategist.[28]	During	the	campaign,	Bush	outlined	an	agenda	that	included	a	strong	commitment	in	the	wars	in
Iraq	and	Afghanistan,	a	renewal	of	the	USA	PATRIOT	Act,	making	the	2001	and	2003	tax	cuts	permanent,	cutting	the	budget	deficit	in	half,	promoting	education,	tort	reform,	Social	Security	and	national	tax	reform.	Bush	emphasized	his	social	conservatism	by	arguing	for	the	Federal	Marriage	Amendment	(an	amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution	that
would	have	defined	marriage	as	possible	only	between	one	man	and	one	woman).	In	many	of	his	speeches,	Bush	also	stressed	a	vision	and	commitment	for	spreading	freedom	and	democracy	across	the	world.	Having	had	great	success	at	fund-raising,	the	campaign	began	running	television	and	radio	advertisement	campaigns	across	the	nation	against
Democratic	candidates,	including	Bush's	emerging	opponent,	Massachusetts	Senator	John	Kerry.	Kerry	and	other	Democrats	attacked	Bush	on	the	conduct	of	the	war	in	Iraq,	perceived	excesses	of	the	USA	PATRIOT	Act	and	for	allegedly	failing	to	stimulate	the	economy	and	job	growth,	as	well	as	controversies	surrounding	Bush's	service	in	the	Texas
Air	National	Guard.	U.S.	Electoral	College	votes	in	2004In	response,	Bush	emphasized	his	leadership	in	war	and	national	security	challenges,	evoking	the	patriotism	and	passion	aroused	by	the	9/11	terrorist	attacks.	The	Bush	campaign	portrayed	Kerry	as	a	staunch	liberal	who	would	raise	taxes,	increase	the	size	of	government,	and	fail	to	oppose	a
constitutional	amendment	banning	same-sex	marriage.	The	Bush	campaign	continuously	criticized	Kerry's	allegedly	contradictory	statements	on	the	war	in	Iraq,	and	claimed	Kerry	lacked	the	decisiveness	and	vision	necessary	for	success	in	the	War	on	Terrorism.	Popular	politicians	such	as	Rudy	Guiliani,	John	McCain,	Arnold	Schwarzenegger,	and
conservative	Democrat	Zell	Miller	campaigned	actively	for	Bush,	who	traveled	across	the	country	delivering	speeches	at	three	to	four	different	locations	on	most	days.	The	campaign	organized	a	large	group	of	volunteers	and	focused	its	efforts	on	swing	states	such	as	Ohio,	Pennsylvania,	Florida,	Wisconsin,	Michigan	and	Minnesota.	On	election	night,



Bush	carried	31	of	50	states	for	a	total	of	286	Electoral	College	votes.InaugurationBush	won	re-election	in	2004	after	an	intense	and	heated	election	campaign,	becoming	the	first	candidate	to	win	a	majority	vote	in	16	years.[29]Bush	was	inaugurated	for	his	second	term	on	January	20,	2005.	The	oath	of	office	was	administered	by	Supreme	Court	Chief
Justice	William	Rehnquist.	Bush's	inaugural	address	centered	mainly	on	a	theme	of	spreading	freedom	and	democracy	around	the	world:We	are	led,	by	events	and	common	sense,	to	one	conclusion:	The	survival	of	liberty	in	our	land	increasingly	depends	on	the	success	of	liberty	in	other	lands.	The	best	hope	for	peace	in	our	world	is	the	expansion	of
freedom	in	all	the	world	The	great	objective	of	ending	tyranny	is	the	concentrated	work	of	generations.	The	difficulty	of	the	task	is	no	excuse	for	avoiding	it.	From	the	viewpoint	of	centuries,	the	questions	that	come	to	us	are	narrowed	and	few.	Did	our	generation	advance	the	cause	of	freedom?	And	did	our	character	bring	credit	to	that	cause?
PresidencyDomestic	policyEducation	Bush	signs	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act	into	law.In	his	domestic	agenda,	Bush's	emphasized	familiar	themes	of	increased	responsibility	for	performance	from	his	days	as	Texas	governor,	and	he	lobbied	hard	for	the	adoption	of	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act,	with	Democratic	Senator	Ted	Kennedy	as	chief	sponsor.
The	legislation	had	four	main	objectives:	first,	it	aimed	to	close	the	achievement	gap	between	white	and	minority	students;	second,	it	required	measurement	of	student	performance;	third,	it	provided	options	to	parents	with	students	in	low-performing	schools;	and,	fourth,	it	provided	more	federal	funding	to	low-income	schools.	NCLBA	has	been	a
source	of	ongoing	controversy.	Critics	argue	that	Bush	has	underfunded	his	own	program,	and	Kennedy	himself	has	claimed:	"The	tragedy	is	that	these	long	overdue	reforms	are	finally	in	place,	but	the	funds	are	not."[30]	Many	educational	experts	are	critical	of	the	reforms	in	question,	claiming	that	NCLB	allows	some	students	to	flee	failing	public
schools	instead	of	improving	those	schools.[31]	Others	contend	that	NCLBA's	focus	on	"high	stakes	testing"	and	quantitative	outcomes	is	counterproductive.[32]	Bush	increased	funding	for	the	National	Science	Foundation	and	National	Institutes	of	Health	in	his	first	years	of	office,	and	created	education	programs	to	strengthen	the	grounding	in
science	and	mathematics	for	American	high	school	students.	However,	funding	for	NIH	failed	to	keep	up	with	inflation	in	2004	and	2005,	and	was	actually	cut	in	2006,	the	first	such	cut	in	36	years.[33]	Bush	appointed	First	Lady	Laura	Bush	to	oversee	an	initiative	to	improve	opportunities	and	education	for	inner-city	boys.[34]Social	Services	and
Social	SecurityBush	promoted	increased	de-regulation	and	investment	options	in	social	services	and	led	Republican	efforts	to	pass	the	Medicare	Act	of	2003,	which	added	prescription	drug	coverage	to	Medicare	and	created	Health	Savings	Accounts,	which	would	permit	people	to	set	aside	a	portion	of	their	Medicare	tax	to	build	a	"nest	egg."	AARP,	a
lobbying	group	for	senior	citizens,	worked	with	the	Bush	Administration	on	the	program	and	gave	its	endorsement.	Bush	said	that	the	law,	estimated	to	cost	US$400	billion	over	the	first	ten	years,	would	give	the	elderly	"better	choices	and	more	control	over	their	health	care".[35]President	Bush	began	his	second	term	by	outlining	a	major	initiative	to
reform	Social	Security,	which	was	facing	record	deficit	projections	beginning	in	2005.	Bush	made	it	the	centerpiece	of	his	agenda	despite	contrary	beliefs	in	the	media	and	in	the	U.S.	Congress,	both	of	whom	saw	the	program	as	the	"third	rail	of	politics,"	due	to	the	American	public's	history	of	being	suspicious	of	any	attempt	to	change	it.	It	was	also
widely	believed	to	be	the	province	of	the	Democratic	Party,	with	Republicans	in	the	past	having	been	accused	of	efforts	to	dismantle	or	privatize	it.	In	his	2005	State	of	the	Union	Address,	Bush	discussed	the	allegedly	impending	bankruptcy	of	the	program	and	attacked	political	inertia	against	reform.	He	proposed	options	to	permit	Americans	to	divert
a	portion	of	their	Social	Security	tax	(FICA)	into	secured	investments,	creating	a	"nest	egg"	that	he	claimed	would	enjoy	steady	growth.	Despite	emphasizing	safeguards	and	remaining	open	to	other	plans,	Bush's	proposal	was	criticized	for	its	high	cost,	and	Democrats	attacked	it	as	an	effort	to	partially	privatize	the	system,	and	for	leaving	Americans
open	to	the	whims	of	the	market.	Bush	embarked	on	a	60-day	national	tour,	campaigning	vigorously	for	his	initiative	in	media	events	("Conversations	on	Social	Security")	in	a	largely	unsuccessful	attempt	to	gain	support	from	the	general	public.[36]	According	to	at	least	one	poll,	Bush	failed	to	convince	the	public	that	the	Social	Security	program	was
in	crisis.[37]ImmigrationIn	2006,	under	political	pressure	from	members	of	the	Republican	party,	Bush	put	his	support	behind	immediate	and	comprehensive	immigration	reform.	Going	beyond	calls	from	Republicans	and	conservatives	to	secure	the	border,	Bush	demanded	that	Congress	create	a	"temporary	guest-worker	program"	to	allow	more	than
12	million	illegal	immigrants	to	obtain	legal	status.	Bush	continued	to	argue	that	the	lack	of	legal	status	denies	the	protections	of	U.S.	laws	to	millions	of	people	who	face	dangers	of	poverty	and	exploitation,	and	penalizes	employers	despite	a	demand	for	immigrant	labor.	On	May	15,	2006,	Bush	proposed	expanding	"Basic	Pilot,"	an	online	system	to
allow	employers	to	easily	confirm	the	eligibility	of	new	hires;	creating	a	new	identification	card	for	all	foreign	workers;	and	increasing	penalties	for	businesses	that	violate	immigration	laws.	Bush	urged	Congress	to	provide	additional	funding	for	border	security,	and	committed	to	deploying	6000	National	Guard	troops	to	the	United	States-Mexico
border.[38]Hurricane	KatrinaOne	of	the	worst	natural	disasters	in	the	nations	history,	Hurricane	Katrina,	struck	early	in	Bushs	second	term.	Katrina	was	the	sixth-strongest	Atlantic	hurricane	ever	recorded	and	the	third-strongest	land-falling	U.S.	hurricane	on	record.	Katrina	formed	in	late	August	during	the	2005	Atlantic	hurricane	season	and
devastated	much	of	the	north-central	Gulf	Coast	of	the	United	States,	particularly	New	Orleans.[39]	President	Bush	declared	a	state	of	emergency	in	Louisiana	on	August	27[40],	and	in	Mississippi[41]	and	Alabama[42]	on	August	28.	The	eye	of	the	hurricane	made	landfall	on	August	29.	After	the	hurricane	reached	ground,	Bush	mobilized	the	U.S.
Coast	Guard	and	National	Guard	to	help	rescue	the	approximately	60,000	people	stranded	in	New	Orleans.	Both	local	and	federal	governments	were	vehemently	criticized	for	their	response	to	Katrina,	which	was	considered	insufficient	and	disorganized.	Criticisms	of	Bush	focused	on	three	main	issues.	First,	leaders	from	both	parties	attacked	the
president	for	having	appointed	incompetent	leaders	to	positions	of	power	at	FEMA,	the	Federal	Emergency	Management	Agency,	most	notably	Michael	D.	Brown.[43]	Second,	many	people	argued	that	the	inadequacy	of	the	federal	response	was	the	result	of	the	Iraq	War	and	the	demands	it	placed	on	the	armed	forces	and	the	federal	budget.[44]
Third,	in	the	days	immediately	following	the	disaster,	President	Bush	denied	having	received	warnings	about	the	possibility	of	floodwaters	breaching	the	levees	protecting	New	Orleans.[45]	However,	the	presidential	video	conference	briefing	of	Aug.	28	shows	Max	Mayfield	warning	the	President	that	overflowing	the	levees	was	"obviously	a	very,	very
grave	concern."[46]	Critics	claimed	that	the	President	was	misrepresenting	his	administration's	role	in	what	they	saw	as	a	flawed	response.Economic	policyGeorge	W.	Bush	assumed	office	with	fiscal	policy	goals	that	were	highly	reminiscent	of	Ronald	Reagan's	presidency.	The	last	years	of	the	Clinton	administration	had	established	large	budget
surpluses,	and	Bush	wanted	to	use	the	money	to	pay	for	a	large	tax	cut.	He	faced	opposition	in	Congress,	however,	so	he	held	town	hall-style	public	meetings	across	the	nation	in	2001	to	increase	public	support	for	his	plan	for	a	$1.3	trillion	tax	cut.	Bush	and	his	economic	advisers	argued	that	unspent	government	funds	should	be	returned	to
taxpayers.	With	reports	of	the	threat	of	recession	from	Federal	Reserve	Chairman	Alan	Greenspan,	Bush	argued	that	such	a	tax	cut	would	stimulate	the	economy	and	create	jobs.	In	the	end,	five	Senate	Democrats	crossed	party	lines	to	join	Republicans	in	approving	Bush's	$1.35	trillion[47]	tax	cut	program	one	of	the	largest	in	U.S.	history.During	his
first	term,	Bush	sought	and	obtained	Congressional	approval	for	two	additional	tax	cuts:	the	Job	Creation	and	Worker	Assistance	Act	of	2002	and	the	Jobs	and	Growth	Tax	Relief	Reconciliation	Act	of	2003.	These	acts	increased	the	child	tax	credit	and	eliminated	the	so-called	"marriage	penalty."	Arguably,	cuts	were	distributed	disproportionately	to
higher	income	taxpayers	through	a	decrease	in	marginal	rates,	but	the	change	in	marginal	rates	was	greater	for	those	of	lower	income,	resulting	in	an	income	tax	structure	that	was	more	progressive	overall.	Complexity	was	increased	with	new	categories	of	income	taxed	at	different	rates	and	new	deductions	and	credits,	however;	at	the	same	time,
the	number	of	individuals	subject	to	the	alternative	minimum	tax	increased	since	it	had	remained	unchanged.Bush	has,	for	the	most	part,	continued	Reagan's	legacy	of	lax	business	regulation	and	low	taxes.	Under	the	Bush	Administration,	unemployment	peaked	at	a	high	of	6.2	percent	in	June	2003,	and	as	of	2006,	was	at	a	low	of	4.4	percent.	The
economy	has	remained	strong,	with	Wall	Street	setting	several	record	highs	and	the	GDP	experiencing	healthy	growth.	[1].	Critics	argue	that	the	economy,	however	strong,	is	only	benefiting	the	wealthy,	and	not	the	majority	of	middle	and	lower-class	citizens.	[2]War	on	Terrorism	President	Bush	addresses	rescue	workers	at	Ground	Zero	in	New	York,
September	14,	2001.	The	September	11	terrorist	attacks	were	a	turning	point	in	Bush's	presidency.	Bush	was	visiting	an	elementary	school	in	Florida	when	Chief	of	Staff	Andrew	Card	informed	him	that	a	plane	had	crashed	into	the	World	Trade	Center	in	New	York	City.	Following	news	of	a	second	collision,	Bush	remained	with	the	class	for	seven
minutes	while	they	finished	reading	a	story.	He	then	flew	to	air	bases	in	Louisiana	and	Nebraska	before	returning	to	Washington,	D.C.	in	the	late	afternoon.	That	evening,	he	addressed	the	nation	from	the	Oval	Office,	promising	a	strong	response	to	the	attacks	but	emphasizing	the	need	for	the	nation	to	come	together	and	comfort	the	families	of	the
victims.	On	September	14,	he	visited	the	World	Trade	Center	site,	meeting	with	Mayor	Rudy	Giuliani	and	firefighters,	police	officers	and	volunteers.	In	a	moment	captured	by	press	and	media,	Bush	addressed	the	gathering	via	megaphone	from	atop	a	heap	of	rubble:"I	can	hear	you.	The	rest	of	the	world	hears	you.	And	the	people	who	knocked	these
buildings	down	will	hear	all	of	us	soon."In	a	September	20,	2001	speech,	President	Bush	condemned	Osama	bin	Laden	and	al	Qaeda,	and	issued	the	Taliban	regime	in	Afghanistan	an	ultimatum	to	"hand	over	the	terrorists,	or	share	in	their	fate."[48]	Thus	began	his	"War	on	Terrorism,"	a	comprehensive,	global	effort	to	eliminate	terrorists	and	the
regimes	that	sponsor	them.	As	part	of	the	War	and	to	prevent	another	attack	like	that	of	September	11,	Bush	tried	to	streamline	national	defense	by	combining	various	agencies	under	one	Cabinet	department	called	the	Office	of	Homeland	Security.	The	War	on	Terrorism,	or	the	War	on	"Terror"	as	it	is	commonly	referred	to	by	the	President,	has	also
included	military	incursions	into	Afghanistan	and	Iraq.Foreign	policyUnder	George	W.	Bush,	the	United	States	has	become	more	isolated	than	it	had	been	under	Clinton.	The	Bush	administration	withdrew	US	support	for	several	international	agreements,	including	the	Kyoto	Protocol,	the	International	Criminal	Court,	and	the	Anti-Ballistic	Missile
Treaty	(ABM)	with	Russia.	It	pursued	a	national	missile	defense	which	was	previously	barred	by	the	ABM	treaty	(but	was	never	ratified	by	Congress).[49]	In	his	2002	State	of	the	Union	address,	Bush	publicly	condemned	Kim	Jong-Il	of	North	Korea,	naming	North	Korea	one	of	three	states	(in	addition	to	Iraq	and	Iran)	in	an	"axis	of	evil,"	and	saying	that
"the	United	States	of	America	will	not	permit	the	world's	most	dangerous	regimes	to	threaten	us	with	the	world's	most	destructive	weapons."[50]	Within	months,	"both	countries	had	walked	away	from	their	respective	commitments	under	the	U.S.-DPRK	Agreed	Framework	of	October	1994."[51]	Bush	also	boldly	expressed	U.S.	support	for	the	defense
of	Taiwan	following	the	stand-off	in	March	2001	with	the	People's	Republic	of	China	over	the	crash	between	an	EP-3E	American	spyplane	and	a	Chinese	air	force	jet,	leading	to	the	detention	of	U.S.	personnel.	In	2003-2004,	Bush	authorized	U.S.	military	intervention	in	Haiti	and	Liberia	to	restore	order	and	oversee	a	transition	to	democracy.	In	the
Middle	East,	Bush	emphasized	a	"hands-off"	approach	to	the	conflict	between	Israel	and	the	Palestinians	in	wake	of	rising	violence	and	the	alleged	failure	of	the	Clinton	Administration's	efforts	to	negotiate.	Bush	denounced	Palestinian	leader	Yasser	Arafat	for	his	support	of	the	violence	and	militant	groups.	But	prompted	by	European	leaders,	he
became	the	first	American	President	to	embrace	a	two-state	solution	in	which	an	independent	Palestine	would	exist	side-by-side	with	Israel.	Bush	sponsored	dialogs	between	Israeli	Prime	Minister	Ariel	Sharon	and	Palestinian	Authority	President	Mahmoud	Abbas	but	continued	his	boycott	of	Arafat.	Bush	also	supported	Sharon's	unilateral
disengagement	plan,	and	lauded	the	democratic	elections	held	in	Palestine	following	Arafat's	death.	Philippine	President	Gloria	Macapagal-Arroyo	with	George	W.	Bush	inspects	the	Malacanang	Palace	Honor	Guards	during	the	latter's	eight-hour	State	Visit	to	the	Philippines	in	October	2003In	his	State	of	the	Union	Address	in	January	2003,	Bush
outlined	a	five-year	strategy	for	global	emergency	AIDS	relief,	the	President's	Emergency	Plan	For	AIDS	Relief,	supported	by	a	$15	billion	commitment$3	billion	per	year	for	five	yearsbut	requested	less	in	annual	budgets,	though	some	members	of	Congress	added	amendments	to	increase	the	requested	amounts.	The	emergency	relief	effort	is	led	by
U.S.	Ambassador	Randall	L.	Tobias,	former	CEO	of	Eli	Lilly	and	Global	AIDS	Coordinator	at	the	State	Department.	At	the	time	of	the	speech,	$9	billion	was	earmarked	for	new	programs	in	AIDS	relief	for	the	15	countries	most	affected	by	HIV/AIDS,	another	$5	billion	for	continuing	support	of	AIDS	relief	in	100	countries	where	the	U.S.	already	had
bilateral	programs	established,	and	an	additional	$1	billion	towards	the	Global	Fund	to	Fight	AIDS,	Tuberculosis	and	Malaria.	Controversially,	almost	one	quarter	of	the	$15	billion	went	to	religious	groups	that	tend	to	emphasize	sexual	abstinence	over	condom	use.[52]	This	budget	represented	more	money	contributed	to	fight	AIDS	globally	than	all
other	donor	countries	combined.Bush	condemned	the	attacks	by	militia	forces	on	the	people	of	Darfur,	and	denounced	the	killings	in	Sudan	as	genocide.[53]	Bush	said	that	an	international	peacekeeping	presence	was	critical	in	Darfur,	but	opposed	referring	the	situation	in	Darfur	to	the	International	Criminal	Court	in	the	Hague,	a	court	that	the
United	States	does	not	officially	recognize.Bush	began	his	second	term	with	an	emphasis	on	improving	strained	relations	with	European	nations.	He	appointed	long-time	advisor	and	media	consultant	Karen	Hughes	to	oversee	a	global	public	relations	campaign	to	improve	the	image	of	the	U.S.	and	significantly	increased	development	aid	to	countries
with	a	focus	on	encouraging	democracy	and	human	rights.	Bush	strongly	lauded	the	pro-democracy	struggles	in	Georgia	and	Ukraine	and	the	election	of	Mahmoud	Abbas	as	president	of	the	Palestinian	Authority.	He	led	international	pressure	against	Syria	to	withdraw	troops	from	Lebanon.	In	March	2006,	Bush	visited	India,	leading	to	renewed	ties
between	the	two	countries,	particularly	in	areas	of	nuclear	energy	and	counter-terrorism	cooperation.[54]Bilateral	relations	between	the	United	States	and	Germany	and	Canada	improved	following	the	election	of	relatively	conservative	governments	in	those	countries.	Midway	through	Bush's	second	term,	however,	many	analysts	observed	a	retreat
from	his	freedom	and	democracy	agenda,	highlighted	in	policy	changes	toward	some	oil-rich	former	Soviet	republics	in	central	Asia.[55]	Nursultan	Nazarbayev	of	Kazakhstan	and	Ilham	Aliyev	of	Azerbaijan,	both	undemocratically	elected	and	fiercely	autocratic,	received	official	state	visits	to	the	White	House	and	accepted	U.S.	offers	of	increased
economic	and	military	assistance.[56]	The	President	had	encouraged	both	leaders	to	hold	free	and	fair	elections	early	on	in	his	second	term,	but	in	fact	neither	leader	has	since	carried	out	significant	reforms.[57][58][59]	The	democratic	election	of	the	Hamas	organization	in	the	parliamentary	elections	of	the	Palestinian	Territories,	along	with
democratic	gains	in	legislatures	for	the	Muslim	Brotherhood	in	Egypt	and	Hezbollah	in	Lebanon,	all	of	whom	are	seen	as	terrorist	organizations	by	the	United	States,	also	contributed	to	a	far	less	aggressive	approach	to	democratic	reform	world-wide	from	the	Bush	administration.	Reports	in	late	2006	suggested	that	pro-Western-style	democracy
groups	across	the	Middle	East	had	become	"pessimistic	about	the	prospects	for	meaningful	reform."[60]North	KoreaThe	relationship	between	North	Korea	and	the	United	States	has	worsened	dramatically	under	the	Bush	Administration,	both	because	of	Bush's	insistence	on	including	North	Korea	as	part	of	the	"Axis	of	Evil"	and	because	of	North
Korea's	refusal	to	consistently	negotiate	in	multi-state	talks.	North	Korea's	October	9,	2006	detonation	of	a	nuclear	device	further	complicated	President	Bush's	foreign	policy,	which	centered	for	both	terms	of	his	presidency	on	"[preventing]	the	terrorists	and	regimes	who	seek	chemical,	biological	or	nuclear	weapons	from	threatening	the	United
States	and	the	world."[61]	President	Bush	condemned	North	Korea's	claims,	reaffirmed	his	commitment	to	"a	nuclear-free	Korean	Peninsula,"	and	stated	that	"transfer	of	nuclear	weapons	or	material	by	North	Korea	to	states	or	non-state	entities	would	be	considered	a	grave	threat	to	the	United	States,"	for	which	North	Korea	would	be	held
accountable.[62]AfghanistanIn	response	to	the	September	11	attacks,	in	October	2001,	U.S.	and	British	forces	invaded	Afghanistan	to	remove	the	Taliban	regime.	By	December	2001,	the	UN	had	organized	both	the	Bonn	agreement,	which	instated	the	Afghan	Interim	Authority	chaired	by	Hamid	Karzai,	and	the	International	Security	Assistance	Force,
to	secure	Afghanistan	as	a	pro-Western	democracy.	Since	that	time,	however,	the	Taliban	has	regrouped	and	has	mobilized	in	an	Iraqi-style	insurgency.IraqFollowing	the	overthrow	of	the	Taliban,	President	Bush	promoted	urgent	action	in	Iraq,	stating	that	Iraqi	President	Saddam	Hussein	possessed	weapons	of	mass	destruction	(WMD),	and	that	in	the
post-9/11	world	it	was	too	dangerous	to	allow	unstable	regimes	to	possess	weapons	that	could	"potentially	fall	into	the	hands	of	terrorists."	Bush	argued	that	Saddam,	through	his	continued	violation	of	the	UN	Cease	Fire	Agreement	and	UN	Security	Council	resolutions	was	a	threat	to	U.S.	security.	In	addition,	his	regime	was	destabilizing	the	Middle
East,	inflaming	the	Israeli-Palestinian	conflict,	and	financing	various	terrorist	organizations.	Central	Intelligence	Agency	reports	asserted	that	Saddam	Hussein	had	tried	to	acquire	nuclear	material,	had	not	properly	accounted	for	Iraqi	biological	weapons	and	chemical	weapons	material	in	violation	of	UN	sanctions,	and	that	some	Iraqi	missiles	had	a
range	greater	than	allowed	by	the	UN	sanctions.[63]Bush	urged	the	United	Nations	to	enforce	Iraqi	disarmament	mandates,	precipitating	a	diplomatic	crisis.	On	November	13,	2002,	under	UN	Security	Council	Resolution	1441,	Hans	Blix	and	Mohamed	ElBaradei	led	UN	weapons	inspectors	into	Iraq,	finding	no	real	evidence	of	any	WMD.	There	was
controversy	over	the	efficacy	of	inspections	and	lapses	in	Iraqi	compliance.	UN	inspection	teams	departed	Iraq	upon	U.S.	advisement	given	four	days	prior	to	the	U.S.	invasion,	despite	their	requests	for	more	time	to	complete	their	tasks.[64]	The	U.S.	initially	sought	a	UN	Security	Council	resolution	authorizing	the	use	of	military	force	pursuant	to
Chapter	VII	of	the	United	Nations	Charter.[65]	Upon	facing	vigorous	opposition	from	several	nations	(primarily	France	and	Germany),	however,	the	U.S.	dropped	the	bid	for	UN	approval	and	began	to	prepare	for	war;	Benjamin	Ferenccz,	a	former	chief	prosecutor	of	the	Nuremberg	Trials	argued	that	for	these	actions	Bush,	with	his	Administration,
could	be	prosecuted	for	war	crimes.[66]	Kofi	Annan,	Boutros	Boutros-Ghali,	as	well	as	leaders	of	several	nations	made	similar	statements,	implying	that	the	attack	constitutes	a	war	crime.[67]	The	war	effort	was	joined	by	more	than	20	other	nations	(most	notably	the	United	Kingdom)	who	were	designated	the	"Coalition	of	the	willing]]".[68]The
invasion	of	Iraq	commenced	on	March	20,	2003,	ostensibly	to	pre-empt	Iraqi	WMD	deployment	and	remove	Saddam	from	power,	and	was	completed	on	May	1	when	U.S.	forces	took	control	of	Baghdad.	The	success	of	U.S.	operations	increased	Bush's	popularity	for	a	time,	but	the	U.S.	forces	would	be	challenged	by	public	disorder,	as	well	as
increasing	insurgency	led	by	pro-Saddam	and	Islamist	groups.	The	Bush	Administration	was	assailed	in	subsequent	months	following	the	report	of	the	Iraq	Survey	Group,	which,	apart	from	a	few	stockpiles,	did	not	find	the	large	quantities	of	weapons	that	the	regime	was	believed	to	possess.	On	December	14,	2005,	while	discussing	the	WMD	issue,
Bush	stated	that	"It	is	true	that	much	of	the	intelligence	turned	out	to	be	wrong."[69]	Bush	nevertheless	remained	unwavering	when	asked	if	the	war	had	been	worth	it,	or	whether	he	would	have	made	the	same	decision	if	he	had	known	more.	U.S.	efforts	in	Iraq	became	the	centerpiece	of	Bush's	expressed	vision	to	promote	democracy	as	a	means	to
discourage	and	defeat	terrorists,	by	removing	radical	regimes	and	fostering	social	and	economic	development.	However,	a	2006	National	Intelligence	Estimate	(a	consensus	report	of	the	heads	of	16	U.S.	intelligence	agencies)	asserted	that	the	Iraq	war	had	increased	Islamic	radicalism	and	worsened	the	terror	threat.[70]	Bush	and	his	top	officials
have	continued	to	stress	the	need	to	"stay	the	course"	in	Iraq.	They	have	accused	critics,	mainly	Democrats	who	have	called	for	a	U.S.	troop	pullout	or	a	timetable	for	withdrawal,	of	advocating	a	policy	of	"cut-and-run".[71]Iraqi	elections	and	a	referendum	to	approve	a	constitution	were	held	in	January	and	December	2005.	Initial	media	reports	of	high
voter	turnout	were	overestimated[72],	and	were	later	estimated	at	less	than	50	percent.[73]	Since	then,	the	fighting	in	Iraq	has	escalated,	and	the	country	appeared	to	be	on	the	brink	of,	if	not	already	engaged	in,	civil	war.	Bush's	leadership	against	global	terrorism	and	in	the	war	in	Iraq	met	increasing	criticism,	with	increasing	demands	within	the
United	States	to	set	a	timetable	to	withdraw	troops	from	Iraq.	Sectarian	violence	and	political	deadlock	in	Iraq,	and	the	deaths	of	more	than	2,900	U.S.	soldiers,	increased	negative	impressions	of	Bush's	leadership	and	the	situation	in	Iraq.	Allegations	of	abuse	by	U.S.	troops	accompanied	calls	from	European	and	Asian	leaders	to	shut	down	detention
centers	in	Guantanamo	Bay	and	elsewhere.Bush	has	admitted	that	though	there	were	strategic	mistakes	made	in	regards	to	the	stability	of	Iraq,	he	would	not	change	the	overall	Iraq	strategy.[74]On	November	28,	2006,	facing	mounting	criticism	for	his	Iraq	war	policy,	Bush	told	the	NATO	Summit	2006	in	Latvia	that	"We'll	continue	to	be	flexible,	and
we'll	make	the	changes	necessary	to	succeed.	But	there's	one	thing	I'm	not	going	to	do:	I'm	not	going	to	pull	our	troops	off	the	battlefield	before	the	mission	is	complete."[75]Supreme	Court	AppointmentsGeorge	W.	Bush	appointed	the	following	Justices	to	the	Supreme	Court	of	the	United	States:John	Roberts	Jr.	confirmed	2005;	replaced	Chief	Justice
William	RehnquistSamuel	Alito	confirmed	2006;	replaced	Associate	Justice	Sandra	Day	O'ConnorControversy	and	further	detailsIn	2005,	after	Associate	Justice	Sandra	Day	O'Connor	announced	her	retirement,	Bush	nominated	friend	and	White	House	counsel	Harriet	Miers	to	replace	her.	Widespread	criticism	from	both	the	left	and	the	right	prompted
Miers	to	withdraw	her	name	from	consideration.	Bush	selected	John	Roberts,	Jr.	in	her	stead.	When	Chief	Justice	William	Rehnquist	died	in	September	2005,	Bush	shifted	Roberts'	nomination	to	replace	him	as	Chief	Justice,	thus	requiring	Justice	O'Connor	to	continue	to	serve	until	her	replacement	eventually	Samuel	Alitocould	be	found.Presidential
LibraryThe	George	W.	Bush	Presidential	Library,	the	nation's	thirteenth	presidential	library,	is	administered	by	the	National	Archives	and	Records	Administration	(NARA).	It	is	temporarily	located	in	Lewisville,	Texas.	The	permanent	Presidential	Center	will	be	located	on	the	campus	of	Southern	Methodist	University	(SMU)	in	Dallas,	Texas.Personal
Life	and	Religious	BeliefsIn	1977,	he	was	introduced	by	friends	to	Laura	Welch,	a	schoolteacher	and	librarian.	After	three	months	of	courting,	they	married	and	settled	in	Midland,	Texas.	Bush's	twin	daughters,	Jenna	and	Barbara,	were	born	in	1981.	Bush	also	left	his	family's	Episcopal	Church	to	join	his	wife's	Methodist	Church.	During	their	time	in
Dallas,	Bush	and	his	family	were	members	of	the	congregation	of	the	Highland	Park	United	Methodist	Church,	within	the	Dallas	greater	metropolitan	area.[76]Around	1986,	at	the	age	of	40,	under	pressure	from	his	wife,	Bush	quit	drinking	and	gave	up	the	"frat	boy"	lifestyle	that	he	had	been	living	since	college.	He	then	began	studying	the	Bible	and
Christian	philosophy,	and	participating	in	church	and	community	study	groups.	Following	a	personal	meeting	and	exchange	with	Reverend	Billy	Graham,	he	became	a	born-again	Christian.[11]	Bush	has	cited	his	faith	as	the	main	motivating	force	in	his	life,	leading	him	to	claim	that	God	called	him	to	the	presidency.George	W.	Bush	is	an	avid	jogger
and	the	first	president	to	have	run	a	marathon.	Before	campaigning	for	governor	of	Texas,	he	completed	the	1993	Houston	Marathon	in	3:44:52	for	a	pace	of	about	8:36/mile.	He	had	been	running	since	he	was	26,	and	before	taking	office,	ran	15	to	30	miles	a	week.[77]Notes	President	Bush's	address	to	joint	session	of	Congress	CNN.com,	September
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as	43rd	President	of	the	United	States	of	America	from	2001	to	2009.	As	Commander	in	Chief,	President	Bush	worked	to	expand	freedom,	opportunity,	and	security	at	home	and	abroad.	He	entered	office	with	a	robust	domestic	agenda.	His	first	initiative	as	President	was	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act,	a	bipartisan	measure	that	raised	standards	in
schools,	insisted	on	accountability	in	return	for	federal	dollars,	and	led	to	measurable	gains	in	achievement	especially	among	minority	students.	Faced	with	a	recession	when	he	took	office,	President	Bush	cut	taxes	for	every	federal	income	taxpayer,	which	helped	lead	to	an	unprecedented	52	straight	months	of	job	creation.	New	free	trade	agreements
enacted	by	the	Bush	Administration	opened	up	American	goods	and	services	to	new	markets	of	more	than	130	million	consumers.	Additionally,	President	Bush	worked	with	Congress	to	modernize	Medicare	with	a	prescription	drug	benefit	and	introduced	market	forces	to	the	healthcare	system	by	establishing	Health	Savings	Accounts.	The	Bush
Administration	also	focused	on	a	variety	of	environmental	issues,	including	efforts	to	reduce	emissions	and	create	the	worlds	largest	marine	protected	area.Following	the	terrorist	attacks	on	September	11,	2001,	President	Bush	responded	with	a	comprehensive	strategy	to	protect	the	American	people	and	wage	a	global	war	on	terror.	His
administration	built	global	coalitions	to	remove	violent	regimes	in	Afghanistan	and	Iraq	that	threatened	America,	liberating	more	than	50	million	people	from	tyranny.	Recognizing	that	liberty	and	hope	are	the	best	alternative	to	the	extremist	ideology	of	the	terrorists,	he	provided	unprecedented	American	support	for	young	democracies	and	dissidents
in	the	Middle	East,	Eastern	Europe,	Latin	America,	and	elsewhere.	President	Bush	also	launched	global	HIV/AIDS	and	malaria	initiatives	that	have	saved	millions	of	lives,	particularly	in	sub-Saharan	Africa.President	Bush	grew	up	in	Midland,	Texas,	as	the	eldest	son	of	Barbara	and	George	H.W.	Bush	later	the	41st	President	of	the	United	States.	He
received	a	bachelors	degree	in	history	from	Yale	University	and	a	masters	degree	in	business	administration	from	Harvard	Business	School.	President	Bush	also	served	as	a	pilot	in	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard.	Following	business	school,	he	returned	to	Midland	and	met	Laura	Welch.	They	were	married	in	1977.	After	working	in	the	energy	business	in
West	Texas	for	several	years,	President	Bush	moved	to	Dallas	and	joined	a	group	of	partners	that	purchased	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	franchise.	In	1995,	he	was	sworn	in	as	the	46th	Governor	of	Texas.After	the	Presidency,	President	and	Mrs.	Bush	founded	the	George	W.	Bush	Presidential	Center	in	Dallas,	Texas.	The	Bush	Center	is	home	to	the
George	W.	Bush	Presidential	Library	and	Museum	and	the	George	W.	Bush	Institute,	a	nonpartisan	public	policy	and	leadership	development	center	that	engages	communities	across	the	United	States	and	around	the	world	by	developing	leaders,	advancing	policy,	and	taking	action	to	solve	todays	most	pressing	challenges.President	Bush	is	the	author
of	four	bestselling	books:	Decision	Points	(2010),	41:	A	Portrait	of	My	Father	(2014),	Portraits	of	Courage:	A	Commander	in	Chiefs	Tribute	to	Americas	Warriors	(2017),	and	Out	of	Many,	One:	Portraits	of	Americas	Immigrants	(2021).He	and	Laura	are	the	parents	of	twin	daughters:	Barbara,	married	to	Craig	Coyne,	and	Jenna,	married	to	Henry	Hager.
are	also	the	proud	grandparents	of	Margaret	Laura	Mila,	Poppy	Louise,	and	Henry	Harold	Hal	Hager;	and	Cora	Georgia	and	Edward	Finn	Coyne.	The	Bush	family	also	includes	Bob	the	cat	and	Freddy	the	dog.	Your	summer	adventure	awaits	at	The	Bush	School.	We	are	excited	to	welcome	campers	for	a	range	of	summer	classes	and	camps	for	students
entering	Kindergarten	-	Grade	12.	Bush	summer	camps	are	open	to	the	greater	community,	welcoming	students	from	beyond	Bush	to	enjoy	summer	on	one	or	both	of	our	two	campuses	in	Seattle,	Washington	and	the	Methow	Valley	in	Mazama,	Washington.	List	of	5	items.	The	Blazers	Summer	Athletic	Camps	focus	on	teaching	and	developing
fundamental	technical	and	tactical	sports	skills	in	a	fun,	inclusive,	and	challenging	environment.	Participants	can	apply	their	experience	to	recreational,	club,	and	interscholastic	sports	teams.Our	experienced	and	qualified	coaches	use	age-appropriate	methods	to	teach	sport-specific	skills,	team	strategies,	and	the	mental	aspects	of	the	game,
including	teamwork,	leadership,	confidence,	and	fair	play.	In	line	with	the	Blazers	Athletic	philosophy,	coaches	encourage	campers	to	work	hard,	improve	various	aspects	of	their	game,	and	develop	a	love	for	the	sport.	Blazers	Athletic	Camps	are	open	to	athletes	of	all	experience	levels!While	some	camps	are	offered	separately	for	boys	and	girls,
students	of	all	gender	identities	are	welcome	to	participate.	The	Athletic	Department	is	committed	to	working	collaboratively	with	each	family	to	determine	the	best	options	for	each	student-athletes	journey.Dont	miss	this	years	new	offering	-	the	Speed,	Agility,	and	Quickness	Camp	(grades	6-12):	Designed	for	athletes	of	all	sports,	this	camp	focuses
on	improving	speed,	agility,	and	quickness	through	proper	technique	and	effective	training	methods.	Participants	will	develop	fundamental	movement	skills,	enhance	coordination,	and	build	explosive	power	in	a	fun	and	challenging	environment.	Whether	youre	looking	to	get	faster,	more	agile,	or	simply	improve	overall	athleticism,	this	camp	will	help
you	take	your	game	to	the	next	level!Lead	Instructor:	Mike	Barnes	(Girls	Varsity	Volleyball	Head	Coach)Dates:	Monday,	June	16-Friday,	June	20	(no	camps	on	Juneteenth:	Thursday,	June	19)Age:	Sixth	-	Eighth	GradeTime:	9:00	a.m.	-	12:00	p.m.Location:	The	Bush	School,	Schuchart	GymAll	campers	receive	a	camp	t-shirt	and	a	volleyballAthletic
Trainer	coverage	provided	throughout	the	campPlease	bring	indoor	volleyball	shoes,	a	water	bottle,	and	a	snackParticipants	need	to	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	Schuchart	GymSpeed,	Agility,	and	QuicknessCoached	by:	Track	&	Field	CoachesDates:	Monday,	June	16-Friday,	June	20	(no	camps	on	Juneteenth,	Thursday,	June	19)Age:	Sixth	-	Twelfth
GradeTime:	9:00	a.m.	-	12:00	p.m.Location:	The	Bush	School,	Turf	FieldAll	campers	receive	a	camp	t-shirtAthletic	Trainer	coverage	provided	throughout	the	campPlease	bring	running	shoes,	a	water	bottle,	and	a	snackParticipants	need	to	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	The	Bush	Schools	turf	fieldLead	Instructor:	Bea	Chang	(Girls	Varsity	Basketball
Head	Coach)Dates:	Monday,	June	16-Friday,	June	20	(no	camps	on	Juneteenth:	Thursday,	June	19)Age:	Sixth	-	Eighth	GradeLocation:	The	Bush	School,	Schuchart	GymAll	campers	receive	a	camp	shirt	and	a	basketballAthletic	Trainer	coverage	provided	throughout	the	campPlease	bring	indoor	basketball	shoes,	a	water	bottle,	and	a	snackParticipants
need	to	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	Schuchart	GymUltimate	Frisbee	(All	Genders)Lead	Instructor:	Max	Bommarito	(Boys	&	Girls	Varsity	Ultimate	Head	Coach)Dates:	Monday,	June	23	-	Thursday,	June	26Age:	Sixth	-	Twelfth	GradeTime*:	9:00	a.m.	-	3:30	p.m.Full	Day:	Grades	Sixth-Eighth:	9:00	a.m.-3:30	p.m.Half	Day	(Morning):	Grades	Sixth-
Eighth:	9:00	a.m.-NoonHalf	Day	(Morning):	Grades	Ninth-Twelfth:	9:00	a.m.-NoonHalf	Day	(Afternoon):	Grades	Sixth-Eighth:	12:30	a.m.-3:30	p.m.Location:	Genesee	Park	(Upper	Field)Cost:	$220	(Half	Day);	$415	(Full	Day)All	campers	receive	a	camp	shirt	and	a	discAthletic	Trainer	coverage	provided	throughout	the	campPlease	bring	cleats,	a	water
bottle,	a	snack	(half	day	camps)	/	packed	lunch	(full	day	camp),	and	sunscreenParticipants	need	to	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	Genesee	ParkA	shuttle	bus	will	be	available	for	participants	enrolled	in	the	morning	Ultimate	Camp	and	the	afternoon	Boys	Basketball	Camp,	providing	transportation	from	Genesee	Park	to	The	Bush	School.Lead
Instructor:	Marcelino	Dumpit	Jr	(Boys	&	Girls	Varsity	Soccer	Head	Coach)Dates:	Monday,	June	23	-	Thursday,	June	26Age:	Second	-	Fifth	GradeTime:	9:00	a.m.	-	12:00	p.m.Location:	Genesee	Park	(Upper	Field)All	campers	receive	a	camp	t-shirt	and	a	soccer	ballAthletic	Trainer	coverage	provided	throughout	the	campPlease	bring	soccer	cleats,	a
water	bottle,	sun	screen,	and	a	snackParticipants	need	to	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	Genesee	ParkLead	Instructor:	Ben	Scheffler	(Boys	Varsity	Basketball	Head	Coach)Dates:	Monday,	June	23	-	Thursday,	June	26Age:	Sixth	-	Eighth	GradeTime:	1:00	p.m.	-	4:00	p.m.Location:	The	Bush	School,	Schuchart	GymAll	campers	receive	a	camp	shirt	and	a
basketballAthletic	Trainer	coverage	provided	throughout	the	campPlease	bring	indoor	basketball	shoes,	a	water	bottle,	and	a	snackParticipants	need	to	be	dropped	off	and	picked	up	at	Schuchart	GymA	shuttle	bus	will	be	available	for	participants	enrolled	in	the	morning	Ultimate	Camp	and	the	afternoon	Boys	Basketball	Camp,	providing
transportation	from	Genesee	Park	to	The	Bush	School.	Writing	the	College	Essay,	Seattle	-	WAITLISTINGInstructors:	Kirsten	Sundberg	Lunstrum	(Week	1),	Melissa	Lanctot	&	Michelle	Naito-Lo	(Week	2)Dates:	Two	week-long	sessionsWeek	1:	Monday,	July	28	Friday,	August	1Week	2:	Monday,	August	11	Friday,	August	15Age:	For	rising	Twelfth	Grade
students	only#	of	Days:	Five	days	per	sessionTime:	10:00	a.m.	-	3:00	p.m.	(including	a	break	for	lunch)Location:	In-person	at	The	Bush	SchoolDescription:	This	one-week	course	for	rising	seniors	explores	the	writing	portions	of	the	college	application	process.	Writing	the	College	Essay	helps	students	craft	a	compelling	personal	narrative	of	who	they
are	and	how	they	want	to	present	themselves	to	colleges	with	both	joy	and	authenticity.By	the	end	of	the	course	you	will:Analyze	the	nuances	of	the	Common	Application	personal	essay	and	college	supplementsPractice	editing	your	own	and	others	work	for	topic,	form,	and	voiceComplete	an	edited	draft	of	the	Common	App	personal
statementBrainstorm	and	draft	at	least	one	college	supplementNote:	Students	must	bring	a	laptop	to	each	class	session	and	should	expect	to	write	both	in	class	and	at	home	throughout	the	week.	This	class	is	offered	three	times	in	July	and	August,	and	students	should	sign	up	for	one	week	only.	Please	note	that	financial	aid	for	this	course	is	available
to	current	Bush	students	who	receive	financial	aid	for	tuition.	Please	see	the	Financial	Aid	section	for	more	information.Dates:	Monday,	June	30	-	Friday,	July	25	(No	class	on	July	4)Age:	Ninth	through	Twelfth	Grade,	open	to	all	studentsTime:	9:00	a.m.	-	12:30	p.m.Location:	In-person	at	The	Bush	SchoolPrerequisite:	Students	who	have	completed
AlgebraDescription:	This	is	an	intensive	course	designed	to	present	the	major	topics	of	a	geometry	course	with	practice	problems	that	lead	to	fluency.	Emphasis	is	on	relationships	among	spatial	constructs,	algebraic	applications	and	using	deductive	reasoning	for	proof.	This	course	can	serve	as	a	students	comprehensive	study	of	geometry	at	the	high
school	level	or	prepare	students	for	a	more	in-depthexamination	of	a	full-year	geometry	class.	Enrollment	in	this	class	does	not	imply	placement	in	Algebra	II	in	the	coming	academic	year.	This	decision	is	made	through	a	placement	test	and	in	consultation	with	the	Department	Chair	at	the	conclusion	of	the	summer	course.Instructor:	Sara	PhelpsDates:
Monday,	June	30	-	Friday,	July	25	(No	class	on	July	4)Age:	Ninth	through	Twelfth	Grade,	open	to	all	studentsTime:	9:00	a.m.	-	12:30	p.m.Location:	In-person	at	The	Bush	SchoolPrerequisite:	Math	Analysis	or	equivalent	Pre-Calculus	courseDescription:	This	course	synthesizes	a	wide	array	of	previous	math	experiences.	Among	other	topics,	this	class
introduces	polar	and	parametric	equations,	vectors,	difference	equations,	and	logistic	functions.	Concepts	introduced	in	Math	Analysis	are	refined,	broadened,	and	extended.	Through	graphic,	numerical,	and	algebraic	points	of	view,	the	groundwork	is	laid	for	a	formal	development	of	rates	of	change	and	limits	of	infinite	sums.	Enrollment	in	this	class
does	not	imply	placement	in	Advanced	Calculus	in	the	coming	academic	year.	Enrollment	in	this	class	does	not	imply	placement	in	Introductory	Calculus	in	the	coming	academic	year.	This	decision	is	made	through	a	placement	test	and	in	consultation	with	the	Department	Chair	at	the	conclusion	of	the	summer	course.Dates:	July	28	-	August	8Age:
Ninth	and	Tenth	GradeLocation:	In-person	at	The	Bush	SchoolDescription:	The	transition	into	high	school	is	an	important	one.	This	class	will	help	students	manage	this	transition	by	preparing	them	to	write	at	a	high	school	level.	Students	in	the	Pre-Season	Writing	course	will	have	a	chance	to	brush	up	on	techniques	they	may	not	have	used	much
during	the	summer.	Drafting	and	gathering	feedback	on	writing	in	a	helpful	workshop	atmosphere	allows	students	to	combine	the	serious	purpose	of	building	stronger	skills	with	the	fun	of	working	together.	The	goal	is	to	have	students	enter	their	high	school	year	with	a	sharpened	sense	of	how	to	write	well	at	this	level.	This	course	focuses	on	three
areas	of	preparation:	approaching	writing	assignments,	generating	ideas,	and	reviewing	the	basics.Approaching	writing	assignments:	How	to	"receive"	an	assignment,	understand	what	is	being	asked,	break	it	down	into	manageable	chunks,	and	do	the	assignment	in	an	efficient,	timely,	and	effective	manner.Generating	ideas,	or	brainstorming:	How	to
develop	a	simple	idea	into	a	complex	nuanced	argument,	how	to	narrow	a	broad	idea	into	a	focused	topic,	and	how	to	write	a	strong	thesis	statement.Reviewing	the	basics:	writing	strong,	varied	sentences;	focused,	complete,	and	concise	paragraphs;	and	logical,	tightly	organized	essays.	Attention	will	be	given	to	grammar,	mechanics,	spelling,	and
vocabulary	in	context.Study	Skills	for	High	SchoolDates:	July	28	-	August	8Age:	Ninth	and	Tenth	GradeLocation:	In-person	at	The	Bush	SchoolDescription:	The	transition	to	high	school	is	a	time	of	tremendous	change.	This	course	is	designed	to	ease	the	transition	by	providing	students	with	the	study	skills	and	tools	necessary	to	manage	a	more
demanding	academic	load.	The	course	will	address	homework	habits,	planning,	time	management,	organization,	big	projects	and	tests,	mental	health,	self-reflection,	and	self-advocacy.Age:	Ninth	through	Twelfth	grade#	of	Days:	Sporadically	through	the	summerLocation:	In-person	at	The	Bush	SchoolDescription:	Are	you	interested	in	Robotics	Club
or	already	in	it?	Were	inviting	all	levels,	from	beginners	to	experienced	engineers	and	coders,	to	join	us	for	the	annual	summer	design/build	series.	Register	via	campbrain	to	show	your	interest,	and	we	will	send	out	emails	with	information	on	student-led	build	sessions	throughout	the	summer.Competitive	robotics	is	rapidly	gaining	popularity	in	the
Seattle	area.	Maintaining	Bush	Robotics	as	a	team	to	be	reckoned	with	depends	on	plenty	of	time	to	design	and	build	oh,	and	to	get	it	wrong,	too.	Iteration	and	testing	is	what	this	class	is	all	about.	Since	robotics	contests	start	early	in	the	fall,	lets	get	a	jump	on	your	designs.These	summer	workshops	are	about	your	ideas	and	ambitions.	The	Vex
Robotics	platform	has	become	ever	more	exciting	as	theyve	added	all	manner	of	sensors,	wheel	types,	and	pneumatic	pistons.	The	Bush	Robotics	team	has	a	history	of	thinking	differently	about	how	to	approach	each	game,	and	weve	built	an	inviting	creation	lab	for	whatever	you	can	scheme	up.Join	us	for	one	or	more	iterations	in	this	series	of
design/build	sessions.	Even	if	you	cant	make	all	of	them,	you	can	still	have	a	big	impact	on	the	final	robot	and	a	hand	in	elevating	Bush	Robotics.	Coding	for	Kids	-	Middle	School	PythonDates:	Monday,	July	28	-	Friday,	August	1Age:	Sixth	-	Eighth	Grade#	of	Days:	Five	days	per	sessionTime:	9:00	a.m.	-	12:00	p.m.Location:	The	Bush	SchoolRegister	here
via	BushLearn	MoreReady	to	learn	one	of	the	most	widely	used	programming	languages	in	the	world?	Then	this	is	the	class	to	sign	up	for.	Python	is	a	very	versatile	and	easy-to-learn	starter	language	that	is	widely	used	by	software	developers,	scientists	and	data	analysts,	from	medical	research	to	applications	at	NASA.	Through	the	games	they	create,
students	will	learn	and	practice	core	coding	concepts	and	learn	Python-specific	concepts	and	syntax.	Projects	range	from	trivia	quizzes	to	competitive	two-player	games	and	everything	in	between.	Students	will	gain	valuable	experience	with	key	concepts	such	as	data	structures	and	algorithms.	The	Bush	School	welcomes	back	Camp	Galileo	to	its
campus	this	summer	for	the	third	year	in	a	row!	Galileo	engages	every	kid	with	hands-on	projects	that	teach	design-thinking	and	problem-solving	skills,	all	wrapped	in	big	summer	fun.	Energetic,	inclusive	staff	and	world-class	curriculum	make	for	a	summer	kids	love.	Camp	Galileo	has	been	providing	decades	of	fun	for	campers	at	70+	locations	in
California,	D.C.,	Chicago,	and	Denver.	The	Bush	School	is	Camp	Galileos	first	Seattle	location.Summer	2025	InformationDates:	Monday,	June	23	to	Friday,	August	1(Six	Sessions)ENROLL	NOW	>>	Click	here	to	register	Summer	2025	InformationNew	this	year	for	our	Bush	Summer	Programs,	we	are	welcoming	Debate	Camp	for	two	sessions	held
Monday,	July	7	through	Friday,	July	18.	This	five-day	program	teaches	and	develops	student-skills	in	parliamentary	debate,	public	speaking,	and	global	awareness.	Individuals	work	in	teams	of	two	to	generate	ideas	in	support	of,	or	in	refutation	to	a	selection	of	debatable	topics	(new	each	day).	This	program	is	designed	for	students	entering	Fifth
through	Tenth	Grade	who	are	curious	about	debate	and	want	to	explore	something	new.	No	prior	experience	is	necessary.Click	here	to	enroll	today!	Financial	Aid	for	Summer	ProgramsThere	is	limited	financial	aid	available	for	Bush	Summer	Programs	upon	request	for	Bush	Upper	School	students	who	receive	financial	aid	for	tuition.	Director	of
Enrollment	Management	Adam	Choice	will	send	out	an	official	communication	to	families	who	receive	financial	aid	with	more	information	on	financial	aid	for	summer	programs.	For	more	information	on	financial	aid	coverage	for	Bush	Summer	Programs,	please	contact	Director	of	Enrollment	Management	Adam	Choice	at	adam.choice@bush.edu.
Politics,	Law	&	Government	World	Leaders	Presidents	&	Heads	of	States	George	W.	Bush	(born	July	6,	1946,	New	Haven,	Connecticut,	U.S.)	is	the	43rd	president	of	the	United	States	(200109),	who	led	his	countrys	response	to	the	September	11	terrorist	attacks	in	2001	and	initiated	the	Iraq	War	in	2003.	Narrowly	winning	the	electoral	college	vote	in
2000	over	Vice	Pres.	Al	Gore	in	one	of	the	closest	and	most-controversial	elections	in	American	history,	George	W.	Bush	became	the	first	person	since	Benjamin	Harrison	in	1888	to	be	elected	president	despite	having	lost	the	nationwide	popular	vote.	Before	his	election	as	president,	Bush	was	a	businessman	and	served	as	governor	of	Texas
(19952000).	Bush	was	the	eldest	of	six	children	of	George	H.W.	Bush,	who	served	as	the	41st	president	of	the	United	States	(198993),	and	Barbara	Bush.	His	paternal	grandfather,	Prescott	Bush,	was	a	U.S.	senator	from	Connecticut	(195263).	The	younger	Bush	grew	up	largely	in	Midland	and	Houston,	Texas.	From	1961	to	1964	he	attended	Phillips
Academy	in	Andover,	Massachusetts,	the	boarding	school	from	which	his	father	had	graduated.	He	received	a	bachelors	degree	in	history	from	Yale	University,	his	fathers	and	grandfathers	alma	mater,	in	1968.	Bush	was	president	of	his	fraternity	and,	like	his	father,	a	member	of	Yales	secretive	Skull	and	Bones	society;	unlike	his	father,	he	was	only
an	average	student	and	did	not	excel	in	athletics.	In	May	1968,	two	weeks	before	his	graduation	from	Yale	and	the	expiration	of	his	student	draft	deferment,	Bush	applied	as	a	pilot	trainee	in	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard,	whose	members	were	less	likely	than	regular	soldiers	to	fight	in	the	Vietnam	War.	Commissioned	a	second	lieutenant	in	July	1968,
he	became	a	certified	fighter	pilot	in	June	1970.	In	the	fall	of	1970,	he	applied	for	admission	to	the	University	of	Texas	law	school	but	was	rejected.	Although	Bush	apparently	missed	at	least	eight	months	of	duty	between	May	1972	and	May	1973,	he	was	granted	an	early	discharge	so	that	he	could	start	Harvard	Business	School	in	the	fall	of	1973.	His
spotty	military	record	resurfaced	as	a	campaign	issue	in	both	the	2000	and	2004	presidential	elections.	After	receiving	an	M.B.A.	from	Harvard	in	1975,	Bush	returned	to	Midland,	where	he	began	working	for	a	Bush	family	friend,	an	oil	and	gas	attorney,	and	later	started	his	own	oil	and	gas	firm.	He	married	Laura	Welch,	a	teacher	and	librarian,	in
Midland	in	1977.	After	an	unsuccessful	run	for	Congress	in	1978,	Bush	devoted	himself	to	building	his	business.	With	help	from	his	uncle,	who	was	then	raising	funds	for	Bushs	fathers	campaign	for	the	Republican	presidential	nomination,	Bush	was	able	to	attract	numerous	prominent	investors.	The	company	struggled	through	the	early	1980s	until
the	eventual	collapse	of	oil	prices	in	1986,	when	it	was	purchased	by	the	Harken	Energy	Corporation.	Bush	received	Harken	stock,	a	job	as	a	consultant	to	the	company,	and	a	seat	on	the	companys	board	of	directors.	In	the	same	year,	shortly	after	his	40th	birthday,	Bush	gave	up	drinking	alcohol.	I	realized,	he	later	explained,	that	alcohol	was
beginning	to	crowd	out	my	energies	and	could	crowd,	eventually,	my	affections	for	other	people.	His	decision	was	partly	the	result	of	a	self-described	spiritual	awakening	and	a	strengthening	of	his	Christian	faith	that	had	begun	the	previous	year,	after	a	conversation	with	the	Rev.	Billy	Graham,	a	Bush	family	friend.	U.S.	Presidents	and	Their	Years	in
Office	Quiz	After	the	sale	of	his	company,	Bush	spent	18	months	in	Washington,	D.C.,	working	as	an	adviser	and	speechwriter	in	his	fathers	presidential	campaign.	Following	the	election	in	1988,	he	moved	to	Dallas,	where	he	and	a	former	business	partner	organized	a	group	of	investors	to	purchase	the	Texas	Rangers	professional	baseball	team.
Although	Bushs	investment,	which	he	made	with	a	loan	he	obtained	by	using	his	Harken	stock	as	collateral,	was	relatively	small,	his	role	as	managing	partner	of	the	team	brought	him	much	exposure	in	the	media	and	earned	him	a	reputation	as	a	successful	businessman.	When	Bushs	partnership	sold	the	team	in	1998,	Bush	received	nearly	$15
million.	On	July	10,	Colleen	Goggin,	a	recent	graduate	of	the	Master	of	International	Affairs	program	at	the	Bush	School	of	Government	&	Public	Service	at...	En	Espaol	George	W.	Bush	is	the	43rd	President	of	the	United	States.	He	was	sworn	into	office	on	January	20,	2001,	re-elected	on	November	2,	2004,	and	sworn	in	for	a	second	term	on	January
20,	2005.	Prior	to	his	Presidency,	President	Bush	served	for	6	years	as	the	46th	Governor	of	the	State	of	Texas,	where	he	earned	a	reputation	for	bipartisanship	and	as	a	compassionate	conservative	who	shaped	public	policy	based	on	the	principles	of	limited	government,	personal	responsibility,	strong	families,	and	local	control.President	Bush	was
born	on	July	6,	1946,	in	New	Haven,	Connecticut,	and	grew	up	in	Midland	and	Houston,	Texas.	He	received	a	bachelors	degree	in	history	from	Yale	University	in	1968,	and	then	served	as	an	F-102	fighter	pilot	in	the	Texas	Air	National	Guard.	President	Bush	received	a	Master	of	Business	Administration	from	Harvard	Business	School	in	1975.
Following	graduation,	he	moved	back	to	Midland	and	began	a	career	in	the	energy	business.	After	working	on	his	fathers	successful	1988	Presidential	campaign,	President	Bush	assembled	the	group	of	partners	who	purchased	the	Texas	Rangers	baseball	franchise	in	1989.	On	November	8,	1994,	President	Bush	was	elected	Governor	of	Texas.	He
became	the	first	Governor	in	Texas	history	to	be	elected	to	consecutive	4-year	terms	when	he	was	re-elected	on	November	3,	1998.	Since	becoming	President	of	the	United	States	in	2001,	President	Bush	has	worked	with	the	Congress	to	create	an	ownership	society	and	build	a	future	of	security,	prosperity,	and	opportunity	for	all	Americans.	He
signed	into	law	tax	relief	that	helps	workers	keep	more	of	their	hard-earned	money,	as	well	as	the	most	comprehensive	education	reforms	in	a	generation,	the	No	Child	Left	Behind	Act	of	2001.	This	legislation	is	ushering	in	a	new	era	of	accountability,	flexibility,	local	control,	and	more	choices	for	parents,	affirming	our	Nations	fundamental	belief	in
the	promise	of	every	child.	President	Bush	has	also	worked	to	improve	healthcare	and	modernize	Medicare,	providing	the	first-ever	prescription	drug	benefit	for	seniors;	increase	homeownership,	especially	among	minorities;	conserve	our	environment;	and	increase	military	strength,	pay,	and	benefits.	Because	President	Bush	believes	the	strength	of
America	lies	in	the	hearts	and	souls	of	our	citizens,	he	has	supported	programs	that	encourage	individuals	to	help	their	neighbors	in	need.	On	the	morning	of	September	11,	2001,	terrorists	attacked	our	Nation.	Since	then,	President	Bush	has	taken	unprecedented	steps	to	protect	our	homeland	and	create	a	world	free	from	terror.	He	is	grateful	for	the
service	and	sacrifice	of	our	brave	men	and	women	in	uniform	and	their	families.	The	President	is	confident	that	by	helping	build	free	and	prosperous	societies,	our	Nation	and	our	friends	and	allies	will	succeed	in	making	America	more	secure	and	the	world	more	peaceful.	President	Bush	is	married	to	Laura	Welch	Bush,	a	former	teacher	and	librarian,
and	they	have	twin	daughters,	Barbara	and	Jenna.	The	Bush	familyalso	includes	two	dogs,	Barney	and	Miss	Beazley,	and	a	cat,	Willie.	En	Espaol	

Bush	v7sdb	tumble	dryer	reset	button.	Bush	tdv6b	tumble	dryer	reset	button.	Bush	v6sdw	tumble	dryer	manual.	How	to	reset	bush	tumble	dryer.	Bush	tumble	dryer	reset	button.
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