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The "Perfekt" is the most used past tense in German. The "Perfekt" is used in spoken and non-formal written language with non-modal verbs. Use of the "Perfekt"The "Perfekt" is the most used verb tense for referring to past actions in German. It is used for 3 situations:To refer to a past action without any relation to the presentTheory says that, for a
past action without any relation to the present, the Prateritum should be used. In practice, however, this is only true for the written language and modal verbs. The Perfekt is used in the spoken language (or in non-formal written language) with non-modal verbs. Perfekt is used more in southern German and Prateritum is used more often in northern
Germany.Er hat gestern Fulsball gespielt He played soccer yesterdayTo refer to a past action that continues in the presentlf the action continues in the present, the use of the Perfekt is mandatory.Wir sind nach Spanien gereist We travelled to Spain (and we still are there)To refer to an action that will be completed in the futureTo give "Perfekt" this
connotation of being in the future, it is necessary to add a temporal particle that indicates the future. This may seem a bit odd to you.Ich habe es nachste Woche geschafft I'll have it done next weekConjugating the "Perfekt"The conjugation of the "Perfekt" is easy enough. It is constructed with the verb "sein" or "haben" in the present indicative +
"Partizip II" of the verb.Ich habe ein Bild gemalt I have painted/ I painted a pictureSie ist schon angekommen She has already arrived / She arrived alreadyWhen to use the auxiliary verbs "haben" and "sein"- "Sein" is only used as an auxiliary verb:For the verbs "sein", "passieren", "bleiben", "werden".For intransitive verbs and non-reflexive verbs that
indicate movement or a change in state such as: rennen (to run), springen (to jump), laufen (to walk), fallen (to fall), gehen (to walk), sterben (to die), schmelzen (to melt), etc.- The auxiliary verb "haben" is used in all other cases.- There are some verbs that can be transitive or intransitive depending on the sentence which is why they will sometimes
have sein or haben as auxiliary verbs. Examples that we have are:fahren (to drive), biegen (to turn), verderben (to spoil), brechen (to break), fliegen (to fly), treten (to step on, to go), schneiden (to separate, to cut), reiten (to ride).How Partizip II is constructedIt depends on what type of verb you are dealing with:Regular verbs without a prefixge -
(VERB STEM) -(e)t InfinitivPartizip IIMeaningkauf-enge-kauf-tto buyregn-enge-regn-e-tto rainAn "-e-" between the stem and the final "-t" is added with some verbs (for more details, see the present indicative)Regular verbs with a separable prefix(SEPARABLE PREFIX) - ge - (VERB STEM) -(e)t InfinitivPartizip IIMeaningauf-rund-enauf-ge-rund-e-tto
round upein-kauf-enein-ge-kauf-tto go shoppingRegular verbs with inseparable prefix(INSEPARABLE PREFIX) - (VERB STEM) -(e)t InfinitivPartizip I[IMeaningbe-nutz-enbe-nutz-tto useent-wickel-nent-wickel-tto developVerbs ending with "-ieren"(VERB STEM) -t InfinitivPartizip [IMeaningstudier-enstudier-tto study (at the University)rotier-enrotier-tto
rotatelrregular verbsMany of the irregular verbs follow the construction:ge - (VERB STEM) -(e)nExample:InfinitivPartizip IIMeaningbackengebackento bakebratengebratento fryfahrengefahrento drivefallengefallento fallfangengefangento catchBut, unfortunately, most irregular verbs do not follow any easy rule to learn:Examples:InfinitivPartizip
IIMeaninghabengehabtto havewerdengewordento becomewissengewusstto know verlierenverlorento loseThis link has most of the irregular verbs' participles in German.The passive voice of the PerfektThe construction of the passive voice in the "Perfekt" consists of:[sein conjugated in the present] + PARTIZIP II + worden. As a reminder: "Worden" is
the Partizip II of the verb "werden" when it acts as an auxiliary verb.If the sentence in the active voice in the "Perfekt" is: He has read a bookEr hat ein Buch gelesenThe equivalent sentence in the passive voice would be:The book has been read by himDas Buch ist von ihm gelesen wordenWith modal verbs it is much more common to use the
"Prateritum" than the "Perfekt" to indicate the past.If the modal verb is accompanied by another verb (99% of the cases), the structure is:Verb haben + THE INFINITIVE OF THE FULL VERB + THE INFINITIVE OF THE MODAL VERBEr hat nicht fliegen wollen He hasn't wanted to fly / He didn't want to flyIf there is no full verb, the structure isVerb
haben + PARTIZIP II OF THE MODAL VERBEr hat nicht gewollt He didn't want to / He hasn't wanted to In German, there are two different tenses we can use to talk about the past: the Simple Past Tense and the Perfect Tense.Both of them are used to express that something happened in the past and is completed. So how should we decide which one
to use?In informal language (spoken and written), we almost always use the perfect tense (there are a few exceptions, which I'll explain below). In formal writing we use the simple past.Examples:,Der Junge hat FulSball gespielt.” ,Er hat Urlaub gemacht.” ,Wir sind heute mit dem Zug gefahren.“The perfect tense is made with ,haben” or ,sein”
(conjugated) as a helping verb and the past participle. Whether we use ,haben” or ,sein” depends on the main verb. Some verbs require you to use ,haben” while others require , sein“.For movement/change of location (of the subject):fahren = ,Ich bin Bus gefahren.“gehen = ,Du bist nach Hause gegangen.“There must be movement from point A to
point B.For a change of condition or state (of the subject):sterben = ,Erist vor 3 Jahren gestorben.”“= changing from alive to deadeinschlafen = ,, Du bist zeitig eingeschlafen.”“= changing from awake to asleepNote: for both of these use cases, it depends on if the subject moves / changes. If I throw a ball, the ball changes it's location but I (the
subject) do not. So it doesn't fit these criteria for using , sein”“.With specific verbs:The verbs ,sein”, ,werden” and ,bleiben” always use the helping verb ,sein”., Ich bin in Deutschland gewesen.”, Wir sind zu Hause geblieben.“When do we use ,haben” as the auxiliary verb?We use , haben" to form the perfect for all verbs that don't use ,sein“.And for
ALL reflexive verbs, even if they involve a condition, status, or location change, Sie hat Essen gekocht.”,Er hat sich auf den Film gefreut.”,Max hat sich in Anna verliebt.“ge + Verb stem + -(e)tExample:machen = gemachtarbeiten = gearbeitet (Verb stem on d/t)Exception:Verb stem on -ieren do not get a ,,ge“organisieren =
organisiertlrregular/Strong Verbs (Present Tense conjugation)ge + Verb stem + -enExample: fahren = gefahrenschlafen = geschlafenThe categorization regular and irregular verbs refers to the conjugation of the verb in the Present Tense. The formation of the participle 2 is 100% regular in these two forms. Recommendation: Formation of
the Past Participle (Partizip 2)If you're still having trouble forming the participle 2, here's another entire lesson just on that topic. I explain in detail when to use the ending ,-t“ and when to use ,-en”“, which Verbs are irregular, and what happens with Separable and Inseparable verbs: The Past Participle (Partizip 2) The helping verb is conjugated and
therefore goes in position 2 if it's a main clause (or position 1 for a yes/no-question). The past participle of the main verb goes at the end of the sentence.For subordinate clauses, the conjugated verb goes last, and the past participle goes second-to-last. Special offer: 5 Ebooks for Free!Do you like EasyDeutsch? When you buy my Ebooks, you get
exercises and even more simple, easy-to-understand explanations, and you also actively support me. Right now there is an offer where you get all 10 EasyDeutsch ebooks for the price of 5 ebooks! Get my ebooks today at a special price: Yes, I want the ebooks and over 100 bonus lessons! For actions in the past that have been completed, we use either
the perfect or the simple past. The meaning is the same, but we use them in different situations.Spoken Language: We always use the perfect when speaking, except for modal verbs (wollen, mochten, konnen, mussen, dirfen), "sein" and "haben."Written Language: For formal written language (literature, official letters, etc.), we always use the simple
past.On Facebook & other social media: When communicating with our friends and family on Facebook or other social media, we use the perfect tense, because it's kind of like having a conversation.There are some regional differences with their use as well. In general, the farther north you go, the more the simple past is used. But even in the north,
that's changing - they are using the perfect tense more and more.And in Swiss German, the simple past doesn't even exist! But don't try avoiding the simple past completely - it's possible to use modal verbs and subordinate clauses in the perfect tense, but it's super difficult and confusing! Interesting Fact:Whether more or less perfect tense is used
also depends on the region. Basically, the further north, the more Past Tense is used. But this is also decreasing! The perfect tense is becoming more and more prevalent in the north as well.In Swiss German, for example, the Past Tense (Prateritum) does not exist at all! But you shouldn't take this as an example, because if you don't use the Modal
Verbs ,sein” (to be) and ,haben” (to have) in the Past Tense, you only make your life unnecessarily difficult in Subordinate clauses! 1. Get instant answers to all your German grammar questions Gramato helps you with all your German grammar questions - fast, to the point, and always based on the trusted content from . 2. Your smart grammar
partner - practice German with the Gramato Gramato offers fill-in-the-blank exercises on a variety of grammar topics, tailored to your level so you can practice exactly what you need. 3. Multilingual grammar support - explanations in any language you need! Get answers in multiple languages - German, English, Spanish, French, and more. That way,
you can understand grammar in the language you feel most comfortable with. 4. Short and easy-to-understand grammar tips Clear and simple grammar explanations - so you can learn faster and smarter with Gramato. 5. Get help whenever you need it - 24/7 availability Ask your questions or practice anytime with Gramato - no wait, just results! The
perfect tense, also called present perfect (Perfekt), is a past tense. We use it to speak about actions completed in the recent past. In spoken German, the perfect tense is often used instead of the past tense. We can translate the perfect tense using the English simple past tense. Master the rules of conjugation for the perfect tense on Lingolia and get
tips on when and how to use it. Learn to conjugate irregular German verbs and test your knowledge in the exercises. We use the German perfect tense to express: a completed action in the past with the focus on the result of the action. Example: Gestern hat Michael sein Buro aufgeraumt.Yesterday Michael cleaned his office. Result: the office is clean
now Er hat sich vorgenommen, jetzt immer so ordentlich zu sein.He has decided to always be this organised now. Result: he doesn’t want to be so disorganised anymore an action that will be completed by a certain point in the future. Example: Bis nachste Woche hat er das bestimmt wieder vergessen.By next week he’ll surely have forgotten this
again. The point in the future must be specifically designated, otherwise we use the future perfect. To conjugate verbs in the perfect tense we need the present tense form of sein/haben and the past participle (Partizip II). haben vs. sein The verbs haben and sein are used as auxiliary or helping verbs in the perfect. Sometimes it can be difficult to know
which verb to use. Luckily, there are a few rules for the usage of haben and sein in the German perfect tense. We use haben to conjugate the perfect with: verbs that take an accusative object Example: Michael hat das Biiro aufgeraumt.etwas aufraumen: to tidy somethingMichael has tidied the office verbs without an accusative object that don’t
express a change of state or place Example: Er hat aufgeraumt.aufraumen: to tidy upHe has tidied up. reflexive verbs Example: Das Biro hat sich verandert.sich verandern: to changeThe office has changed. We use sein to conjugate the perfect with: verbs of movement that don’t take an accusative object: gehen, laufen, fahren, fallen, fliegen,
kommen, reisen, stolpern, stiirzen Example: Alle Kollegen sind in sein Biiro gekommen.All his colleagues have come into his office. verbs that express a change of state: aufwachen/erwachen, einschlafen, gefrieren, tauen, sterbn, zerfallen Example: Michaels Ordungsliebe ist erwacht.Michael’s tidiness has been awoken. the following verbs: bleiben,
geschehen, gelingen, misslingen, sein, werden Example: Was ist mit Michael geschehen?What has happened to Michael? Past Participle The past participle (Partizip II) is formed in the following ways: Regular Verbs also known as weak verbs (schwache Verben) form the past participle with ge...t and the verb stem. Example: lernen - gelernt Irregular
verbs are verbs that change their verb stem in simple past and/or the participle form (see list of irregular verb). There are two kinds of irregular verbs in German grammar: strong verbs (starke Verben) and mixed verbs (gemischte Verben). Strong Verbs form the past particple with mit ge...en. Example: sehen - gesehen (sehen-sah-gesehen)gehen -
gegangen (gehen-ging-gegangen) Mixed Verbs form the past participle with ge...t. Example: haben - gehabt (haben-hatte-gehabt)bringen - gebracht (bringen-brachte-gebracht) Exceptions We add an -et to weak/mixed verbs when the word stem ends in d/t. Example: warten - gewartetto wait - waited Verbs that end in -ieren form their past participle
without ge. Example: studieren - studiertto study - studied Inseparable verbs form the past participle without ge. Example: verstehen - verstandento understand - understood For separable verbs, the ge comes after the prefix. Example: ankommen - angekommento arrive - arrived Improve your German with Lingolia. Each grammar topic comes with
one free exercise where you can review the basics, as well as many more Lingolia Plus exercises where you can practise according to your level. Check your understanding by hovering over the info bubbles for simple explanations and handy tips. Perfekt - Partizip, schwache Verben (1) A1 Perfekt - Partizip, schwache Verben (2) A1 Perfekt -
Partizip, schwache Verben (3) A1 Perfekt - haben + schwache Verben A1 Perfekt - haben + Verben auf -ieren A1 Perfekt - Partizip, starke Verben (1) A1 Perfekt - Partizip, starke Verben (2) A1 Perfekt - haben/sein (1) A1 Perfekt - Bildung mit haben/sein, schwache Verben (1) A1 Perfekt - Bildung mit haben/sein, alles (1) A1 Perfekt - haben
+ schwache Verben (trennbar/nicht trennbar) A2 Perfekt - schwache Verben (alles) A2 Perfekt - starke und gemischte Verben 1 A2 Perfekt - starke und gemischte Verben 2 A2 Perfekt - Bildung mit sein A2 Perfekt - haben/sein (2) A2 Perfekt - haben/sein (3) A2 Perfekt - haben/sein (4) A2 Perfekt - Bildung mit haben/sein, schwache Verben
(2) A2 Perfekt - Bildung mit haben/sein, starke/gemischte Verben A2 Perfekt - Bildung mit haben/sein, alles (2) A2 Perfekt - Bildung mit haben/sein, alles (3) A2 Perfekt - Verwendung, abgeschlossene Handlungen (Gegenwart) A2 Perfekt - Verwendung, abgeschlossene Handlungen (Zukunft) A2 Gapfill Multiple choice Drag-and-drop Mixed Once
you know a verb’s participle, the Perfekt is formed by adding it to the present tense of haben or sein: haben: sein: Ich habe gelacht.l laughed. Du bist aber gewachsen!Have you ever grown! Es hat funktioniert.It worked. Wir sind wieder zu Hause angekommen.We arrived back home. Habt ihr gegessen?Have you (guys) eaten? Sind sie da geblieben?
Did they stay there? Your first instinct will be to translate every Perfekt statement in German with the perfect tense in English: "I have laughed," "It has worked," etc. But as you can see above, the most natural translation is usually the simple past (preterite) tense. There is effectively no connection between the Prateritum/Perfekt distinction in
modern German, which is mainly a written/spoken one, and the preterite/perfect distinction in English, which is about the relationship between past and present (see the next section for much more on this). Most verbs take haben, but some of the ones that take sein are pretty common. In general, sein is for verbs showing a change of location
(movement) or a change of state/condition (transformation). For example: movement: gehen - to go kommen - to come laufen - to walk, run change of state: sterben - to die wachsen - to grow genesen - to recover, convalesce There are some regional differences; generally, as you go further South you'll hear more verbs used with sein. For example, in
Bavaria it's more common to say ich bin gesessen (I was sitting) but in the rest of Germany it's ich habe gesessen. Verbs that take sein are always intransitive, which means that they don't take a direct (accusative) object. Unfortunately, many intransitive verbs also take haben, like schlafen (to sleep) or starren (to stare), so this rule doesn't work in the
other direction. In the rare cases where a sein verb is used with a direct object, it takes haben instead: intransitive (sein):Ich bin in die Stadt gefahren.I drove into the city. transitive (haben):Ich habe meine Schwester in die Stadt gefahren.I drove my sister into the city. However, it’s more common for verbs to have a transitive variant: one example
that still has the shift in English is fallen (with sein, as in "a tree falls") vs. fallen (with haben, as in "to fell a tree"). Another is liegen/legen, which corresponds to the English "lie/lay." With pairs like these in German, the transitive verb (with haben) tends to be weak, while the intransitive verb (with sein) is strong. The Plusquamperfekt is used for an
event that had already occurred before some other point in the past. It’s the same as the Perfekt, only it uses the past tense (Prateritum) of haben/sein instead of the present tense: Es hatte bereits angefangen zu regnen, als Stefan nach Hause kam. It had already started to rain when Stefan came home. Wir waren bis zur Bricke gekommen, bevor uns
einfiel, dass wir unser Geld vergessen hatten. We had come to the bridge before it occurred to us that we had forgotten our money. Damals hatten wir noch nie ein echtes Schloss gesehen. At the time, we had never seen a real castle before. One of the more complex aspects of the perfect tenses in German is what to do when there are multiple verbs
in a dependent clause. Generally, German does not allow two adjacent past participles in the same clause. Instead, both become infinitives. (There is an exception to this, termed the Ultra-Perfekt by some, but it’s regional and very non-standard usage.) And when such a bundle of verbs gets grouped together at the end of a dependent clause, the
conjugated auxiliary verb goes before the infinitive forms, not after them. Ich habe es gemacht. (I did it.) Ich musste es machen. (I had to do it.) Ich habe es machen miissen. (I had to do it.) Weilst du, bis wann er es hatte machen missen? (Do you know by when he had to have done it?) In the following minutes, I will guide you through the German
Perfect tense in an unusual literary way. Forget grammar as you know it, welcome her as your new friend.As the title suggests I will not start with Adam & Eve but jump (almost) right to its use, because useful it is indeed.When I studied English in school, I suffered from bad teaching. Things were merely presented but rarely explained. Explaining
things doesn’t necessarily mean to tell why they are the way they are, but rather aims to unfold their logic, their beauty.As we are using language every day and as it is one of the core aspects of civilization, it is ridiculous to assume that language and with it grammar is senseless and unexplainable. “You just have to learn it!” is what I‘'ve heard too
many times.These times are over. Everything follows some logic or can be learned in a much more efficient way than most of you know. Follow me and I will show you a beautiful garden of Eden. Welcome back to Paradise.The German Perfekt-tense seems to compete against its fellow the Prateritum tense.Concluding from your English learning
experience, and maybe even French language tortures, you might be tempted to think that there is a complex system behind these two, explaining in ridiculous detail when to use which. You couldn‘t be more wrong.Let me reveal the secret to you, when to use the Prateritum and when the Perfekt:Perfekt is used whenever we speak, Prateritum
whenever we write.der Schadel - the skull / Image via PixabayThat’s it. No double bottom.Yet I feel urged to explain a bit more in detail. “Speaking” can also mean that someone is writing in so-called “direct speech”, a dialogue e.g.; addressing someone directly in a letter usually is done in Perfekt-tense.The Prateritum is used for certain verbs that
are listed below even if they are spoken (or in written dialogues, see above). These are:sein — warhaben — hattekonnen — konntesollen — solltewollen — wolltemiissen — musstediirfen — durftemogen — mochteThere are Perfekt forms of these words and they are also fine to be used. Although this is mainly a matter of dialects, you would be perfectly
understood and still sound proper.Even the people from Lower-Saxony, whose German is considered to be High-German, would ask “Wo bist Du gewesen?” as well as “Wo warst Du?“.So is there really no difference in using any of these two tenses? Well, to be honest, there is absolutely no significant difference. If there is one, it must be so
insignificant that it would only confuse you and not improve your German at all!The initial intention was to show you when to use the Perfekt with “haben” and when with “sein”“. And you might have already heard some kinds of rules like these:“Those verbs that use “sein” must satisfy two conditions: 1) they must be intransitive verbs; 2) they must
indicate a change of position or of condition. In the example “Wir sind nach Hause gegangen,” the verb “gehen” 1) takes no direct object and 2) describes motion from one place to another.” [source known to the author]After “intransi...” my brain took a walk. Then the author also gives some examples of exceptions that are totally confusing. Let's take
a clearer look at this...The rule that those verbs who indicate a change of position use “sein” is a bit helpful as most of the “sein“-verbs are verbs of movement. But there are some illogical exceptions like e.g. dancing, sitting down (but not standing up), lying down (but getting up ), turning around and a few more that do not use “sein”. Also some verbs
can use both “haben” and “sein”.It depends on if you use an object yourself. For example, “Ich bin mit dem Flugzeug geflogen.” [I have flown in an airplane] but “Ich habe das Flugzeug geflogen.” [I flew the airplane (myself).]These examples show that this matter is not too clear, therefore it would make sense to just learn those special sein-verbs by
heart and be done with it for good.Take a look at this almost complete list of those verbs that use sein. Don‘t you think that’'s manageable? But afterwards let me tell you a little story in which you follow me on a trip through Europe on the lookout for the essence of being.“Movement from A to B”gehen,laufen,rennen,
joggen,wandernklettern,fallen,steigen,fahren,reisenfliegen, reiten, umziehen,fliechen,gleitenkommen,springen,kriechen,aufstehen,sinkenschleichen,eintreten,schwimmen,einbrechen,rutschen“Other”geschehen,einschlafen,wachsen,sterben,aufwachenpassieren,bleiben,werden,sein,verderbenThese are 35 verbs only (not complete). From these even
more verbs with “sein” can be derived with the help of prefixes. E.g. as the infinitive “gehen” uses “sein”, its derivates with the prefixes:an-ab-auf-unter-aus-ein-mit-nach-zu-durch-um-vor-zer-ent-, (not with iber- oder ver-, be-though) use “sein“ as well.Close your eyes after every sentence and imagine it as vividly as you can. Anyone able to remember
the smell of a fish, the taste of a lemon, the look of any family member or friend with closed eyes is able to do so, so no excuses here.There is no “right” way of imagination. You do it your way but take your time. The time invested in imagining this story is saved in plenty later on. By the way... should you not know Hamlet, don‘t worry. Wikipedia does
wonders. You will figure out his profession by the end of the story.Young Hamlet was quite a lazy bum. He always had trouble getting out of bed (aufstehen). Whenever he woke up (aufwachen) he instantly fell asleep (einschlafen) for at least two to three times.But he grew up (auf.wachsen) and a miracle happened (geschehen). Hamlet became
(werden) a strong, good looking, active man. Whenever something happened (passiert) in his father‘s kingdom, he almost ran (rennen) there and stayed (bleiben) until the problem was history. He even took care of the rotten (verdorben) plants in the castle‘s garden.One day though, his father broke into (einbrechen) a frozen pond on which he had
been sliding (rutschen) to have some fun. Due to the cold he froze to death (erfrieren), unfortunately he didn‘t die (sterben) instantly but was still poking along (schleichen) the castle‘s long hallways at night.When he finally died, he ascended (auf.steigen) straight to heaven, or for those who don‘t like happy endings: he descended (ab.steigen) straight
to hell.In this short story there are 17 of the above verbs and mostly those that are difficult to fit into any rule. If you go through it a few more times like described above (imagination) these words will become second nature and you will naturally use them with sein as they are strongly associated with Hamlet and his world famous “to be or not to be“.
Most probably he had Das Perfekt tense in mind when he said this.In the perfect tenses, “sein” is used as the auxiliary verb (a helping verb) with certain verbs, primarily those describing motion or change of state, like “gehen” (to go) or “kommen” (to come).Here are some common verbs that take “sein” as an auxiliary to form the present perfect
tense:gehen,laufen,rennen, joggen,wandern.klettern,fallen,steigen,fahren,reisen.fliegen, reiten, umziehen,fliehen,gleiten.kommen,springen,kriechen,aufstehen,sinken.schleichen,eintreten,schwimmen,einbrechen,rutschen.There are, of course, many other verbs that are also used in everyday language.Weak Verbs: Follow a regular pattern in the past
tense, often adding a “ge-” prefix and a “-t” suffix.Strong Verbs: Change their stem vowel in the past tense and often use a “ge-” prefix and an “-en” suffix.Irregular Verbs: Don’t follow a predictable pattern and must be memorized.Modal verbs like “kénnen” (can) and “mogen” (like) are used in the Perfekt tense. They often require “haben” as the
auxiliary verb, but their usage can be nuanced based on context and meaning.While the Perfekt tense is used for past actions, especially in spoken German, the Prateritum or Simple Past tense is more common in written German for a completed action.The choice between these verb tenses can be influenced by regional preferences and the formality
of the situation.In sentences using “sein” as the auxiliary, the structure typically follows the pattern:Subject + Sein (in the present tense) + Past Participle + Other Elements. For example, “Ich bin gefahren” (I have driven).Understanding the usage of the verb “sein” in the perfect tense requires practice and knowing the German verbs list of words
that pair with “sein.”Regular exposure to German through reading, listening, and speaking helps solidify these concepts until you can confidently say “Ich kann Deutsch sprechen.”In this section, I answer common questions relating to this topic, as well as the present perfect tense, and irregular German verbs.The Present Perfect Tense in German,
also known as the Perfekt, is formed by using the present tense of the auxiliary verbs “haben” (to have) and “sein” (to be) combined with the past participles of the main verbs.Regular German verbs typically use “haben,” while certain motion or state-change verbs use “sein.” (examples: Er hat das Buch gelesen, Er ist nach Hause gegangen, Sie sind
im Hotel geblieben.)Weak verbs in German are regular verbs that follow a predictable pattern when conjugated in the past tense. They typically add a “ge-” prefix and a “-t” suffix to the verb stem to form the past participle.Common modal verbs in the German language include “kénnen” (can), “mogen” (may/like), “sollen” (should), “wollen” (want),
“durfen” (may/be allowed), and “missen” (must). A modal verb typically indicates likelihood, ability, permission, request, capacity, suggestion, order, obligation, or advice.You’'ll often hear, for instance “ich mag” (mogen in the first person singular) meaning “I like”.You form the past participle of regular German verbs when you add ge- to the verb
stem and attach the appropriate ending.For irregular verbs, the past participle must be memorized as they do not follow a standard pattern.So, I hope you were able to shift your perspective and embrace German grammar as a companion rather than a challenge and discover that the German language, like a well-crafted story, follows its own
logic.I've tried to demystify the role of “sein” in Perfekt, especially with verbs related to motion or change, by comparing it with the Prateritum and explaining the different verb categories.I will conclude this article here, wishing you lots of success in your endeavor to learn the beautiful German language.Fare thee well.If you’d like to dig deeper into
the ins and outs of the German language, come join us at SmarterGerman! At Trustpilot, it's all about human content. This business can also access our Al-assisted response tool which helps them draft replies.Babbel provides a system of learning like no other. This system allows a student to learn efficiently and swiftly.Date of experience: June 26,
2025Hi Paul, Thanks for sharing your excellent feedback.We're glad you enjoy learning with Babbel and that our courses suit your learning style!Kind regardsThe Babbel Team [JIf I want to go over a lesson ,or even a course, that I have previously completed, I find the app does not remember where I currently am on the course I am retaking.This
means that i have to remember where I am every time I close and reopen the course.l would like the app to take me straight back to the course and lessons I was doing.The app is very frustrating because of this. Sometimes it is nice to just go back and start a previously completed course, but the app just opens at the highest level course I have been
on.Can this be remedied?Date of experience: June 25, 2025Hi John,Thanks for sharing your feedback.We appreciate you sharing your thoughts and being an active Babbel community member. Feel free to contact our team at support@babbel.com. We'll be happy to take a closer look at the Babbel features on offer with you and develop solutions!Kind
regardsThe Babbel Teamlt is an intuitive way to learn a new language without getting bogged down with grammar. The fun factor keeps you coming back for more.Date of experience: June 25, 2025The course is ok. The problem is that it is for English-speaking people. The grammar is compare with English grammar. My mother tongue is Spanish
sometimes it is quite boring. If learn from Spanish is completely different but not up to a good standard.Date of experience: June 25, 2025Hi Irma Helena,Thanks for reaching out.You can contact us at support@babbel.com to receive tips and assistance. We're here to help!Kind regards,The Babbel Teaml like the variety of learning styles: audio, visual,
written etcThe areas of learning are good- useful themes.I like the practise activities as I need to revisit vocabulary many times before I manage to retain it.I find the support of the mixed up letters great as it is a stepping stone to remembering immediately. I find the flash cards incredibly difficult- it seems a big jump from all the other three types of
task.I feel I would benefit from more repetition and easier flash cards. I usually score highly on listen, speak and write but fail miserably on the most important one- recalling words and phrases without support. When I can’t remember them but then the next practise session I am asked the same questions, that helps. More of this building words then
short phrases then sentences would be helpful.A focus on practising recall of verbs would be useful too.I hope these ideas help. Date of experience: June 25, 2025Hi Susan,Thanks for sharing your excellent feedback.We appreciate you sharing your thoughts and being an active Babbel community member. [We will share your feedback with the right
team for them to take into consideration going forward!Kind regardsThe Babbel Teaml like the tool. I still doing my Duolingo exercises. One day I will drop from the Diamant league. Than I'll do more Babbel exercises.] am wondering if you work on teaching German in Hungarian. My English is OK but obviously it would have been easier learning
German in my native language.Date of experience: June 25, 2025Hi Istvan,Thanks for sharing your feedback. You can learn German from French, English, Italian, Spanish, Swedish, Polish, Portuguese and Ukrainian.You can also turn it into a win-win situation by practising both English and German. [JHowever, we've noted your suggestion to add
Hungarian as a display language and will pass this on to the relevant team.Kind regards,The Babbel TeamThe lessons and review process are set out in a very easy to follow format. There are various methods from which to choose how you want to learn e.g. reading, listening, interacting Date of experience: June 25, 20251 am finding it helpful at times
and a bit less easy to understand some lessons.Date of experience: June 25, 2025Hi there,Thanks for reaching out.Please get in touch with support@babbel.com - We're delighted to assist you with your studies! [JKind regardsThe Babbel TeamThe answer is stimulated to go further. Sometimes I don't understand the short statements well and then I
have to go out of the app Babbal to translate it with Google translate. That works difficult.Date of experience: June 25, 2025Hello Lieven,Thanks for getting in touch.We're here to help. Please don't hesitate to contact us at support@babbel.com - We look forward to hearing from you!Kind regards,The Babbel TeamGood learning experience, nice layout
and occasionally really interesting and fun stories and facts ( used Babbel for a year now)Date of experience: June 25, 2025Very good App. User experience is very straightforward. I do it in conjunction with two other apps however. One emphasises speaking, one is a bit like a game. This is a serious app that gives great theory which is needed. I find I
need a balance however to learn and keep motivated.Date of experience: June 22, 2025Hi there!Thank you for taking the time to share your feedback. Your learning experience sounds amazing!Best wishes,The Babbel Team8 weeks in and the experience is getting better, easy to use, multiple learning styles and relevant content; listening, speaking,
flash cards, podcasts. Setting a learning time each day helps to provide easy prompts for learning, ability to review and practice weak vocabulary increases confidence in speaking. Date of experience: June 22, 2025Hello Michael,Your learning experience sounds amazing! [] Thank you for sharing.Kind regards,The Babbel TeamHORRIBLE CUSTOMER
SERVICEThe app itself is wonderful. It is very detailed and easy to follow. BUT if you have an issue and need assistant... you will NEVER reach customer service. For this reason, I give it 2 stars.Date of experience: June 19, 2025Hello Taborah,We're sorry to learn about your unsatisfactory experience.Our team is currently experiencing an extremely
high amount of emails, so it may take longer than usual to receive a reply. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your understanding. Please make sure you contacted support@babbel.com and we'll get back to you as soon as possible!Kind regardsThe Babbel Teaml am really enjoying the mix of listening, speaking and
writing to learn French. There is some repetition but not too much which is good and you have the choice of practising the lessons over to help memory retention. Overall I like the way the lessons are structured and look forward to learning on a regular basis.Date of experience: June 19, 2025Hi Janet,Thank you for sharing your excellent

feedback. We're delighted to learn you're enjoying your French studies with Babbel. [] Bonne continuation dans votre apprentissage des langues !Kind regardsThe Babbel TeamI’'m using Babbel to learn Spanish from scratch and to refresh my German from school. The Spanish course has been excellent — well-structured lessons, great podcasts
(though I do wish there were more!), and an overall polished experience.With German, I didn’t connect as well. The instructors’ voices weren’t quite to my liking, and much of the content felt a bit too Berlin-focused. I would’ve loved to see more regional variety.I keep wondering, though — will there ever be a final test or assessment to officially track
progress? That said, Babbel is a strong, user-friendly language-learning app. Date of experience: April 18, 2025Hi there, Thank you for your excellent feedback! If you have any questions regarding the app, feel free to visit our Help Center or contact us at support@babbel.com. We'd be happy to help!Kind regardsThe Babbel TeamSolid 4 stars. Bought
subscription thinking live lessons was still a thing but it isn't so it's just a basic language learning app nowDate of experience: June 10, 20251 like Babbel because there is a wide choice of lessons, podcasts etc so I can choose what I want to learn each day. Personally I would like more practice at conversation. Date of experience: June 18, 2025Hi
Linda, Thanks for choosing Babbel and for sharing your feedback.We offer features for practicing conversations. Our new Al Conversation Partner provides guided conversations and practice scenarios for various real-life situations, allowing you to build confidence and fluency in speaking your target language.Guided Conversations are available in
French, German, Italian, Mexican and European Spanish on A1/A2 levels. We hope this helps!Kind regardsThe Babbel TeamMy experience is very good so far but I wish there was a C1 level or longer texts, to better prepare the TELC exam.Date of experience: June 18, 2025Hi Lia, Thanks for sharing your feedback.You can contact our team at
support@babbel.com if you have any questions about our learning content. We're happy to help!Kind regardsThe Babbel TeamThe Spanish language course is very easy to use with lots of vocabulary practice and conjugating verbs etc. I signed up for another online competitor but Benbel is by far the best.Date of experience: June 18, 2025Hi

Lynnette, Thanks for choosing Babbel [[Muchas gracias por tu valoracién positiva, agradecemos mucho este tipo de mensaje. Best wishesThe Babbel TeamGood lessons well structured and easy to understand at the same time informative.Date of experience: June 18, 2025Hi James,Thanks for sharing your excellent feedback.We sincerely thank you for
your interest in Babbel and wish you a happy learning!Kind regardsThe Babbel Team Previous = Lesson 27 = Next (das Perfekt) This page contains topics: The construction of the perfect tense in German is almost similar to that in English. However, the application of the present perfect differs slightly across the two languages. The present perfect in
German (das Perfekt) is also known as the "spoken past tense." It describes events and actions in the near past. The expressions of the near past are different in spoken German and written German. The perfect (das Perfekt) is used predominantly in spoken language and informal writings. The preterite, or past indefinite form (das Prateritum ), is
mainly used in written texts. Newspapers, magazines, literature, etc. use preterite (das Prateritum); similarly, the news on television or radio reports of past events are in the preterite (das Prateritum), although these are spoken. Our goal in this lesson is to learn spoken past tense in German, i.e., Das Perfekt (perfect). Depending on the situation,
when translated into English, German perfect (das Perfekt) can give meanings of both past indefinite and past perfect. The perfect in German (das Perfekt) consists of two main parts: the conjugated form of the auxiliary verb haben or sein and the past participle form of the main verb. For example, the perfect of the sentence: Ich arbeite. (I am
working. / I work.) would be Ich habe gearbeitet. (I have worked. / I worked.) In German, the past participle is called Partizip II. The auxiliary verb ("haben" or "sein") is conjugated and displays the grammatical person. The past participle form is immutable and describes the type of action or activity in the sentence. Please see the following German
perfect tense examples: Ich habe gearbeitet. (I have worked. / I worked.) Er hat gearbeitet. (He has worked. / He worked.) Wir haben auch gestern gearbeitet. (We have also worked yesterday. / We also worked yesterday.) Du hast gearbeitet. (You worked. / You have worked.) The past participle form (Partizip II ) of the primary or main verb is always
the last part of the sentence. Tobias und Andrea haben bis 9 Uhr gearbeitet. (Tobias and Andrea worked until 9 o'clock.) Meine Eltern sind mit dem Auto nach Berlin gefahren. (My parents drove to Berlin by car.) In level Al, we have already learned the conjugations of the German verbs Haben (to have) and sein (to be). For revision, please see the
following conjugation tables for "haben" and "sein": Singular Plural 1. person ich habe (I have) wir haben (we have) 2. person, familiar form du hast (you have) ihr habt (you have) 2. person, polite form Sie haben (you have) Sie haben (you have) 3. person er hat (he has) es hat (it has) sie hat (she has) sie haben (they have) Singular Plural 1. person ich
bin (I am) wir sind (we are) 2. person, familiar form du bist (you are) ihr seid (you are) 2. person, polite form Sie sind (you are) Sie sind (you are) 3. person er ist (he is) es ist (it is) sie ist (she is) sie sind (they are) Certain verbs in German take "sein" or "haben" as an auxiliary verb in perfect tense formation. "Sein" is used as an auxiliary verb when
making perfects of "verbs of movement," i.e., verbs that show any change in the state or change of place. For example: gehen (to go), laufen (to walk, to run), rennen (to run), fallen (to fall), springen (to jump), ankommen (to arrive), aufstehen (to getup), sterben (to die), einschlafen (to fall asleep), wachsen (to grow), fahren (to travel, to drive), etc.
Some verbs do not show any change in the state or place but take "sein" as an auxiliary verb to form their perfect. These are: bleiben (to stay), passieren (to stay), werden (to beceom), gelingen (to be successful ), sein (to be) itself, and all transitive verbs. In perfect formation, "haben" is more frequent than "sein." All modal verbs, transitive verbs, and
reflexive verbs take "haben" as an auxiliary verb to form perfect. To build the past participle (Partizip 2) of a regular verb, we take the verb stem and add the prefix "ge-" and suffix "t" to it. Please see the following table for more clarity. Verb Verb stem Past participle (Partizip 2) haben (to have) hab gehabt bauen (to build) bau gebaut machen (to do
somthing) mach gemacht kaufen (to buy) kauf gekauft lachen (to laugh) lach gelacht Please see the following German perfect tense examples with regular verbs. Letztes Jahr habe ich zwei Hunde gehabt. (Last year I had two dogs.) Die Kinder haben eine Sandburg gebaut. (The children have built a sandcastle.) Ich habe zwei Jacken im Supermarkt
gekauft. (I bought two jackets in the supermarket.) Ich mache kein Spals. Warum hast du gelacht? (I'm not kidding. Why did you laugh?) das Jahr (year) plural: die Jahre, Letztes Jahr (Last year), der Hund (dog) plural: die Hunde, die Sandburg (sandcastle) plural: die Sandburgen, die Burg (castle) plural: die Burgen, die Jacke (jacket) plural: die
Jacken, der Supermarkt (supermarket) plural: die Supermarkte, der Markt (market) plural: die Markte, der Marktplatz (marketplace), der Marktpreis (market price), Spals (fun) If the stem of a regular German verb ends in the letters t, d, m, or n, adding just the suffix "-t" can cause a pronunciation problem. Therefore, in the past participle (Partizip 2),
an "e" is inserted between the verb stem and "-t". Please see the below table for an explanation. Verb Verb stem Past participle arbeiten (to work) arbeit gearbeitet anworten (to answer) anwort geantwortet regnen (to rain) regn geregnet Example sentences: Ich habe heute viel gearbeitet. (I worked a lot today.) Warum hast du meine Frage nicht
geantwortet? (Why didn't you answer my question?) Gestern hat es viel geregnet. (Yesterday it rained a lot.) heute (today), Gestern (yesterday), morgen (tomorrow), der Morgen (morning) plural: die Morgen, viel (a lot, many), die Frage (question) plural: die Fragen Regular German verbs with separable prefixes (regular separable verbs) follow the
following pattern to form their past participle (Partizip II). prefix-ge-verb stem-t ein-ge-kauf-t Verb Verb stem Partizip II einkaufen (to shop) kauf eingekauft anmachen (to turn sth. on) mach angemacht mitmachen (to participate) mach mitgemacht Example sentence: Einkaufen: Was hast du heute eingekauft? (What did you buy today?) Anmachen:
Bitte machen Sie die Heizung an. (Please turn on the heater.) Anmachen: Ich habe die schon angemacht. (I've already turned it on.) Mitmachen: Beim Schwimmen mache ich nicht mit. (I don't participate in swimming.) Mitmachen: Alle Studenten haben im Wettbewerb mitgemacht. (All students participated in the competition.) die Heizung (heating,
heater) plural: die Heizungen, schon (already), der Wettbewerb (competition, contest) plural: die Wettbewerbe The past participle (Partizip II) of German verbs that end in the letters "-ieren" is formed without adding the prefix "-ge." Verb Verb stem Partizip 2 studieren (to study) studier studiert informieren (to inform) informier informiert spazieren
(to walk) spazier spaziert passieren (to happen) passier passiert Example sentence: Was hast du in Berlin studiert? (What did you study in Berlin?) Ich habe in Berlin Biologie studiert. (I studied biology in Berlin.) Haben Sie schon alle Studenten informiert? (Have you already informed all students?) Die Patienten sind gestern zwei Stunden spaziert.
(The patients walked two hours yesterday.) Was ist mit ihm passiert? (What happened to him?) Regular verbs with inseparable prefixes also form their past participle (Partizip II) without adding "ge-" in the beginning. Verb Verb stem Partizip 2 benutzen (to use sth.) nutz benutzt bezahlen (to pay) zahl bezahlt besuchen (to visit) such besucht gehoren
(to belong to) hor gehort Example sentence: Ich habe immer dieses Auto benutzt. (I have always used this car.) Ich habe ihm hundert Euro bezahlt. (I paid him hundred euros.) Hast du deine Eltern am Wochenende besucht? (Did you visit your parents on the weekend?) Wem gehort dieses Auto? (Who owns this car? Whose car is this?) Dieses Auto
gehort mir. (This car belongs to me.) Dieses Auto hat mir gehort. (This car was mine.) Dieses Auto war mein. (This car was mine.) Dieses Auto ist mein. (This car is mine.) The ending of the past participle (Partizip II) of German irregular verbs is "-en." Besides, there is often a vowel change in the verb stem. Therefore, there is no hard-and-fast rule to
define the formation of Partizip II from irregular verbs. Verb Verb stem Partizip II lesen (to read) les gelesen fahren (to drive, to travel) fahr gefahren kommen (to come) komm gekommen fallen (to drop, to fall) fall gefallen Example sentence: Hast du die Zeitung gelesen? (Have you read the newspaper?) Gestern haben wir nach Berlin gefahren.
(Yesterday we drove to Berlin.) Wann bist du gekommen? (When did you come?) Ich bin heute Morgen gekommen. (I came this morning.) Etwas ist aus deiner Tasche gefallen. Ich habe gerade selber gesehen. (Something has fallen out of your bag. I have just seen myself.) die Tasche (pocket, bag, pouch) plural: die Taschen When the modal verbs is
the only verb in a phrase, the perfect tense of modal verbs is rarely employed in practice. To represent the past of modal verbs, the Prateritum (past indefinite form) is used instead. The rule for making past participles (Partizip 2) is the same: wollen -> gewollt miissen -> gemusst mogen -> gemocht dirfen -> gedurft konnen -> gekonnt Example
sentences: Ich habe dieses Auto nicht gewollt. (I did not want this car.) Ich habe die Arbeit nicht gedurft. (I was not allowed to work.) If a sentence has a modal verb with another main verb, the formation of the past participle (Partizip 2) is a little different. It follows the rule: haben + infinitive form of main verb + infinitive of modal verb For example,
we take the sentence, He wants to come. We know in German, it would be Er will kommen. The past tense of this sentence, "he wanted to come," would be: Object Verb Partizip 2 Er hat kommen wollen. Example sentences: Er will nicht nach Hause gehen. (Er will nicht nach Hause gehen.) Er hat nicht nach Hause gehen wollen. (He did not want to go
home.) Ich mochte dieses Auto fahren. (I want to drive this car.) Ich habe dieses Auto fahren mochten. (I wanted to drive this car.) Die Studenten wollen nicht kommen. (The students do not want to come.) Die Studenten haben nicht kommen wollen. (The students did not want to come.) If the perfect tense question is without an interrogative pronoun,
the conjugated form of the auxiliary verb (haben or sein) occupies the first place in the perfect interrogative sentence. The past participle (Partizip 2) of the main verb remains the last element in the question. Haben Sie schon gearbeitet? (Have you already worked?) Haben Sie schon die Arbeit fertiggemacht? (Have you already finished the work?)
Sind Thre Eltern mit dem Auto nach Berlin gefahren? (Did your parents drive to Berlin?) etwas fertigmachen or fertig machen (to finish something, to complete somthing, to prepare something) When written as separate words i.e., fertig machen, the past participle would also be separated: fertig gemacht. If the perfect tense question is with an
interrogative pronoun (W-Frage), the conjugated form of the auxiliary verb (haben or sein) comes after the interrogative pronoun. The past participle (Partizip 2) of the main verb remains the last element in the interrogative sentence. Wann haben Sie gearbeitet? (When did you work?) Wie haben Sie die Arbeit fertiggemacht? (How have you
completed the work?) Warum sind Ihre Eltern mit dem Auto nach Berlin gefahren? (Why did your parents drive by car to Berlin?) Previous = Lesson 27 = Next Das Perfekt ist eine Zeitform von Verben, die du relativ haufig verwenden wirst. Du brauchst das Perfekt des Verbs, um eine abgeschlossene Handlung oder ein vergangenes Ereignis mit
Bezug zur Gegenwart auszudriicken. Damit du das Perfekt des Verbs bilden kannst, musst du das richtige Hilfsverb (haben oder sein) und das Partizip II des Verbs verwenden. Weil gerade die Wahl des richtigen Hilfsverbs schwierig ist, habe ich dir zwei Listen zusammengestellt - eine Liste mit Perfekt Verben mit dem Hilfsverb “haben” und eine
Liste mit Perfekt Verben mit dem Hilfsverb “sein”. In der folgenden Liste findest du eine Vielzahl von Verben, die im Perfekt immer das Hilfsverb “haben” verlangen. Um das Perfekt des Verbs zu bilden, musst du nur das Verb “haben” richtig konjugieren und das Partizip II des Verbes verwenden. Verb in der GrundformVerb im Partizip
IIBeispielsatzabgebenabgegebenich habe meine Kinder in der Schule abgegeben.abhangenabgehangtEr hat die Verfolger abgehangt.abhebenabgehobenDas Flugzeug hat um 8.00 Uhr abgehoben.ablesenabgelesenSie hat das Resultat an der Wandtafel abgelesen.abnehmenabgenommenMeine Mutter hat zehn Kilogramm
abgenommen.abratenabgeratenWir haben ihm vom Kauf des neuen Fernsehers abgeraten.abschlieRenabgeschlossenEr hat das Geschaft nach Feierabend abgeschlossen.abziehenabgezogenlch habe die Fahrtkosten von der Rechnung abgezogen.anbietenangebotenWir haben ihm einen Schlafplatz.anfangenangefangenVor einer Woche hat sie in einem
neuen Unternehmen angefangen.anhabenangehabtGestern hat sie einen roten Pullover angehabt.anlassenangelassenHast du das Licht im Wohnzimmer angelassen?annehmenangenommenEr hat ihr Angebot angenommen.anrufenangerufenSie hat ihren Vater angerufen und ihm zum Geburtstag gratuliert.anschlieSenangeschlossenWir haben den
neuen Fernseher angeschlossen.ansehenangesehenlch habe mir verschiedene Kleider angesehen.ansprechenangesprochenMich hat ein fremder Mann angesprochen.antwortengeantwortetSie hat auf seine Frage noch nicht geantwortet.anziehen (sich)(sich) angezogenZuerst hat er sich angezogen, danach ist er nach draufsen
gegangen.arbeitengearbeitetIch habe gestern lange gearbeitet.aufgebenaufgegebenlhr habt einfach aufgegeben und verloren.aufhaltenaufgehaltenWir haben uns gestern mehrere Stunden im Zoo aufgehalten.aufhangenaufgehangtSie hat die Wasche aufgehangt.aufladenaufgeladenEr hat sein Telefon aufgeladen.aufschlagenaufgeschlagenSie haben
ihre Biicher auf Seite 58 aufgeschlagen.aufschreibenaufgeschriebenWir haben uns wichtige Aussagen des Professors aufgeschrieben.ausdenken (sich)(sich) ausgedachtMein Kind hat sich die Geschichte nur ausgedacht.ausgebenausgegebenEr hat letzte Nacht Hunderte von Euros ausgegeben.ausgleichenausgeglichenDie Mannschaft hat in den
letzten zehn Minuten ausgeglichen.aushaltenausgehaltenDer Lehrer hat es fast nicht mehr ausgehalten.auskennen (sich)(sich) ausgekanntFriither hat sie sich in Berlin ausgekannt, heute ist alles anders.ausladenausgeladenEr mochte seinen Bruder bei der Hochzeit nicht dabei haben, deshalb hat er ihn ausgeladen.ausleihenausgeliehenSie hat mir ihr
Kleid ausgeliehen.ausschlafenausgeschlafenDie Kinder haben ausgeschlafen, da sonntags keine Schule ist.aussehenausgesehenMit Make-Up und Abendkleid hat deine Frau sehr schon ausgesehen.aussprechenausgesprochenDer Schiiler hat das Wort falsch ausgesprochen.backengebackenEr hat einen Geburtstagskuchen
gebacken.bedenkenbedachtSie hat nicht bedacht, dass sie bequeme Schuhe fiir den langen Spaziergang anziehen muss.befehlenbefohlenMein Vater hat mir befohlen, jetzt mein Zimmer aufzuraumen.befinden(sich) befundenlch habe mich gestern in einem sehr schonen Hotelzimmer befunden.begeben (sich)(sich) begebenSie hat sich auf die Terrasse
begeben, um eine Zigarette zu rauchen.beginnenbegonnenDer Unterricht hat schon vor fiinf Minuten begonnen.behaltenbehaltenEr hat das Geheimnis nicht fiir sich behalten.beiSengebissenDer Hund hat das Kind gebissen.bekommenbekommenWir haben ein Geschenk zum Abschluss bekommen.benehmen (sich)(sich) benommenDie Eltern haben
sich daneben benommen.beratenberatenVor der Urteilsverkiindung haben sich die Anwalte beraten.bergengeborgenDie Feuerwehr hat die Verschiitteten geborgen und erste Hilfe geleistet.beschlieSenbeschlossenSie haben beschlossen, vorerst in der Stadt zu bleiben und etwas Geld zu sparen.beschreibenbeschriebenEr hat den Unfallhergang genau
beschrieben.bestehenbestandenWir haben auf eine Erklarung bestanden.betriigenbetrogenSie hat ihren Mann betrogen.bewegenbewegtEr hat den Tisch bewegt und jetzt steht er nicht mehr in der Mitte des Raums.beweisenbewiesenWir haben bewiesen, dass wir besser sind.bewerben (sich)(sich) beworbenSie haben sich fiir den Sprachaustausch
beworben.bietengebotenDer Mann mit Mantel hat am meisten Geld geboten.bindengebundenDas Kind hat seine Schniirsenkel allein gebunden.bittengebetenlch habe meine Eltern um Geld gebeten.bratengebratenWir haben uns Spiegeleier gebraten.brennengebranntDas ganze Haus hat gebrannt.bringengebrachtEr hat uns den bestellten Kuchen
gebracht.denkengedachtWir haben gedacht, dass die Ausbildung einfacher wird.durfengedurftich habe gestern nicht zur Party gedurft.einhalteneingehaltenEr hat die Regeln nicht eingehalten.einladeneingeladenZur Hochzeit haben wir alle Freunde eingeladen.einschlageneingeschlagenSie hat das Autofenster eingeschlagen, um den Hund zu
retten.eintrageneingetragenEr hat sich im Register eingetragen.empfangenempfangenWir haben den neuen Schiler herzlich empfangen.empfehlenempfohlenDer Verkaufer hat uns das Bett empfohlen.entnehmenentnommenSie haben die Information von dieser Website entnommen.entscheiden (sich)(sich) entschiedenNach den Probetagen hat er sich
fir den Job entschieden.entwerfenentworfenSie haben das komplette Konzept entworfen.erfahrenerfahrenEr hat erst spater davon erfahren.erfindenerfundenEdison hat die Glihbirne erfunden.erhaltenerhaltenWir haben das Paket erhalten.erkennenerkanntBei unserem Klassentreffen hat sie mich nicht erkannt.erratenerratenEr hat das Wort
erraten.erschieRenerschossenDer Mann hat seine Frau erschossen.erschlieSenerschlossenDas hat sich mir noch nicht ganz erschlossen.essengegessenEr hat eine Pizza gegessen.fernsehenferngesehenWir haben gestern nicht ferngesehen, weil wir bei Freunden zu Besuch waren.festnehmenfestgenommenDie Polizisten haben den Rauber
festgenommen.findengefundenWir haben im Park eine Brieftasche gefunden.findengefundenDie Kinder haben mich im Schrank gefunden.fragengefragtich habe ihn nach einem Date gefragt.fressengefressenDer Lowe hat den kompletten Hasen gefressen.gebarengeborenSie hat Zwillinge geboren.gebengegebenVor dem Restaurant hat er mir eine
Rose gegeben.gefallengefallenDer Ausflug ans Meer hat mir sehr gefallen.geltengegoltenDiese Regel hat beim Spiel nicht gegolten.genieRengenossenWir haben den Urlaub genossen.gewinnengewonnenDie bessere Mannschaft hat gewonnen.gielengegossenMeine Nachbarin hat die Pflanzen gegossen, wahrend ich im Urlaub
war.gleichengeglichenAls Kinder haben sich die Zwillinge geglichen, heute sehen sie sich nicht mehr ahnlich.glimmengeglommenDas Holz hat noch geglommen, jetzt ist nur noch Asche Ubrig.grabengegrabenWir haben ein tiefes Loch in den Sand gegraben.greifengegriffenEr hat in meine Handtasche gegriffen.habengehabtSie haben einen schonen
Tag im Museum gehabt.haltengehaltenlch habe die Tasche gehalten.hangengehangenDas Bild hat an diesem Nagel gehangen, bevor es heruntergefallen ist.hauengehauenDas kleine Kind hat gehauen, weil es sein Spielzeug zurick wollte.hebengehobenWir haben das Sofa gemeinsam gehoben.heifSengeheilenDer verstorbene Mann hat Peter
geheiRen.helfengeholfenSie hat mir bei den Aufgaben fiir die Universitat geholfen.herausfindenherausgefundenEr hat herausgefunden, dass ich eine Uberraschungsparty geplant hatte.herausnehmenherausgenommenEr hat die gekaufte Torte schon aus der Tasche herausgenommen und in den Kiihlschrank gelegt.herunterladenheruntergeladenSie
hat die Datei heruntergeladen.hinsehenhingesehenlch habe nicht hingesehen, denn ich hatte zu viel Angst.hinterlassenhinterlassenDie Trennung hat Spuren hinterlassen.hochladenhochgeladenSie hat ein Video hochgeladen.kaufengekauftEr hat ein neues Fahrrad gekauft.kennengekanntich habe deine Mutter gekannt.konnengekonntEr lief den
Marathon in unter zwei Stunden; das hat noch niemand gekonnt.ladengeladenDas Spiel hat geladen, wir konnen beginnen.lassengelassenWeil er mir nicht zuhéren wollte, habe ich es gelassen und bin gegangen.lesengelesenSie hat ein Buch iiber Insekten gelesen.liegengelegenIch bin mir sicher, der Schliissel hat hier gelegen.ligengelogenEr hat
beim Alter gelogen, um kostenlos ins Kino reinzukommen.machengemachtSie haben einen Ausflug gemacht.messengemessenEr hat sich mit seinem Freund beim Laufen gemessen.mitbringenmitgebrachtIch habe dir eine Kleinigkeit mitgebracht.mogengemochtSie hat ihn gemocht, weil er immer lachelte.miissengemusstAnna hat zum Arzt
gemusst.nehmengenommenEr hat mein Auto genommen.nennengenanntMein Mann hat mich immer Mausi genannt.pfeifengepfiffenDer Schiedsrichter hat gepfiffen; das Spiel ist vorbei.ratengeratenEr hat mehrmals geraten, bis er meinen Namen erraten hat.reiSengerissenDer starke Wind hat das Zelt wahrend des Sturms
gerissen.riechengerochenlch habe gerochen, dass es heute Fisch zum Abendessen gab.rufengerufenEr hat sein Kind gerufen, doch das horte ihn nicht.schaffengeschaffenWir haben das alleine geschafft und sind stolz auf uns.scheinengeschienenDie Sonne hat den ganzen Tag geschienen.schiebengeschobenAls der Wagen nicht anspringen wollte, hat
er ihn geschoben.schieSengeschossenWir haben mit Pfeil und Bogen geschossen.schlafengeschlafenEntschuldige die Verspatung, ich habe zu lange geschlafen.schlagengeschlagenEr hat die Sahne geschlagen, bis sie zu Butter wurde.schlielSengeschlossenWir haben bereits geschlossen, kommen Sie doch morgen wieder.schneidengeschnittenEr hat
sich mit dem Messer in den Finger geschnitten.schreibengeschriebenSie hat ihm eine Mail geschrieben.schreiengeschrienSie haben laut geschrien, aber niemand konnte sie horen.schweigengeschwiegenWir haben geschwiegen, weil wir keine Schwierigkeiten wollten.sehengesehenlch habe einen Hund gesehen.sendengesandtEr hat mir eine E-Mail
gesandt.singengesungenIm Unterricht haben wir ein neues Lied gesungen.sitzengesessenWir haben auf unbequemen Stiihlen gesessen.spielengespieltSie haben in der Schule Fuliball gespielt.sprechengesprochenlm Studium haben wir Englisch gesprochen.stattfindenstattgefundenDas Dorffest hat vor einer Woche stattgefunden.stehengestandenWir
haben die ganze Zugfahrt gestanden.stehlengestohlenEr hat unseren Schmuck gestohlen.stinkengestunkenEs hat im ganzen Dorf gestunken.streitengestrittenMeine Eltern haben sich gestritten.suchengesuchtUnser Hund ist weggelaufen, wir haben ihn den ganzen Morgen gesucht.teilnehmenteilgenommenSie haben am Meeting
teilgenommen.tragengetragenEr hat einen Anzug getragen.treffengetroffenSie hat sich mit einer Freundin getroffen.trinkengetrunkenWir haben einen Wein getrunken.tungetanEr hat alles getan, um sie zurickzubekommen.iibernehmeniibernommenSie haben das Projekt iibernommen.iiberseheniibersehenWir haben den Fehler
ubersehen.iberweiseniiberwiesenlch habe das Geld uberwiesen.unterhalten (sich)(sich) unterhaltenSie haben sich unterhalten und eine Losung gefunden.unternehmenunternommenEndlich haben wir wieder etwas unternommen und sind gemeinsam ins Restaurant gegangen.verbringenverbrachtSie haben den ganzen Sommer in Italien
verbracht.vergessenvergessenSie haben die Hausaufgaben zu Hause vergessen.vergleichenverglichenWir haben die zwei Arbeiten verglichen.verhalten (sich)(sich) verhaltenSie hat sich komisch verhalten.verlierenverlorenEr hat das Tennisspiel verloren.verschiebenverschobenDer Dozent hat den Test verschoben.verschlafenverschlafenSie hat
verschlafen und kam deshalb zu spat.versprechenversprochenDu hast es versprochen, also halte dich daran.verstehenverstandenlch habe dich nicht verstanden, kannst du das noch einmal sagen.verzeihenverziehenEr hat ihr nie verziehen.vorschlagenvorgeschlagenWir haben ihr vorgeschlagen, das Projekt gemeinsam
anzugehen.waschengewaschenMein Sohn hat das Familienauto gewaschen.werfengeworfenSie hat den Ball aus dem Spielfeld geworfen.widersprechenwidersprochenDas Kind hat dem Vater widersprochen.wiegengewogenlch habe iiber 100 Kilogramm gewogen.wissengewusstDas habe ich gewusst, noch bevor es in der Zeitung stand.wollengewolltEr
hat einen Hund gewollt, doch wir konnten uns das nicht leisten.zunehmenzugenommenSie hat einige Kilos zugenommen.zwingengezwungenEr hat mich zur Tat gezwungen. In der 2. Liste findest du haufig genutzte Verben, fiir die du im Perfekt immer das Hilfsverb “sein“ nutzen musst. Auch hier kannst du das Perfekt des Verbs bilden, indem du das
Verb “sein” richtig konjugierst und das Partizip II des Verbs verwendest. Verb in der GrundformVerb im Partizip IIBeispielsatzabfahrenabgefahrenlch bin heute frih abgefahren.abfliegenabgeflogenWir sind gestern abgeflogen.ankommenangekommenSie sind vor finf Tagen in Frankreich angekommen.auffallenaufgefallenDu bist mir schon gestern
aufgefallen.aufstehenaufgestandenHeute bin ich frih aufgestanden.aufwachsenaufgewachsenEr ist in Spanien aufgewachsen.ausgehenausgegangenWir sind gestern ausgegangen.aussteigenausgestiegenlch bin am Hauptbahnhof ausgestiegen.aussterbenausgestorbenDinosaurier sind langst ausgestorben.ausziehenausgezogenlIch bin von zu Hause
ausgezogen.bleibengebliebenWir sind bis spat nachts geblieben.drankommendrangekommenSie sind in der zweiten Runde drangekommen.eindringeneingedrungenDie Rauber sind durch das Fenster in das Haus eingedrungen.einfalleneingefallenDas ist mir vor einer Woche eingefallen.eingeheneingegangenDer Pullover ist mir beim Waschen
eingegangen.einschlafeneingeschlafenEr ist frih eingeschlafen.einsteigeneingestiegenSie sind in Koln eingestiegen.einzieheneingezogenlch bin bei Freunden eingezogen, sie haben eine Wohngemeinschaft.entstehenentstandenDer Schaden ist beim letzten Unwetter entstanden.erscheinenerschienenMeine Freundin ist mir im Traum erschienen,
deshalb musste ich sie anrufen.fahrengefahrenWir sind in den Urlaub gefahren.fallengefallenDer Hut ist mir vom Kopf gefallen.fliegengeflogenDie Enten sind in den Siiden geflogen.fliehengeflohenDie Haftlinge sind aus dem Gefangnis geflohen.flieBengeflossenDas Regenwasser ist in den See geflossen.gehengegangenWir sind mit der Klasse in den
Zoo gegangen.gelingengelungenDie Projektarbeit ist mir gut gelungen.genesengenesenSie sind wieder genesen.geschehengeschehenEs ist schon geschehen, wir kdnnen es nicht mehr rickgangig machen.heimkommenheimgekommenSeine GrofSeltern sind vor funf Tagen heimgekommen.klarkommenklargekommenWir sind auch ohne unsere Eltern
klargekommen.kommengekommenDie Miillabfuhr ist gestern gekommen.laufengelaufenSie sind einen Marathon gelaufen.losfahrenlosgefahrenWir sind schon losgefahren.mitkommenmitgekommenEr ist mit uns im Auto mitgekommen.rausgehenrausgegangenSie ist vor ein paar Minuten rausgegangen.reisengereistVor unserem Studium sind wir viel
gereist.rennengeranntEr ist schnell gerannt und hat das Rennen gewonnen.schwimmengeschwommenWir sind im Meer geschwommen.sinkengesunkenDie Titanic ist vor vielen Jahren gesunken.spazieren gehenspazieren gegangenWir sind spazieren gegangen, um den schonen Abend zu genielSen.springengesprungensSie ist so weit wie kein anderer
gesprungen.stehengestandenSie sind Uber zwei Stunden in der Schlange gestanden.stehen bleibenstehen gebliebenEr ist stehen geblieben, um sich das Haus genauer anzusehen.sterbengestorbenSie ist an einem Herzinfarkt gestorben.umsteigenumgestiegenWir sind in Miinchen umgestiegen.umziehenumgezogenSie sind in eine schonere Wohnung
umgezogen.verlaufenverlaufenDie Tinte auf dem Blatt ist verlaufen.verschwindenverschwundenDie Schlissel sind verschwunden, wir miussen sie finden.vorbeikommenvorbeigekommenUnsere Nachbarn sind auf einen Kaffee vorbeigekommen.vorkommenvorgekommenEs ist schon vorgekommen, dass Leute meinen Namen falsch



aussprechen.wachsengewachsenDie Blumen sind nach dem letzten Regen gewachsen.wanderngewandertWir sind im Urlaub viel gewandert.wegfahrenweggefahrenNach dem Streit ist er einfach weggefahren.weggehenweggegangenMeine Hautrotung ist weggegangen.werdengewordenDein Kind ist grols
geworden.zurechtkommenzurechtgekommenWir sind in der Schweiz gut zurechtgekommen.zuriickgehenzuriickgegangenDas Fieber ist zuriickgegangen.zurickkommenzurickgekommenDer Krebs ist zurickgekommen.zusammenbleibenzusammengebliebenSie sind trotz regelmalligen Streits zusammengeblieben. Es gibt einige Verben, deren Perfekt-
Zeitform sich mit dem Hilfsverb “haben” und “sein” bilden lassen. Welches Hilfsverb du verwenden musst, hangt von der Bedeutung des Verbs im Satz und vom Subjekt ab. Hier einige Beispiele fur dich: Verb in der GrundformHilfsverbVerb im Partizip I[IBeispielsatzbiegenhabengebogenlch habe das Eisen gebogen.biegenseingebogenDas Eisen ist
gebogen.brechenhabengebrochenEr hat sich das Bein gebrochen.brechenseingebrochenDas Bein ist gebrochen.fangenhabengefangenSie haben den Ball gefangen.fangenseingefangenEr ist im Haus gefangen.frierenhabengefrorenWir haben im Winter gefroren.frierenseingefrorenDas Eis ist gefroren.schleifenhabengeschliffenSie haben den
Diamanten geschliffen.schleifenseingeschliffenDer Diamant ist geschliffen.schmelzenhabengeschmolzenWir haben Schokolade geschmolzen.schmelzenseingeschmolzenDie Schokolade ist geschmolzen.stofSenhabengestofSenEr hat mich von der Leiter gestoRen.stofSenseingestofenWir sind zur Gruppe gestoRen.streichenhabengestrichenSie haben die
Wand in Rot gestrichen.streichenseingestrichenDie Wand ist gestrichen.verderbenhabenverdorbenlhr habt uns den Abend verdorben.verderbenseinverdorbenDie Apfel sind verdorben. Liste als PDFDiese Liste auch als PDF downloaden:Perfekt Verben Liste als PDF Weitere hilfreiche Grammatik-Listen habe ich hier fir dich zusammengestellt:
Adjektive steigern ListeAdverbien ListeDeutsche Verben ListeKonjunktionen ListeN-Deklination ListeNomen ListeNomen-Komposita ListeNomen-Verb-Verbindungen ListePrafix ListePrapositionen ListePronomen ListeReflexive Verben ListeSchwache Verben ListeStarke Verben ListeTrennbare Verben ListeUnregelmalige Verben ListeVerben mit
Akkusativ ListeVerben mit Dativ ListeVerben mit Dativ und Akkusativ ListeVerben mit Prapositionen ListeZusammengesetzte Adjektive Liste The German perfect tense (das Perfekt) is used to describe actions or events that happened in the past but maintain a connection to the present. This is in contrast to the simple past tense (Prateritum), which is
often reserved for written language and describes actions as entirely in the past. The Perfekt, by comparison, dominates spoken German, making it an essential tense for conversational fluency.1. Connection to the Present: The Perfekt highlights past actions that are relevant or have ongoing implications in the present.Example: Ich habe das Buch
gelesen. (I have read the book.)2. Structure of the Sentence: A unique feature of das Perfekt is the placement of the past participle at the end of the sentence. This word order is characteristic of German grammar and may take some adjustment for English speakers.Example: Wir haben gestern FufSball gespielt. (We played soccer yesterday.)3. Use of
Auxiliary Verbs: The German perfect tense relies on the auxiliary verbs haben (to have) or sein (to be), combined with the past participle of the main verb.Example: Sie ist nach Hause gegangen. (She went home.)The perfect tense is the most used past tense in spoken German. It helps express completed actions and is essential for daily conversations,
storytelling, and personal experiences.Key Reasons to Learn the Perfect Tense: Essential for Speaking: Native speakers use das Perfekt instead of the simple past in conversation.Common in Everyday Life: Whether talking about your day, travel experiences, or past events, you need it to express yourself naturally.Easy to Learn: The structure is
consistent—use an auxiliary verb (haben or sein) with the past participle at the end.Used in Exams & Writing: Understanding it is important for language exams, formal writing, and comprehension tests.Foundation for Advanced Tenses: Learning this tense makes it easier to understand the past perfect (Plusquamperfekt) and future perfect (Futur
IT).Example SentencesIch habe Deutsch gelernt. (I have learned German.)Er ist nach Hause gegangen. (He went home.)The perfect tense is a must-have skill for any German learner aiming for fluency.How to conjugate regular verbs in the present perfect tense in GermanOne of the intriguing aspects of the Perfekt is its composition. It’s formed by
combining an auxiliary verb (either ‘haben’ or ‘sein’) with the past participle of the main verb.The Perfekt is conjugated by using a form of haben (to have)/ or sein (to be) at the 2nd position of a main clause and the past participle at the end of the sentence.ExamplesDas Madchen hat tiber den Witz gelacht. The girl has laughed at the joke.Der Student
ist nach Hause gefahren. The student has gone home.Learning the perfect tense in German has never been easier with the help of our blog article.Understanding the Role of the German verbs Haben and SeinIn German, the two auxiliary verbs, ‘haben’ (to have) and ‘sein’ (to be), are foundational to forming the perfect tense. The choice between
‘haben’ and ‘sein’ often depends on the main verb’s action and can significantly alter the sentence’s meaning.These auxiliaries aren’t just arbitrary choices; they are deeply rooted in the semantics of the sentence. Typically, ‘haben’ is used with transitive verbs (verbs that require a direct object). However, ‘sein’ is typically reserved for intransitive
verbs that denote movement (like ‘gehen’ - to go) or a change of state (such as ‘werden’ - to become).When to use seinL.ocomotion: If you can go/move from A to B. These are often verbs of movement e.g swim, run, jump, go, driveThe verbs “to happen”: passieren/geschehenChange of a condition: e.g. Das Eis ist geschmolzen. The ice is
meltedExamplesDer Junge ist heute zur Schule gegangen. The boy has gone today to school.Das Madchen ist iiber das Hindernis gesprungen. The girl has jumped over the obstacle.Die Situation ist passiert. The situation has happened.Die Frau ist aufgestanden. The woman has got up.When to use habenlIn all other cases haben is used e.g transitive
verbs.Examplesich habe die Aufgabe gemacht. I have done the task.Du hast dem Studenten geholfen. You have helped the student.Inge hat lange gelesen. Inge has read for a long time.Forming the past participle (Partizip ii) of the PerfektThe past participle form is formed by adding a “ge” and “t” to the word stem for regular verbs (weak
verbs).Examples:lachen (laugh) = gelachtmachen (make) = gemachtGerman Irregular verbsThere are two kinds of irregular verbs: strong verbs or mixed verbs for the perfect in German. The strong verbs have an “en” ending instead of an “t”.Examples: fahren (to drive) = gefahrenfangen (catch) = gefangenrufen (call) = gerufenMixed verbs have a
change of the vowel and are more difficult to form. These verbs change their verb stem.Examplesdenken = gedachtgehen = gegangenhelfen = geholfenlt makes sense to learn the irregular verbs. Here is a good list. How to use the perfect with separable verbsVerbs with separable prefixes are using for example one of these prefixes: ab, an, auf, aus,
bei, ein, her, hin, herunter, mit, nach, um, weg, zuNormally the Perfekt is created by placing a “ge” after the prefix and a “t” or “en” at the end. The same rules are applied here: In case the verb is regular, then a “t” is palced at the end.- machen = gemachtausmachen = ausgemachtExamples: Der Student ist von der Party weggegangen. The student
has left the party.Der Bus ist um 8 Uhr abgefahren. The bus has left at 8 o’clock.Die Freunde haben Uber den Urlaub nachgedacht. The friends have been thinking about the vacation.Die Mutter hat das Licht ausgemacht. The mother has turned off the light.Modal verbsThe present perfect differs for Modal verbs in German:Form of “haben”+
“infinitive” + “infinitive of modal verb”Examples: Der Schiiler hat die Aufgabe machen miissen. The student had to do the task.Die Studenten haben fiir die Klausur lernen miissen. The students had to study for the exam.Der Junge hat sein Zimmer aufraumen sollen. The boy was supposed to tidy his room.Note: It is not common to use use the perfect
tense with Modal verbs in German. People are using the simple past instead (also for English).Differences between spoken and written German languageln the spoken language and informal German the perfect tense is used much more than the simple past. These two tenses are in English equally difficult. In German on the other hand, the simple past
is more difficult because it has more irregular verbs.Common Mistakes and How to Avoid ThemMany learners make the same mistakes, which can lead to incorrect sentence structures or confusing meanings. Below are the most common mistakes and how to fix them.1. Using the Wrong Auxiliary Verb (Haben vs. Sein)Rule: Use haben for most verbs
and sein for verbs indicating locomotion or a change of state. Incorrect: Ich bin FuSball gespielt. Correct: Ich habe Ful3ball gespielt. (I played soccer.) Incorrect: Er hat nach Hause gegangen. Correct: Er ist nach Hause gegangen. (He went home.)2. Misplacing the Past ParticipleRule: In main clauses, the past participle goes at the end of the sentence.
Incorrect: Ich habe gekauft ein Auto. Correct: Ich habe ein Auto gekauft. (I bought a car.)3. Forgetting to Add “ge-” to Regular VerbsRule: Regular verbs in the perfect tense start with “ge-” and end with “-t”. Incorrect: Ich habe lernte Deutsch. Correct: Ich habe Deutsch gelernt. (I learned German.)4. Incorrect Past Participle Formation for Irregular
VerbsRule: Irregular verbs have unique past participles that must be memorized. Incorrect: Ich habe ein Buch geschreibet. Correct: Ich habe ein Buch geschrieben. (I wrote a book.)How to Avoid These Mistakes:Avoiding these common mistakes will help you use the perfect tense correctly and sound more natural in German conversations.Summary &
Key TakeawaysThe German perfect tense is essential for everyday conversations and is widely used in spoken German. Understanding its structure and rules will help you communicate past events clearly and accurately. Below are the key points covered in this guide:Usage: The perfect tense describes past events, especially in spoken
German.Formation: It consists of an auxiliary verb (haben or sein) and the past participle.Choosing Haben or Sein:Haben is used for most verbs, including transitive verbs.Sein is used with verbs indicating motion from A to B or a change of state.Past Participle Formation:Regular verbs: Add ge- at the beginning and -t at the end (e.g., machen -
gemacht).Irregular verbs: Change the stem and end in -en (e.g., gehen — gegangen).Separable verbs: The ge- comes between the prefix and the verb stem (e.g., aufmachen — aufgemacht).Modal Verbs in Perfekt: They follow a double infinitive structure (hat + infinitive + modal verb).When to Use Perfekt vs. Prateritum:Perfekt is preferred in spoken
German.Prateritum is used more often in formal writing.FAQ:Why is the Perfekt important?It is important because people use it a lot in daily life.How is the past participle formed?Regular verbs add a “ge” plus a “t” to the word stem.How can I practise the German Perfect Tense in a quiz or in exercises?Take our can find a free quiz.



