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When	most	travellers	think	of	animals	in	Peru,	alpacas	and	llamas	are	the	first	that	come	to	mind,	but	these	woolly	mountain	mammals	aren’t	the	only	cool	creatures	roaming	around.	The	Incas	considered	three	animals	sacred,	each	symbolizing	the	three	stages	of	life:	the	condor	as	heaven,	the	puma	as	earth,	and	the	serpent	as	the	underworld.	You’ll
find	temples,	shrines,	and	carvings	dedicated	to	the	big	three	at	many	Incan	archaeological	sites,	such	as	the	Temple	of	the	Condor	at	Machu	Picchu.	Whether	you’re	hiking	the	Inca	Trail	or	glamping	in	the	Amazon	jungle,	you’ll	be	in	awe	of	the	birds	and	mammals,	many	of	which	are	endemic	to	Peru.	1.	Vicuña	What	do	you	get	if	you	cross	a	llama
and	an	alpaca?	No,	this	isn’t	the	start	of	a	bad	joke	–	it’s	a	vicuña,	the	national	animal	of	Peru.	The	vicuña	is	the	smallest	member	of	the	llama	family	and	it	was	prized	by	the	Incas.	You’ll	spot	these	little	llamas	everywhere	on	flags,	at	Incan	ruins,	and	in	the	flesh	on	a	trek	in	the	Andes.	Vicuñas	grow	fine,	soft	woolly	coats	that	can	be	sheared	only
every	three	years.	Because	of	that,	their	wool	is	an	expensive	product	that	was	worn	only	by	royalty	in	the	Inca	Empire.	Today,	vicuñas	are	a	protected	species,	and	businesses	must	have	a	special	licence	to	use	their	wool,	which	keeps	it	expensive	and	rare.	You’re	more	likely	to	find	wool	products	made	from	llama	and	baby	alpaca	in	the	markets.	Spot
them	for	yourself	on:	Absolute	Peru	2.	Tunki	Better	known	as	a	“cock-of-the-rock,”	the	brightly	coloured	tunki,	Peru’s	national	bird,	lives	in	the	cloud	forests	along	the	eastern	slopes	of	the	Andes.	The	first	thing	you’ll	spot	is	its	brilliant	red-orange	head	and	fan-like	crest	that	resembles	the	plume	of	a	Roman	soldier’s	helmet.	This	vibrant	head	of
feathers	contrasts	with	its	black	undercarriage	and	monochrome	wings.	The	males	are	easier	to	spot	as	they’re	more	colourful	than	the	females.	3.	Andean	condor	The	Incas	believed	the	majestic	Andean	condor	was	the	bird	of	heaven	and	carried	the	dead	to	the	afterlife	on	its	wings.	Condors	certainly	do	fly	high	–	up	to	6,500m	(21,300	ft)	into	the	sky
–	and	they	have	a	wingspan	double	the	height	of	the	average	person.	Despite	being	a	member	of	the	vulture	family,	condors	aren’t	actually	predators.	They’re	a	bit	lazy	and	prefer	to	find	animals	that	are	already	dead	to	chow	down	on.	Spot	them	for	yourself	on:	Absolute	Peru:	Amazon	Jungle	&	Machu	Picchu	by	Train	4.	Puma	A	symbol	of	power	to	the
Incas,	the	puma	was	such	an	important	animal	in	this	culture	that	they	modelled	the	city	of	Cusco	on	it.	When	you	visit	the	city,	grab	a	map	and	see	if	you	can	trace	the	outline	of	the	puma	yourself	(hint:	Sacsaywaman	is	its	head).	This	mighty	cat	was	seen	as	the	top	predator,	and	the	Incas	emulated	its	power	and	strength	in	their	way	of	life.	5.
Amazon	pink	river	dolphin	This	blushed	dolphin,	aka	the	“boto,”	has	been	the	subject	of	many	Amazonian	myths	and	legends	over	the	centuries.	One	story	suggests	that	they’re	shapeshifters	who	turn	into	handsome	men	at	night	and	come	ashore	to	seduce	women.	Another	legend	says	that	if	you	jump	in	the	river	at	night,	they	can	whisk	you	away	to	a
magical	world.	We	don’t	suggest	testing	that	second	theory	–	it’s	likely	a	caiman	or	piranha	will	find	you	first.	Spot	them	for	yourself	on:	Amazon	Riverboat	Adventure	In	Depth	6.	Hoatzin	Recognized	for	its	cobalt	blue	face	and	piercing	red	eyes,	the	hoatzin,	also	known	as	the	dinosaur	bird,	starts	life	with	two	claws	on	each	wing,	similar	to	a
pterodactyl.	Scientists	have	long	scratched	their	heads	over	its	possible	connection	to	dinosaurs.	See	the	resemblances	yourself,	and	you’ll	soon	learn	that	Jurassic	Park	isn’t	the	only	film	inspired	by	Amazonian	wildlife.	Spot	them	for	yourself	on:	Amazon	to	the	Andes	7.	Humboldt	penguin	The	Ballestas	Islands	south	of	Lima	are	the	only	place	other
than	Antarctica	where	you	can	see	Humboldt	penguins.	These	mid-sized	penguins	are	excellent	swimmers,	and	they’re	known	to	dive	up	to	150m	(500	ft)	underwater	in	search	of	fish.	The	islands	are	protected,	so	you	can’t	swim	or	walk	on	them,	but	boat	tours	run	from	Paracas	to	give	you	a	good	view	of	the	penguins	and	the	thousands	of	other
species	living	on	the	islands.	Spot	them	for	yourself	on:	Absolute	Peru	8.	Hummingbird	Catching	sight	of	a	hummingbird	is	a	hugely	gratifying	experience,	as	they’re	incredibly	fast	and	quiet.	Several	breeds	unique	to	Peru	can	be	spotted	in	the	Andean	cloud	forests,	such	as	the	giant	hummingbird,	the	largest	of	the	species,	which	is	still	only	20	cm	(8
in)	long.	Wearing	red	increases	your	chances	of	a	close	encounter	–	the	hummingbirds	think	you’re	a	flower.	9.	Jaguar	El	tigre	is	a	rare	sighting	nowadays	because	years	of	poaching	and	deforestation	have	pushed	the	jaguar	to	the	brink	of	extinction.	But	if	you’re	going	to	strike	it	lucky	somewhere,	it’ll	be	the	Amazon	jungle.	These	big	cats	tend	to	stay
near	water	and	swamps,	so	keep	your	eyes	peeled	when	you’re	whizzing	down	the	Amazon	in	a	motorized	voadeira	boat	on	an	adventure	in	the	rainforest.	Spot	them	for	yourself	on:	Amazon	Riverboat	Adventure	In	Depth	10.	Spectacled	bear	The	only	bear	found	south	of	the	equator,	the	spectacled	bear	(ukumari	in	Quechuan)	owes	its	name	to	the
yellow	circular	markings	that	go	partly	or	all	the	way	around	its	eyes.	These	bears	live	in	the	desert,	but	you’ve	got	a	better	chance	of	spotting	one	while	trekking	in	the	Andes.	They	love	to	hang	out	in	the	trees,	so	don’t	forget	to	look	up	as	well	as	around.	11.	Viscacha	Viscachas	resemble	rabbits,	but	they	are	more	closely	related	to	chinchillas.	These
bashful	rodents	are	nocturnal	and	hide	in	the	rocks	high	up	in	the	Andes	during	the	day,	so	you	would	be	lucky	to	spot	one.	But	stranger	things	have	happened	in	Peru…	like	shapeshifting	dolphins	seducing	the	local	chicas.	It’s	best	to	just	stay	ready	for	anything.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,
even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,
but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything
the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or
moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Nestled	in	the	heart	of	South	America,	the	diverse	and	captivating	country	of	Peru	is	home	to	an	incredible	array	of	wildlife.	Peru	is	one	of	the	most	biodiverse	nations	on	Earth.	Thus,	it	boasts	a	dazzling	assortment	of	flora	and	fauna,	thanks	to	its	unique	geography.	Peru’s	geography	encompasses	the
Amazon	rainforest,	the	Andean	highlands,	and	the	Pacific	coastline.	In	this	article,	we	will	embark	on	a	journey	through	the	unique	wildlife	in	Peru,	exploring	the	various	species	that	call	this	magical	land	their	home.	From	the	enigmatic	Andean	condor	soaring	high	above	the	mountains	to	the	stealthy	jaguar,	prepare	to	be	amazed	by	the	sheer
diversity	and	beauty	of	Peruvian	wildlife.	Join	us	as	we	delve	into	the	captivating	world	of	Peru’s	animals,	uncovering	the	secrets	and	stories	that	make	these	creatures	truly	remarkable.	The	Amazon	Rainforest:	A	treasure	trove	of	biodiversity	The	Amazon	Rainforest	is	often	referred	to	as	the	“lungs	of	the	Earth”.	Thus,	it	is	a	treasure	trove	of
biodiversity,	encompassing	a	staggering	array	of	plant	and	animal	species.	With	its	dense	foliage,	vibrant	colors,	and	an	intricate	web	of	life,	the	Amazon	captivates	the	hearts	and	minds	of	nature	enthusiasts	from	around	the	world.	One	notable	area	of	this	sprawling	rainforest	is	the	Tambopata	region,	located	in	southeastern	Peru.	This	pristine
wilderness	is	teeming	with	wildlife.	Thus,	it	provides	visitors	with	a	unique	opportunity	to	witness	the	wonders	of	the	Amazon	up	close.	At	the	heart	of	Tambopata	lies	numerous	oxbow	lakes,	crescent-shaped	bodies	of	water	formed	when	a	meandering	river	changes	course.	These	lakes	are	vital	habitats	for	numerous	aquatic	species.	Therefore,	they
play	a	key	role	in	maintaining	the	delicate	balance	of	the	Amazon	ecosystem.	Sandoval	Lake,	a	famous	oxbow	lake	in	Tambopata,	is	a	thriving	hotspot	of	biodiversity.	As	you	glide	through	its	tranquil	waters,	you	may	catch	a	glimpse	of	the	prehistoric-looking	black	caiman,	the	playful	giant	river	otter,	or	the	colorful	hoatzin.	The	surrounding	rainforest
comes	alive	with	the	sounds	of	howler	monkeys,	the	flitting	of	macaws,	and	the	stealthy	movements	of	jaguars	on	the	prowl.	This	breathtaking	region,	with	its	unparalleled	biodiversity,	serves	as	a	vital	reminder	of	the	importance	of	preserving	the	Amazon	Rainforest.	The	Tambopata	oxbow	lakes	are	a	testament	to	the	rich	tapestry	of	life	that	thrives
within	the	Amazon.	Also,	they	illustrate	the	need	for	continued	conservation	efforts	to	protect	these	fragile	ecosystems.	By	exploring	the	wonders	of	the	Amazon	and	the	wildlife	in	Peru,	we	can	gain	a	deeper	appreciation	for	the	extraordinary	creatures	that	inhabit	this	enchanting	realm.	Thus,	we	can	work	together	to	ensure	their	survival	for
generations	to	come.	The	Andean	Highlands:	Life	at	high	altitudes	The	Andean	Highlands	are	a	breathtaking	region	characterized	by	snow-capped	peaks,	rugged	terrain,	and	crisp	mountain	air.	Thus,	this	region	provides	a	stunning	backdrop	for	an	array	of	unique	wildlife	species.	Life	at	high	altitudes	presents	numerous	challenges,	including	scarce
vegetation,	extreme	temperatures,	and	thin	oxygen	levels.	Yet,	the	creatures	that	inhabit	these	majestic	mountains	have	adapted	remarkably	well	to	their	surroundings,	showcasing	the	resilience	of	nature.	One	of	the	most	iconic	members	of	the	wildlife	in	Peru	is	the	Andean	condor.	The	condor	is	a	magnificent	bird	with	an	impressive	wingspan	that
can	exceed	ten	feet.	These	masterful	gliders	can	soar	effortlessly	above	the	mountain	peaks,	scanning	the	landscape	for	carrion	upon	which	they	feed.	Their	ability	to	ride	the	thermal	currents	allows	them	to	cover	vast	distances	in	search	of	food	without	expending	much	energy.	In	the	cloud	forests	and	grassy	paramo	ecosystems	of	the	Andean
Highlands,	the	elusive	spectacled	bear	roams	the	landscape.	As	the	only	bear	species	native	to	South	America,	these	gentle	giants	have	adapted	to	a	predominantly	vegetarian	diet.	Thus,	they	usually	forage	for	bromeliads,	fruits,	and	other	vegetation.	They	are	named	for	the	unique	markings	around	their	eyes,	which	resemble	eyeglasses	or
spectacles.	Another	charismatic	resident	of	the	Andean	Highlands	is	the	vicuña.	The	vicuña	is	a	graceful	camelid	and	one	of	the	two	wild	relatives	of	the	domesticated	alpaca.	Also,	vicuñas	are	known	for	their	fine,	luxurious	wool,	which	is	highly	valued	for	its	softness	and	warmth.	Additionally,	vicuñas	have	adapted	to	the	harsh	conditions	of	the	high-
altitude	grasslands	by	developing	a	remarkable	ability	to	regulate	their	body	temperature	and	conserve	energy.	The	Pacific	Coastline:	A	marine	wonderland	The	Pacific	Coastline	of	Peru	stretches	over	1,500	miles	along	the	western	edge	of	South	America.	Thus,	it	is	a	marine	wonderland	that	boasts	an	extraordinary	wealth	of	biodiversity.	Fed	by	the
nutrient-rich	Humboldt	Current,	these	coastal	waters	provide	an	abundance	of	food,	attracting	a	plethora	of	marine	life.	Thus,	this	coastline	is	one	of	the	most	productive	marine	ecosystems	in	the	world.	One	of	the	most	endearing	residents	of	the	Peruvian	coastline	is	the	Humboldt	penguin,	a	medium-sized	penguin	species	that	thrives	in	the	cool
waters	of	the	Humboldt	Current.	These	charismatic	birds	can	be	found	nesting	on	rocky	islands	and	coastal	cliffs,	diving	effortlessly	into	the	ocean	in	search	of	fish	and	squid.	Their	superb	swimming	skills,	coupled	with	their	playful	demeanor,	make	them	a	favorite	among	wildlife	enthusiasts.	The	South	American	sea	lion	is	another	iconic	inhabitant	of
the	Peruvian	coast.	It	can	be	spotted	basking	on	rocky	shores	or	frolicking	in	the	waves.	These	intelligent	and	agile	marine	mammals	form	large	colonies,	with	males	establishing	territories	to	protect	their	harems	of	females.	Sea	lions	rely	on	the	abundant	fish	and	squid	populations	of	the	Humboldt	Current	for	sustenance.	Thus,	it	highlights	the
importance	of	this	marine	ecosystem	in	supporting	such	a	diverse	array	of	species.	The	enigmatic	humpback	whale	also	graces	the	Peruvian	coastal	waters,	particularly	during	their	annual	migration	when	they	travel	to	warmer	waters	to	breed	and	give	birth.	These	gentle	giants	are	known	for	their	awe-inspiring	acrobatics	and	complex	vocalizations,
offering	unforgettable	encounters	for	those	fortunate	enough	to	witness	them	in	their	natural	habitat.	Peru	is	one	of	the	most	biodiverse	countries	in	the	world,	offering	animal	lovers	glimpses	of	some	of	the	world’s	rarest	animals.	With	the	Amazon	rainforest	and	Andes	so	close,	animal	enthusiasts	can	take	tours	through	the	jungle	and	mountains	to
see	these	creatures	in	their	natural	habitats.	Check	out	our	guide	to	the	animals	that	call	Peru’s	unique	landscape	home.	There	may	even	be	some	that	you’ve	never	heard	of	before.	Andean	condor	The	condor	is	a	scavenger	and	the	world’s	largest	flying	bird.	The	Andean	condor	lives	in	inaccessible	rock	ledges	high	in	the	Andes	and	is	in	danger	of
extinction.	Spotting	one	in	Peru	is	rare,	but	you’ll	have	the	best	chance	in	the	Sacred	Valley	and	Colca	Canyon,	which	is	near	Arequipa.	Anaconda	The	anaconda	is	the	largest	snake	in	the	world	and	can	reach	up	to	10	m	(33	ft)	long	and	weigh	up	to	250	kg	(550	lb).	Anacondas	live	in	trees	in	the	Peruvian	rainforest	where	it	slips	from	the	branches	to
attack	its	prey.	They	are	also	known	to	be	found	in	rivers	and	ponds	where	the	snakes	may	surprise	unsuspecting	prey.	Cock-of-the-rock	The	Peruvian	national	bird	is	found	in	tropical	and	subtropical	rainforests	close	to	rocky	areas,	where	they	build	their	nests.	They	are	known	for	their	bright	red	color	and	distinct	plumage.	Peruvian	hairless	dog	The
Peruvian	Inca	Orchid	is	a	line	of,	until	recently,	almost	extinct	hairless	dogs	that	date	back	to	pre-Columbian	societies.	Its	origins	are	relatively	unknown,	but	you	can	find	the	unmistakable	image	of	the	dog	on	pottery	and	art	dating	before	the	Incas	in	Peru.	You’ll	find	them	all	over	Peru	and,	trust	me,	you	won’t	miss	them:	they’re	hard	not	to	notice.
Viscacha	Viscachas	live	in	the	Andes	and	can	be	seen	near	Colca	Canyon	and	Macchu	Picchu.	It	is	a	small	rodent	in	the	same	family	as	the	Chinchilla	(Chunchilla	Lanigera)	and	are	only	found	in	Peru.	They	are	usually	gray	in	color	with	a	bushy,	long	tail	and	look	similar	to	rabbits,	apart	from	their	longer	tails.	Spectacled	bear	Spectacled	bears	are	a
relatively	small	bear	species	that	get	their	name	from	the	light	colored	rings	around	their	eyes.	The	spectacled	bear	(or	Andean	bear)	is	the	only	species	of	bear	in	South	America.	Peru’s	spectacled	bears	are	most	commonly	found	in	high	elevation	forests	and	are	becoming	increasingly	rare	to	see.	Become	a	Culture	Tripper!	Sign	up	to	our	newsletter
to	save	up	to	$800	on	our	unique	trips.	Pink	river	dolphins	Take	a	jungle	boat	cruise	through	the	Amazon.	This	opportunity	will	give	you	the	chance	to	catch	glimpses	of	rarely	sighted	jungle	animals	like	the	Amazonian	pink	dolphin.	The	large,	fresh	water	dolphins	really	are	pink,	especially	the	adults,	though	some	turn	partially	gray.	They	are	the
largest	river	dolphins	on	the	planet	and	can	weigh	up	to	400	pounds.	They	are	known	to	be	very	friendly	and	oftentimes	approach	humans.	Sea	turtles	Only	a	short	collectivo	ride	from	Los	Organos	is	the	Nuro	fisherman’s	dock	turned	turtle	swimming	adventure.	Here	you’ll	find	one	of	a	few	species	of	sea	turtle	native	to	the	Peruvian	coast.	If	you	do
decide	to	swim	with	them,	please	do	not	touch	the	turtles.	Touching	them	can	remove	a	thick	layer	of	mucus	from	their	shell	that	protects	them	from	diseases.	Llamas	Llamas	have	become	so	synonymous	with	Peruvian	culture	that	you	can	find	some	sort	of	llama	trinket	or	stuffed	animal	anywhere	in	Peru.	Llamas	are	also	native	to	Chile,	Bolivia,	and
Argentina,	and	were	used	both	as	food	and	as	a	pack	animal	by	the	Incas.	Alpaca	Alpacas	are	a	domesticated	species	of	South	American	camelid	that	look	like	a	smaller,	much	cuter,	llama.	The	animal	is	well	known	for	their	wool	which	is	very	warm	and	soft	and	found	for	sale	all	over	Cusco.	Humpback	whales	Humpback	whales	come	to	the	warmer
waters	of	the	north	of	Peru	from	August	through	October	to	give	birth.	From	Mancora	you	can	take	tours	to	go	see	the	whales	and,	if	you’re	lucky,	see	them	jump	from	the	water.	Take	a	tour	with	Pacifico	Adventures,	which	is	the	most	reputable	company	in	the	area.	Jaguar	The	jaguar	is	the	largest	cat	in	the	Americas,	reaching	up	to	2.70	m	(9	ft).
Jaguars	historically	ranged	from	the	southeastern	United	States	south	to	eastern	Argentina.	They	quickly	disappear	from	areas	impacted	by	people	and	are	listed	as	near	threatened	by	conservation	authorities.	Your	best	chance	to	spot	one	in	Peru	would	be	deep	in	the	jungle	at	a	secluded	hotel	or	resort	away	from	any	city	or	town.	Vicuna	Vicuña	is	a
South	American	camelid	that	lives	in	the	high	altitude	areas	of	the	Andes,	known	for	its	very	fine	wool.	Vicuñas	are	cousins	of	llamas	and	were	celebrated	by	the	Incas	for	their	wool.	The	wool	is	popular	because	of	its	softness	and	its	ability	to	retain	heat.	Their	coat	is	capable	of	keeping	vicuñas	warm	in	the	sometimes	freezing	temperatures	of	the
Andes.	If	you	click	on	a	link	in	this	story,	we	may	earn	affiliate	revenue.	All	recommendations	have	been	independently	sourced	by	Culture	Trip.	Typical	animals	of	Peru	With	three	very	distinct	regions,	the	coastal	desert,	the	Andes	mountains,	the	Jungle	and	its	large	variety	of	climates,	including	28	of	the	32	world	climates,	Peru	has	some	of	the
world's	greatest	biodiversity	in	the	world.	For	example	Peru	has	1,730	species	of	birds	representing	20%	of	the	planet	species	and	scientists	estimate	that	Peru	has	4,200	species	of	butterflies,	impressive	compared	to	441	in	Europe	and	679	in	North	America.	The	animals	that	can	be	seen	in	Peru:	Most	commun	animals	The	South	American	camelids
From	the	same	family	as	camels	and	dromedaries,	there	are	two	domesticated	species,	the	llama	and	the	alpaca,	and	two	wild	species,	the	vicuña	and	the	guanaco.	South	American	camelids	have	a	tendency	to	spit	when	disturbed,	but	all	do	not,	depends	on	their	character	or	mood.	So,	be	careful	approaching	very	close,	if	the	animal	looks	us	in	the
eyes,	lay	its	ears	back	and	start	grimacing,	warns	us!		See	more	details	about	camelids	Lama	Glama	Linnaeus	It	is	the	largest	of	the	South	American	camelids,	full-size	llama	is	1.30	to	1.80	m	(5.5	to	6	ft)	tall	at	the	top	of	the	head	and	can	weigh	130	kg	to	200	kg	(280	to	450	lb).	Used	as	a	pack	animal,	the	wool	is	not	of	very	high	quality.	Its	meat	is
consumed	in	Bolivia	and	in	Peru	only	dried,	called	"charki".	Vicugna	Pacos	Linnaeus		Smaller	than	the	llama,	full-size	alpaca	is	1	m	(40	in)	at	the	withers	and	weighs	70	kg	(150	lb)	maximum.	Alpaca	fiber	is	of	very	high	quality	and	this	animal	has	the	lowest	level	of	cholesterol	of	any	meat.	Peru	is	the	largest	breeder	of	alpacas.	There	are	two	species,
the	most	common	is	the	huacaya	with	a	dense	and	fluffy	wool,	while	the	suri	has	a	long	and	wavy	fleece.	Not	so	common	animals	Vicugna	Vicugna	Molina		Visible	in	the	reserves	of	Pampas	Galeras	(100	km	/	60	mi	northeast	of	Nasca)	and	Salinas	y	Aguadas	Blancas	north	of	Arequipa	at	4,000	m	(13,000	ft)	above	sea	level.	It	is	the	smallest	of	camelids,
90	cm	(35	in)	at	the	withers	and	weighs	up	to	40	kg	(90	lb).	Vicuña	is	easily	recognized	thanks	to	its	wooly	coat	of	cinnamon	colour,	white	throat	and	chest,	graceful	with	big	eyes	and	long	eyelashes.	Lama	Guanicoe	Mulle		As	the	vicuña,	guanaco	is	a	wild	animal,	but	much	larger,		1.10	m	(43	in)	-	120	kg	(270	lb),	more	similar	to	the	llama,	a	parent
specie.	The	wool	is	dense,	short,	reddish	brown	with	a	grey	face	and	small	straight	ears.	Vultur	Gryphus		It	is	a	bird	family	Cathartidae,	an	American	vultures	and	one	can	be	seen	its	majestic	flight	in	the	Colca	and	Cotahuasi	canyons	(Arequipa).	The	condor	is	a	scavenger	and	is	the	world's	largest	flying	bird	with	more	than	1	m	(3.30	ft)	tall,	a
wingspan	of	3.80	m	(12	ft)	and	reaching	a	weight	of	11	to	15	kg	(24	to	33	lb).	Juveniles	have	a	brown	brown	until	2	years	old.	The	adult	plumage	is	black	with	white	feathers	surrounding	the	neck	and	parts	of	the	wings.	In	the	male,	the	head	is	crowned	with	a	dark	red	comb.	The	condor	lives	in	inaccessible	rock	ledges	in	the	Andes.		it	flaps	its	wings
very	rarely,	relying	on	thermals	to	stay	aloft,	can	reach	7,000	meters	(23,000	ft)	and	flight	hundreds	of	kilometers.	Condor	is	known	to	be	a	sociable	and	faithful	animal,	can	live	up	to	90	years.	The	female	deposits	only	one	egg	every	two	years	and	the	species	is	in	danger	of	extinction.	The	condor	eat	more	than	1	kg	of	meat	feeding	mainly	on	carrion.
Legends	and	customs	Popular	belief	has	it	that	the	condor	can	carry	a	small	animal	and	even	a	child	that	is	completely	wrong.	Its	own	weight	hardly	allows	soar,	therefore	it	is	impossible	to	carry	an	additional	load.	Besides	the	hind	toe	is	slightly	developed	and	the	feet	are	of	little	use	as	organs	of	prehension.	It	is	usually	found	in	the	Peruvian	coast.
The	Peruvian	hairless	dog	is	a	breed	of	dog	with	its	origins	in	Peruvian	pre-Inca	cultures,	represented	on	ceramics	of	different	civilizations,	the	oldest	dating	from	300	BC.	In	Inca	times	it	was	called	the	Allqu	and	was	reserved	for	the	nobility.	Today	this	dog	is	scarce	and	the	Peruvian	Congress	declared	it	as	heritage	of	the	nation	in	2001.	Its	skin	is
smooth,	elastic	and	warm	to	the	touch	for	his	lack	of	hair.	The	color,	uniform	or	with	pink	spots	can	be	black,	gray	(the	most	common)	or	brown	(light	or	dark).	It	can	be	completely	hairless	or	may	have	short	hair	on	top	of	its	head,	on	the	tip	of	its	tail	and	on	its	feet.	Exists	three	sizes:		Small	-	25-40	cm	(10-16	in)	weight	4-8	kg	(8-18	lb)	Medium	-	40-50
cm	(16-20	in)	weight	8-12	kg	(18-26	lb)		Large	-	50-65	cm	(20-26	in)	weight	12-25	kg	(26-55	lb)	Lagidium	Peruanum		Lives	in	the	Andes	and	one	can	be	see	it	in	the	Colca	Canyon	and	Macchu	Picchu.	It	is	a	small	rodent	in	the	same	family	as	the	Chinchilla	(Chunchilla	Lanigera)	and	is	endemic	to	Peru	(only	found	in	this	country).	It	is	usually	gray	in
color	with	a	bushy	and	long	tail.	They	are	often	immobile	and	sunning	on	the	rocks.	Rare	animals	Puma	Concolor		The	cougar	or	puma	is	a	large	felid	native	to	the	Americas	and	was	part	of	the	Andean	trilogy,	the	3	worlds	(heaven,	earth	and	subsoil)	represented	respectively	by	the	3	sacred	animals	(the	condor,	puma	and	the	snake).	Adult	stand	about
60	to	90	cm	(24	to	35	in)	tall	at	the	shoulders	around	2.40	m	(7.9	ft)	long	nose-to-tail,	weigh	50	to	100	kg	(115	to	220	lb).	Predator,	the	cougar	will	eat	any	animal	it	can	catch,	from	insects	to	large	animals	like	deer	and	rarely	reaches	more	than	13/14	years.	The	gougar	almost	disappeared	from	the	Andean	highlands	to	take	refuge	on	the	eastern
slope,	between	Andes	Amazon	jungle.	Tremarctos	Ornatus		The	spectacled	bear	or	Andean	bear	lives	in	the	high	jungle	boundary	between	the	Andes	and	the	Amazon	rainforest	between	500	and	2.700	m	(1.600	to	9.000	ft),	mainly	in	Peru.	Is	a	medium-sized	bear,	with	less	than	two	meters	(80	in)	tall,	can	weigh	from	100	to	200	kg	(220	to	440	lb),	its
fur	is	blackish	in	color	and	its	name	usually	comes	from	white	markings	around	the	eyes.	Eunectes	Murinus		It	is	a	constrictor	snake	family	genus	of	boas	found	in	tropical	South	America.	Anaconda	is	the	largest	snake	in	the	world,	reaching	up	to	10	m	(33	ft)	long,	can	weigh	250	kg	(550	lb)	and	40	cm	(16	in)	in	diameter,	but	generally	measured	5-7	m
(16-23	ft)	weighing	50-100	kg	(110-220	lb).	It	has	a	dark	green	color	lighter	on	the	belly	with	black	and	beige	spots	on	the	flanks	and	yellow	and	black	patterns	on	the	tip	of	the	tail.	Anaconda	lives	in	trees	where	it	let	slip	from	the	branches	to	attack	its	prey,	and	also	in	rivers	or	ponds	where	the	snake	may	surprise	other	animal	coming	to	get	water.	It
is	a	constrictor,	means	that	winds	around	its	prey	to	drown	it.	Despite	its	enormous	size,	anaconda	has	a	surprisingly	rapidity,	leaving	no	chance	the	animal	to	escape.	Tests	performed	with	an	anaconda	of	6	m	(20	ft)	and	40	kg	(90	lb)	attacking	a	turkey	provided	with	sensors.	The	pressure	exerted	by	the	snake	was	calculated	at	6.5	kg	/	cm2	(93	Psi),
equivalent	to	4	tons	(8.800	lb)	of	pressure.	The	anaconda	swallows	its	prey	with	its	separate	jaws,	allowing	to	eat	large	size	animals.	Their	favorite	prey	are	capybaras	(the	largest	rodent	in	the	world	-	80	kg),	tapirs,	peccaries,	deer,	alligators	and	jaguars.	Anaconda	among	the	10	most	powerful	animal	in	the	world	is	considered	as	zoologists.	Digestion
can	last	several	weeks,	so	it	is	completely	harmless	and	almost	numb	during	this	time.	Panthera	Onca		The	jaguar	or	otorongo	is	the	largest	cat	in	America,	reaching	2.70	m	(9	ft)	from	head	to	tail	and	weighing	many	times	more	than	100	kg	(220	lb).	Like	a	leopard,	his	behavior	is	closer	to	the	tiger.	Such	as	this,	like	swimming	and	are	solitary	hunters.
The	jaguar	has	the	strongest	powerful	bite	of	felines,	it	pierces	directly	through	the	temporal	bones	of	the	skull	with	its	canine	teeth,	piercing	the	brain	and	can	pierce	the	shell	of	a	huge	turtle.	Jaguar	Hunts	usually	large	prey	like	deer,	peccaries,	tapirs,	crocodiles	and	large	snakes	like	the	anaconda.	Rupicola	Peruviana		The	gallito	de	las	rocas	or
Tunki	in	Quechua,	is	found	in	the	high	jungle	of	the	Amazon	rainforest,	on	the	eastern	slope	of	the	Andes	and	is	the	national	bird	of	Peru.	He	lives	between	1,000	and	2,500	m	(3,300	-	8,000	ft)	above	sea	level	on	the	cliffs	near	a	river,	always	in	inaccessible	places.	Medium	in	size,	about	30	cm	(12	in),	the	male	is	bright	orange	or	red	colors	with	a	very
prominent	fan-shaped	crest,	wings	and	tail	are	black.	The	female	is	overall	brownish,	which	allows	it	merges	with	the	rocks.	Pygocentrus	nattereri		Small	fish	of	the	Amazon	rainforest,	is	normally	15	to	25	cm	(6	to	10	in)	long,	rarely	more	than	30	cm	(12	in).	Contrary	to	popular	belief,	piranhas	rarely	attack	humans,	besides	Indians	bathe	in	rivers
without	problems	and	its	flesh	is	delicious.	However,	take	care	of	your	fingers	when	removing	the	fish	hook	and	not	bathe	with	a	bloody	wound!	Inia	Geoffrensis	Also	called	Amazon	river	dolphin,	is	the	largest	freshwater	river	dolphin,	can	range	up	to	2.50	m	(8.2	ft)	in	lengh	and	weigh	up	to	100	kg	(220	lb).	Dark	gray	at	birth,	rinsed	in	adolescence
and	adult	takes	its	pink	color,	males	have	a	more	intense	color.	The	dolphin	seducer	In	traditional	Amazon	floklore,	the	pink	dolphin	becomes	at	night	a	handsome	young	man	who	seduces	girls.	This	myth	is	used	to	justify	out	of	wedlock	pregnancies	and	single	mothers.	Ready	to	learn	all	about	Peruvian	animals?I’ve	always	been	fascinated	by	animals,
and	by	how	they	can	be	so	different	from	one	country	to	another.	In	this	guide,	we’ll	focus	on	the	many	animals	Peru	has	on	the	land,	in	the	sky,	and	underwater.I’ve	split	the	guide	into	4	categories:Native	animals	from	PeruEndangered	animals	of	PeruWhat	is	Peru	national	animal?How	many	animals	native	to	Peru?Let’s	dive	in	right	away	with	our
first	category!Native	Animals	from	PeruPeru	is	a	large	South	American	country	located	in	the	northwestern	part	of	the	continent,	next	to	the	Pacific	Ocean.	It	is	the	third-largest	country	in	South	America,	was	home	to	several	ancient	cultures,	and	used	to	be	a	Spanish	colony.	It	is	bordered	by	Brazil,	Ecuador,	Colombia,	Chile,	and	Bolivia,	and	its
capital	and	largest	city	is	Lima,	which	counts	more	than	9,751,000	inhabitants	(but	more	than	10,882,000	if	you	include	the	metropolitan	area).An	interesting	part	of	the	country	that	I	wanted	to	tackle	is	its	wildlife.	In	light	of	that,	I	have	listed	the	best	of	it,	and	I	hope	you	will	love	learning	what	animals	live	in	Peru.Here’s	the	Peru	animals	list.1.
VicuñaName:	VicuñaScientific	name:	Lama	vicugnaConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	vicuña	is	definitely	the	most	famous	Peru	animal,	and	you	must	have	already	heard	of	it,	or	at	least	its	close	relative,	the	llama.	It	lives	in	the	high	elevations	of	the	Andes	mountain	range	(between	3,200	and	4,800	m	/	10,500	and	15,700	ft),	and	is	most	likely	the
living	ancestor	of	the	domesticated	alpacas,	raised	for	their	coats.This	camelid	is	the	national	animal	of	Peru,	and	it	is	very	shy	and	lives	in	large	herds.2.	Andean	cock-of-the-rockName:	Andean	cock-of-the-rockScientific	name:	Rupicola	peruvianusConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	Andean	cock-of-the-rock,	also	known	as	the	tunki	in	Quechua,	is
the	national	bird	of	Peru.	It	is	a	large	passerine	bird,	and	is	sexually	dimorphic:	while	females	are	entirely	brown,	males	have	a	large	crest	on	top	of	their	head	and	are	black,	gray	and	strikingly	orange.This	bird’s	range	is	made	of	thin	strips	running	from	Bolivia	to	Venezuela,	and	although	it	suffers	from	habitat	destruction,	it	is	not	considered
threatened	for	now.3.	Darwin’s	rheaccho	/	CC	BY-NC-NDName:	Darwin’s	rheaScientific	name:	Rhea	pennataConservation	status:	Least	concernDarwin’s	rhea,	also	known	as	the	lesser	rhea,	is	a	large	species	of	flightless	bird	native	to	South	America,	more	precisely	in	its	southern	half,	in	Altiplano	and	Patagonia.This	bird	is	primarily	a	herbivore,	and	it
feeds	on	cacti,	grasses,	and	saltbush.	It	can	be	found	in	the	open	scrub	in	the	grasslands	of	Peru,	usually	at	elevations	lower	than	1,500	m	/	4,900	ft.4.	Andean	condorName:	Andean	condorScientific	name:	Vultur	gryphusConservation	status:	VulnerableThe	Andean	condor	is	one	of	the	most	iconic	and	impressive	animals	from	the	Andes	mountain
range.	It	is	the	largest	flying	bird	in	the	world	both	by	weight	and	by	wingspan,	reaching	respectively	up	to	15	kg	/	33	lb	and	3.3	m	/	10	ft	10	in!This	condor	is	a	scavenger	that	primarily	feeds	on	carrion,	usually	that	of	deer	or	cattle.	It	lives	at	elevations	of	up	to	5,000	m	/	16,000	ft,	and	is	one	of	the	world’s	longest-living	birds,	with	a	lifespan	of	more
than	70	years!5.	Amazonian	manateeName:	Amazonian	manateeScientific	name:	Trichechus	inunguisConservation	status:	VulnerableThe	Amazonian	manatee	is	a	species	of	manatee	native	to	the	Amazon	Basin,	in	Peru,	Brazil,	Colombia,	and	Ecuador.	It	lives	in	the	freshwater	streams	of	the	continent	and	has	fine	hairs	all	over	its	body.	It	is	the
smallest	of	all	3	species	of	manatees.This	manatee	has	been	protected	under	Peruvian	law	since	1973,	but	its	continuous	decline	is	due	to	hunting,	mainly	in	northeastern	Peru.6.	Linnaeus’s	two-toed	slothName:	Linnaeus’s	two-toed	slothScientific	name:	Choloepus	didactylusConservation	status:	Least	concernLinnaeus’s	two-toed	sloth,	also	known	as
Linne’s	two-toed	sloth	or	the	southern	two-toed	sloth,	is	a	species	of	sloth	native	to	South	Americas.	Outside	of	Peru,	it	can	also	be	found	in	Brazil,	Ecuador,	Venezuela,	Colombia,	and	the	Guyanas.This	sloth	is	arboreal,	solitary,	and	nocturnal,	and	it	inhabits	the	rainforests	of	Peru.	It	is	hunted	by	ocelots,	jaguars	and	harpy	and	crested	eagles,	as	well
as	anacondas.7.	Green	anacondaName:	Green	anacondaScientific	name:	Eunectes	murinusConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	green	anaconda,	also	known	as	the	giant	anaconda,	the	sucuri,	the	common	water	boa,	or	the	giant	anaconda,	is	the	heaviest	and	one	of	the	longest	species	of	snake	in	the	world,	reaching	lengths	of	up	to	5.21	m	/	17	ft	1
in	long.It	can	be	found	in	the	northern	half	of	South	America	and	lives	in	swamps,	slow-moving	streams,	and	marshes,	primarily	in	tropical	rainforests.8.	Andean	mountain	catName:	Andean	mountain	catScientific	name:	Leopardus	jacobitaConservation	status:	EndangeredThe	Andean	mountain	cat	is	a	small	species	of	wild	cat	native	to	the	high	areas
of	the	Andes.	It	is	considered	endangered	because	only	fewer	than	1,500	individuals	remain	in	the	wild.This	wild	cat	is	considered	sacred	by	several	indigenous	peoples	of	Peru.	In	the	country,	it	is	completely	illegal	to	hunt,	trade,	or	own	an	Andean	mountain	cat,	living	or	dead,	and	the	animal	lives	in	4	out	of	the	12	protected	areas.9.	JaguarName:
JaguarScientific	name:	Panthera	oncaConservation	status:	Near	threatenedFrom	one	of	the	smallest	species	of	wild	cat	to	the	largest:	the	jaguar	is	the	largest	cat	native	to	the	Americas,	and	the	third-largest	felid	in	the	world.	Its	bite	is	particularly	powerful,	and	it	can	easily	pierce	through	the	shells	of	tortoises	and	turtles.The	jaguar	has	long	been
venerated	in	Peru	and	was	often	depicted	in	Aztec	culture:	considered	a	sacred	animal,	it	is	a	representative	of	the	ruler	and	the	warrior.10.	Spectacled	bearName:	Spectacled	bearScientific	name:	Tremarctos	ornatusConservation	status:	VulnerableThe	spectacled	bear,	also	known	as	the	Andean	bear,	the	Andean	short-faced	bear,	or	the	mountain
bear,	is	the	only	surviving	species	of	bear	native	to	South	America.	However,	because	of	habitat	loss,	it	is	considered	vulnerable	to	extinction.In	Peru,	it	particularly	likes	the	desert	areas,	where	it	stays	under	vegetative	cover	during	the	day.	At	night,	it	emerges	and	almost	exclusively	feeds	on	plant	matter	such	as	palm	nuts,	fallen	fruit	and	orchid
bulbs.11.	Mountain	tapirJosh	More	/	CC	BY-NC-NDName:	Mountain	tapirScientific	name:	Tapirus	pinchaqueConservation	status:	EndangeredThe	mountain	tapir,	also	known	as	the	wooly	tapir	or	the	Andean	tapir,	is	the	smallest	species	of	tapir	in	the	world.	It	is	also	the	only	one	living	outside	of	tropical	rainforests,	and	it	can	be	found	in	northwestern
Peru,	as	well	as	Ecuador	and	Colombia.This	tapir	lives	in	the	National	Sanctuary	Tabaconas	Namballe	protected	area	in	Peru,	and	it	is	seriously	endangered	because	of	its	need	for	continuous	areas	of	cloud	forest	and	not	isolated	patches.12.	Southern	tamanduaName:	Southern	tamanduaScientific	name:	Tamandua	tetradactylaConservation	status:
Least	concernThe	southern	tamandua,	also	known	as	the	lesser	anteater	or	the	collared	anteater,	is	a	species	of	anteater	native	to	South	America.	It	is	solitary	and	lives	in	several	habitats	such	as	arid	savannas	and	highly	disturbed	secondary	forests.This	anteater	lives	at	elevations	of	up	to	1,600	m	/	5,200	ft,	usually	next	to	rivers	and	streams.	It	feeds
on	ants,	but	also	bees	and	termites,	and	has	very	strong	foreclaws	to	break	insect	nests.13.	Monk	sakiName:	Monk	sakiScientific	name:	Pithecia	monachusConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	monk	saki,	also	known	as	Geoffroy’s	monk	saki,	is	a	species	of	New	World	monkey	native	to	South	America.	It	can	only	be	found	in	forested	areas	of
northwestern	Brazil,	northeastern	Peru	and	eastern	Ecuador.This	monkey	has	a	thick,	bushy	tail	and	coarse	fur.	It	is	very	shy	and	wary,	as	well	as	totally	arboreal,	which	is	why	it	is	particularly	difficult	to	observe.	It	lives	in	pairs	or	small	family	groups	and	jumps	from	tree	branch	to	tree	branch.14.	Blue	whaleName:	Blue	whaleScientific	name:
Balaenoptera	musculusConservation	status:	EndangeredThe	blue	whale	is	the	largest	animal	to	have	ever	existed,	reaching	outstanding	lengths	of	up	to	29.9	m	/	98	ft	and	weights	of	up	to	199	tons	/	196	short	tons.Although	it	is	sometimes	sighted	off	the	coast	of	Peru,	it	inhabits	all	oceans	around	the	world	and	migrates	thousands	of	miles	between	its
breeding	and	feeding	waters,	every	year.	It	is	sadly	seriously	endangered	by	pollution,	climate	change,	ship	strikes	and	ocean	noise.15.	Mantled	howlerName:	Mantled	howlerScientific	name:	Alouatta	palliataConservation	status:	VulnerableThe	mantled	howler	is	a	species	of	howler	monkey,	which	is	particularly	known	for	its	very	loud	calls	that	can	be
heard	from	miles	away.	Despite	being	listed	as	vulnerable	to	extinction,	it	is	one	of	the	more	common	species	of	monkey	in	South	America.	Its	main	threats	are	habitat	fragmentation	and	capture	for	the	pet	trade.This	primate	is	one	of	the	largest	species	of	Central	American	monkeys,	and	it	feeds	on	large	quantities	of	leaves.16.	OspreyName:
OspreyScientific	name:	Pandion	haliaetusConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	osprey,	also	known	as	the	fish	hawk,	the	river	hawk,	or	the	sea	hawk,	is	a	medium-sized	species	of	bird	of	prey	with	a	worldwide	distribution.	It	can	be	found	on	the	coast	of	Peru,	and	lives	in	a	wide	variety	of	habitats,	as	long	as	there	is	a	neighboring	body	of	water.As	its
name	implies,	it	almost	exclusively	feeds	on	fish	and	is	specialized	in	hunting	it.17.	Burmeister’s	porpoiseshikabane	taro	/	CC	BYName:	Burmeister’s	porpoiseScientific	name:	Phocoena	spinipinnisConservation	status:	Near	threatenedBurmeister’s	porpoise	is	a	species	of	porpoise	endemic	to	the	western,	eastern,	and	southern	coastline	of	South
America.	It	is	locally	known	as	the	sea	pig	or	the	thorny	porpoise,	and	although	fairly	common	within	its	range,	not	much	is	known	about	this	animal.This	porpoise	lives	in	the	waters	of	northern	Peru,	usually	in	bays,	fjords,	and	channels.	Despite	primarily	living	in	shallow	waters,	it	was	already	seen	at	depths	of	1,000	m	/	3,300	ft	below	sea	level!18.
South	American	sea	lionName:	South	American	sea	lionScientific	name:	Otaria	flavescensConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	South	American	sea	lion,	also	known	as	the	Patagonian	sea	lion	or	the	southern	sea	lion,	is	a	species	of	sea	lion	found	on	the	coasts	of	western	and	southern	South	America.	While	males	are	considerably	bulky	and	have	a
large	head	and	a	prominent	mane,	females	are	much,	much	smaller.This	sea	lion	lives	in	large	territories	and	harems	and	feeds	on	fish	and	cephalopods.	Its	population	is	stable,	and	there	are	about	265,000	individuals	left	in	the	wild.19.	KinkajouName:	KinkajouScientific	name:	Potos	flavusConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	kinkajou	is	a	species
of	mammal	native	to	the	tropical	rainforests	of	Central	and	South	America.	It	is	mostly	frugivorous	and	is	not	endangered,	but	is	still	hunted	for	the	illegal	pet	trade,	as	well	as	its	meat	and	skin.	Although	usually	solitary,	it	was	already	seen	in	groups	of	several	individuals.Captive	kinkajous	are	known	as	lion	monkeys	in	Peru,	which	come	from	their
monkey-like	body	and	lion-like	head.20.	TayraNinahale	/	CC	BY-SAName:	TayraScientific	name:	Eira	barbaraConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	tayra	is	a	species	of	weasel	native	to	Central	and	South	America.	It	is	omnivorous,	and	has	a	long,	slender	body,	looking	very	similar	to	large	martens	and	weasels.This	animal	can	be	found	in	the	eastern
parts	of	Peru,	and	generally	lives	in	subtropical	and	tropical	forests,	as	well	as	cultivated	plantations,	croplands,	and	grasslands.	It	is	active	by	day	and	is	an	expert	climber	that	feeds	on	small	mammals,	rodents,	birds,	lizards,	and	fruit.21.	South	American	fur	sealName:	South	American	fur	sealScientific	name:	Arctocephalus	australisConservation
status:	Least	concernThe	South	American	fur	seal	is	a	species	of	seal	found	on	the	coasts	of	Peru,	Argentina,	Chile,	the	Falkland	Islands,	and	Brazil.	The	trend	of	the	global	population	of	the	South	American	fur	seal	is	not	well	understood	because	of	inconsistent	census	methods	and	little	data.This	seal	lives	on	the	southwestern	coast	of	Peru,	as	well	as
in	sea	caves.	Sometimes,	it	climbs	up	to	15	m	/	49	ft	to	find	a	spot	to	rest.22.	Andean	pygmy	owlName:	Andean	pygmy	owlScientific	name:	Glaucidium	jardiniiConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	Andean	pygmy-owl	is	a	species	of	owl	native	to	small	areas	of	Peru,	Colombia,	Ecuador,	and	Venezuela.	As	its	name	suggests,	it	is	very	small,	reaching
lengths	of	up	to	16	cm	/	6.3	in,	and	it	feeds	on	invertebrates,	smaller	birds	and	small	mammals,	both	during	the	day	and	the	night.This	owl	is	fairly	common	within	its	range,	which	is	pretty	scattered	and	small	but	is	still	considered	of	least	concern.23.	Risso’s	dolphinName:	Risso’s	dolphinScientific	name:	Grampus	griseusConservation	status:	Least
concernRisso’s	dolphin	is	a	species	of	dolphin	native	to	almost	every	coastline	of	the	world,	except	for	western	Africa.	It	lives	in	temperate,	subtropical,	and	tropical	waters,	and	usually	lives	at	depths	between	400	and	1,000	m	/	1,300	and	3,300	ft,	with	water	temperatures	of	about	15	°C	/	59	°F.This	dolphin	mainly	feeds	on	cephalopods	and	fish	that	it
finds	using	echolocation.	Its	teeth	are	not	used	for	hunting,	but	only	as	display	weapons	during	mating	conflicts.24.	Crab-eating	raccoonName:	Crab-eating	raccoonScientific	name:	Procyon	cancrivorusConservation	status:	Least	concernThe	crab-eating	raccoon,	also	known	as	the	South	American	raccoon,	is	a	species	of	raccoon	native	to	Central	and
South	America.	It	inhabits	the	marshy	and	jungle	areas	of	eastern	Peru	and	does	not	exclusively	feed	on	crab,	despite	its	name:	oysters,	crayfish,	clams,	and	lobster	are	also	part	of	its	diet.This	raccoon	is	both	solitary	and	nocturnal,	and	it	spends	a	significant	amount	of	its	time	in	trees,	although	mainly	terrestrial.—So	there	you	have	them,	these	were
my	24	Peru	native	animals.	I	hope	you	enjoyed	this	list	and	that	you	learned	something	new	today.In	case	you	want	to	learn	more	about	animals	in	the	country,	feel	free	to	keep	reading,	as	I	still	have	lots	of	things	to	tell	you	about:Endangered	Animals	of	PeruThis	is	definitely	the	saddest	part	of	the	list,	but	it	is	very	important	to	raise	awareness.
Because	of	this,	let’s	go	through	the	list	of	endangered	animals	in	Peru.Here	are	the	animals	in	danger	of	extinction	in	Peru.Extinct	in	the	wildCritically	endangeredSan	Martin	titi	monkeyCarabaya	stubfoot	toadRoyal	cinclodesBolivian	stubfoot	toadChilean	woodstarand	51	more…EndangeredGiant	otterAndean	catSummers’	poison	frogPacific	nurse
sharkAndean	night	monkeyand	150	more…To	see	the	full	list	of	endangered	species	in	Peru,	head	over	to	the	International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature’s	Red	List.What	is	the	National	Animal	of	Peru?The	national	animal	of	Peru	is	the	vicuña.The	most	famous	Peruvian	animal	is	of	course	its	national	emblem.	The	vicuña,	sometimes	spelled	vicuna,
is	a	species	of	camelid	native	to	the	high	alpine	areas	of	the	Andes	mountain	range.It	is	present	on	the	Peruvian	coat	of	arms	and	was	highly	prized	by	the	Inca	for	its	wool.	The	vicuña	is	used	in	fertility	rites	by	local	people	and	is	mainly	wild	but	you	can	sometimes	ride	one.How	Many	Animals	Native	to	Peru?What	is	the	diversity	of	native	animals	in
Peru?Let’s	look	at	the	total	number	of	species	of	Chordata	(mammals,	birds,	fishes,	and	reptiles).Total	number	of	animal	species	in	Peru:	4,707	(14,422	in	total	in	South	America)More	About	Animals	in	the	World!Loved	these	Peru	wildlife	facts?	Want	to	see	what	animals	live	in	other	countries?Then	check	out	these	posts:Or	click	here	to	see	ALL	the
facts	up	on	the	blog!	Spoiler	alert:	there’s	A	LOT	of	them.Share	the	knowledge!	Click	on	the	buttons	below	to	share	information	about	these	native	animals	of	Peru	with	your	friends,	and	help	them	learn	more	about	the	world		Peru	is	a	country	of	incredible	biodiversity,	with	a	rich	variety	of	animal	species	native	to	its	various	regions.	From	the	jaguar
of	the	Amazon	rainforest	to	the	vicuña	of	the	Andes	mountains,	Peru	is	home	to	an	array	of	unique	and	fascinating	creatures.	These	animals	play	important	roles	in	the	country's	ecosystems	and	are	an	essential	part	of	its	natural	heritage.The	jaguar,	also	known	as	the	Panthera	onca,	is	the	largest	feline	predator	in	the	Americas	and	a	symbol	of	power,
strength,	and	agility	in	many	indigenous	cultures.	In	Peru,	jaguars	are	found	in	a	range	of	habitats,	including	the	Amazon	rainforest,	the	Andes	mountains,	and	the	coastal	deserts.Jaguars	are	apex	predators,	which	means	they	sit	at	the	top	of	the	food	chain	in	their	respective	ecosystems.	They	are	known	for	their	muscular	build,	powerful	jaws,	and
stealthy	hunting	techniques.	They	are	solitary	creatures,	and	adult	males	can	weigh	up	to	120	kilograms	and	be	up	to	2	meters	long,	making	them	a	formidable	presence	in	their	environments.The	jaguar	population	in	Peru	has	been	severely	impacted	by	deforestation,	poaching,	and	hunting.	In	recent	years,	conservation	efforts	have	been	put	in	place
to	protect	these	majestic	creatures	and	their	habitat.	Some	of	these	efforts	include	creating	protected	areas,	monitoring	jaguar	populations,	and	working	with	local	communities	to	reduce	human-jaguar	conflict.One	of	the	most	successful	jaguar	conservation	programs	in	Peru	is	located	in	the	Madre	de	Dios	region,	in	the	southeastern	part	of	the
country.	The	Tambopata	National	Reserve	is	home	to	one	of	the	largest	jaguar	populations	in	the	country,	estimated	at	around	400	individuals.	The	reserve	is	also	home	to	an	impressive	array	of	wildlife,	including	giant	otters,	capybaras,	tapirs,	and	macaws.In	Tambopata,	the	jaguar	conservation	program	involves	the	use	of	camera	traps	to	monitor
jaguar	populations	and	movements.	These	cameras	are	placed	along	known	jaguar	trails	and	near	water	sources,	which	jaguars	frequently	visit.	The	data	collected	from	the	cameras	is	used	to	better	understand	jaguar	behavior	and	habitat	use,	as	well	as	to	identify	individual	jaguars	by	their	unique	coat	patterns.The	Tambopata	National	Reserve	also
works	with	local	communities	to	reduce	human-jaguar	conflict.	This	includes	providing	education	on	how	to	safely	coexist	with	jaguars,	as	well	as	offering	financial	incentives	for	farmers	who	agree	to	protect	jaguar	habitat	and	not	hunt	them.Another	organization	working	to	protect	jaguars	in	Peru	is	the	Amazon	Conservation	Association.	This	group
has	established	the	Los	Amigos	Conservation	Concession,	a	protected	area	of	360,000	hectares	in	southeastern	Peru	that	is	home	to	jaguars,	as	well	as	other	threatened	species	such	as	the	giant	armadillo	and	the	giant	river	otter.	The	Amazon	Conservation	Association	also	partners	with	local	communities	to	promote	sustainable	livelihoods	that	do	not
involve	deforestation	or	poaching.Despite	the	efforts	of	conservation	organizations,	the	jaguar	population	in	Peru	remains	under	threat.	Illegal	hunting	and	deforestation	are	still	major	issues,	and	climate	change	is	also	impacting	jaguar	habitat.	It	is	important	that	efforts	to	protect	jaguars	and	their	habitat	continue,	as	these	animals	play	a	crucial	role
in	maintaining	the	balance	of	ecosystems	and	are	a	vital	part	of	Peru's	natural	heritage.The	alpaca	is	a	domesticated	South	American	camelid	that	is	native	to	the	high	Andes	mountains	in	Peru,	Bolivia,	and	Chile.	Alpacas	have	been	bred	for	thousands	of	years	for	their	fiber,	which	is	used	to	make	clothing	and	other	textiles.	Today,	Peru	is	the	largest
producer	of	alpaca	fiber	in	the	world,	and	the	animals	are	an	important	part	of	the	country's	cultural	heritage	and	economy.Alpacas	are	part	of	the	same	family	as	llamas,	but	they	are	smaller	and	have	softer,	more	luxurious	fleece.	There	are	two	breeds	of	alpaca,	the	Huacaya	and	the	Suri,	each	with	their	own	distinctive	characteristics.	The	Huacaya
alpaca	has	a	dense,	crimped	fleece	that	provides	excellent	insulation	against	the	cold,	while	the	Suri	alpaca	has	a	longer,	silkier	fleece	that	is	prized	for	its	luster	and	drape.Alpacas	are	well	adapted	to	the	harsh	mountain	environment	of	the	Andes,	where	they	live	at	high	altitudes	of	up	to	5,000	meters.	They	are	hardy	animals	that	can	withstand
extreme	temperatures	and	sparse	vegetation.	Alpacas	are	herbivores	and	feed	on	a	diet	of	grasses,	hay,	and	grains.In	addition	to	their	valuable	fiber,	alpacas	also	play	an	important	role	in	the	culture	and	traditions	of	the	Andean	people.	Alpacas	are	used	in	religious	ceremonies	and	festivals,	and	their	meat	and	milk	are	an	important	part	of	the	local
diet.	Alpacas	have	also	been	used	as	pack	animals	for	centuries,	carrying	goods	and	supplies	over	long	distances	in	the	rugged	mountain	terrain.The	breeding	and	care	of	alpacas	is	a	major	part	of	the	economy	in	many	rural	communities	in	Peru.	The	sale	of	alpaca	fiber	and	products	provides	income	for	thousands	of	families,	and	the	animals
themselves	are	a	valuable	asset.	In	recent	years,	there	has	been	a	growing	demand	for	alpaca	products	around	the	world,	particularly	in	the	fashion	industry.	Alpaca	fiber	is	prized	for	its	softness,	warmth,	and	durability,	and	it	is	used	to	make	a	wide	range	of	products,	from	sweaters	and	scarves	to	blankets	and	carpets.Despite	their	economic	and
cultural	significance,	alpacas	face	a	number	of	threats.	Climate	change	is	causing	shifts	in	weather	patterns,	which	can	affect	the	availability	of	food	and	water	for	the	animals.	In	addition,	the	expansion	of	mining	and	other	industrial	activities	in	the	Andes	can	lead	to	habitat	destruction	and	pollution.	There	is	also	a	risk	of	disease	and	genetic
contamination	from	crossbreeding	with	other	camelid	species.To	address	these	challenges,	there	are	a	number	of	conservation	efforts	underway	to	protect	alpacas	and	their	habitat.	Organizations	like	the	Andean	Alpaca	Conservation	and	Development	Program	are	working	with	local	communities	to	promote	sustainable	practices	and	preserve
traditional	knowledge	of	alpaca	breeding	and	care.	In	addition,	there	are	initiatives	to	promote	fair	trade	practices	and	improve	working	conditions	for	alpaca	herders	and	artisans.In	conclusion,	the	alpaca	is	a	fascinating	and	important	part	of	the	culture	and	economy	of	Peru,	and	a	vital	part	of	the	fragile	ecosystem	of	the	Andes.	Efforts	to	protect
alpacas	and	their	habitat	are	essential	for	maintaining	the	delicate	balance	of	this	unique	environment,	and	for	preserving	the	rich	cultural	heritage	of	the	Andean	people.	By	supporting	conservation	efforts	and	promoting	sustainable	practices,	we	can	help	to	ensure	that	the	alpaca	and	other	iconic	species	of	the	Andes	continue	to	thrive	for
generations	to	come.The	Vicuña	is	a	small	South	American	camelid	that	is	native	to	the	high	Andes	mountains	of	Peru,	Bolivia,	Chile,	and	Argentina.	Known	for	its	luxurious	and	valuable	wool,	the	Vicuña	is	an	important	part	of	the	cultural	heritage	and	economy	of	Peru.Vicuñas	are	smaller	than	their	cousin,	the	alpaca,	and	have	a	slim	build	and	long
legs.	They	are	herbivores	that	graze	on	the	tough,	dry	grasses	that	grow	at	high	altitudes.	Vicuñas	have	adapted	to	the	harsh	conditions	of	the	Andes	and	are	able	to	survive	in	extreme	temperatures	and	with	limited	access	to	water.Vicuñas	have	a	distinctive	wool	that	is	considered	one	of	the	finest	and	most	valuable	fibers	in	the	world.	The	wool	is
extremely	soft	and	lightweight,	and	is	known	for	its	warmth,	durability,	and	hypoallergenic	properties.	The	wool	is	so	prized	that	it	was	once	reserved	for	Incan	royalty	and	is	still	considered	a	luxury	item	today.	The	harvesting	of	Vicuña	wool	is	tightly	regulated,	with	only	certain	indigenous	communities	authorized	to	catch	and	shear	the	animals.In
addition	to	their	valuable	wool,	Vicuñas	also	play	an	important	role	in	Andean	culture	and	tradition.	They	have	been	used	in	religious	ceremonies	and	festivals	for	centuries,	and	their	meat	and	milk	are	still	an	important	part	of	the	local	diet.	The	animals	are	also	admired	for	their	speed	and	agility,	and	have	been	used	in	traditional	Andean	sports	like
chaku,	a	form	of	communal	herding.Despite	their	importance	to	local	communities,	Vicuñas	have	faced	many	challenges	over	the	years.	Hunting	and	poaching	for	their	wool	and	meat	led	to	a	significant	decline	in	population	in	the	20th	century.	However,	conservation	efforts	have	been	successful	in	reversing	this	trend,	and	the	Vicuña	population	has
been	steadily	increasing	since	the	1990s.Conservation	programs,	such	as	the	National	Vicuña	Conservation	Program,	have	been	implemented	to	protect	the	animals	and	their	habitat.	The	programs	include	measures	such	as	population	monitoring,	habitat	restoration,	and	sustainable	management	of	wool	harvesting.	The	wool	harvesting	process	is
regulated	to	ensure	that	it	is	done	in	a	humane	and	sustainable	manner,	and	that	the	animals	are	not	harmed	in	the	process.The	anaconda	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	powerful	snakes	in	the	world,	and	it	is	native	to	the	Amazon	rainforest	in	South	America,	including	Peru.	Known	for	its	massive	size	and	fearsome	reputation,	the	anaconda	is	an
important	predator	in	its	ecosystem,	and	its	conservation	is	crucial	for	maintaining	the	balance	of	this	unique	environment.Anacondas	are	part	of	the	Boidae	family	of	snakes,	which	also	includes	boa	constrictors.	There	are	four	species	of	anaconda,	with	the	green	anaconda	being	the	largest	and	most	well-known.	Adult	green	anacondas	can	grow	up	to
9	meters	in	length	and	weigh	over	200	kilograms.	They	are	non-venomous	snakes	that	kill	their	prey	through	constriction,	crushing	the	victim's	ribcage	and	suffocating	it.Anacondas	are	found	in	the	rivers	and	swamps	of	the	Amazon	basin,	where	they	hunt	a	variety	of	prey,	including	fish,	birds,	and	mammals	such	as	capybaras	and	deer.	They	are	also
known	to	occasionally	attack	and	kill	larger	prey	such	as	jaguars	and	crocodiles.Despite	their	fearsome	reputation,	anacondas	are	not	a	threat	to	humans,	and	there	are	few	recorded	cases	of	attacks	on	people.	In	fact,	these	snakes	are	often	hunted	for	their	skin	and	meat,	which	is	considered	a	delicacy	in	some	parts	of	the	Amazon.The	conservation	of
anacondas	in	Peru	is	a	vital	part	of	preserving	the	biodiversity	of	the	Amazon	rainforest.	The	destruction	of	natural	habitats	through	deforestation,	mining,	and	other	human	activities	is	a	major	threat	to	the	anaconda	population,	and	it	is	estimated	that	their	numbers	have	declined	significantly	in	recent	years.Conservation	organizations,	such	as	the
Amazon	Conservation	Association	and	the	Peruvian	Amazon	Research	Institute,	are	working	to	protect	anacondas	and	their	habitat.	These	groups	conduct	research	on	anaconda	behavior	and	biology,	and	work	with	local	communities	to	promote	sustainable	practices	that	protect	the	Amazon	rainforest.One	example	of	such	efforts	is	the	creation	of
protected	areas,	such	as	the	Pacaya-Samiria	National	Reserve	in	northeastern	Peru.	This	reserve	is	home	to	a	wide	variety	of	wildlife,	including	anacondas,	and	it	is	an	important	area	for	conservation	and	research.	In	addition	to	protecting	the	natural	habitat	of	anacondas,	the	reserve	is	also	a	popular	destination	for	eco-tourists,	who	come	to	explore
the	rainforest	and	observe	the	incredible	wildlife	that	calls	it	home.In	conclusion,	the	anaconda	is	a	fascinating	and	important	predator	in	the	Amazon	rainforest,	and	its	conservation	is	vital	for	maintaining	the	balance	of	this	unique	environment.	Efforts	to	protect	anacondas	and	their	habitat	are	essential	for	preserving	the	biodiversity	of	the	Amazon,
and	promoting	sustainable	practices	that	benefit	both	humans	and	wildlife.	By	supporting	conservation	organizations	and	promoting	eco-tourism,	we	can	help	to	ensure	that	the	anaconda	and	other	incredible	creatures	of	the	Amazon	continue	to	thrive	for	generations	to	come.Guanacos	are	an	important	species	in	Peru,	inhabiting	the	high	Andean
regions	of	the	country.	These	animals	are	adapted	to	live	in	the	harsh	environments	found	in	the	Andes,	including	high	elevations,	extreme	temperatures,	and	limited	water	availability.	Guanacos	play	a	vital	ecological	role	in	these	areas	as	grazers	and	seed	dispersers,	helping	to	maintain	the	health	and	diversity	of	the	ecosystems	in	which	they	live.In
Peru,	guanacos	are	found	primarily	in	the	regions	of	Arequipa,	Ayacucho,	Cusco,	Huancavelica,	and	Puno.	These	regions	are	home	to	a	number	of	protected	areas,	including	national	parks	and	reserves,	where	guanacos	are	able	to	live	and	thrive	in	their	natural	habitats.One	of	the	most	important	protected	areas	for	guanacos	in	Peru	is	the	Salinas	and
Aguada	Blanca	National	Reserve,	located	in	the	region	of	Arequipa.	This	reserve	covers	an	area	of	over	300,000	hectares	and	is	home	to	a	variety	of	wildlife	species,	including	guanacos,	vicuñas,	Andean	foxes,	and	condors.The	guanacos	in	Peru	face	a	number	of	threats	to	their	survival,	including	habitat	loss,	hunting,	and	competition	with	domestic
livestock.	The	expansion	of	agriculture,	mining,	and	other	human	activities	has	led	to	the	fragmentation	and	degradation	of	guanaco	habitats,	making	it	more	difficult	for	these	animals	to	find	the	resources	they	need	to	survive.To	address	these	threats,	the	Peruvian	government	has	implemented	a	number	of	conservation	measures	aimed	at	protecting
guanacos	and	their	habitats.	These	measures	include	the	creation	of	protected	areas,	the	implementation	of	sustainable	land	use	practices,	and	the	promotion	of	ecotourism	as	a	means	of	generating	income	for	local	communities	while	preserving	the	natural	environment.Guanacos	are	also	important	to	the	culture	and	traditions	of	many	indigenous



communities	in	Peru,	who	rely	on	these	animals	for	their	meat	and	wool.	These	communities	have	developed	sustainable	practices	for	hunting	and	shearing	guanacos,	ensuring	that	these	resources	are	used	in	a	way	that	is	respectful	of	the	natural	environment	and	does	not	threaten	the	survival	of	these	animals.Inca	Terns,	also	known	as	the	Peruvian
Tern,	are	a	type	of	seabird	that	is	native	to	the	western	coast	of	South	America.	They	are	found	in	the	countries	of	Chile,	Peru,	and	Ecuador,	and	are	known	for	their	distinctive	appearance	and	behavior.The	Inca	Tern	is	a	medium-sized	bird	that	grows	up	to	40	cm	in	length	and	weighs	around	350	grams.	Their	most	distinguishing	feature	is	their
unusual-looking	beak,	which	is	bright	red	and	curves	sharply	downwards.	Their	body	is	black,	and	they	have	a	distinctive	white	mustache	that	extends	from	their	eyes	down	to	their	neck.Inca	Terns	are	social	birds	and	are	often	seen	in	large	groups.	They	are	known	for	their	elaborate	courtship	rituals,	which	involve	a	lot	of	posturing,	calling,	and
showing	off	of	their	plumage.	During	breeding	season,	males	will	bring	gifts	of	small	fish	to	females	as	part	of	their	courtship	display.Inca	Terns	are	also	known	for	their	unique	vocalizations,	which	include	a	variety	of	barks,	growls,	and	screams.	These	sounds	are	used	for	communication	between	members	of	their	group,	as	well	as	to	defend	their
territory	from	intruders.Inca	Terns	are	seabirds	and	are	typically	found	along	rocky	coastlines,	cliffs,	and	islands.	They	nest	in	colonies	on	steep	cliffs,	and	their	nests	are	made	of	guano	and	other	materials.Inca	Terns	primarily	feed	on	small	fish,	which	they	catch	by	diving	into	the	water	from	the	air.	They	are	also	known	to	eat	crustaceans	and
squid.Inca	Terns	are	currently	listed	as	a	species	of	Least	Concern	by	the	International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature	(IUCN).	However,	they	are	still	at	risk	from	habitat	destruction	and	pollution	of	their	coastal	habitats.	In	some	areas,	they	are	also	hunted	for	their	meat	and	eggs.Overall,	Inca	Terns	are	a	fascinating	and	unusual	bird	that	is	well
adapted	to	life	along	the	rocky	coastlines	of	South	America.	With	continued	conservation	efforts,	we	can	help	to	ensure	that	these	unique	birds	continue	to	thrive	for	generations	to	come.The	Spectacled	Bear,	also	known	as	the	Andean	Bear,	is	a	species	of	bear	that	is	native	to	the	Andes	Mountains	of	South	America.	They	are	the	only	species	of	bear
found	in	South	America,	and	are	known	for	their	distinctive	markings	and	shy	behavior.	Spectacled	Bears	are	medium-sized	bears,	with	adult	males	weighing	up	to	200	kg	and	females	weighing	up	to	140	kg.	They	have	a	stocky	build,	short	snouts,	and	large	ears.	Their	fur	is	usually	black,	but	some	individuals	may	have	brown	or	reddish	fur.	They	are
named	for	the	distinctive	markings	around	their	eyes,	which	resemble	glasses	or	spectacles.	Spectacled	Bears	are	primarily	herbivores,	feeding	on	a	variety	of	plant	material	such	as	fruits,	leaves,	and	bark.	However,	they	may	also	eat	small	animals	such	as	rodents,	birds,	and	insects.	Spectacled	Bears	are	primarily	nocturnal	and	solitary	animals,
although	they	may	occasionally	be	seen	in	pairs	or	small	groups.	They	are	generally	shy	and	avoid	humans,	although	they	may	become	aggressive	if	they	feel	threatened.	Spectacled	Bears	are	found	in	a	variety	of	habitats,	including	cloud	forests,	grasslands,	and	mountain	forests.	They	are	primarily	found	in	the	Andes	Mountains	of	South	America,	but
may	also	be	found	in	parts	of	Panama,	Venezuela,	and	Colombia.	Spectacled	Bears	are	currently	listed	as	a	vulnerable	species	by	the	International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature	(IUCN).	Their	habitat	is	threatened	by	deforestation,	hunting,	and	mining	activities.	They	are	also	sometimes	killed	by	farmers	who	view	them	as	a	threat	to	their
livestock.	Conservation	efforts	are	focused	on	protecting	their	habitat	and	reducing	human-bear	conflict.	The	Spectacled	Bear	is	a	unique	and	important	species	that	plays	an	important	role	in	the	ecosystems	of	the	Andes	Mountains.	With	continued	conservation	efforts,	we	can	help	to	ensure	that	this	species	continues	to	thrive	for	generations	to
come.The	Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	is	a	brightly	colored	bird	native	to	the	Andean	cloud	forests	of	South	America.	It	is	the	national	bird	of	Peru	and	is	known	for	its	distinctive	appearance	and	courtship	rituals.The	male	Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	has	bright	orange-red	feathers,	a	large	fan-shaped	crest,	and	black	wings	and	tail	feathers.	The	female	is
much	duller	in	color,	with	a	grey-brown	body	and	a	small	crest.	Both	males	and	females	have	a	large,	curved	beak.The	Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	is	primarily	arboreal,	meaning	it	spends	most	of	its	time	in	trees.	During	breeding	season,	males	gather	in	leks,	or	communal	display	grounds,	where	they	perform	elaborate	courtship	displays	in	order	to
attract	females.	These	displays	involve	a	lot	of	posturing,	calling,	and	showing	off	of	their	brightly	colored	plumage.The	Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	is	found	in	the	cloud	forests	of	the	Andes	Mountains,	at	elevations	between	1,000	and	2,500	meters.	They	prefer	humid	environments	with	plenty	of	vegetation	and	are	often	found	near	water	sources.The
Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	is	primarily	frugivorous,	meaning	it	feeds	on	fruit.	They	may	also	eat	insects	and	other	small	animals.The	Andean	Cock-of-the-rock	is	a	fascinating	and	beautiful	bird	that	is	an	important	part	of	the	cloud	forest	ecosystems	of	the	Andes	Mountains.	With	continued	conservation	efforts,	we	can	help	to	ensure	that	this	species
continues	to	thrive	for	generations	to	come.Piranhas	are	a	group	of	freshwater	fish	found	in	the	rivers	and	lakes	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	known	for	their	sharp	teeth	and	aggressive	feeding	behavior,	which	has	led	to	their	reputation	as	fearsome	predators.Piranhas	have	a	stocky,	muscular	body	with	a	flattened	head	and	sharp	teeth.
They	range	in	size	from	just	a	few	inches	to	over	two	feet	long.	They	are	typically	silver	or	gold	in	color,	although	some	species	have	reddish	or	black	scales.Piranhas	are	carnivorous	and	feed	primarily	on	fish,	although	they	will	also	eat	other	animals,	including	birds	and	mammals.	They	are	known	for	their	aggressive	feeding	behavior,	and	their	sharp
teeth	can	make	short	work	of	their	prey.	Piranhas	typically	hunt	in	groups,	using	their	sharp	senses	to	detect	vibrations	and	disturbances	in	the	water.Piranhas	are	found	in	the	rivers	and	lakes	of	South	America,	including	the	Amazon	River	in	Peru.	They	prefer	warm,	shallow	waters	with	plenty	of	vegetation	and	hiding	places.	Piranhas	are	also	found
in	aquariums	around	the	world,	where	they	are	popular	for	their	unique	appearance	and	feeding	behavior.Howler	monkeys	are	large,	tree-dwelling	primates	found	in	the	rainforests	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	known	for	their	distinctive	vocalizations,	which	can	be	heard	for	miles	through	the	dense	forest.Howler	monkeys	have	a	stocky
build	with	long	arms	and	legs.	They	have	a	prehensile	tail	that	they	use	to	grip	branches	as	they	move	through	the	trees.	They	are	covered	in	shaggy,	reddish-brown	or	black	fur	and	have	a	wide,	flat	nose	and	a	distinctive	throat	pouch,	which	they	use	to	amplify	their	vocalizations.Howler	monkeys	are	primarily	arboreal,	spending	most	of	their	time	in
the	trees.	They	are	social	animals	and	live	in	groups	of	up	to	20	individuals,	with	a	dominant	male	leading	the	group.	They	are	primarily	herbivorous,	feeding	on	leaves,	fruits,	and	flowers.Howler	monkeys	are	known	for	their	loud,	distinctive	vocalizations,	which	can	be	heard	for	up	to	three	miles	through	the	dense	rainforest.	These	vocalizations	are
used	to	communicate	with	other	members	of	the	group,	establish	territories,	and	warn	of	potential	predators.Howler	monkeys	are	found	in	a	variety	of	habitats	in	Peru,	including	the	Amazon	rainforest	and	the	Andean	cloud	forest.	They	prefer	areas	with	dense	vegetation	and	a	variety	of	tree	species,	which	provide	them	with	ample	food	and
shelter.The	Pink	River	Dolphin,	also	known	as	the	Boto,	is	a	freshwater	dolphin	species	that	is	native	to	the	Amazon	and	Orinoco	river	systems	in	South	America.	They	are	known	for	their	distinctive	pink	coloration	and	unique	behaviors.The	Pink	River	Dolphin	is	a	large	species	of	dolphin,	with	males	reaching	lengths	of	up	to	2.5	meters	and	females
reaching	lengths	of	up	to	2.2	meters.	They	have	a	long,	slender	snout,	and	a	flexible	neck	that	allows	them	to	turn	their	head	from	side	to	side.	The	coloration	of	the	Pink	River	Dolphin	can	range	from	light	pink	to	almost	gray,	with	males	usually	being	darker	than	females.The	Pink	River	Dolphin	is	known	for	its	unique	behaviors,	including	its	ability	to
swim	upside	down,	and	its	use	of	echolocation	to	navigate	and	locate	prey.	They	are	social	animals,	and	may	be	seen	in	groups	of	up	to	10	individuals.	Pink	River	Dolphins	are	also	known	for	their	curious	and	playful	behavior,	and	may	interact	with	humans	who	are	swimming	or	fishing	in	their	habitat.The	Pink	River	Dolphin	is	found	in	the	freshwater
systems	of	the	Amazon	and	Orinoco	river	basins,	including	tributaries,	flooded	forests,	and	lakes.	They	prefer	shallow	water	areas	with	a	lot	of	vegetation	and	are	adapted	to	living	in	areas	with	low	visibility.The	Pink	River	Dolphin	is	currently	listed	as	a	vulnerable	species	by	the	International	Union	for	Conservation	of	Nature	(IUCN).	Habitat
destruction,	pollution,	and	accidental	capture	in	fishing	gear	are	major	threats	to	their	populations.	Conservation	efforts	are	focused	on	protecting	their	habitat,	reducing	pollution,	and	promoting	sustainable	fishing	practices	that	minimize	the	accidental	capture	of	Pink	River	Dolphins.	With	continued	conservation	efforts,	we	can	help	to	ensure	that
this	species	continues	to	thrive	for	generations	to	come.The	Giant	Anteater	is	a	large,	insect-eating	mammal	native	to	Central	and	South	America.	It	is	known	for	its	long	snout	and	bushy	tail,	and	is	the	largest	of	the	four	species	of	anteaters.The	Giant	Anteater	has	a	long,	thin	snout	that	it	uses	to	sniff	out	ants	and	termites,	its	primary	source	of	food.
Its	body	is	covered	in	shaggy	fur	that	is	usually	gray	or	brown	in	color,	and	it	has	a	bushy	tail	that	is	nearly	as	long	as	its	body.	The	Giant	Anteater's	front	claws	are	also	incredibly	long,	measuring	up	to	10	inches	in	length,	and	are	used	to	rip	open	termite	mounds	and	ant	nests.The	Giant	Anteater	is	a	solitary	animal	that	is	primarily	active	during	the
day.	It	is	a	slow-moving	animal	that	is	well-adapted	to	its	environment,	with	sharp	senses	of	smell	and	hearing	that	it	uses	to	locate	its	prey.	Once	it	has	located	an	ant	or	termite	nest,	it	uses	its	long	claws	to	tear	open	the	The	Giant	Anteater	is	found	in	a	range	of	habitats,	including	savannas,	grasslands,	and	forests.	They	prefer	areas	with	sandy	soil,
which	is	easier	for	them	to	dig	in	to	locate	their	prey.	They	are	native	to	Central	and	South	America,	from	Belize	and	Guatemala	in	the	north	to	Argentina	and	Uruguay	in	the	south.The	Giant	Anteater	is	considered	to	be	a	vulnerable	species	due	to	habitat	loss	and	hunting.	It	is	also	at	risk	from	roadkill	and	accidental	injury	from	human	activity.
Conservation	efforts	are	focused	on	protecting	its	habitat	and	raising	awareness	about	the	importance	of	this	unique	and	important	species.Spider	monkeys	are	large,	tree-dwelling	primates	found	in	the	rainforests	of	Central	and	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	known	for	their	long,	slender	limbs	and	prehensile	tails,	which	allow	them	to
move	easily	through	the	forest	canopy.Spider	monkeys	have	a	slender	build,	with	long,	gangly	limbs	and	a	prehensile	tail	that	they	use	to	grip	branches	as	they	move	through	the	trees.	They	have	a	distinctive,	narrow	face	with	large	eyes	and	ears	and	a	small,	pointed	nose.	They	are	covered	in	long,	dark	fur,	which	ranges	from	black	to	brownish-
red.Spider	monkeys	are	highly	social	animals	and	live	in	groups	of	up	to	40	individuals,	with	females	playing	a	dominant	role	in	the	group.	They	are	primarily	arboreal,	spending	most	of	their	time	in	the	trees,	and	are	known	for	their	acrobatic	abilities.	They	are	primarily	herbivorous,	feeding	on	fruits,	nuts,	and	leaves.Spider	monkeys	are	found	in	a
variety	of	habitats	in	Peru,	including	the	Amazon	rainforest	and	the	Andean	cloud	forest.	They	prefer	areas	with	dense	vegetation	and	a	variety	of	tree	species,	which	provide	them	with	ample	food	and	shelter.Llamas	are	domesticated	camelids	that	are	native	to	the	Andean	region	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	highly	valued	for	their	wool,
meat,	and	use	as	pack	animals,	and	have	played	an	important	role	in	the	culture	and	economy	of	the	Andean	people	for	thousands	of	years.Llamas	are	large,	woolly	animals	with	long,	slender	necks	and	legs.	They	have	a	distinctive,	camel-like	hump	on	their	back	and	long,	pointed	ears.	Their	wool	ranges	in	color	from	white	to	black,	and	they	are
usually	between	5	and	6	feet	tall	at	the	shoulder.Llamas	are	social	animals	and	live	in	herds	of	up	to	20	individuals,	with	a	dominant	male	(known	as	a	"macho")	leading	the	group.	They	are	primarily	herbivorous,	feeding	on	grasses,	leaves,	and	other	vegetation.	Llamas	are	known	for	their	gentle	temperament	and	are	often	used	as	pack	animals	or	for
their	wool.Llamas	are	found	in	the	Andean	region	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	well	adapted	to	living	in	the	high-altitude	environments	of	the	Andes	and	are	able	to	withstand	extreme	temperatures	and	low	oxygen	levels.Llamas	have	played	an	important	role	in	the	culture	and	economy	of	the	Andean	people	for	thousands	of	years.	They
were	used	for	transportation,	wool,	meat,	and	as	a	form	of	currency.	Today,	llamas	are	still	used	as	pack	animals	and	for	their	wool,	and	are	an	important	part	of	the	Andean	economy.The	giant	otter	is	a	semiaquatic	mammal	that	is	found	in	the	rivers	and	lakes	of	the	Amazon	Basin,	including	in	Peru.	It	is	the	largest	otter	species	in	the	world	and	is
known	for	its	sleek	fur,	webbed	feet,	and	powerful	swimming	abilities.The	giant	otter	is	a	large	animal,	measuring	up	to	6	feet	in	length	and	weighing	up	to	70	pounds.	It	has	short,	dense	fur	that	is	typically	brown	or	reddish-brown	in	color,	with	white	or	cream-colored	markings	on	its	chest	and	throat.	Its	feet	are	webbed,	and	it	has	a	long,	muscular
tail	that	it	uses	for	swimming.Giant	otters	are	highly	social	animals	and	live	in	family	groups	of	up	to	8	individuals.	They	are	excellent	swimmers	and	spend	most	of	their	time	in	the	water,	hunting	for	fish	and	other	prey.	They	are	also	known	for	their	vocalizations,	which	include	loud	barks	and	whistles	that	can	be	heard	from	a	long	distance.Giant
otters	are	found	in	the	rivers	and	lakes	of	the	Amazon	Basin.	They	prefer	to	live	in	areas	with	dense	vegetation	and	clear,	clean	water,	and	are	most	commonly	found	in	the	lowland	tropical	rainforest.The	Andean	Condor	is	a	large	bird	of	prey	found	in	the	Andes	mountain	range	of	South	America.	It	is	one	of	the	world's	largest	flying	birds,	with	a
wingspan	of	up	to	10	feet,	and	is	considered	to	be	a	symbol	of	power	and	freedom	in	the	Andean	region.The	Andean	Condor	is	easily	recognized	by	its	large	size	and	distinctive	coloring.	It	has	a	black	body	and	white	feathers	on	its	wings,	which	are	easily	visible	when	it	is	in	flight.	The	male	is	larger	than	the	female,	with	a	fleshy	crest	on	its	head	and	a
distinctive	wattle	on	its	neck.The	Andean	Condor	is	a	scavenger,	feeding	on	the	remains	of	dead	animals	such	as	deer,	cattle,	and	llamas.	It	is	a	social	bird,	and	can	often	be	seen	in	groups	of	up	to	10	individuals.	They	are	able	to	soar	for	long	distances	on	thermal	currents,	sometimes	reaching	heights	of	up	to	18,000	feet.The	Andean	Condor	is	found
in	the	high	Andes	mountains	of	South	America,	including	Colombia,	Venezuela,	Ecuador,	Peru,	Bolivia,	Chile,	and	Argentina.	They	prefer	areas	with	open	terrain,	where	they	can	easily	spot	their	prey	and	take	advantage	of	thermal	currents	to	soar	through	the	sky.The	Harpy	Eagle	is	a	large	bird	of	prey	that	is	found	in	the	tropical	rainforests	of
Central	and	South	America,	including	Peru.	It	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	powerful	eagles	in	the	world,	with	a	wingspan	of	up	to	7	feet.The	Harpy	Eagle	is	easily	recognized	by	its	distinctive	appearance.	It	has	a	gray	body	and	black	wings,	with	a	distinctive	crest	of	feathers	on	its	head.	Its	legs	and	talons	are	also	particularly	powerful,	allowing	it	to
capture	and	carry	prey	that	can	weigh	up	to	half	its	body	weight.The	Harpy	Eagle	is	a	powerful	and	skilled	predator	that	feeds	primarily	on	mammals	such	as	monkeys,	sloths,	and	opossums.	It	is	known	for	its	impressive	hunting	skills,	with	the	ability	to	swoop	down	from	the	treetops	and	snatch	prey	with	its	powerful	talons.The	Harpy	Eagle	is	found
in	the	dense	rainforests	of	Central	and	South	America,	including	the	Amazon	rainforest	of	Peru.	It	prefers	to	live	in	areas	with	large,	mature	trees	where	it	can	perch	and	hunt	for	prey.The	Hoatzin	is	a	unique	bird	species	found	in	the	rainforests	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	It	is	also	known	as	the	"stinkbird"	due	to	its	distinctive	odor,	which	is
caused	by	the	fermentation	of	food	in	its	digestive	system.The	Hoatzin	has	a	distinctive	appearance	with	a	crest	of	feathers	on	its	head,	red	eyes,	and	a	blue	face.	Its	body	is	brown	with	white	spots,	and	it	has	a	long	tail.	Juvenile	Hoatzins	have	claws	on	their	wings,	which	help	them	to	climb	trees	and	escape	predators.The	Hoatzin	is	primarily	a
herbivore,	feeding	on	leaves,	fruits,	and	flowers.	It	is	a	social	bird,	living	in	groups	of	up	to	20	individuals.	Hoatzins	are	known	for	their	unique	digestive	system,	which	includes	a	specialized	crop	that	allows	them	to	ferment	food,	similar	to	the	rumen	of	cows.	This	fermentation	process	produces	a	distinctive	odor,	which	helps	to	deter	predators.The
Hoatzin	is	found	in	the	rainforests	of	South	America,	including	the	Amazon	rainforest	of	Peru.	It	prefers	to	live	near	water,	such	as	rivers	and	swamps,	and	can	often	be	found	perched	on	branches	overhanging	the	water.The	Tapir	is	a	large,	herbivorous	mammal	found	in	the	rainforests	and	high-altitude	grasslands	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	It
is	an	important	species	for	the	ecosystem	as	it	helps	to	disperse	seeds	and	maintain	the	health	of	the	forest.The	Tapir	has	a	distinctive	appearance,	with	a	thick,	dark	grey	or	brown	hide,	and	a	short,	prehensile	trunk-like	snout.	It	has	small	eyes	and	ears	and	a	stocky	body	with	short	legs.	It	can	grow	up	to	6.5	feet	in	length	and	weigh	up	to	600
pounds.The	Tapir	is	primarily	a	herbivore,	feeding	on	a	variety	of	vegetation,	including	leaves,	fruits,	and	flowers.	It	is	a	solitary	animal	and	is	mostly	active	during	the	night.	The	Tapir	is	a	strong	swimmer	and	is	known	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	in	the	water	to	escape	predators.The	Tapir	is	found	in	a	variety	of	habitats,	including	the	Amazon	rainforest,
cloud	forests,	and	high-altitude	grasslands	of	the	Andes	in	Peru.	It	prefers	to	live	near	water	sources,	such	as	rivers	and	streams,	and	can	often	be	found	in	areas	with	dense	vegetation.The	ring-tailed	coati,	also	known	as	the	South	American	coati,	is	a	mammal	that	is	found	in	the	forests	and	mountains	of	Central	and	South	America,	including	in	Peru.
It	belongs	to	the	raccoon	family	and	is	known	for	its	long,	pointed	snout	and	distinctive	ringed	tail.The	ring-tailed	coati	is	a	medium-sized	animal,	measuring	up	to	2.5	feet	in	length	and	weighing	up	to	15	pounds.	It	has	a	long,	pointed	snout,	small,	rounded	ears,	and	a	long,	bushy	tail	with	distinctive	rings	of	white	and	black	fur.	Its	fur	is	typically
reddish-brown	or	gray,	and	it	has	a	white	mask	around	its	eyes.Ring-tailed	coatis	are	diurnal	and	are	most	active	during	the	day.	They	are	highly	social	and	live	in	groups	of	up	to	30	individuals,	known	as	bands.	They	are	omnivorous	and	feed	on	a	variety	of	foods,	including	insects,	fruits,	and	small	animals.	They	are	also	excellent	climbers	and	are	able
to	climb	trees	to	escape	predators	or	to	search	for	food.The	ring-tailed	coati	is	found	in	a	variety	of	habitats	throughout	Central	and	South	America,	including	in	Peru.	These	habitats	include	tropical	and	subtropical	forests,	as	well	as	shrublands	and	grasslands.	They	are	able	to	adapt	to	different	environments	and	can	be	found	at	elevations	ranging
from	sea	level	to	over	10,000	feet.In	Peru	specifically,	ring-tailed	coatis	can	be	found	in	the	Amazon	rainforest,	the	Andean	cloud	forest,	and	the	dry	forests	of	the	northern	coast.	They	are	able	to	thrive	in	these	diverse	habitats	due	to	their	ability	to	climb	trees	and	their	omnivorous	diet,	which	allows	them	to	feed	on	a	wide	variety	of	plant	and	animal
matter.However,	like	many	other	species,	ring-tailed	coatis	are	threatened	by	habitat	loss	and	fragmentation	due	to	deforestation	and	human	development.	Conservation	efforts	in	Peru	are	focused	on	protecting	the	country's	forests	and	promoting	sustainable	land	use	practices	to	ensure	that	these	animals	continue	to	have	suitable	habitats	to	live
in.Sloths	are	a	group	of	slow-moving	mammals	that	are	known	for	their	unique	adaptations	for	life	in	the	trees.	There	are	two	main	types	of	sloths:	two-toed	sloths	and	three-toed	sloths.	They	are	found	primarily	in	Central	and	South	America,	where	they	inhabit	the	rainforests	and	other	wooded	areas.Sloths	are	famous	for	their	slow	movements,	which
are	due	in	part	to	their	low	metabolism	and	their	reliance	on	a	specialized	diet	of	leaves.	They	are	also	adapted	to	living	in	the	trees,	with	long,	curved	claws	that	allow	them	to	hang	upside	down	from	branches	without	expending	much	energy.	They	are	excellent	climbers	and	spend	most	of	their	time	in	the	trees,	rarely	venturing	down	to	the
ground.Sloths	have	a	unique	digestive	system	that	allows	them	to	extract	as	much	nutrition	as	possible	from	their	leafy	diet.	They	have	a	multi-chambered	stomach	that	ferments	the	leaves,	breaking	down	tough	cellulose	fibers	and	extracting	nutrients	over	a	period	of	days	or	even	weeks.There	are	two	species	of	sloths	that	are	found	in	Peru:	the
brown-throated	sloth	and	the	Hoffmann's	two-toed	sloth.	Both	species	are	found	throughout	much	of	South	and	Central	America	and	are	known	for	their	slow	movements	and	arboreal	lifestyles.The	brown-throated	sloth	is	found	in	the	western	Amazon	rainforest	of	Peru,	as	well	as	in	other	parts	of	South	America.	They	are	tree-dwelling	animals	that
spend	much	of	their	time	hanging	upside	down	from	branches,	using	their	long	arms	and	hooked	claws	to	grip	onto	the	branches.	They	are	herbivores	and	feed	mainly	on	leaves,	which	are	digested	slowly	in	their	multi-chambered	stomachs.Hoffmann's	two-toed	sloth,	on	the	other	hand,	is	found	in	the	eastern	rainforests	of	the	Peruvian	Amazon,	as
well	as	in	other	parts	of	Central	and	South	America.	They	are	also	arboreal	animals	that	are	primarily	herbivorous	and	feed	on	leaves,	shoots,	and	fruits.	They	are	named	for	their	two-toed	feet,	which	are	adapted	for	climbing	and	hanging	from	branches.The	ocelot	is	a	medium-sized	wild	cat	that	is	native	to	Central	and	South	America,	including	Peru.
They	are	known	for	their	striking	spotted	coat,	which	ranges	in	color	from	golden	to	reddish-brown,	and	their	distinctive	ear	tufts.Ocelots	are	primarily	nocturnal	hunters,	feeding	on	a	variety	of	prey	including	small	mammals,	birds,	and	reptiles.	They	are	excellent	climbers	and	use	their	sharp	claws	and	powerful	legs	to	climb	trees	in	pursuit	of	prey
or	to	escape	predators.	They	are	also	known	for	their	excellent	eyesight	and	hearing,	which	allow	them	to	locate	prey	even	in	low	light	conditions.Ocelots	are	excellent	climbers	and	jumpers,	and	they	use	their	sharp	claws	to	climb	trees	in	pursuit	of	prey	or	to	escape	danger.	They	are	also	strong	swimmers	and	are	able	to	catch	fish	and	other	aquatic
prey.Ocelots	use	a	variety	of	vocalizations	to	communicate	with	each	other,	including	growls,	purrs,	and	meows.	They	also	use	scent	marking	to	establish	and	defend	their	territory,	and	they	leave	their	urine	and	feces	in	strategic	locations	to	signal	their	presence	to	other	ocelots.Breeding	occurs	throughout	the	year,	and	females	give	birth	to	litters	of
one	to	four	kittens	after	a	gestation	period	of	around	79-82	days.	The	kittens	are	born	blind	and	helpless,	and	they	remain	with	their	mother	for	several	months	until	they	are	able	to	hunt	and	fend	for	themselves.Overall,	ocelots	are	fascinating	and	adaptable	animals,	well-suited	to	life	in	the	dense	rainforests	of	Central	and	South	America.	However,
they	are	threatened	by	habitat	loss	and	hunting,	and	conservation	efforts	are	needed	to	protect	these	beautiful	cats	and	their	habitats	for	future	generations.The	Peruvian	Pelican,	also	known	as	the	Peruvian	Booby,	is	a	large	seabird	that	is	native	to	the	Pacific	coast	of	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	closely	related	to	other	species	of	pelicans
and	boobies,	and	they	are	known	for	their	distinctive	appearance	and	behavior.Peruvian	Pelicans	have	a	large	body,	with	a	wingspan	of	up	to	2.5	meters	(8.2	feet)	and	they	have	a	brown	and	white	plumage.	The	male	and	female	have	a	similar	appearance,	with	the	male	being	slightly	larger	in	size.	They	have	a	long,	straight,	and	massive	yellowish	or
pinkish	bill,	with	a	pouch	that	is	used	to	scoop	up	fish	while	they	are	swimming.As	with	other	pelicans,	Peruvian	Pelicans	are	primarily	fish	eaters,	and	they	feed	by	diving	into	the	water	from	a	height	of	up	to	15	meters	(50	feet)	to	catch	their	prey.	They	are	also	known	to	steal	fish	from	other	birds	and	fishing	boats.Peruvian	Pelicans	typically	breed	in
large	colonies	on	rocky	cliffs	and	islands	along	the	coast.	They	lay	one	to	three	eggs	in	a	simple	nest	made	of	guano,	and	both	parents	take	turns	incubating	the	eggs	and	caring	for	the	chicks.The	Boa	Constrictor	is	a	large,	non-venomous	snake	that	is	found	in	a	variety	of	habitats	throughout	Central	and	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	known
for	their	size,	strength,	and	unique	hunting	strategy.Boa	Constrictors	are	typically	brown	or	tan	in	color,	with	dark	brown	markings	on	their	backs.	They	have	a	thick	body	and	can	grow	up	to	13	feet	in	length,	although	most	individuals	are	smaller.	They	are	powerful	constrictors,	and	they	kill	their	prey	by	squeezing	it	until	it	suffocates.Boa
Constrictors	are	carnivorous,	and	they	feed	on	a	variety	of	small	mammals,	birds,	and	reptiles.	They	are	ambush	hunters,	and	they	wait	in	trees	or	bushes	until	their	prey	comes	within	striking	distance.	They	then	strike	quickly,	biting	their	prey	and	wrapping	their	bodies	around	it	to	constrict	it	to	death.In	terms	of	behavior,	Boa	Constrictors	are
solitary	animals	and	are	most	active	at	night.	During	the	day,	they	rest	in	a	variety	of	locations,	including	tree	branches,	caves,	and	hollow	logs.	They	are	also	excellent	climbers	and	are	able	to	swim,	making	them	well-adapted	to	life	in	their	various	habitats.Breeding	in	Boa	Constrictors	occurs	in	the	spring,	and	females	give	birth	to	live	young	after	a
gestation	period	of	around	100-110	days.	The	young	are	independent	at	birth	and	must	fend	for	themselves	from	the	start.Boa	Constrictors	are	not	typically	aggressive	towards	humans,	but	they	are	powerful	animals	that	can	be	dangerous	if	they	feel	threatened	or	cornered.	They	are	also	sometimes	kept	as	pets,	although	this	practice	is	controversial
and	requires	specialized	care	to	ensure	the	health	and	safety	of	the	snake	and	its	owner.The	Green	Iguana,	also	known	as	the	American	Iguana,	is	a	large	lizard	that	is	native	to	Central	and	South	America,	including	Peru.	They	are	one	of	the	most	commonly	kept	pet	reptiles	in	the	world	and	are	also	found	in	the	wild	in	a	variety	of	habitats,	including
forests,	savannas,	and	near	bodies	of	water.Green	Iguanas	are	typically	bright	green	in	color,	although	their	coloration	can	vary	depending	on	their	environment	and	age.	They	have	a	long	tail	and	a	crest	of	spines	running	down	their	back.	They	are	arboreal,	meaning	they	spend	much	of	their	time	in	trees	and	are	excellent	climbers.Green	Iguanas	are
primarily	herbivorous,	and	they	feed	on	a	variety	of	leaves,	fruits,	and	flowers.	They	are	also	known	to	occasionally	eat	insects	and	other	small	animals.	They	have	a	unique	digestive	system	that	allows	them	to	break	down	tough	plant	material,	and	they	are	able	to	absorb	water	through	their	skin,	making	them	well-adapted	to	their	environment.In
terms	of	behavior,	Green	Iguanas	are	generally	docile	and	shy,	although	they	can	become	aggressive	if	they	feel	threatened	or	cornered.	They	are	also	known	to	be	social	animals	and	will	often	bask	in	groups	on	sunny	rocks	or	branches.Breeding	in	Green	Iguanas	typically	occurs	in	the	spring,	and	females	lay	eggs	in	nests	they	dig	in	the	ground.	The
eggs	hatch	after	a	period	of	around	70	days,	and	the	young	are	independent	at	birth.While	Peru's	native	animal	species	are	a	source	of	pride	and	wonder,	they	are	also	under	threat	from	habitat	loss,	climate	change,	and	human	activity.	It	is	important	to	prioritize	conservation	efforts	that	protect	these	creatures	and	their	habitats,	both	for	their
intrinsic	value	and	for	the	vital	role	they	play	in	maintaining	healthy	ecosystems.	Through	education,	awareness-raising,	and	conservation	programs,	we	can	help	ensure	that	Peru's	remarkable	animal	diversity	is	preserved	for	future	generations	to	appreciate	and	enjoy.	animals	of	peru	In	this	list	you	will	see	that	we	include	the	adorable,	wild,	unique
and	incredible	animals	of	Peru	including	the	ones	you	will	be	able	to	see	on	your	trip	to	Peru	in	2024:	1.	JAGUAR	For	all	feline	lovers,	the	Jaguar	is	one	of	the	majestic	animals	of	Peru	that	inhabits	the	Peruvian	jungles,	its	name	means	Beast	in	Tupi-Guarani	language.	It	is	considered	the	largest	feline	in	America,	its	entire	body	is	covered	with	rosarás
with	small	internal	points	which	gives	the	impression	that	they	are	eyes,	by	nature	this	is	one	of	the	animals	of	Peru	that	is	carnivorous	and	has	in	its	diet	other	species	such	as	peccaries	and	small	mammals,	Although	it	is	quite	shy	for	the	camera	and	almost	always	keeps	its	presence	hidden	from	visitors,	so	the	sightings	of	this	feline	are	quite	rare
but	on	the	occasions	that	occurs	is	something	unique,	those	who	have	managed	to	see	it	in	its	natural	habitat	say	that	this	is	one	of	their	favorite	animals	of	Peru.	jaguar	2.	CÓNDOR	ANDINO	Of	all	the	animals	of	Peru,	the	Andean	Condor	is	without	a	doubt	a	symbol	of	the	Peruvian	Andes.	This	is	an	incredible	and	majestic	bird	as	it	has	incredibly	long
wings	that	allow	it	to	fly	over	the	Andes	even	against	the	strong	winds,	the	male	Condor	has	a	white	crest	on	the	other	hand	the	female	Connor	does	not	have	it.	The	average	lifespan	of	these	birds	is	about	50	years	in	their	natural	habitat	and	up	to	80	years	in	captivity.	There	are	places	where	it	is	very	common	to	be	able	to	appreciate	it	either	at	the
top	of	a	mountain	or	during	a	visit	to	the	Colca	Canyon.	The	Andean	Condor	is	a	bird	that	was	associated	to	the	Andean	belief	as	a	spiritual	guide,	besides	all	the	animals	of	Peru,	this	is	the	only	one	to	have	the	ability	to	communicate	with	the	world	of	the	gods	and	stars,	for	this	reason	it	was	represented	a	temple	to	worship	it	in	the	Inca	citadel	of
Machu	Picchu.	condor	3.	LLAMA	Y	ALPACA	The	Andean	camelids	are	part	of	the	favorite	animals	of	Peru	for	many	travelers,	although	they	are	easily	confused,	both	the	llama	and	the	alpaca	are	closely	connected	with	the	Peruvian	Andes,	to	the	point	that	when	a	traveler	wants	a	photo	of	the	incredible	landscapes	of	the	mountains	or	archaeological
centers,	it	will	not	be	complete	until	one	of	these	camelids	is	the	main	model.	In	order	to	differentiate	between	them,	you	must	take	into	account	the	following:	Llama:	Between	both	adorable	animals	of	Peru,	the	llama	is	bigger	in	size	besides	having	a	longer	face,	its	coat	is	more	common	and	coarse.	llama	Alpaca:	It	is	smaller	than	the	llama	besides
having	a	rounder	face,	the	wool	you	can	extract	from	the	alpaca	is	much	finer.	alpaca	In	both	cases,	these	are	animals	of	Peru	that	have	been	domesticated	and	can	live	in	the	high	plateau	of	the	altiplano	or	even	in	the	Andes,	they	are	easily	spotted	in	archaeological	centers	as	a	visual	attraction	because	they	do	not	represent	a	danger	to	visitors,	but
be	careful,	if	you	get	too	close	they	could	spit	on	you,	although	some	travelers	say	it	is	like	a	lucky	symbol.	4.	VICUÑA	It	is	one	of	the	most	valued	animals	of	Peru,	to	the	point	that	its	silhouette	is	located	within	the	coat	of	arms	of	the	country’s	flag.	The	Vicuña	is	similar	to	the	llama	or	alpaca	but	thinner,	it	is	undoubtedly	an	icon	of	the	plains	and
Andes	of	the	country,	according	to	the	Andean	Cosmogony	this	is	one	of	the	animals	of	Peru	that	has	a	direct	connection	with	the	gods	for	this	reason	they	were	worshiped.	Its	fur	is	highly	valued	for	clothing,	this	caused	hunters	to	search	for	it	indiscriminately	but	at	the	same	time	the	government	declared	it	as	a	protected	species.	It	can	live	about	25
years	and	is	considered	one	of	the	most	adorable	and	cuddly	animals	of	Peru.	They	regularly	move	in	herds	and	their	largest	population	is	found	in	the	Pampa	Galeras	reserve	(Ayacucho).	vicuña	5.	COCK	OF	THE	ROCK	The	Cock	of	the	Rock	is	considered	one	of	the	most	important	animals	of	Peru,	it	is	even	the	national	bird.	It	is	one	of	the	most
difficult	birds	to	see	in	the	wild	but	when	you	do	it	is	completely	unforgettable.	The	male	bird	is	more	colorful,	it	has	in	its	plumage	strong	colors	like	orange	and	bright	red	that	matches	perfectly	with	its	lower	part	of	gray	and	black,	this	is	mainly	to	attract	the	females	of	its	species	and	thus	to	be	able	to	mate.	This	beautiful	specimen	can	be
appreciated	during	visits	to	the	Manu	Reserve.	In	order	to	appreciate	these	animals	of	Peru	you	must	take	into	account	that	your	clothing	should	not	be	of	strong	or	showy	color	because	you	could	scare	them	away,	opt	for	more	concealed	colors.	cock	of	the	rock	6.	COLIBRI	Hummingbirds	are	very	small	birds	of	about	10	cm	and	in	all	of	Peru	there
are	about	120	species,	which	is	a	third	of	all	known	species.	Their	presence	is	in	all	the	territory	from	the	northern	valleys	to	the	mountainous	forests	that	are	around	the	citadel	of	Machu	Picchu.	It	is	known	that	its	presence	in	this	territory	dates	back	thousands	of	years	because	in	the	Nazca	lines	where	there	are	representations	of	animals	such	as
the	monkey	or	the	spider	also	presents	a	geoglyph	of	a	Colibri.	There	is	a	belief	that	these	animals	of	Peru	are	small	messengers,	of	course	this	is	part	of	the	spirituality	that	is	in	the	Andean	belief.	colibri	“One	life.	One	world.	Explore	it.”	7.	GIANT	RIVER	OTTER	The	Giant	River	Otter	is	one	of	the	most	adorable	animals	of	Peru	because	of	its	attitude
and	it	is	also	very	playful.	It	was	given	the	name	because	its	size	is	really	impressive,	with	a	length	of	1.7	meters	long	is	one	of	the	animals	of	Peru	that	lives	in	the	Amazon	River,	its	fur	is	brown	and	has	white	marks	on	the	throat,	they	are	part	of	the	family	of	weasels	and	badgers,	currently	this	is	a	species	that	is	being	threatened	by	hunters	so	it	is
one	of	the	animals	of	Peru	that	is	protected	in	the	Tambopata	Reserve.	giant	river	otter	8.	PINK	RIVER	DOLPHIN	The	pink	river	dolphin	is	part	of	animals	of	Peru	found	in	the	Pacaya	Samiria	Reserve	which	is	one	of	the	largest	protected	natural	sites	in	the	country.	The	pink	river	dolphin	is	also	known	as	Bufeo	and	among	the	varieties	of	river
dolphins	this	is	the	largest	in	the	world,	it	can	reach	about	3	meters	in	length.	The	male	of	this	species	has	a	much	stronger	pink	hue	to	attract	the	attention	of	females.	Their	diet	is	based	on	crabs,	turtles	and	fish.	pink	river	dolphin	9.	GIANT	ARMADILLO	This	is	one	of	the	animals	of	Peru	that	is	part	of	the	mammal	family	and	has	the	main
characteristic	of	being	armored	because	its	shell	is	quite	hard,	also	highlights	its	digging	skills	thanks	to	its	long	claws	that	can	measure	up	to	20	cm	in	length	thanks	to	this	they	can	easily	break	termite	colonies	and	at	the	same	time	look	for	insects	in	the	subsoil,	but	not	only	to	look	for	food	but	also	to	look	for	a	place	to	rest.	Their	diet	is	basically
termites	but	they	can	also	consume	fruits	that	fall	from	trees,	ants	or	invertebrates.	giant	armadillo	WILDLIFE	IN	PERU	«The	alpaca	is	one	of	the	most	important	animals	of	Peru,	it	was	declared	as	“Genetic	Resource	of	Peru”	by	the	“Law	of	promotion	and	genetic	improvement	and	conservation	of	breeds	of	domestic	South	American	camelids”,		a	well
deserved	recognition.»	Click	here	to	learn	more	10.	PERUVIAN	DOG	During	your	visit	of	2024	you	will	encounter	many	types	of	species	and	animals	of	Peru,	including	this	particular	dog	that	has	the	main	characteristic	of	not	having	hair	on	the	whole	body	(except	for	a	few	tufts	on	the	head),	it	is	believed	that	this	breed	of	dog	has	healing	properties
in	the	skin	besides	being	a	loyal	companion	for	the	Andean	priests	where	he	also	participates	in	their	ceremonies.	Although	its	origin	is	uncertain,	it	is	known	that	they	have	been	in	the	country	for	thousands	of	years,	this	is	proven	in	the	tomb	of	the	Lord	of	Sepan	where	remains	of	this	animal	were	found.	Although	at	first	glance	it	looks	sick,	believe
us	that	they	feel	very	comfortable	without	fur.	peruvian	dog	11.	HUMBOLDT	PENGUIN	In	short,	if	you	think	of	something	adorable,	seeing	a	group	of	penguins	is	on	the	list	of	things	you	can	imagine.	Of	course,	to	appreciate	them	you	don’t	have	to	go	to	Antarctica,	very	close	to	the	Peruvian	coasts	are	the	Ballestas	Islands,	where	it	is	possible	to
appreciate	this	peculiar	species	of	penguin	in	colonies,	it	is	thanks	to	the	Humboldt	current	that	brings	cold	water	with	plenty	of	nutrients	from	Antarctica	that	penguins	have	been	able	to	develop	in	this	ecosystem.	humboldt	pinguin	12.	OSO	DE	ANTEOJOS	(SPECTACLED	BEAR)	The	spectacled	bear	is	one	of	the	animals	of	Peru,	which	thanks	to	its
conservation	has	become	an	icon	of	biodiversity	protection	and	therefore	is	highly	appreciated.	It	can	reach	up	to	2	meters	high	and	weigh	around	130	kg.	Its	particular	name	comes	from	the	markings	around	its	eyes,	which	give	the	appearance	that	it	has	glasses.	Unlike	its	brothers	like	the	polar	or	brown,	the	spectacled	bear	does	not	hibernate	for
long	periods,	its	habitat	in	forests	allows	it	to	have	access	to	food	frequently	and	its	main	sighting	is	in	the	citadel	of	Machu	Picchu	as	well	as	in	the	surrounding	area.	Although	their	diet	is	basically	vegetable,	they	can	also	consume	insects	and	eggs.	spectacled	bear	These	are	just	some	of	the	animals	of	Peru	that	you	can	see	during	your	visit	in	2024,
of	course	to	see	them,	everything	would	depends	of	the	weather	conditions	and	time	of	the	year	that	you	travel	to	Perú.	Auri	Peru	can	organize	a	complete	visit	for	you	to	enjoy	every	moment,	contact	us	now	and	start	your	Peruvian	adventure!.	“Find	a	beautiful	place	and	get	lost.”


