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Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Acronyms, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia. (frénd)n.1. A person whom one knows, likes, and trusts.2. A person whom one knows; an acquaintance.3. A person with whom one is allied in a struggle or cause; a comrade.4. One who supports, sympathizes with, or patronizes a group, cause, or movement: friends of the clean air movement.5.
Friend A member of the Society of Friends; a Quaker.tr.v. friend-ed, friend-ing, friends 1. Informal To add (someone) as a friend on a social networking website.Idiom: be friends with To be a friend of: I am friends with my neighbor.[Middle English, from Old English freond; see pri- in Indo-European roots.]JWord History: The relationship between Latin amicus, "friend," and amo,
"I love," is clear, as is the relationship between Greek philos, "friend," and phileo, "I love." In English, though, we have to go back a millennium before we see the verb that we can easily connect to friend. Fréond, the Old English source of Modern English friend, is related to the Old English verb freon, "to love, like, honor, set free (from slavery or confinement)." Specifically,
freond comes from the present participle of the Germanic ancestor of Old English freon and thus originally meant "one who loves." (The Old English verb freon, "to love, set free," by the way, survives today in Modern English as to free.) The Germanic root of freond and freon is *fri-, which meant "to like, love, be friendly to." Closely linked to these concepts is that of "peace,"
and in fact Germanic made a noun from this root, *frithu-, meaning exactly that. Ultimately descended from this noun are the personal names Frederick, "peaceful ruler," and Siegfried, "victory peace." The root also shows up in the name of the Germanic deity Frigg, the goddess of love, who lives on today in the word Friday, "day of Frigg," from an ancient translation of Latin
Veneris dies, "day of Venus."American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. (frend) nl. a person known well to another and regarded with liking, affection, and loyalty; an intimate2. an acquaintance or
associate3. an ally in a fight or cause; supporter4. a fellow member of a party, society, etc5. a patron or supporter: a friend of the opera. 6. be friends to be friendly (with)7. make friends to become friendly (with)vb (tr) 8. (Communications & Information) to add (a person) to one's list of contacts on a social networking website 9. an archaic word for befriend[Old English freond;
related to Old Saxon friund, Old Norse fréendi, Gothic frijonds, Old High German friunt] (frend) n (Protestantism) a member of the Religious Society of Friends; Quaker (frend) n (Mountaineering) trademark mountaineering a device consisting of a shaft with double-headed spring-loaded cams that can be wedged in a crack to provide an anchor pointCollins English Dictionary -
Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 (frend) n. 1. a person attached to another by feelings of affection or personal regard. 2. a person who gives assistance; patron; supporter: friends of the Boston Symphony. 3. a person who is on good terms with another; a person who is not
hostile: Who goes there? Friend or foe? 4. a member of the same nation, party, etc. 5. (cap.) a member of the Society of Friends; Quaker. v.t. Idioms: make friends with, to enter into friendly relations with; become a friend to. [before 900; Middle English friend, frend, Old English freond friend, lover, relative (c. Old Saxon friund, Old High German friunt), orig. present participle
of freogan to love] Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, © 2010 K Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved.1. 'friend'Your friends are people you know well and like spending time with. You can refer to a friend who you know very well as a good friend or a close friend.He's a good friend of mine.A close friend
told me about it.If someone has been your friend for a long time, you can refer to them as an old friend. He or she is not necessarily an old person.I went back to my hometown and visited some old friends.2. 'be friends with'lf someone is your friend, you can say that you are friends with them.You used to be good friends with him, didn't you?I also became friends with
Melanie.Collins COBUILD English Usage © HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 2004, 2011, 2012Past participle: friendedGerund: friendingImperativePresentPreteritePresent ContinuousPresent PerfectPast ContinuousPast PerfectFutureFuture PerfectFuture ContinuousPresent Perfect ContinuousFuture Perfect ContinuousPast Perfect ContinuousConditionalPast ConditionalCollins
English Verb Tables © HarperCollins Publishers 2011 Nounl.friend - a person you know well and regard with affection and trust; "he was my best friend at the university"alter ego - a very close and trusted friend who seems almost a part of yourselfamigo - a friend or comradebest friend - the one friend who is closest to youcomrade, brother - used as a term of address for those
male persons engaged in the same movement; "Greetings, comrade!"confidant, intimate - someone to whom private matters are confidedflatmate - an associate who shares an apartment with yougirlfriend - any female friend; "Mary and her girlfriend organized the party"light - a person regarded very fondly; "the light of my life"mate - informal term for a friend of the same
sexroomie, roommate, roomy - an associate who shares a room with youschoolfriend - a friend who attends the same school2.friend - an associate who provides cooperation or assistance; "he's a good ally in fight"associate - a person who joins with others in some activity or endeavor; "he had to consult his associate before continuing"blood brother - a male sworn (usually by a
ceremony involving the mingling of blood) to treat another as his brotherfoe, enemy - a personal enemy; "they had been political foes for years"3.friend - a person with whom you are acquainted; "I have trouble remembering the names of all my acquaintances"; "we are friends of the family"bunkmate - someone who occupies the same sleeping quarters as yourselfcampmate -
someone who lives in the same camp you doconnection - (usually plural) a person who is influential and to whom you are connected in some way (as by family or friendship); "he has powerful connections"end man - a man at one end of a row of peoplehomeboy - a male friend from your neighborhood or hometownmessmate - (nautical) an associate with whom you share meals in
the same mess (as on a ship)pickup - a casual acquaintance; often made in hope of sexual relationships4.friend - a person who backs a politician or a team etc.; "all their supporters came out for the game"; "they are friends of the library"admirer, booster, protagonist, supporter, championanglophil, anglophile - an admirer of England and things Englishbeliever, truster - a
supporter who accepts something as trueBoswell - a devoted admirer and recorder of another's words and deedscheerleader - an enthusiastic and vocal supporter; "he has become a cheerleader for therapeutic cloning"Confederate - a supporter of the Confederate States of Americacorporatist - a supporter of corporatismFrancophil, Francophile - an admirer of France and
everything Frenchfree trader - an advocate of unrestricted international tradefunctionalist - an adherent of functionalismJacobite - a supporter of James II after he was overthrown or a supporter of the Stuartsloyalist, stalwart - a person who is loyal to their allegiance (especially in times of revolt)New Dealer - a supporter of the economic policies in the United States known as
the New Dealmainstay, pillar - a prominent supporter; "he is a pillar of the community"Roundhead - a supporter of parliament and Oliver Cromwell during the English Civil Warseconder - someone who endorses a motion or petition as a necessary preliminary to a discussion or voteShavian - an admirer of G. B. Shaw or his workstoaster, wassailer - someone who proposes a toast;
someone who drinks to the health of success of someone or some venturemaintainer, sustainer, upholder - someone who upholds or maintains; "firm upholders of tradition"; "they are sustainers of the idea of democracy"verifier, voucher - someone who vouches for another or for the correctness of a statementWhig - a supporter of the American Revolution5.Friend - a member of
the Religious Society of Friends founded by George Fox (the Friends have never called themselves Quakers)Christian - a religious person who believes Jesus is the Christ and who is a member of a Christian denominationBased on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. © 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.nounl. companion, pal, mate (informal), buddy (informal),
partner, china (Brit. & S. African informal), familiar, best friend, intimate, cock (Brit. informal), close friend, comrade, chum (informal), crony, alter ego, confidant, playmate, confidante, main man (slang, chiefly U.S.), soul mate, homeboy (slang, chiefly U.S.), cobber (Austral. or old-fashioned N.Z. informal), bosom friend, boon companion, Achates I had a long talk with my best
friend. companion rival, enemy, opponent, competitor, foe, adversary, antagonist2. supporter, ally, associate, sponsor, advocate, patron, backer, partisan, protagonist, benefactor, adherent, well-wisher the Friends of Birmingham Royal BalletQuotations"A friend should bear his friend's infirmities" [William Shakespeare Julius Caesar]"The belongings of friends are common"
[Aristotle]"My best friend is the man who in wishing me well wishes it for my sake" [Aristotle Nicomachean Ethics]"Friends are born, not made" [Henry Adams The Education of Henry Adams]"True happiness""Consists not in the multitude of friends,""But in the worth and choice" [Ben Jonson Cynthia's Revels]"Friends are God's apology for relatives" [Hugh Kingsmill]"Old
friends are the best. King James used to call for his old shoes; for they were easiest for his feet" [John Seldon Table Talk]"Old friends are the blessing of one's later years - half a word conveys one's meaning" [Horace Walpole]"The only way to have a friend is to be one" [Ralph Waldo Emerson Essays: First Series]"Of two close friends, one is always the slave of the other" [Mikhail
Lermontov A Hero of Our Time]Proverbs"A friend in need is a friend indeed"Collins Thesaurus of the English Language - Complete and Unabridged 2nd Edition. 2002 © HarperCollins Publishers 1995, 2002nounl. A person whom one knows well, likes, and trusts:amigo, brother, chum, confidant, confidante, familiar, intimate, mate, pal.2. A person whom one knows casually: The
American Heritage® Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright © 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
pritelpritelkynéholkakamaradklukFreundFreundinHabschiBekannteBekanntergiiocBon0dcyvwaotiyvwotdégeiinamigoconocidofavorecernovianovioprijateljprijateljicaprijateljudeckodjevojkabaratbarat1baratnépartolgjaamicoamicaamichevolecamerataconoscentebe
draugudraugassusidraugautiprzyjacielprzyjacidtkaznajomaznajomyapyrapyKuTh3HaKoMass3HaKOMBIHTOApyravanvaninnaflickvangynnahjalpaCollins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 © HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005Collins English/French Electronic Resource. ©
HarperCollins Publishers 2005Collins German Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition © HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (frend) nounl. someone who knows and likes another person very well. He is my best friend. vriend
Guxo mpusiTen amigo pritel der/die Freund/-in ven; kammerat @iAogamigo sOber cauwgs ystdava ami/-ie nan 0000 prijatelj barat teman vinur amico & A draugas draugs teman vriendvenn, bekjentprzyjaciel s ¢ guoluall Olg>l> aSJ) 9,9 549, cawgr 5,8l amigo prieten gpyr priatel, -ka prijatelj prijatelj van, vaninna 0J000 arkadas FAR mpyr; npusiTenb cuwss ban; nguoi ban AR 2. a pers
friendly and generous way to people etc he or she does not know. a friend to animals. vriend a5 npusTen amigo pritel der/die Freund/-in venlig person; dyreven giAogamigo sobramees ,l> cuws> ystéva ami/-ie 77 000000 prijatelj, poznanik partoldja vminek penyayang vinur amico #£75 draugas draugs; labvélis penyayang vriendvennprzyjaciel s_Sl. amigo iubitor mo6poxemnarens |
-ka ljubitelj prijatelj van, gynnare Q000 dost # AR, KAKIA OIpUXUILHUK, MOOGPO3UUIIUBEIb (wl> Nguoi Ung hd; nguoi giup dé AR, KAHIA 'friendless adjective without friends. alone and friendless. vriendeloosheid syl 9 2u>9 caM(oTeH) sem amigos nemajici pratele, opustény ohne Freunde vennelgs mov givot ywpig @ihovg sin amigos sdpradeta cuwsgs v ilman ystavia dé
bez prijatelja, osamljen elhagyatott sendirian vinalaus senza amici K A®DL V2L 7} vienisas, be draugy bez draugiem tiada kawan vriendenloos vennelgs, uten venneropuszczony, samotny aiwg> « ol v sSem amigos fard prieteni He umerouuit npy3sett bez priatelov osamljen bez prijatelja utan vanner 00000000000 arkadassiz ;2 BERI&RR camitaui, caMmoTHi# [y S cawgs s khong cod
‘friendly adjective'friendship nounl. the state of being friends. Friendship is a wonderful thing. vriendskap «5lxe npusiTenctso amizade pratelstvi die Freundschaft venskab giA{aamistad séprus (iws> ystavyys amitiénim 00000 prijateljstvo bardtsag persahabatan vinatta amicizia &1 draugysté draudziba persahabatan vriendschapvennskapprzyjazn «.sls, .s b «iwg> amizade
prietenie mpyx06a priatelstvo prijateljstvo prijateljstvo vanskap 000000 arkadaslik &1& npyx6a (iws> tinh hitu nghi &1&2. a particular relationship between two friends. Our friendship grew through the years. vriendskap o350 «a3)¢ .a3lso mpyx06a amizade pratelstvi die Freundschaft venskab; teet forhold g1A{camistad sdprus c.sls, ystavyys amitiénnan 0000000 prijateljstvo baratsa
persahabatan vinskapur amicizia 3Z&#{% draugysté draudziba persahabatan vriendschapvennskap, vennskapelige folelserprzyjazn «.sls , amizade prietenie gpyx6a priatelstvo prijateljstvo prijateljstvo vanskap[sforhallande] Q0000000000000 dostluk &8 apy=x6a [Jewi, IS au 0S usiws> tinh ban &iEmake friends (with) to start a friendly relationship; to become friends with someone
to make friends with the dog. bevriend 3La% . @:la; cipusiTensaBam ce fazer amizade spratelit se Freundschaft schlieBen mit blive ven med mdavw @iAieg trabar amistad con alguien, hacerse amigo de alguien séprust sobitama L g cuwgs ystavystya devenir ami/-ie avec T1'nn7 00000 0000 sprijateljiti se s 0sszebaratkozik vkivel bersahabat vingast vid fare amicizia con* 8L <723 ..
susidraugauti sadraudzéties (ar kadu) cari kawan vriendschap sluiten bli venner (med) zaprzyjazni¢ sie _uws> fazer amizade a se imprieteni (cu) mompyxuthcs spriatelit sa (s) spoprijateljiti se sprijateljiti se bli van med 00000000000000000 arkadas olmak/edinmek £4...33& moppyxutucs 3 L,S iwses trd thanh ban cda ai 5...33&Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary © 2006-20°
Dictionaries Ltd. » g2 pritel ven Freund @{Aog amigo ystava ami prijatelj amico &7 [ vriend venn przyjaciel amigo gpyr van (00000 arkadas ban AR&Multilingual Translator © HarperCollins Publishers 2009English-Spanish/Spanish-English Medical Dictionary Copyright © 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Te
a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: I and me are always too earnestly in conversation: how could it be endured, if there were not a friend?We know diseases of stoppings, and suffocations, are the most dangerous in the body; and it is not much otherwise in the mind; you may take sarza to open the liver,
steel to open the spleen, flowers of sulphur for the lungs, castoreum for the brain; but no receipt openeth the heart, but a true friend; to whom you may impart griefs, joys, fears, hopes, suspicions, counsels, and whatsoever lieth upon the heart to oppress it, in a kind of civil shrift or confession.Certainly not; for he thinks that a friend ought always to do good to a friend and
never evil."That was another thing, my friend; he was about to die."Anselmo was deep in love with a high-born and beautiful maiden of the same city, the daughter of parents so estimable, and so estimable herself, that he resolved, with the approval of his friend Lothario, without whom he did nothing, to ask her of them in marriage, and did so, Lothario being the bearer of the
demand, and conducting the negotiation so much to the satisfaction of his friend that in a short time he was in possession of the object of his desires, and Camilla so happy in having won Anselmo for her husband, that she gave thanks unceasingly to heaven and to Lothario, by whose means such good fortune had fallen to her.how delightful to see you again, dear friend!" he
cried, in a voice which was now changed from a baritone into a bass, "you've not then forgotten me?"My careful heart was free again,-- O friend, my bosom said, Through thee alone the sky is arched, Through thee the rose is red, All things through thee take nobler form And look beyond the earth, The mill-round of our fate appears A sun-path in thy worth.Jo, very doubtful of his
reverend friend's intentions and not at all clear but that something practical and painful is going to be done to him, mutters, "You let me alone.His new friend departed; and, after experiencing some slight difficulty in finding the orifice in his nightcap, originally intended for the reception of his head, and finally overturning his candlestick in his struggles to put it on, Mr.It was in
these apartments that Mr Swiveller made use of the expressions above recorded for the consolation and encouragement of his desponding friend; and it may not be uninteresting or improper to remark that even these brief observations partook in a double sense of the figurative and poetical character of Mr Swiveller's mind, as the rosy wine was in fact represented by one glass
of cold gin-and-water, which was replenished as occasion required from a bottle and jug upon the table, and was passed from one to another, in a scarcity of tumblers which, as Mr Swiveller's was a bachelor's establishment, may be acknowledged without a blush.He heard then the noise of a fire crackling briskly in the cold air, and, turning his head, he saw his friend pottering
busily about a small blaze.After addressing her with his usual politeness, he turned to his daughter and said, "Well, Eleanor, may I congratulate you on being successful in your application to your fair friend?" AFriedrich Wohler Friedrich Wolf Friedrich Wolff Friedrich Zander Friedrich's ataxia Friedrich's ataxia Friedrich's ataxia Friedrich's ataxia Friedrich, Baron von Flotow
Friedrich, Carl J. Friedrich, Caspar David Friedrich, Caspar David Friedrich, Freiherr von Logau Friedrich, Gustav Friedrich, Johannes Friedrich, Walter Friedrich-Albert-Lange-Schule Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Friedrich-Wilhelm-Bessel Institut Forschungsgesellschaft mbH Friedrichs, Kurt O. Friedrichshafen Friedrichshafen am Bodensee
Friedrichshafen, Germany - Friedrichshafen - Lowenthal Friedrichshain-Kreuzberger Unternehmerverein Friedricht engels Friedricht engels Friedricht engels Friedrick Nietzsche Friel Brian friendFriend arrested, cannot afford attorney Friend Assisted Path Discovery friend at court friend at court friend borrowed and will not pay Friend borrowed car and ruined it Friend Code
Friend Code DataBase Friend crush Friend crush Friend disease friend drives and amages car Friend Erythroleukemia Cell Friend Finder Network Friend for Benefits Friend for Life Friend for Now Friend for the Day FRIEND for West and Central Africa friend in court Friend in Need Friend in Need friend in need is a friend indeed friend in need is a friend indeed, a Friend
leukemia virus Friend Mapper Friend Mink Cell Focus-Inducing Virus Friend Murine Leukemia Virus Integration Friend of a friend Friend of a friend ¥ Time and distance do nothing to diminish the bond we have in the deepest kinds of friendship. What draws people together as friends may include common interests, history, common values, and equality. To attract true friends,
be a true friend to yourself and be the friend you want to have. The Japanese have a term, kenzoku, which translated literally means "family." The connotation suggests a bond between people who've made a similar commitment and who possibly therefore share a similar destiny. It implies the presence of the deepest connection of friendship, of lives lived as comrades from the
distant past. Many of us have people in our lives with whom we feel the bond described by the word kenzoku. They may be family members, a mother, a brother, a daughter, a cousin. Or a friend from grammar school with whom we haven't talked in decades. Time and distance do nothing to diminish the bond we have with these kinds of friends. The question then arises: why do
we have the kind of chemistry encapsulated by the word kenzoku with only a few people we know and not scores of others? The closer we look for the answer the more elusive it becomes. It may not in fact be possible to know, but the characteristics that define a kenzoku relationship most certainly are. What draws people together as friends? Common interests. This probably
ties us closer to our friends than many would like to admit. When our interests diverge and we can find nothing to enjoy jointly, time spent together tends to rapidly diminish. Not that we can't still care deeply about friends with whom we no longer share common interests, but it's probably uncommon for such friends to interact on a regular basis. History. Nothing ties people
together, even people with little in common, than having gone through the same difficult experience. As the sole glue to keep friendships whole in the long run, however, it often dries, cracks, and ultimately fails. Common values. Though not necessarily enough to create a friendship, if values are too divergent, it's difficult for a friendship to thrive. Equality. If one friend needs
the support of the other on a consistent basis such that the person depended upon receives no benefit other than the opportunity to support and encourage, while the relationship may be significant and valuable, it can't be said to define a true friendship. What makes a friend worthy of the name? A commitment to your happiness. A true friend is consistently willing to put your
happiness before your friendship. It's said that "good advice grates on the ear," but a true friend won't refrain from telling you something you don't want to hear, something that may even risk fracturing the friendship, if hearing it lies in your best interest. A true friend will not lack the mercy to correct you when you're wrong. A true friend will confront you with your drinking
problem as quickly as inform you about a malignant-looking skin lesion on your back that you can't see yourself. Not asking you to place the friendship before your principles. A true friend won't ask you to compromise your principles in the name of your friendship or anything else. Ever. A good influence. A true friend inspires you to live up to your best potential, not to indulge
your basest drives. Of course, we may have friends who fit all these criteria and still don't quite feel kenzoku. There still seems to be an extra factor, an attraction similar to that which draws people together romantically, that cements friends together irrevocably, often immediately, for no reason either person can identify. But when you find these people, these kenzoku, they're
like priceless gems. They're like finding home. How to attract true friends This one is easy, at least on paper: become a true friend yourself. One of my favorite quotations comes from Gandhi: "Be the change you wish to see in the world." Be the friend you want to have. We all tend to attract people into our lives whose character mirrors our own. You don't have to make yourself
into what you think others would find attractive. No matter what your areas of interest, others share them somewhere. Simply make yourself a big target. Join social clubs organized around activities you enjoy. Leverage the Internet to find people of like mind. Take action. As I thought about it, there are four people in my life I consider kenzoku. How many do you? My book, The
Undefeated Mind: On the Science of Constructing an Indestructible Self, is available now; read the sample chapter and visit Amazon or Barnes & Noble to order your copy. Get the help you need from a therapist near you-a FREE service from Psychology Today. Atlanta, GA Austin, TX Baltimore, MD Boston, MA Brooklyn, NY Charlotte, NC Chicago, IL. Columbus, OH Dallas, TX
Denver, CO Detroit, MI Houston, TX Indianapolis, IN Jacksonville, FL Las Vegas, NV Los Angeles, CA Louisville, KY Memphis, TN Miami, FL. Milwaukee, WI Minneapolis, MN Nashville, TN New York, NY Oakland, CA Omaha, NE Philadelphia, PA Phoenix, AZ Pittsburgh, PA Portland, OR Raleigh, NC Sacramento, CA Saint Louis, MO San Antonio, TX San Diego, CA San Francisco,
CA San Jose, CA Seattle, WA Tucson, AZ Washington, DC More from Alex Lickerman M.D. More from Psychology Today Research shows that friendship can have a significant impact on not only our emotional well-being but also our physical health and that being friends with two or more people can lead to a more satisfactory quality of life. Friendship can affect everything from
our blood pressure to our immune function to heal from illness. For this reason, it can be important to define what it means to have a good friend and determine ways to nurture healthy friendships.Many of us may believe that we have true, close friendships, but may not give too much thought to how we would actually define a good friend. A friend can be someone you've been
close to for years, or they could be someone fairly new in your life. They could be someone you bond with over a favorite sport or TV show, or perhaps a new friend you made at school or work. A friend can come from all aspects of our lives.In this article, we’ll reflect on what friendship is and how to recognize a good friend versus a bad friend using a few possible
signs.RawpixelNavigating friendships can be confusing sometimesTalk about your concerns with a therapistWhat is friendship?So what is friendship? The definition of a friend for most of us is someone who we feel connected to and who is there for us in some way. According to friendship researcher Lydia Denworth, science has found three minimum factors for a quality
friendship: “It has to have these minimum three things: It’s a stable, longstanding bond; it’s positive; and it’s cooperative—it’s helpful, reciprocal, I'm there for you, you’'re there for me.” A friend is often someone that you experience a bond with. You may experience some common beliefs and values with friends, and often, a friend is someone you trust and enjoy being around.
Friends can be in person or online and can vary in distance. You might have a next-door neighbor friend or a friend thousands of miles away.Some friends may be casual; you may talk sometimes and enjoy each other’s company, but the connection may not be very strong. With your best friends, you may feel more deeply connected and know you can rely on them for support.
This friendship may seem very reliable, and this friend may make it easy to pick up where you left off. Good friendships and good friends can often stand the test of time. These relationships are often made from mutual respect and care for each other's well-being.What is the difference between a friend and an acquaintance? An acquaintance is a person whom you may talk to on
occasion and maybe see at a dinner party or other social event, but the bond of a friend or personal relationship is not there. An acquaintance might not be the person you talk to when problems are happening, as you would with a close friend. That said, some acquaintances may become friends, if we give them a chance. The main characteristic of a friend in this case is
someone with whom you have more trust and connection.Possible signs of healthy relationships with your friendsNow that we have a sense of friendship in general, let’s consider a few possible qualities of a good friend. Here are some possible ways to know that you have a true friend and a quality, healthy friendship:1. They provide emotional supportA good friend is often
someone who will be there for you consistently, whether that is through simple words or grand gestures. A good friend likely won’t desert you because you are having a hard time or experiencing sadness. Good friends often recognize that life can present significant challenges, and they will be there for you when that happens. A good friend stays by your side, and a real
friendship goes through these trials and remains strong.2. A friend listens to youA good friend is often someone you can be vulnerable and open with. They are often someone you feel comfortable talking honestly with because you know they are genuinely listening and care about what you have to say.3. You feel good when you're around themA good friend is typically someone
whom you enjoy spending time with, and they may also increase your self-esteem when you're around them. With a good friend, you may laugh, have fun, feel connected, and generally enjoy each other’s company. Rather than worrying about being judged, you can often feel comfortable and confident when you are around good friends.4. They are empathetic toward youA good
friend is often empathetic to your struggles or what you're experiencing and shows that they care. A good friend will often try to understand who you are, as well as your perspectives and give you space to express your feelings. A good friend typically won’t be judgmental or dismissive.5. They can apologize and forgive In a long-term friendship, there are likely to be some
arguments at times. Good friends typically recognize this reality and are able to both apologize and forgive, within reason of course. Good friends can forgive each other and continue nurturing a positive friendship.Getty / courtneykNot all friendships are healthyIf you've been questioning your friendship with someone, there are a few signs that someone may not be a good
friend to you. Here are a few signs to consider:1. They are only around when they need somethingSome friends may only want to spend time with you when they need something. When you've given them what they need, they may stop acting like a friend. Friends can help each other, but if the help is one-sided or if the friend is only around when they want something from you,
this may be a sign that you're being used.2. They frequently bad-mouth other friendsIf your friends is frequently voicing negative opinions about their other friends to you, then you may consider that they could be saying bad things about you to their friends. If this friend is always speaking badly about others, they may not be someone you can trust.3. They don’t tolerate
differencesFriends often have some differences, be it hobbies, interests, outlooks on life, or beliefs. Good friends can typically understand these differences and accept you for who you are. However, if someone seems to frequently be dismissive, judgmental, or demeaning of you for what you believe, they may not be a good friend to have in your life.4. They are often flakyA flaky
friend can be difficult to accommodate. If you're the one who is always making plans and they're frequently making excuses or not showing up, you may wonder if they care about the friendship. However, there can be legitimate reasons for this behavior, such as if a person has social anxiety, so it may be best to try to talk with this friend to gain an understanding of what might
be going on.5. They are pushy and not understandingIf a person is pressuring you to do things with which you don’t feel comfortable, such as attending a certain party or trying certain things, they may not be a good friend. A good friend can respect your boundaries. Additionally, if you have obligations, such as work, school, or family, and your friend gets angry whenever you're
busy, then this can be a sign of a less-than-healthy relationship.Many friends may have a problem or two at times, and these signs are not automatic indications of a bad friend. However, if you are questioning the quality of the friendship, considering some of these signs may be useful. Oftentimes, having a conversation with your friend about your concerns can be helpful.Help
with navigating friendships and developing friendship skillsIf you're having trouble with your friendships or want support in figuring out whether or not a friendship may be positive, speaking with a professional counselor may help. Working with a therapist may help you understand your feelings, make sense of different friendships, and learn ways to strengthen your
relationships.Research has found that online therapy can be just as effective as in-person therapy for a variety of concerns. For instance, one research study conducted a comprehensive review of studies on the effectiveness of internet-based interventions for a variety of concerns. It found “no differences in effectiveness” between face-to-face and internet interventions in 14
studies that compared the two.With online therapy through BetterHelp, you can meet with a therapist wherever is most convenient for you—including from home—which may make it easier to schedule as you won’t have to worry about a commute. You can communicate with your therapist via phone, live chat, videoconferencing, or in-app messaging.Below are reviews of some
of our therapists from people seeking help with similar concerns.Getty/Luis AlvarezNavigating friendships can be confusing sometimesTalk about your concerns with a therapist"Angela is a fabulous therapist. She always listens to me and is never judgmental. She does, however, tell me off when I need it, but always explains why and helps me get on the right path again.
Sometimes, we just talk, not about anything in particular, but as friends. Having her as a therapist has been one of the best things in my life. She is always willing to help when I need her."— BetterHelp member’s review of their therapistA good friend is often someone who is there for you, who listens to you, and who you enjoy spending time with. If a friend pressures you, or
only seems to spend time with you when they need something from you, that could be an indication of a less-than-optimal friendship. If you would like support in navigating your friendships with others, online therapy may help.According to the American Psychological Association, friendship is “a voluntary relationship between two or more people that is relatively long-lasting
and in which those involved tend to be concerned with meeting the others’ needs and interests as well as satisfying their own desires.” A friendship can differ from a romantic relationship in that friendship doesn’t usually involve passion and physical intimacy.What is the main purpose of friendship?Emotional support is typically one of the main purposes of friendship. Friends
are often there to celebrate with you during happy times and offer help and encouragement during challenging times.What is friendship in beautiful words?The supportive bond between two people in a friendship can be an example of a vital part of overall well-being.What is most important in friendship?It could be said that the most important thing in friendship is being able to
open up and talk with one another about a variety of topics. This often involves trust and emotional intimacy in healthy relationships.What are the qualities of a real friend?Real friends are often::HonestSupportiveTrustworthyEmpatheticHumorousIf you’d like to be a real friend to others, it can be helpful to work on these friendship skills yourself. The best friends often display
such qualities as those listed above.How can you tell if someone is a true friend?A true friend will likely be accepting, nonjudgmental, and dependable. Not all friendships may involve these characteristics, but it’s possible that the people involved in these friendships aren’t true friends. If you seek true friendships, try to ensure that you are also a true friend.What two things is
friendship compared to?In a poem by Ellen Bailey titled “A Golden Chain,” friendship is compared to both a golden chain and a precious jewel. Friendship can be a valuable addition to our lives that greatly contributes to our overall happiness.What is the difference between friendship and a friend?You can define friendships as the state of being friends. Meanwhile, the word
friend is often defined as a person with whom you experience mutual affection. Parents and other individuals in the family can often be considered friends, as can people outside of your family.What are the three main points of friendship?Vulnerability, positivity, and consistency may be the three main points of friendship. Other factors, like loyalty and emotional support, can
also play a part.What are the three things needed in a friendship?Connection, fun, and trust may be the three things needed in a friendship. It can also be important to have conflict resolution skills, as most people will encounter conflict at some point during their friendships. FRIENDnounEtymology: vriend, Dutch; freond, Saxon.1. One joined to another in mutual benevolence
and intimacy: opposed to foe or enemy. Friends of my soul, you twainRule in this realm, and the gor’d state sustain. William Shakespeare. Some man is a friend for his own occasion, and will not abide in the day of thy trouble. Ecclus. vi. 8. God’s benison go with you, and with thoseThat would make good of bad, and friends of foes. William Shakespeare. Wonder not to see this
soul extendThe bounds, and seek some other self, a friend. Dryden.2. One without hostile intentions. Who comes so fast in silence of the night?—— A friend.—— What friend? your name? William Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice.3. One reconciled to another: this is put by the custom of the language somewhat irregularly in the plural number. He’s friends with Ceesar,In state of
health thou say’st, and thou say’st free. William Shakespeare. My son came then into my mind; and yet my mindWas then scarce friends with him. William Shakespeare, King Lear.4. An attendant, or companion. The king ordains their entrance, and ascendsHis regal seat, surrounded by his friends. John Dryden, Z£n.5. Favourer; one propitious. Aurora riding upon Pegasus,
sheweth her swiftness, and how she is a friend to poetry and all ingenious inventions. Henry Peacham.6. A familiar compellation. Friend, how camest thou in hither? Mat. xxii. 12. What supports me, do’st thou ask?The conscience, friend, t’have lost mine eyes o’erply’dIn liberty’s defence. John Milton.To FriendverbTo favour; to befriend; to countenance; to support.Etymology:
from the noun.I know that we shall have him well to friend. William Shakespeare. When vice makes mercy, mercy’s so extended, That, for the fault’s love, is th’ offender friended. William Shakespeare. Meanings Synonyms Sentences A person whom one knows, likes, and trusts. A person whom one knows well and is fond of; intimate associate; close acquaintance. A person on the
same side in a struggle; one who is not an enemy or foe; ally. A supporter or sympathizer. A friend of labor unions. One who supports, sympathizes with, or patronizes a group, cause, or movement. Friends of the clean air movement. More Noun Definitions (3) To add (someone) as a friend on a social networking website. To act as a friend to; befriend. To be a friend of: I am
friends with my neighbor. make (or be) friends with to become (or be) a friend of noun (6)verb (used with object) (2)a person attached to another by feelings of affection or personal regard.Synonyms: confidant, crony, chum, comradea person who gives assistance; patron; supporterfriends of the Boston Symphony.Synonyms: advocate, backera person who is on good terms with
another; a person who is not hostile.Who goes there? Friend or foe?a member of the same nation, party, etc.Synonyms: compatriot, confrere, associate, allyFriend, a member of the Society of Friends; a Quaker.The religious practices of Friends are founded in direct communion with God.a person associated with another as a contact on a social media website.We've never met,
but we're Facebook friends.Rare. to befriend.to add (a person) to one's list of contacts on a social media website.I just friended a couple of guys in my class.a person known well to another and regarded with liking, affection, and loyalty; an intimatean acquaintance or associatean ally in a fight or cause; supportera fellow member of a party, society, etca patron or supporterto be
friendly (with)to become friendly (with)“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012(tr) an archaic word for befriend“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co.
Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012a member of the Religious Society of Friends; Quaker“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012mountaineering a device
consisting of a shaft with double-headed spring-loaded cams that can be wedged in a crack to provide an anchor point“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012friendship nounfriendless adjectivefriendlessness
nounnonfriend nounOrigin of friend1First recorded before 900; Middle English friend, frend, Old English freond “friend, lover, relative” (cognate with Old Saxon friund, Old High German friunt ( German Freund ), Gothic frijonds ), originally the present participle of freogan, cognate with Gothic frijon “to love”Origin of friend10ld English freond ; related to Old Saxon friund , Old
Norse freendi , Gothic frijonds , Old High German friuntExamples have not been reviewed.Friends of Animals, another animal welfare group, filed suit in Oregon.Friends previously travelled to the town to help with the search and raise awareness that he was missing.Friends have set up a fundraising campaign to raise money to repatriate her remains to Chile, so she can be
buried next to her father.Messy women are a week-to-week affair; Phoebe, Monica and Rachel have all been a mess at one point or another on “Friends.”Friends and colleagues of a scientist killed on a street in Dundee at the weekend have spoken of their shock and heartbreak.Spelling tips for friendThe word friend is hard to spell for two reasons. First, it sounds like [ frend ],
making it easy to miss the i. Second, even if you know there is an i, it can be difficult to remember the order of the i and the e.How to spell friend: To remember that friend has an i in it, think of the phrase "I see my friends on Friday." Both friend and Friday begin fri-. If you remember that friend has an i in it, but just can't remember where it goes, keep in mind the classic
mnemonic device "I before E, except after C."Definitions and idiom definitions from Dictionary.com Unabridged, based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2023Idioms from The American Heritage® Idioms Dictionary copyright © 2002, 2001, 1995 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Publishing Company.Friedrichshafenfriend at courtBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppdgqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day!© 2025 Dictionary.com, LLC nounldioms jump to other results a person you know well and like, and who is not usually a member of your familyThis is my friend
Tom.Is he a friend of yours?Jane's a friend of the family.She's an old friend (= I have known her a long time).He's one of my best friends.a close/good/dear frienda childhood/family/longtime friendWe've been friends for years.They had a quarrel, but they're friends again now.to become/remain friends as a friend I'm asking you as a friend not to tell anyone.She wanted to share
the news with family and friends.She has a wide circle of friends.I heard about it through a friend of a friend. see also befriend, bosom friend, boyfriend, fair-weather, false friend, four-legged friend, girlfriend, McKenzie friend, penfriend, school friendWordfinderacquaintancebondbuddycompanioncomradefriendmateneighbourplatonicplaymateExtra ExamplesWe met at school
and became lifelong friends.My ideal Saturday night is dinner with friends.We invited friends and neighbours to celebrate with us.I hope we can remain friends.She's gone out to meet friends.I saw her out with a group of friends.Tom is travelling/traveling with some friends from university.Paul and Sue are family friends—I've known them all my life. Why don't you ask your
friends at work to help?If you like our products, tell your friends.We're visiting friends this weekend.He's gone to stay with a friend in London.He has a lot of friends.Does your sister have any single friends?Even his own friends don't believe him.He was last seen leaving a restaurant with a female friend.He asked a few of his male friends what they thought.Can I bring a friend?
She's lost friends because of her brutal honesty.He won't win any friends if he carries on talking like that.Her best friend at school was called Anna.He married his old school friend.I'm inviting only my closest friends to the party.It was so relaxing to be among old friends.My so-called friends were making fun of me because of my clothes.We met each other through a mutual
friend.If you need a friend, just call me.Topics Family and relationshipsalOxford Collocations Dictionaryadjectiveverb + friendprepositionphrasesa circle of friendsa group of friendsa friend of a friend...See full entry a person who supports an organization, a charity, etc., especially by giving or raising money; a person who supports a particular idea, etc.the Friends of St Martin’s
Hospitala friend of democracyTheatre tickets are 10% cheaper for Friends.Topics Social issuesc2 a person who has the same interests and opinions as yourself, and who will help and support youHis eyes were moving from face to face: friend or foe? among friends You're among friends here—you can speak freely.Oxford Collocations Dictionaryadjectiveverb +
friendprepositionphrasesa circle of friendsa group of friendsa friend of a friend...See full entry (often ironic) used to talk about or to somebody that you meet who is not actually a friend I wish our friend at the next table would shut up.My friends, let me introduce myself. (in the UK) used by a member of parliament to refer to another member of parliament or by a lawyer to
refer to another lawyer in a court of lawmy honourable friend, the member for Henley (= in the House of Commons)my noble friend (= in the House of Lords)my learned friend (= in a court of law) a member of the Society of Friends synonym Quaker see also flexible friendWord OriginOld English fréond, of Germanic origin; related to Dutch vriend and German Freund, from an
Indo-European root meaning ‘to love’, shared by free.Idioms used to say that two friends are not having a romantic relationship with each otherThey gradually got to know each other better but they remained just good friends. a friend in need (is a friend indeed) (saying) a friend who gives you help when you need it (is a true friend) have friends in high places to know important
people who can help you'How did he get promoted so quickly?’ ‘Oh, he has friends in high places.’ make friends (with somebody) to become a friend of somebodySimon finds it hard to make friends with other children. a way of describing a dog See friend in the Oxford Advanced American DictionarySee friend in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English
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