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Steptoe Butte State Park is a unique natural landmark located in southeastern Washington, known for its striking beauty and rich history. Thimble-shaped quartzite butte rises dramatically from the surrounding landscape, offering breathtaking panoramic views of the rolling hills and farmlands below. The park attracts outdoor enthusiasts, nature
lovers, and photographers who come to explore its trails, wildlife, and scenic vistas. The scenic drive to the summit of the butte is a major attraction, with stunning views at every turn. Visitors can enjoy a 360-degree view of the Palouse region from the top, taking in the patchwork of fields, forests, and small towns. The park also has several hiking
trails that lead through the butte's grassy slopes, offering opportunities to see wildlife such as deer, coyotes, and birds of prey. Steptoe Butte State Park is also a place of historical significance, named after Colonel Edward Steptoe, who led a U.S. Army expedition against Native American groups in 1858. The park features exhibits on the area's
geology, wildlife, and human history at its interpretive center. Visitors can also learn about the region's cultural heritage by exploring the park's streams and wetlands, home to fish, amphibians, and waterfowl. The park offers a range of activities for visitors, including picnicking, camping, and wildlife watching. There are several picnic areas with
tables and grills, as well as a campground with 25 sites for tents and RVs. Visitors can also explore the park's many trails, making it an ideal destination for hikers of all skill levels. Overall, Steptoe Butte State Park is a must-visit destination for anyone traveling to southeastern Washington. With its stunning views, rich history, and diverse wildlife, the
park offers something for everyone to discover and enjoy. Steptoe Butte State Park is a must-visit destination in Washington, especially during spring and fall when wildflowers are in bloom or the foliage displays vibrant colors. Summer months also offer pleasant weather for hiking, while winters can be challenging due to snow and ice on trails. The
park's unique blend of geology, history, and nature makes it an attractive spot for fans of these interests. Visitors can enjoy panoramic views from the summit, interactive panels about the area's geological features, and a peaceful atmosphere suitable for all ages and groups. For those interested in exploring trails, Steptoe Butte State Park offers
something for everyone, from easy strolls to more challenging hikes. With its designation as a National Natural Landmark, the park is sure to leave visitors in awe of its natural beauty. Despite being closed due to road washouts, the park remains an essential stop for nature lovers and photographers. Its picturesque landscape, with rolling hills of
wheat and vast expanses of farmland and mountains, makes it an ideal location for capturing stunning images. We visited Steptoe Butte State Park in June, just as the harvest season was starting. The colors of the photos were rich green and yellow, creating a beautiful contrast with the rest of the steppe landscape. We came from the north to reach
Walla Walla, and most of the time we were almost alone on the road. The hill itself was very easy to climb and offered an incredible view from the top, as far as the eye could see. If you continue to Walla Walla, you will be rewarded with great wine. The park is located in the middle of the "palouse" region, which is known for its rolling hills. The huge
cone-shaped rock in the park was a stunning sight from the start. We drove up and around until we reached the top, where we found interpretive signs and a restroom. The views were truly awesome, but it was very windy that day, so be sure to dress accordingly. The road leading to the top had many potholes, which made us think it wouldn't be fixed
until spring 2025. However, we brought a jacket because it was very windy and chilly at the top. The rocks at Steptoe Butte are 400 million years old, and you can drive all the way to the top. It's an excellent hike if you try, especially if you're coming from Spokane or Portland. We stopped on our way to Portland and were glad we did. The view from
the top is absolutely gorgeous and far-reaching. It's definitely a place worth visiting, and everyone says it's the number one destination in the Palouse for good reason. The park offers a 360-degree view of the Palouse, making it an ideal spot for photography at any time of day. However, please note that the road is very windy and cold, especially up
top. You'll need to pay $10 for a visitor pass for one day or get the year-round pass for $30. You can purchase the year pass at the supermarket in Colfax. We visited Steptoe Butte State Park again in 2018 and had an excellent time. The views were still beautiful, and it's definitely worth a detour. Be sure to go all the way to the top for the best views.
You'll know you're there when there are no more ascending lanes and there's a vault toilet. There is also a small picnic area at the base of the butte with tables set among apple trees, along with a clean vault toilet that has hand sanitizer. The park is open until May 2022, according to their website, but may be closed after that for several months due
to road repairs and improvements. Be sure to check the official website or call the number on the webpage for updates. Looking forward to visiting butte and hike up to top?Not sure but there's well laid out road going all way to top.When is best time visit this park?I agree with previous respondent, It depends on your interest. Butte and scenery from
top are beautiful anytime. As photographer I like late August and early September before all wheat is harvested. Sunrise and sunset are beautiful from butte but I don't like drive in dark especially going up.The road not very good(just ok) and I would not want to drive it under slick conditions.*Likely sell out: Based on Viator’s booking data and
information from provider from past 30 days, it seems likely this experience will sell out through Viator, a Tripadvisor company. Colfax, Washington (WA), US Steptoe Butte is quartzite island jutting out of silty loess of Palouse hills in Whitman County, WA. The 3,612-ft (1,101 m) butte preserved as Steptoe Butte State Park, publicly owned 150-ac
recreation area located 19 km N of Colfax. Steptoe Butte and nearby Kamiak Butte comprise Steptoe and Kamiak Buttes National Natural Landmark. This 1,144-ac area, designated in 1965, includes land in state and county ownership. Landmarks, Nature - Parks and Playgrounds, Nature - Scenic Links: en.wikipedia.org By: kkeps Welcome to Steptoe
Butte State Park, hidden gem nestled in heart of Eastern Washington. If you're looking to escape hustle and bustle city life and immerse yourself in natural beauty of Washington state, this is perfect destination for you. Steptoe Butte State Park offers breathtaking panoramic views, diverse landscapes, and tranquil atmosphere that will leave you
rejuvenated and inspired.Located in Whitman County, Steptoe Butte State Park renowned for picturesque rolling hills and stunning vistas. As you explore park’s trails, you’ll be surrounded by vibrant agricultural fields of Palouse region, known for fertile soil and rich history. Whether you’re outdoor enthusiast, photography enthusiast, or simply
seeking peaceful escape, Steptoe Butte State Park has something for everyone.Key Takeaways:Steptoe Butte State Park offers breathtaking panoramic views of Eastern Washington’s landscapes.It is hidden gem among Washington state attractions, known for stunning natural beauty.The park provides opportunities for hiking, photography, and
exploring unique geological formations of Palouse region.While park doesn’t have overnight accommodations, nearby cities like Spokane offer plenty lodging options.Other natural landmarks and parks in area, such as Palouse Falls and Iron Horse State Park, are worth exploring during your visit. Essential Information for Visiting Steptoe Butte State
Park Before planning visit to Steptoe Butte State Park, there are few essential details you need to know. - Park is open from 6 a.m. to dusk, providing ample time for outdoor exploration and activities. - Discover Pass required for day visits to park. This pass grants access to park and other state-managed recreation lands in Washington. You can easily
purchase pass online, by phone, or in person, ensuring hassle-free experience. - While exploring park, you’ll find restroom facilities and picnic areas available for your convenience. However, please note that there is no running water at park, so it’s essential to bring own supply of water. - If you’'re planning to bring furry friends along, pets are
allowed in park. However, they must be kept on leash at all times to ensure safety and enjoyment of all visitors. - Steptoe Butte State Park boasts several hiking trails that cater to outdoor enthusiasts, offering opportunities to immerse yourself in scenic beauty of eastern Washington. Lace up your hiking boots and embark on memorable journey
through park’s diverse landscapes. Whether you’'re nature lover, outdoor enthusiast, or photography enthusiast, Steptoe Butte State Park offers unforgettable experience in eastern Washington. With its breathtaking views, hiking trails, and various outdoor activities, this park is must-visit destination for anyone looking to explore natural wonders of
region.Park Highlights and ActivitiesMain highlight of Steptoe Butte State Park undoubtedly breathtaking panoramic views it offers. From top of butte, visitors can enjoy 360-degree vista surrounding farmlands, Blue Mountains, and even into Idaho and Oregon. This makes it popular spot for photographers looking to capture stunning sunset shots or
panoramic landscapes. Park is also great place for hiking and exploring unique geological formations of Palouse region. With tranquil atmosphere and stunning scenery, Steptoe Butte State Park truly nature lover’sSteptoe Butte State Park offers a unique opportunity for visitors to immerse themselves in the natural beauty of Washington's landscapes.
The park's panoramic views are sure to leave you in awe, whether you're a seasoned photographer or simply someone who appreciates nature's splendor. The elevated location provides an unobstructed vista, allowing you to take in the majestic farmland and mountains that stretch as far as the eye can see. For photographers, Steptoe Butte State Park
is a dream come true. The park's elevated position and expansive views make it an ideal location for capturing breathtaking sunset photographs. The changing colors of the sky as the sun dips below the horizon create a stunning backdrop for your shots. In addition to its views, Steptoe Butte State Park also offers several hiking trails that allow visitors
to explore the unique geological formations of the Palouse region. The trails wind through rolling hills, showcasing the area's distinct topography and giving hikers a chance to connect with nature. From easy walks to more challenging hikes, there are options for all skill levels. Whether you're looking to take in the panoramic views, capture
breathtaking sunset photographs, or explore the geological wonders of the Palouse region, Steptoe Butte State Park is an experience not to be missed. Its natural beauty and peaceful atmosphere make it a must-visit destination for nature enthusiasts and adventure seekers alike. Accommodations and Exploring the Area While Steptoe Butte State Park
does not offer overnight accommodations, there are several nearby towns and cities where visitors can find lodging options. Spokane, located just a short drive away, is a popular destination for day trips and offers a wide range of accommodations, restaurants, and attractions. In addition to exploring the park itself, visitors can also take the
opportunity to visit other natural landmarks in Washington state, such as Palouse Falls and the Columbia Plateau Trail. With its proximity to these attractions, Steptoe Butte State Park serves as an excellent base for further exploration of the area. When visiting Steptoe Butte State Park, it's worth considering taking a day trip to Spokane. This vibrant
city has an array of accommodations to suit every budget, ranging from luxurious hotels to cozy bed and breakfasts. After a day of exploring the park and taking in the stunning views, you can unwind in Spokane's diverse culinary scene, offering everything from international cuisine to local specialties. In addition to Spokane, there are other natural
landmarks in Washington state that are worth exploring. Palouse Falls, often referred to as the "Gem of the Palouse," is a breathtaking waterfall located just a short drive from Steptoe Butte State Park. Its powerful cascades and dramatic cliffs make it a photographer's paradise. Looking forward to visitin Steptoe Butte State Park and immersing
myself in its breathtakin natural beauty and rich history, while takin in the stunning views from the best viewpoints in Eastern Washington.
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