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Getting ready for the ACT exam goes beyond just reviewing trigonometry and grammar rules. Doing well on the ACT requires pacing and stamina so you can keep up your focus over hours of testing. So just how long is the ACT test? And how many questions do you have to answer per minute? Learn the ins and outs of ACT timing so you know how to
maximize your time on the ACT. ACT Test Length The ACT is 2 hours and 55 minutes long (or 175 minutes), but 3 hours and 35 minutes long (215 minutes) if you take the ACT Plus Writing. Each section is given in one chunk and takes between thirty and sixty minutes. Subject Area Total Questions Time (in minutes) English 75 45 Math 60 60
Reading 40 35 Science 40 35 Writing (Optional) 1 essay 40 You will receive just one 10-minute break after the Math section and a 5-minute break after the multiple-choice sections if you are taking the ACT Plus Writing. Definitely use that time to stretch, drink some water, and have a snack, since you will be testing for over an hour before and after
the break. Time Pressure on the ACT Despite the fact that the ACT is almost three hours long (or three and a half hours if you take the ACT Plus Writing), the time pressure can be intense. This table illustrates about how much time you have to spend on each question on the ACT. Of course, in practice, your pacing will vary depending on question type
and difficulty. But this gives you an idea of just how much you need to accomplish during each minute of the ACT. Subject Area Approximate Time Per Question English 36 seconds Math 1 minute Reading 52 seconds Science 52 seconds The ACT’s sections are given in single chunks. This means that developing your stamina and focus will be key to
doing well on the ACT. You could be the best mathematician in the world, but that won’t mean anything on the ACT unless you can work quickly and keep your energy up for a full hour of math problems. Preparing for Each Section Let's talk about how to hone your time management skills on each of the four sections. English The English subject area
will feel the fastest since you have to answer 75 questions in just 45 minutes. Especially if this is a challenging subject for you, take time to practice not only the content but the pacing of this section. To improve your speed, start by giving yourself unlimited time on practice English sections. Then narrow that time to 60 minutes. Finally decrease that
to 45 minutes. This will help you build accuracy and speed as well as get comfortable with the ACT’s format. Math The ACT math section has 60 questions in 60 minutes. This is nice because it will be easy to keep track of pacing - try to average one question per minute. Similar to the English section, if that speed is difficult for you, start by giving
yourself unlimited time to get used to the type of Math questions the ACT asks, then decrease that to 75 minutes, and finally 60. The goal is to increase speed without sacrificing accuracy. Reading and Science Although they test very different subject areas, the ACT’s Reading and Science sections are formatted very similarly. Both sections deal with
breaking down information - whether that is a chart, research report or a longer passage. As you study, develop a system. Will you skim the passage or chart first and then read the questions, or will you read the questions first and then look at the information? Both systems can work equally well, so try both and figure out which one works best for
you. Once you choose your system, practice so you can execute it smoothly. The goal is to be able to very quickly break down passages and data without going so fast that you make mistakes. Dealing With Fatigue The best way to prepare for the ACT’s intense pacing, and to increase your test-taking stamina, is to take full, strictly-timed practice tests.
If you can, take these on Saturday mornings, so you can prepare for your energy level during that time of day. Taking practice tests will help you get used to the ACT’s format and pacing, especially in the English section where you have about 36 seconds per question. When you are taking practice tests, simulate actual test conditions as much as
possible. Bubble in your answers to account for the slight bit of time that will take. Finally, if you are taking the ACT Plus Writing, practice writing your essay after you do all of the multiple-choice sections. Yes, it’s definitely tough to write an essay after nearly three hours of multiple choice, but that's what you will have to do on test day. Practicing
beforehand will give you the best chance of focusing and overcoming fatigue on the day of the ACT. Mark your calendar - Saturdays are for practice tests! Test Day Tips to Deal With ACT Length The day of the test, you'll have woken up early that morning (possibly after being nervous and not sleeping well). You'll be two hours into the test, and you
might feel an energy crash. What do you do? Here are quick tips: Eat a nutritious breakfast that isn't too greasy or sweet. Complex carbohydrates can give you lasting energy. Always take advantage of breaks. Use the restroom even if you don't fully feel like you need to, since you don't want to have to use the bathroom in the middle of the test. Bring
a snack and water so you can replenish your energy and thirst without wandering through the school halls. What’s Next? Looking for ACT practice tests? We've compiled links to free, official ACT practice tests. Now that you are prepared for the ACT’s pacing, get other advice for doing your best on test day. Read our test day tips so you can be both
mentally and physically prepared for the ACT. Where is the best place to take the ACT? Read our guide to find the best testing location near you. What's a good ACT score? Read our guide to figure out the ACT target score you should be aiming for. Want to improve your ACT score by 4+ points? Download our free guide to the top 5 strategies you
need in your prep to improve your ACT score dramatically. Danny Lipford and Allen Lyle building a wood fence.We’re building a wood privacy fence, along with a lattice screen and stone fire pit, to enhance the backyard of Chelsea Lipford’s first home.Wood Privacy FenceBefore building a fence, make sure the fence is located on your property and
check your local building codes and neighborhood covenants for any restrictions or requirements. Call 811 to have the utility companies come out to mark any utility lines on your property before digging.Start by pulling a string along the fence line to make sure the fence is straight, and mark the location of the fence posts on the ground at 8’
intervals.Setting fence posts.Use a post hole digger or motorized auger to dig 2’ deep holes for the pressure treated 4”x4” fence posts. For a long lasting fence, ,make sure the posts are rated for ground contact.Pull a string at the top of the posts as a guide to make sure the posts are the right height, then use a level to plumb the posts. Fill the holes
around the posts with fast-setting Quikrete concrete mix, and add water to set the concrete.Install horizontal 2”x4” rails at the bottom, middle, and top of the posts to support the fence boards. Stagger the joints in the rails to improve the strength of the fence. Always be sure to use hot dipped galvanized or stainless steel nails, screws, and other
fasteners when working with pressure treated wood.Use a string to align the top of the fence boards. If the treated lumber is still wet with preservative, butt the boards tight together, since the wood will shrink when it dries. If the wood has been dried after treatment, use a nail or thin spacer between each board to keep the boards from buckling
when the wood expands.Completed pressure treated wood privacy fence.To find out more about building a fence, check out:Lattice Air Conditioner ScreenA trellis was constructed from pressure treated lattice to hide the central air conditioner unit from view, with 2"x2” grooved wood channel used as a frame around it.Completed lattice trellis screen
hiding air conditioner unit.Attach the lattice between 4 x4 posts with 2x4 boards screwed to each side of the posts at the top. Climbing Carolina jasmine vines were planted next to the lattice.To find out more, watch our video on Adding Lattice Around a Deck.Building a Fire PitStone fire pits make a great gathering place in your yard for outdoor
entertaining. RumbleStone Round Fire Pit kits from Pavestone include a metal bowl, fire screen, and the stones necessary to complete the project.Completed Pavestone fire pit.When installing a fire pit, use a flat shovel to remove the grass and level the ground. Next, position the bottom layer of stones using the fire screen in the middle as a guide.
Apply construction adhesive between each layer of stones to hold them in place.To find out more, watch our video on How to Build a Backyard Fire Pit.Other Tips from This EpisodeSimple Solutions with Joe Truini: Tip for Ripping on a Circular SawA quick and easy way to rip strips of plywood using a circular saw is to clamp locking pliers to the metal
base or shoe of the saw the distance desired from the blade. For narrow cuts clamp the pliers on the blade side of the saw. For wider cuts clamp the pliers on the motor side of the saw. (Watch Video)Best New Products with Jodi Marks: Veranda Slide Lock Fence BracketsVeranda Slide Lock vinyl fence brackets install 50% faster with no exposed
fasteners. Simply screw the brackets to the fence posts, insert the matching brackets in the fence panels, and slide the section of fencing on the posts. Veranda Slide Lock brackets are available at The Home Depot. (Watch Video)Ask Danny Lipford: Preventing Pressure Washer DamageTo keep from damaging soft wood surfaces when cleaning with a
pressure washer, use a machine rated at 3,000 Pounds per Square Inch (PSI) of water pressure or less, use a wide pattern wand top (40° angle tip), and keep a consistent 12” to 16” distance away from the surface with the wand. (Watch Video)
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