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Statement	of	purpose	for	masters

A	personal	statement	for	masters	program	is	one	of	the	most	important	parts	of	your	college	application	and	writing	a	good	one	is	what’s	the	exception	between	receiving	an	offer	and	being	rejected.	If	you’ve	been	tasked	with	presenting	a	personal	statement,	you	should	keep	in	mind	that	whatever	you	submit	must	put	you	forward	as	the	right
candidate	for	the	course.	Additionally,	it	should	convince	the	admissions	officers	that	you	deserve	a	place	on	your	program	of	study.	Achieving	the	above,	is	a	skill	most	postgraduate	students	are	yet	to	acquire	but	thankfully	this	article	on	How	To	Write	A	Personal	Statement	For	Masters	covers	everything	you	need	to	know	on	doing	this.	In	this	article
you’ll	learn:	What	is	a	personal	statement?	Tips	for	making	your	personal	statement	for	masters	stand	out	How	to	write	a	personal	statement	for	masters	Personal	statement	for	masters	sample	Examples	of	personal	statement	for	masters	Conclusion	–	things	to	avoid	when	writing	a	personal	statement	for	masters	Read:	Admission	Interview	Tips.		
What	Is	a	Personal	Statement?	A	personal	statement	AKA	admissions	or	application	essay	or	statement	of	purpose	is	a	type	of	essay	or	written	statement	a	candidate	presents	to	a	college,	university,	or	graduate	school	they	are	applying	to,	explaining	why	they	want	to	attend	that	school,	study	a	particular	course,	and	why	they	would	be	a	perfect	fit
for	these	things.	A	personal	statement	for	masters	is	an	essay	you	submit	specifically	for	your	postgraduate	application.	Writing	one	presents	the	opportunity	for	you	to	promote	yourself	to	a	school	and	show	the	admissions	teachers	that	you	are	the	perfect	candidate	for	a	course.	Tips	For	Making	Your	Personal	Statement	For	Masters	Stand	Out
Before	we	get	into	how	you	should	write	a	statement	of	purpose	for	masters,	we	would	first	like	to	share	with	you	certain	tips	to	include	in	your	essay	to	make	it	stand	out	from	that	of	other	applicants	and	be	convincing	enough	to	any	admissions	officer	that	reads	it.	The	tips	we	have	mentioned	here,	cover	general	things	like	starting	and	ending	your
personal	statement,	timing,	length,	and	what	to	include	and	what	not	to	include	in	the	essay,	etc.	1.	Starting	And	Ending	A	Personal	Statement	When	starting	a	personal	statement,	you	would	want	to	right	off	the	bat	grab	the	reader’s	attention.	To	do	this,	start	the	statement	by	writing	about	your	degree	of	choice,	next	why	you	want	to	study	it	and
then	how	you	got	interested	in	it.	The	next	2	sentences	after	that	should	cover	a	summary	of	your	background	in	the	chosen	field,	and	you	conclude	by	saying	what	you	plan	to	do	once	you	acquire	your	graduate	degree.	Also	start	with	that	the	evaluators	reading	want	to	hear	first,	then	every	other	information	should	come	second.	You	will	notice
we’ve	used	in	the	sop	examples	for	masters	we	will	share	with	you	later	in	this	article.	2.	Plan	Ahead	A	personal	statement	is	not	something	you	rush	while	writing,	which	means	if	you	want	to	get	something	good	before	you	application	then	you	must	start	to	decide	things	like	the	length	and	how	long	it	should	take	to	complete.	Let	us	throw	more	light
on	this…	For	length,	a	personal	statement	should	be	brief	ranging	somewhere	between	500	-700	words,	although	schools	often	detect	how	long	it	should	be.	So,	this	is	dependent	on	the	institution	you	are	applying	to.	In	terms	of	what	to	say	in	a	statement,	you	could	include	personal	experiences	like	why	you	were	driven	to	apply	for	the	program,	an
experience	you	had	with	a	scholar	in	your	chosen	discipline,	a	course	you	took	that	inspired	you	to	pursue	masters,	or	a	key	moment	during	your	studies	which	further	motivated	you.	No	matter	what	you	decide	to	write,	just	keep	in	mind	that	you	need	to	take	your	time	to	craft	something	good	even	if	it	means	creating	several	drafts	before	the	real
thing	and	do	not	forget	to	proofread	the	statement	for	errors.	3.	Research	Your	Program	Of	Study	Researching	your	program	of	study	is	one	way	to	establish	that	you	truly	understand	the	discipline	you’re	getting	into	and	prove	to	the	admissions	officer	that	you	thoroughly	thought	about	it	before	applying.	And	because	you	want	to	put	yourself
forward	as	a	serious	candidate,	one	way	to	make	you	research	easier	is	for	you	to	visit	the	website	of	the	department	you	are	applying	to.	This	page	will	contain	information	about	faculty	members,	their	specialisation,	and	publications.	From	the	intel,	you	gathered	there	you	can	now	identify	which	professors	match	your	interests	and	which	ones	you
will	benefit	the	most	from	learning	under.	After	you’ve	found	this	out,	relate	the	same	in	a	sentence	or	two	in	your	statement	of	purpose	for	masters.	Example:	“I	would	be	honoured	to	study	under	the	tutelage	of	Professor	Nadia	whose	work	I	found	resonated	strongly	with	my	beliefs	and	intended	projects	in	this	course”.	4.	Avoid	Clichés,	Junks,	And
Many	Details	When	writing	a	statement	of	purpose	for	master	degree	try	to	avoid	clichés,	junks,	and	unnecessary	details	so	that	you	don’t	lose	or	bore	your	readers	in	between.	Be	as	concise	as	possible,	even	if	it’s	your	chance	to	express	yourself.	A	personal	statement	is	an	opportunity	for	the	admissions	committee	to	get	information	that	tells	the
that	you	are	suitable	for	the	course.	So,	when	you	overpower	your	statement	with	too	many	words,	stories,	and	useless	details,	you	come	off	as	someone	who	is	just	trying	to	meet	the	word	count.	5.	Include	Your	Personal	History	Only	If	It	Adds	To	The	Statement	Do	not	include	your	personal	history	in	your	statement	of	intent	for	masters	if	it	is	not
relevant	to	your	purpose	of	study.	This	means	no	need	for	you	to	tell	that	story	about	that	time	you	helped	someone	treat	a	cut	and	immediately	realised	that	you	wanted	to	be	a	doctor	or	nurse	or	how	you	developed	a	taste	for	reading	at	a	very	young	age.	We	can	guarantee	you	that	the	hundreds	of	other	applications	competing	for	the	same	spot	you
are	felt	the	same	way,	so	saying	those	things	really	doesn’t	make	you	unique.	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	are	going	to	add	personal	history	to	your	statement,	you	can	put	in	things	like	an	internship	you	did	and	the	experience	you	got	from	the	job,	a	major	research	project	you	ran	by	yourself,	publications	you’ve	read	or	published,	conferences	you’ve
attended	or	presentations	you’ve	done.	These	experiences	are	more	concrete	and	are	directly	related	to	your	program	of	study.	They	also	set	you	apart	from	other	applicants.	6.	Don't	Use	The	Same	Personal	Statement	For	All	Your	Applications	One	common	mistake	applicant	make	that	you	shouldn’t	is	using	the	same	statement	of	purpose	for	master
degree	for	all	your	applications.	Using	the	same	information	repeatedly	even	if	you	are	going	to	change	the	university	names	is	risky	and	could	land	you	in	a	big	mistake	on	a	day	you	forget	to	be	thorough.	All	programmes	have	their	own	unique	set	of	questions	they	want	to	see	answered	and	information	they	need	in	your	personal	statement.	And
even	if	some	of	them	like	extracurricular	activities,	proposal	for	project,	why	you	are	applying	to	the	school,	your	unique	qualities,	and	research	works	you’re	doing	might	appear	the	same,	do	not	use	one	statement	to	respond	to	all	of	them.	Write	a	new	unique	personal	statement	every	time	you	want	to	apply.	Check	out:	How	to	Write	a	Good	CV	for
Students	-	Resume	Examples	for	Students	(PDF).	How	To	Write	A	Personal	Statement	for	Masters	When	writing	a	personal	statement	for	masters	there	are	several	steps	and	ground	rules	you	need	to	follow	to	ensure	that	it	comes	out	good	enough	to	impress	the	admissions	team	of	a	school,	and	ultimately	convince	them	to	give	you	a	spot	on	your
program	of	study.	If	writing	one	is	something	you	are	currently	struggling	with	and	can’t	seem	to	get	down	the	process	of	it	right	no	matter	what,	this	section	on	how	to	write	a	personal	statement	for	masters,	discusses	in	detail	everything	you	need	to	get	help	with	yours.	There	are	4	parts	to	consider	when	writing	your	personal	statement	and	we
have	listed	them	below:	1.	Planning	A	Personal	Statement	A	personal	statement	is	a	piece	of	writing	showing	your	academic	interests	and	is	only	for	application	purposes	which	means	there	is	no	room	for	any	autobiographical	information	in	it	about	your	personal	life.	Be	as	to-the-point	as	possible	when	writing	it	and	stick	to	telling	the	school	why	you
are	the	right	person	for	the	course,	plus	any	other	extra	information	detailing	your	achievements.	Before	You	Start:	Allot	plenty	of	time	to	write	your	msc	personal	statement	so	that	you	don’t	rush	it.	Remember,	this	simple	piece	of	writing	is	your	one	shot	at	convincing	a	school	that	you	are	the	best	applicant	they’ve	seen	and	as	such	can	either	make
or	break	your	application.	Read	the	information	expected	of	you	from	the	university,	rules	and	guidelines	given,	selection	criteria	and	understand	what	they	mean.	Also	research	the	institution.	Do	a	thorough	research	on	the	course	you	are	applying	for;	this	will	help	you	explain	better	why	you	want	to	study	it.	The	tutors	interviewing	you	can	tell	when
you	are	lying	and	presenting	yourself	as	uninformed	can	cost	you	the	admission.	Ensure	that	you	don’t	use	the	same	personal	statement	for	all	your	applications.	When	Writing:	When	writing	the	statement	there	are	some	questions	to	ask	yourself	that	can	help	you	plan	it	better.	Those	questions	are:	Why	you	want	to	study	a	master’s	and	how	does	it
benefit	you	in	future?	How	does	the	course	you	have	chosen	fit	into	your	pre-existing	skill	set?	How	do	you	stand	out	from	the	crowd	as	an	applicant	-	e.g.,	work	experiences	you’ve	had	in	the	same	field	you	are	applying	for?	What	do	you	aspire	to	do	or	be	as	a	future	career	and	how	will	the	course	help	you	achieve	that?	How	can	your	work	or	skillsets
contribute	positively	to	the	department/	university	you	are	applying	to,	or	society	at	large?	On	the	other	hand,	if	you	are	applying	for	the	masters	to	change	from	the	field	you	studied	in	your	undergraduate	to	another	field,	you	should	tell	the	school	why	you	decided	to	take	a	different	path	in	your	studies.	Questions	to	ask	yourself	for	this	include:	Your
reason	for	deciding	to	change	your	discipline.	How	your	undergraduate	degree	will	be	material	for	bringing	fresh	insights	into	your	masters	course.	How	changing	your	study	path	will	help	you	attain	your	future	career.	2.	Structuring	A	Personal	Statement	Having	good	structure	for	your	personal	statement	for	master	degree	is	important	because	it
ensures	that	everything	from	the	beginning,	middle,	and	ending	of	the	statement	is	written	and	equally	falls	in	place	perfectly.	We’ve	left	some	tips	for	you	below	to	help	you:	Beginning:	Start	your	personal	statement	with	an	attention-grabbing	introduction	that	is	not	dramatic	or	cliché.	That	means	you	should	not	begin	with	any	of	these	over-used
phrases	we’ve	listed	out	below:	For	as	long	as	I	remember…	Since	my	childhood…	I	want	to	apply	to	this	course	because	I’ve	always	felt	a	strong	connection	to	it…	All	my	life,	I	have	always	loved…	My	interest	in	(course)	always	ran	deeper	than…	I’ve	always	been	zealous	about…	Ever	since	I	was	a	child,	I’ve	always	wanted	to	pursue	a	career	in…	My
past	educational	experiences	have	always…	Example:	'My	passion	for	Child	Psychology	is	influenced	by	my	curiosity	in	how	autism	affects	the	personality	of	children	living	with	this	condition.	That's	why	I	dedicated	the	3rd	year	of	my	undergraduate	study	interning	with	the	Child	Rehabilitation	Centre	in	my	community,	which	caters	to	the	patients
and	work	closely	with	their	families	in	developing	care	plans	that	work	for	their	child.	You	would	want	to	be	as	snappy	as	possible	with	your	opening	because	the	admission	officer	has	over	a	hundred	applications	to	read	and	can’t	waste	all	their	time	on	yours.	This	means	you	should	avoid	overpowering	it	with	unnecessary	facts,	quotes,	and	stories
from	your	life.	Middle:	The	middle	part	of	your	ma	personal	statement	is	where	the	main	content	of	the	write-up	should	be.	This	is	where	you	show	your	dedication	to	the	course	you’ve	chosen,	what	motivated	you	to	choose	it,	and	why	you	are	the	right	candidate	for	it.	When	writing	the	middle	part	of	a	graduate	personal	statement,	you	should:			Give
concrete	reasons	why	you	want	to	study	a	course	at	the	University.	The	reason	could	be	because	of	how	the	course	is	aligned	to	your	future	career	or	the	University’s	reputation	in	teaching	that	program.	Mention	relevant	things	like	projects,	dissertations,	or	essays	you’ve	done,	and	any	work	experience	you	have.	Show	proof	of	your	core	skills	like
and	how	they	can	contribute	to	the	department.	Prove	what	makes	you	a	unique	candidate.	Discuss	who	your	main	influences	for	wanting	to	study	the	course	are	and	why.	Add	experiences	like	memberships	to	clubs	that	are	related	to	your	field,	papers	you’ve	written	before,	awards,	scholarships,	or	prizes.	Draw	focus	to	how	the	course	links	to	your
past	and	future.	Mention	your	academic	and	non-academic	skills	and	how	they	fit	the	course.	For	Formatting:	Keep	the	statement	length	between	250	-500	words	or	as	directed	by	the	school.	Sentences	should	be	no	more	than	25-30	words.	Use	headings	to	break	up	the	content	–	Why	this	university?	Why	this	subject?	Etc.	Make	claims	and	provide
evidence	to	back	each	of	them	up.	This	can	be	done	by	discussing	your	work	experience	and	academic	interests.	Language	and	tone	to	use:						The	tone	for	your	masters	application	personal	statement	should	be	positive	and	enthusiastic,	to	show	you	eagerness	to	learn	and	so	that	you	convince	the	evaluators	that	you	have	what	it	takes	to	succeed.
Use	exciting	and	refreshing	language,	and	an	engaging	opening	line.	Ensure	you	grammar,	punctuations,	and	spellings	are	accurate.	Avoid	exaggerated	claims	you	cannot	backup.	Don’t	use	cliché	generic	terms	and	keep	your	focus	on	the	course.	Ending:	Keep	the	ending	of	your	essay	for	master	degree	application	concise	and	memorable,	leaving	no
doubt	in	the	admission	officers	mind	that	you	deserve	a	spot	on	the	program.	To	create	the	best	ending	summarise	all	your	key	points	without	dragging	it	our	or	repeating	yourself.	The	ending	should	be	simple,	end	on	a	positive	note	and	make	it	clear	that	the	school	will	be	lucky	to	have	you	on	their	program.	Personal	Statement	for	Masters	Sample	In
this	section,	we	have	left	a	masters	personal	statement	example	for	you,	which	you	can	use	as	material	to	write	yours	for	any	course	of	study	you	are	applying	to	a	school	for.	My	passion	for	Filmmaking,	was	influenced	by	my	growing	up	reading	novels	and	plays	by	my	idols	William	Shakespeare,	Tennessee	Williams,	and	Maya	Angelou,	which
graciously	provided	me	with	the	opportunity	to	not	just	hear	good	stories,	but	also	appreciate	great	storytellers	whose	plays	still	shake	the	foundations	of	the	film	industry.	Growing	up,	I	loved	movies	and	found	myself	fascinated	by	the	stories,	the	characters	and	most	importantly	the	realization	that	the	human	mind	could	create	something	so
beautiful	and	gripping.	I	studied	each	film	like	a	guide	and	whenever	they	ended,	I	would	act	out	the	scenes	on	my	own,	putting	on	a	one-woman	show	for	myself	whenever	I	was	alone	at	home.	These	things	would	later	form	the	basis	of	me	writing	my	first	published	book	which	was	a	drama	titled	The	Reward	of	Evil	Deed.	To	me,	loving	literature	and
chasing	it	down	all	these	years	was	something	that	made	me	different,	but	I	also	enjoyed	it	because	films	are	more	than	something	I	just	wanted	to	watch	and	forget,	it	is	something	that	I	wanted	to	be	a	part	of.	I	didn’t	just	want	to	appreciate	great	films,	I	wanted	to	make	them.	During	my	bachelor’s	degree	in	India,	I	had	the	privilege	of	taking
Literature	classes	stemming	from	British,	American,	and	Indian	literature	to	broaden	my	mind.	I	was	also	opportune	to	read	great	authors	like	John	Donne,	John	Milton,	Emily	Dickinson,	Charles	Dickens,	Mark	Twain,	Anton	Chekov,	Virginia	Woolf,	and	of	course	Margret	Atwood	who	I	follow	closely	on	Instagram.	Three	years	later	not	only	did	I
graduate	as	one	of	the	best	students	in	the	school,	but	I	did	so	with	a	first-hand	knowledge	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	passionate	storyteller	whose	art	transcends	time,	language	barrier,	and	location.	In	addition	to	devouring	Literature	and	watching	satirical	films	like	it’s	the	news,	I	am	also	an	avid	reader	and	prolific	writer	who	throws	herself	into
whatever	she	sets	her	heart	on.	I	am	the	proud	author	of	Forgetting	Bangalore	which	is	a	personal	memoir	about	my	three	years	of	studying	in	India,	read	amongst	my	closest	friends	who	I	shared	those	times	with.	In	school,	I	also	wrote	the	script	for	a	short	film	for	the	class	Psychology	assignment	titled	The	Ordeal	which	I	uploaded	to	my	YouTube
page	and	uploaded	to	my	application	form.	Apart	from	writing	for	myself,	I	also	function	as	a	content	creator/marketer	for	companies	I	have	worked	for	in	the	past	and	is	still	working	for	now.	I	play	the	Bass	guitar	well	and	occasionally	dabble	in	Lead	guitar.	For	far	too	long,	I	have	aspired	to	be,	but	now	I	want	to	become	a	filmmaker	and	I	strongly
believe	that	through	your	institution	that	I	would	be	able	to	learn	and	master	all	the	aspects	associated	with	filmmaking.	I	hope	to	attend	Central	Film	School	next	year,	enrolling	in	MA	Practical	Filmmaking	under	the	tutelage	of	the	amazing	Faculty	members.	Although	I	don’t	have	the	professional	skills	or	much	of	a	background	in	filmmaking,	I	am
passionate	and	have	a	zeal	burning	strongly	that	it	will	set	the	film	industry	on	fire.	I	am	a	good	storyteller,	I	am	brilliant,	resilient,	and	determined	to	succeed,	and	when	I	want	something,	I	push	until	I	get	it,	I	am	also	a	fast	learner.	I	strongly	believe	that	these	attributes	are	what	will	help	me	successfully	complete	this	master’s	program.	Personal
Statement	PDF	You	can	also	download	this	statement	of	purpose	sample	for	masters	degree	pdf	here	and	take	your	time	to	read	it	later	–	Personal	Statement	For	Masters	Sample.	See	Also:	Student	CV	Template.	Examples	of	Personal	Statement	for	Masters	We	have	taken	the	time	to	source	for	some	of	the	best	postgraduate	personal	statement
examples,	which	you	can	use	in	addition	to	the	personal	statement	for	masters	program	example	as	a	template	to	write	yours.	While	you	scroll	through	our	list,	you	will	find	the	perfect	masters	essay	example	for	any	field	you	wish	to	apply	for,	from	business	administration,	to	Psychology,	to	information	technology,	and	lots	more.	1.	msw	personal
statement	We	have	found	one	of	the	best	msw	personal	statement	examples	out	there	for	you.	social	work	masters	personal	statement.			2.	personal	statement	for	masters	in	public	health	mph	personal	statement	examples	3.	personal	statement	for	masters	in	management	personal	statement	for	master	degree	sample	for	masters	in	management.		
4.	personal	statement	for	masters	in	education	example	personal	statement	for	masters	in	education	example	5.	psychology	masters	personal	statement	psychology	masters	personal	statement	example	6.	sample	personal	statement	for	masters	in	data	science	data	science	masters	personal	statement	7.	speech	and	language	therapy	personal
statement	statement	of	purpose	for	masters	sample:	speech	and	language	therapy	8.	business	administration	personal	statement	personal	statement	for	masters	in	business	administration	9.	personal	statement	for	masters	in	cyber	security	pdf	masters	degree	personal	statement	examples	for	cyber	security	10.	personal	statement	for	masters	in
finance	msc	finance	personal	statement	examples	11.	statement	of	purpose	for	masters	in	information	technology	pdf	msc	personal	statement	examples	for	information	technology	12.	international	development	personal	statement	statement	of	purpose	for	masters	example	13.	msc	international	business	management	personal	statement	international
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administration	Conclusion	–	Things	to	Avoid	When	Writing	A	Personal	Statement	For	Masters	When	writing	a	personal	statement	for	university	masters,	there	are	some	things	you	should	avoid,	so	that	you	don’t	ruin	your	essay.	We	have	listed	out	those	things	below:	•				Avoid	negativity.	•				Following	an	online	template	blindly.	•				Do	not	include
unnecessary	course	modules,	personal	facts,	or	extra-curricular	activities	in	your	personal	statement.	•				Do	not	lie	or	exaggerate	an	achievement	or	event.	•				Do	not	include	inspirational	quotes	to	your	statement.	•				Avoid	using	clichés,	gimmicks,	humour,	over-used	word	such	as	'passion'	or	‘driven’.	•				Do	not	make	pleading	statements.	•				Avoid
mentioning	key	authors	or	professors	in	your	field	without	any	explanation.	•				Avoid	using	sentences	that	are	too	long.	•				Avoid	flattering	the	organisation	or	using	patronising	terms.	•				Do	not	repeat	information	in	your	statement	that	you	have	already	listed	in	your	application.	•				Avoid	waffling	i.e.,	writing	at	length.	•				Don’t	start	writing	your
personal	statement	at	the	last	minute.			Related	Articles:	How	to	Write	a	Good	Letter	of	Recommendation	for	Students	(10	PDF	Sample	Examples).	How	to	Write	a	Good	Financial	Aid	Appeal	Letter	(13	PDF	Sample	Examples).	How	to	Write	a	Good	Personal	Statement	for	a	Scholarship	(	7	PDF	Sample	Examples).	How	To	Write	A	Good	Motivation
Letter	For	Scholarship	(4	PDF	Sample	Examples).	How	To	Write	A	Letter	Of	Intent	For	Scholarship	(4	PDF	Sample	LOI	Example).	Are	you	applying	to	your	top	business	schools,	but	continuing	to	stare	at	a	blinking	cursor	instead	of	writing	your	statement	of	purpose?	Crafting	a	personal	statement	that	conveys	your	experiences,	professional	goals,
career	goals,	and	what	sets	you	apart	can	feel	daunting.	It	is	difficult	to	retract	our	focus	and	take	an	objective	look	at	our	goals,	accomplishments,	and	qualities	—	much	less	write	them	out	in	one	place.		A	statement	of	purpose	example	tells	the	admissions	committee	who	you	are,	what	you	want	to	do,	how	their	program	will	help	you	do	that,	your
professional	goals,	and	why	you	are	a	good	candidate.	Your	statement	of	purpose	is	your	opportunity	to	showcase	the	skills,	experiences,	and	qualities	you	have	that	show	the	admissions	committee	that	you	are	a	perfect	fit	for	their	program.	Admissions	officers	need	to	see	how	you	align	with	their	program,	so	crafting	a	strong	statement	of	purpose	is
crucial	to	securing	your	admission	or	the	funding	you	need.	When	drafting	your	statement	of	purpose,	ask	your	mentors	to	identify	and	explain	qualities	in	you	that	stand	out.	Think	of	all	relevant	experiences	—	even	internships	—	that	make	you	a	more	qualified	candidate	for	the	program	you	are	applying	for.	Your	statement	of	purpose	should
communicate	your	career	plans	and	convince	faculty	members	that	they	should	accept	you	into	their	program.	Self-reflection	is	a	significant	part	of	crafting	your	statement	of	purpose.	Self-reflection	allows	you	to	objectively	look	at	your	life	and	career	experiences	to	define	your	goals	and	aspirations	and	identify	your	unique	selling	points.	The	process
of	self-reflection	helps	you	gain	clarity	about	what	you	want	to	achieve	and	the	steps	you	need	to	take	to	get	there.	This	self-awareness	will	show	through	in	your	writing	and	help	you	become	more	confident	in	yourself	and	your	career	choices.	Reflect	on	any	accomplishments	from	high	school,	extracurricular	activities,	and	coursework.	Reference
your	academic	background	and	how	it	relates	to	your	field	of	study	or	the	specific	school	you	are	applying	to.		Highlight	the	aspects	that	enable	you	to	identify	your	strengths	and	opportunities	for	progress,	which	will	assist	you	in	writing	a	statement	that	emphasizes	your	best	qualities	and	defines	you	from	other	applicants.	Also	highlight	specific
research	interests	and	academic	interests,	as	this	shows	that	you	are	willing	to	put	forth	the	effort	to	pursue	them	if	accepted	to	the	program.	Ensure	that	you	include	any	other	area	of	interest	that	demonstrates	your	willingness	to	grow	or	highlights	your	strengths.	Your	statement	of	purpose	needs	to	be	cohesive.	Having	a	clear	structure	to	your
writing	will	guide	the	admissions	committee	through	your	statement	and	allow	them	to	pinpoint	the	factors	they	are	looking	for.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	structure	of	your	statement	of	purpose	could	vary	depending	on	if	you	are	applying	to	a	Ph.D.	program	or	a	master’s	program.	Ensure	that	your	essay	is	organized	within	a	clear	format,	such	as	the
following:	First	Paragraph:	Introduce	yourself,	your	professional	experience,	and	your	career	goals.	Second	Paragraph:	Explain	your	interests,	research	experience,	and	any	relevant	experience	to	your	interests	and	why	getting	admitted	to	this	program	is	important	in	helping	you	dive	into	these	interests	and	achieve	your	goals.		Third	and	Fourth
Paragraphs:	Expound	upon	what	makes	you	the	perfect	candidate	for	their	program.	Give	an	overview	of	your	work	experience	within	your	industry	and	how	it	relates	to	the	program	you	are	applying	for.	Connect	personal	experiences	to	qualities	they	are	looking	for.	This	is	a	chance	to	demonstrate	your	personality,	work	ethic,	and	willingness	to
commit	to	their	program.	Closing	Paragraph:	List	your	long-term	professional	goals	and	how	this	program	will	help	you	get	there.	The	admissions	committee	wants	to	see	that	you	are	serious	about	using	what	you	learn	within	their	program.	This	is	a	chance	for	you	to	demonstrate	their	program	as	a	critical	part	of	your	vision.		A	well-structured
statement	of	purpose	is	easy	to	read	and	provides	a	roadmap	for	the	faculty	to	follow.	A	clear	format	also	helps	you	organize	your	thoughts	and	present	your	information	logically	and	concisely.	Follow	this	resource	for	statement	of	purpose	examples.	Possessing	strong	writing	skills	will	help	you	knock	out	the	first	draft	of	your	SOP.	Then,	it’s	time	to
proofread	and	enhance	it.	The	clearer	and	more	effective	your	writing	is,	the	more	you	will	stand	out,	considering	good	writing	skills	are	essential	in	graduate	programs.	Your	statement	of	purpose	is	more	of	your	first	impression	and	gives	the	faculty	a	chance	to	see	who	you	are	beyond	your	GRE	test	scores,	GPA,	and	resume.	You	want	to	make	the
best	first	impression	possible.	Most	programs	have	a	maximum	word	count	of	1,000	words	for	the	statement	of	purpose.	Clearer	thoughts	with	a	shorter	word	count	are	better	than	a	longer	statement	of	purpose	that	is	unclear	and	unorganized.	Your	thoughts	should	be	concise	and	lie	between	two	single-spaced	pages	in	a	formal	12-point	font.
Drolling	over	your	GRE	test	scores	and	highlights	from	your	letters	of	recommendation	is	going	to	make	the	admissions	officers	yawn	when	reading	your	statement.	These	are	important	factors	in	their	consideration	of	you,	so	make	it	more	engaging	by	demonstrating	your	knowledge	and	weaving	in	personal	experiences	with	brief	descriptions.	Think
of	your	statement	as	a	classroom	presentation.	You	need	to	present	yourself	professionally,	with	a	confident	and	hopeful	tone.	Avoid	familiar	and	informal	vocabulary	—	remember,	you	are	speaking	to	higher-education	experts.	Your	statement	should	sound	academic	and	positive.	Clichés	are	lazy	and	unoriginal.	They	tell	your	ideas	instead	of	showing
them	—	you	want	to	convey	a	full	understanding	of	information	and	ideas,	not	a	superficial	overview.	Opt	for	using	your	perspective	instead	of	comparisons	and	generalized	opinions.	Overuse	of	adverbs	shows	a	need	for	more	effort	in	your	writing.	There	are	better	ways	to	convey	your	thoughts	or	describe	events,	and	you	should	opt	for	solid	verbs
rather	than	adverbs.	Ensure	that	you	keep	your	descriptions	short	and	clear	so	that	you	do	not	exceed	the	recommended	word	limit.	Pronouns	should	refer	to	their	antecedent.	If	the	antecedent	is	unclear,	your	entire	sentence	is	unclear.	This	demonstrates	poor	writing	skills	and	confuses	the	admissions	officer	who	is	reading	your	statement.	Always
ensure	that	your	sentences	are	clear	and	concise.	Personalizing	your	statement	of	purpose	is	what	sets	it	apart	from	other	applicants	and	makes	it	truly	compelling.	It’s	not	just	a	step	in	your	graduate	school	application	—	personalization	is	what	makes	your	statement	unique	and	reflects	your	individuality.	This	is	an	opportunity	for	you	to	increase
your	chance	of	graduate	admissions	by	adding	personal	stories,	your	purpose	for	grad	school,	and	highlighting	your	interests.		Your	graduate	school	statement	should	answer	these	questions:	What	industry	are	you	interested	in	studying	during	grad	school?	What	makes	you	a	great	candidate	for	the	program	you’re	applying	to?	What	matters	to	you?
What	sets	you	apart	from	other	candidates?	Proofread	and	edit	your	statement	of	purpose	to	ensure	that	the	statement	is	free	of	errors	and	accurately	reflects	your	message.	Having	a	well-edited	statement	of	purpose	not	only	improves	the	readability	of	your	writing	but	also	shows	that	you	take	your	application	seriously	and	are	committed	to
presenting	your	best	self.	Grammar	and	punctuation	errors	can	be	easy	to	miss.	To	make	sure	you	correct	any	errors	within	your	statement,	make	a	list	of	common	errors.	If	you	often	make	the	same	error	or	have	a	hard	time	remembering	grammar	or	punctuation	rules,	add	those	to	your	list	so	you	can	double-check	them	when	proofreading.	For
example,	scan	your	writing	to	ensure	that	all	of	your	commas	and	apostrophes	are	in	the	right	place,	eliminate	run-on	sentences	or	wordiness,	and	make	sure	your	verbs	are	in	the	correct	tense.	Read	and	reread	your	statement	until	you	are	confident	it	fully	reflects	you	as	the	best	possible	candidate	for	the	program	you	are	applying	for.	Double-check
that	your	ideas	are	presented	clearly.	Revise	any	typos	or	grammar	and	punctuation	errors.	Make	sure	that	your	writing	is	formal	and	academic	and	that	the	format	makes	sense.	Also,	compare	your	statement	of	purpose	to	other	examples	so	you	get	a	better	idea	of	flow	and	format.	Your	tone	should	be	formal,	positive,	and	confident.	Identify	and
revise	any	phrases	or	sentences	that	sound	confusing	or	out	of	place.	If	you	aren’t	sure,	read	it	aloud	to	see	how	it	flows.	You	can	also	get	a	trusted	colleague	or	mentor	to	proofread	it	for	you.	Pinpoint	any	disruptions	in	your	flow	and	formatting.	Make	sure	that	what	you	are	saying	makes	sense,	and	keep	one	idea	within	one	paragraph.	Clear	and
concise	writing	is	key!	Whether	you	are	pursuing	a	master’s	degree	or	applying	for	a	Ph.D.	program,	we	know	that	you	have	what	you	need	to	write	a	compelling	statement	of	purpose	that	will	get	you	into	grad	school!	Graduate	school	is	not	the	right	path	for	everyone,	so	give	yourself	credit	for	applying	to	a	graduate	program.		Pursuing	a	graduate
degree	requires	a	hefty	application	process.	Remember	that	your	statement	of	purpose	isn’t	just	a	check	in	the	box	—	it’s	your	first	impression	on	the	admissions	committee	of	the	degree	program.	Each	particular	program	will	have	its	requirements	and	set	of	values.	Make	sure	that	you	align	with	a	specific	program	before	applying	for	graduate	study,
and	highlight	the	areas	that	resonate	within	your	statement	of	purpose.	Format	and	compose	your	statement	of	purpose	in	a	way	that	engages	the	reader	and	compels	them	to	accept	you	as	a	graduate	student.	Be	sure	to	include	personalization	and	relevant	experiences.	Before	submitting	your	statement	of	purpose,	revise	and	enhance	your	statement
so	that	it	is	formal	and	confident.		If	you	are	on	the	fence	about	which	graduate	program	you	want	to	apply	for,	we	can	help	you	make	that	decision.	Here’s	to	making	a	compelling	first	impression	in	the	next	step	of	your	career!


