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Youve passed your practical driving test, well done! Now you need to get your full driving licence. There are two ways you can do this:You can get your full driving licence automatically by handing your provisional licence to the examiner after the test. They will give you a pass certificate and arrange for DVLA to send you your new, full driving
licence.If you do not want to get your full driving licence automatically then you can apply for it by post. You must apply within two years of passing your practical driving test, otherwise your pass certificate will expire and youll need to take the test again.Can I drive straight away after passing my test?It cantake up to three weeks for you to receive
your full driving licence in the post, but you dont need to wait for it to arrive - you can drive on your own as soon as you've passed the test. And as long as your car is taxedand insured, youre good to go.Contact the DVLA if your new licence hasnt arrived within three weeks of passing your test.If you need to make changes to your licence such as your
address or photo before having it updated, youll need to apply for a full licence yourself. Make sure you do this within two years of passing your test, otherwise youll have to take your test all over again not the most thrilling of prospects.Do I need P plates after Ive passed my test?Some new drivers choose to display green probationary P plates on
their car, but theyre not compulsory.P Plates are a way of indicating to other motorists that youve recently passed your test and are still getting to grips with the roads.If fellow drivers see a P on your car, theyll (hopefully) give you a bit of breathing space at junctions and roundabouts so you dont feel under too much pressure.You can display P plates
for as long as you want.If you want to gain more confidence and experience, you could also enrol on a Pass Plus course.This gives you the opportunity to improve your skills in areas such as night driving, motorway driving and driving in different weather conditions.An added bonus is that many insurance companies will offer lower premiums to new
drivers whove completed the Pass Plus course.What car should I buy?If you havent got one already, theres the small matter of buying a car to consider.While you might be dreaming of cruising down the motorway in a Porsche 911, at this stage its probably more practical and cost-effective to settle for a smaller car that falls within the lowest
insurance groups and tax bands. That's why you should read the latest car reviews and ensure the vehicle you want to buy matches your needs and budget.As its a big purchase, you may need to borrow some cash to buy a car.The Bank of Mum and Dad may be willing to help but, if not, you might be able to arrange car finance.However, if youre
applying for credit for the first time, your credit score is likely to be low.That means you might have to pay a higher rate of interest on your loan or get a family member to act as a guarantor.Before getting your new car, make sure you can afford the insurance and factor running costs into your budget, such as fuel and maintenance costs.Its the
moment every learner dreams of: passing your driving test. Few things in life quite match the elation you feel on hearing those magic words. But what happens next? After passing, this isnt always clear.The reality, though, is that what drivers go through after passing is just as varied as their journeys to getting their licence. There are, however, some
common threadsas well as a few pointers on what (not) to do. So, if youre in the happy position of having just passed, read on to preview your next steps!Getting your full driving licenceFirst things first, youll want to swap your old green provisional licence for a shiny, new, pink one. There are two ways you can go about this process:When you pass,
your examiner will ask if you would like to receive your full driving licence automatically. If you choose to do this, youll have to hand your provisional licence over there and then.If you dont wish to get your licence automatically, you can instead apply for your full licence by post. You can find details on how to do this on the DVSA website. Just
remember that you must apply within two years of passing your driving test. Fail to do so, and youll have to take your test all over again! Once youve applied, you should receive your full licence within three weeks. Dont worry about the wait, thoughyou can legally drive independently as soon as youve passed your driving test.All of this means that
youre free to hit the road straight from the test centre! However, there are some good reasons why you may want to give it a miss. Firstly, youre likely to be in a bit of a post-test highthis is your moment, so take the chance to celebrate and let it all sink in! Secondly (and more pressingly), the learner driver insurance you had before may no longer
cover you. Youre not a learner anymore, after all! This means its time to arrange new insurance.Getting insuranceOnce the issue of getting home after your test is behind you, your future of driving lies ahead. Some learners may be lucky enough to already have a caryou might even have taken your test in your own car! Others, meanwhile, may be in
the market for a motor. No matter which camp you fall into, its a good idea to start checking out your insurance options.If you were already insured on a private vehicle while learning, transferring to a regular policy may be as simple as a phone call to your insurer. This, however, depends on you choosing to stay with the same company, which is far
from a given!This is where research comes into play. Almost all of us will be familiar with where to look for quotes; your price comparison site of choice is a good starting point. However, knowing what to look out for is a different kettle of fish entirely. Luckily, we have a few handy hints for those with and sans vehicle: Premiums are higher for newer
drivers than for those with more experience. If you happen to be under 25, the price is even steeper. You cant control for this factorbut you can control for other insurance risk factors. Paying a voluntary excess can help lower the cost of your premium. Remember, though, that if you do need to make a claim, youll need to pay a greater share of the
costs from your own pocket. Add a second driver to your policybut ensure that theyre low-risk! You can also benefit from named driver no-claims discount by getting your name put on someone elses policy. Make sure, however, that they have a good driving record and are over 25. If you havent yet purchased a car, look for a model in a low insurance
group. Cars with powerful engines and customisations are a particular no-no! Check if your potential insurer charges interest on monthly instalmentsand steer clear if they do. Consider telematics (or black box) insurance, which tracks your driving habits over a year. Not only does this option offer discounted premiums, but drivers who score well can
see big discounts upon renewal. Dont fall victim to fake insurersalways make sure they are authorised and regulated by the FCA.Buying a carPassed your driving test, but dont yet have a set of wheels? This should be the next item on your agenda! Choosing a car as a new driver can be a tricky endeavour, but there are certain things to look out
for.The first ties in with our previous topic: insurance. Drivers hoping to lower their premiums (most of us, then!) will want to look for car in one of the lower insurance groups. These groups range from 1 to 50, with a higher number typically meaning more expensive insurance.Youll also need to take road tax into consideration. Though the old paper
tax discs are a thing of the past, the tax itself is very much a going concern. Standard road tax rates for all petrol or diesel cars are 140 per year. Meanwhile, alternative cars cost 130 in tax, while electric cars are tax-free. When you first register a new car, however, youll pay rates relating to its CO2 emissions. These range from nothing for cars with
zero emissions through to an eye-watering 2,070 for cars which emit over 255 g/km of CO2.When it comes to the engine, smaller sizes are often better for new driversespecially if youre using your car primarily for short city journeys. What you put into that engine is a factor, toobut with diesel tax incentives now phased out, petrol is generally the way
to go. Then theres the auto vs manual debate, with the former typically being more expensive.P PlatesAs a learner, you will have had to display L plates on the front and rear of your vehicle at all times. After passing, this legal requirement no longer applies: feel free to tear up those plates and toss them in the bin!However, many new drivers decide to
swap one set of plates for another: P plates. Unlike L plates, which are obligatory, its up to the driver to decide whether they wish to display P plates. More confident new drivers may wish to skip them entirelybut there are good reasons why you might want to give them a go.A key reason is that the L plates you displayed as a learner were an obvious
giveaway that you needed a bit more patience from your fellow road users. After passing, you might wish that drivers were still willing to give you a bit of the benefit of the doubtafter all, youll be driving solo for the first time, and may feel a few jitters!The only way you can convey this to other drivers is through the use of P plates. Its totally up to you
to decide how long you wish to display them for, too. So, if youre already feeling confident after a couple of trips, you can discard them at leisure. On the flip side, if youre still somewhat nervous, you can keep the plates on as long as you like.Further practiceSo, your car (with or without P plates) is parked safely on your driveway, and its insurance
and road tax are sorted. Now all you need to do is start driving right?Well perhaps not. Even if you managed the rare feat of passing your test with zero minors, theres still room for improvement. After all, the driving test only lasts around 40 minutes: it cant cover everything!When most new drivers hit the road, they will have spent much of their time
driving around local test routes. This means, in turn, that theyll have little experience with areas such as motorway driving or driving at night.For this reason, getting extra practice is advisable. A Pass Plus course is a fantastic option for any learners looking to build on their practical test pass with further training in trickier areas. Dont worryyou wont
have to pass a test! All youll need to do is display competence in the following six modules: Town driving Rural driving Driving at night All-weather driving Driving on dual carriageways Driving on motorways Back A: Yes, typically, you can drive a vehicle immediately after passing your driving test, even if you don't yet have your physical license. Once
you pass your test, the examining officer usually provides a temporary paper license or a pass certificate. This document serves as proof of your qualification to drive until your official license arrives. However, it's crucial to keep this temporary document with you whenever you're driving. This serves as your legal driving permit until the physical
license is received. Different regions have varying rules, so it's advised to check the specific requirements in your area or with your local vehicle licensing authority. Remember, driving without any form of license whether temporary or permanent can result in legal penalties. Ensure that you understand and follow all local laws and regulations
regarding driving post-test to avoid any complications. If in doubt, contact your local vehicle licensing agency for guidance. Learner Drivers When you pass the driving test, you are issued with a certificate of competency. This certificate does not allow you to drive as a full licence holder. You must abide by the rules of your learner permit until you are
issued with a full driving licence.Only once you are in possession of a full valid driving licence are you legally allowed to drive while unaccompanied. Your certificate of competency is valid for two yearsYou need to apply for your driving licence within two years of receiving your certificate of competency. If you don't apply within this time, your cert
will no longer be valid and you will have to pay for and sit thedriving testagain.You can apply for a driving licence online atndls.ie with aPublic Services Card andverifiedMyGovIDor you canbook an appointmentto attend in person at aNational Driver Licence Service (NDLS) centre.NDLS Online When applying for a full driver licence the certificate of
competency is not physically required as the National Driver Licensing Service (NDLS) has an electronic record of your successful driving test.However, If you have lost your certificate of competency you can request confirmation of your test result by:Downloading a statement of loss.Complete the form and have it certified and stamped by a
garda.Send the form to us at the address below and a letter will issue to you.Driver Testing SectionRoad Safety SectionPrimrose HillBallinaCo. MayoF26 V6E4 Safe drivingRemember, now that youre a qualified driver, youre even more responsible for your safety and the safety of others so you should never stop learning more driving skills and road
safety awareness.Know more >Getting a full driving licence allows you to drive unaccompanied on all public roads in the category of vehicle for which you hold a full licence. If you passed your driving test in an automatic vehicle you will only be licensed to drive that type of vehicle.Rules for novice driversThere are also some special conditions that
apply to novice drivers during the first two years:you must display N-plates on any vehicle you drive for the first two yearsyou cannot act as a sponsor or accompanying driver for a category B learner drivera lower blood alcohol concentration threshold applies (20mg)a lower threshold of seven penalty points before disqualification usually applies to
novice drivers.Remember: passing the driving test is not the end of the learning process. You should continue to drive carefully and build up your experience in different traffic, weather, lighting and road conditions. Did you find this information useful? Yes No Thank you for your feedback. ingenie is a trading name of A-Plan Holdings (Company No.
750484) (FRN 310164 ) which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in England at 2 Des Roches Square, Witney, OX28 4LE. This can be checked on the Financial Services Register by visiting . We use some essential cookies to make this website work.Wed like to set additional cookies to understand how you use
GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services. You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time. You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time. Yes you can! The very
moment you have passed the driving test, you can drive solo, totally independent without anyone sitting next to you watching your every move. Heres how it works. Shortly after you hear those wondrous words emitted from the examiner Congratulations, Im happy to inform you that youve passed. (or something similar), the examiner will hand you a
test pass certificate.This certificate entitles you to drive unaccompanied as a full driving licence holder until your well-earned photocard licence arrives in the post. That should take no more than two weeks to arrive and the examiner will keep hold of your provisional and send it back to the DVLA. So, although you can drive right after passing your
test.Should You Drive Right After Passing Your Test?The first and most important point to consider is your car insurance. Unless you have already taken care of this, most learner insurance policies do not cover the policy holder as a fully licensed driver. Without giving it a second thought, you might gleefully, yet inadvertently drive away from the test
centre uninsured.If caught, that would be 6 penalty points and a fine. For up to two years, new drivers automatically have their licence taken away if they receive 6 or more penalty points. Further punishment would also require the driver having to once again apply for a provisional driving licence and to pass the theory and practical test. Some
insurance policies automatically roll onto a new policy upon passing the test. But if youre not sure, check with your provider before the day of your test.Another point to consider is that most driving instructors drive the test candidate home after a test regardless of whether they have passed or failed. This is simply because the stress of the test often
leaves the mind of the candidate a little less than focused when its all over.What if My Driving Licence Doesnt Arrive?Give it about three weeks or so and if your driving licence still hasnt arrived, contact the DVLAto let them know. Dont worry though, youll be perfectly legal to drive even without your official driving licence.Theres actually no legal
obligation to carry your test pass certificate in your car either (or your driving licence when you get it). If you do get stopped by the police, theyll use other methods to determine that youre legally entitled to drive. Skip to content Passing your driving test feels amazing! Youll be excited, proud, and ready for more freedom. It means youve learned the
skills and rules to drive safely on the road. After the test, youll have your green drivers licence, and new adventures will begin.With your licence, you can now drive to work, school, or fun places with friends. But remember, being a good driver means staying responsible and following the rules. Now, enjoy the open road and make the most of your new
freedom!So, now you have passed your test, can you drive with a provisional licence? what are they things you should consider after passing your driving test? We are going to read about the next step after you pass your driving test.Checklist now you have passed your driving testApplying for your pink full UK driving licenceBuying your first carCar
insuranceRoad taxCan I drive straight away after passing my test?Yes, you can drive straight away after passing your test. It might take up to three weeks to get your new licence in the mail, but you dont have to wait for it to drive.You can drive as long as your car has tax and insurance.If your new licence doesnt come in three weeks, contact the
DVLA.If you need to change any details on your licence (like your address or photo) before getting your full licence, you must apply for it yourself.Do this within two years of passing your test, or youll need to take the test again which wouldnt be fun.Read more: Are driving lessons tax deductible?Read more: Can I get free driving lessons on PIP?The
next steps after passing your driving test?Getting your full driving licenceNow that you have passed your driving test, you do not need your provisional licence anymore. It needs to be handed back to the DVLA and replaced with your full UK driving licence.After you pass your driving test, the examiner will ask if you want to get your full driving
licence right away. If you say yes, you will need to give them your provisional licence there and then.If you dont want it automatically, you can apply for your full licence through the mail. To do this, fill out a D1 form from your local post office. Remember to apply within two years of passing your test. If you dont apply within two years, youll have to
take the test again, which you want to avoid!If you need to make changes to your licence such as your address or photo before having it updated, youll need to apply for a full licence yourself.If your driving licence hasnt arrived within 3 weeks, make sure you contact the DVLA so they can help you.Getting car insuranceApplying for car insurance for a
young driver who has just passed their driving test involves a similar process as for any other driver. Road accidents are the leading cause of death among young people which makes it costly for young drivers. Here are the steps to follow and tips for getting the best deal:Gather personal details, vehicle information, and driving history: This includes
the young drivers name, address, date of birth, and driving license number, as well as the make, model, and registration number of the car theyll be driving.Compare quotes from multiple insurance providers: Use online comparison websites, phone calls, or visit brokers to get quotes from various insurers. Remember, not all providers are listed on
comparison sites, so check with individual companies as well.Choose the right level of coverage: Weigh the costs and benefits of third-party only, third-party fire and theft, and comprehensive insurance policies. Be cautious about selecting the cheapest option without considering the coverage provided.Tips for getting the best deal for young drivers:
Consider adding a more experienced driver as a named driver: Including a parent or older sibling with a good driving history on the policy may help reduce the premium.Pay the premium annually: If financially feasible, pay the insurance premium in a single annual payment instead of monthly installments. This can save money, as many insurers
charge interest on monthly payments.Consider multi-car policies: If your household has multiple vehicles, check if your insurer offers discounts for including all cars under a single policy.Add a named driver: Adding a named driver to your car insurance policy can be helpful for young drivers, as it can potentially reduce their insurance premiums.Opt
for a black box or telematics policy: These policies use a device to monitor the young drivers driving habits, which can lead to lower premiums if they demonstrate safe driving behaviour.Choose a car with a smaller engine and lower insurance group: Vehicles with lower engine capacities and insurance groups are typically cheaper to insure for young
drivers.Take an advanced driving course: Completing a Pass Plus or other advanced driving course may help lower insurance costs by demonstrating additional driving skills and competence.Increase the voluntary excess: A higher voluntary excess can result in a lower premium, but ensure that the young driver can afford the excess amount in case of
a claim.Shop around for discounts and deals: Look for insurance providers offering discounts or special offers targeted at young drivers, such as student discounts or limited-mileage policies.Advice When looking for car insurance for the first time, its important to check the company you are looking to purchase your policy from to ensure they are not
fake.Fake insurers, also known as ghost brokers or fraudulent insurance providers, are individuals or entities that claim to provide car insurance policies but are not authorised or regulated by the proper authorities.They often target vulnerable or uninformed customers, such as young or inexperienced drivers, and may offer seemingly attractive deals
on insurance policies. However, these policies are either non-existent or invalid, leaving the policyholder without proper coverage and potentially facing legal consequences.To protect yourself from fake insurers, consider the following precautions:Verify the insurers authenticity: Check if the provider is registered with the Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA) in the UK, using their online register ( . You can also verify if the company is a member of the British Insurance Brokers Association (BIBA).Be cautious of unusually low premiums: If an insurance quote seems too good to be true, it often is. Compare quotes from multiple reputable providers to get a sense of the average market price.Avoid
dealing with brokers or agents operating solely through social media or messaging apps: Legitimate insurance providers will typically have an official website, phone number and physical address.Check the insurers contact details: Make sure they have a landline phone number and a physical address. Be cautious of providers that only provide a
mobile phone number or use a PO Box address.Be wary of high-pressure sales tactics: Fake insurers may use aggressive sales techniques to force quick decisions. Take your time and do proper research before committing to any policy.Request policy documents: Before making any payment, ask to see the policy documents and review them carefully.
Check for any discrepancies or errors in the information provided.Use secure payment methods: Avoid paying in cash or through direct bank transfers. Legitimate insurers will accept secure payment methods such as credit or debit cards.By taking these precautions and remaining vigilant, you can minimise the risk of falling victim to fake insurers
and ensure that you obtain a legitimate and valid car insurance policy.Buying your first carWhen looking for your first car, there are several factors to consider to ensure you make a well-informed decision. Here are some key aspects to keep in mind:Budget: Determine how much you can afford to spend on your first car, taking into account the
purchase price, insurance costs, vehicle tax (VED), fuel, and maintenance expenses. Be realistic about your financial constraints.Vehicle type: Consider your needs and preferences in terms of size, seating capacity, and cargo space. Think about whether you need a hatchback, saloon, or SUV, based on your typical driving requirements and
lifestyle.Fuel efficiency: As a new driver, you may want to prioritise vehicles with good fuel economy to help minimise running costs. Look for cars with lower CO2 emissions, as they are generally more fuel-efficient and have lower vehicle tax rates.Insurance group: The insurance group of a car can significantly impact your premium costs. Opt for a
car in a lower insurance group to keep your insurance costs more manageable. Smaller engine sizes and less powerful cars are usually placed in lower insurance groups.Reliability: Choose a make and model known for its reliability and build quality. This will help reduce the likelihood of costly repairs and improve the overall ownership experience.
Research customer reviews and reliability ratings from friends and family as well as online.Safety features: Prioritise cars with good safety ratings and features, such as airbags, anti-lock braking systems (ABS), electronic stability control (ESC), and tyre pressure monitoring systems.Resale value: Some cars hold their value better than others, which
can be important if you plan to sell or trade in your car in the future. Research resale values and depreciation rates for the models youre considering.Popular first cars in the UK known for their affordability, fuel efficiency, and lower insurance groups include the Ford Fiesta, Vauxhall Corsa, Volkswagen Polo, and Toyota Yaris. When searching for your
first car, consider both new and used vehicles, and be sure to test drive any potential options to ensure they meet your needs and preferences.How do I tax my vehicle?As a young driver who has just passed their driving test in the UK, its important to understand how to tax your car. Vehicle tax, also known as road tax, is legally required for driving a
car on public roads in the UK. Follow this step-by-step guide to tax your vehicle:Gather required documents: Before you can tax your vehicle, you will need the following documents:A valid MOT certificate (if your car is over three years old)Your vehicle logbook (V5C) or the green new keepers details slip (V5C/2) if you have just purchased the
carInsurance details, as your car must be insured to be taxedVisit the DVLA website: Tax your car online through the DVLA site using the 16-digit reference number from your vehicle logbook (V5C) or the 12-digit reference number from the new keepers details slip (V5C/2).Choose a payment plan: You can pay for your vehicle tax annually, every six
months, or monthly. There are different payment methods available, such as direct debit, credit or debit card, or through a PayPoint centre.Complete the transaction: Follow the instructions on the DVLA website to complete the transaction and pay for your road tax.Once you have taxed your vehicle, you dont need to display a paper tax disc on your
windscreen, as these are no longer required. The DVLA maintains electronic records to track vehicle tax status.Keep in mind that the amount you pay for your road tax will depend on the make and model of the car you buy. Vehicle tax bands are based on engine size or fuel type and CO2 emissions, depending on the cars age. You might not have to
pay any tax at all if your vehicle is among the most environmentally friendly. Check your vehicles tax band.By following this guide, you can easily tax your car as a young driver and ensure that you stay compliant with the legal requirements for driving on public roads.Do I need P plates after Ive passed my test?You dont have to use green probationary
P plates after passing your test, but some new drivers like to use them.P plates tell other drivers youre new and still learning the roads. This might make them more patient with you at places like junctions and roundabouts.You can use P plates as long as you want.To become more confident and skilled, you can join a Pass Plus course. This course
helps you get better at driving at night, on highways, and in different weather.A bonus is that some insurance companies give lower prices to new drivers who finish the Pass Plus course.10 top tips for new driversStay calm and focused: After passing your driving test, its natural to feel excited and eager to hit the road. However, its important to stay
calm and focused while driving to ensure your safety and the safety of others.Familiarise yourself with your car: Take time to get acquainted with your vehicles controls, features, and handling. Knowing your car well will help you feel more confident and comfortable on the road.Drive defensively: Always be aware of your surroundings and anticipate
potential hazards. Keep a safe distance from other vehicles, signal your intentions well in advance, and be prepared for unexpected situations.Practice in different conditions: Gain experience driving in various weather conditions, at night, and in heavy traffic. This will help you become a more versatile and prepared driver.Avoid distractions: Keep
your focus on the road by minimizing distractions such as mobile phones, loud music, and conversations with passengers. Remember that using a handheld mobile phone while driving is illegal in the UK.Follow speed limits and traffic rules: Abide by all traffic regulations and posted speed limits to ensure your safety and avoid penalties.Continue
learning: Consider taking advanced driving courses, such as the Pass Plus scheme, to further improve your driving skills and potentially reduce insurance costs.Maintain your vehicle: Regularly check your cars tyres, fluids, and lights to keep it in good working order and reduce the risk of breakdowns or accidents.Plan your route: Before setting off on
a journey, plan your route and familiarise yourself with it. Use a navigation system or smartphone app if needed, but make sure it is set up before you start driving to avoid distractions.Build confidence gradually: Start with shorter trips on familiar roads and gradually progress to more challenging routes and longer journeys. As your confidence and
experience grow, youll become a more competent and safer driver.New drivers are advised not to drive straight home after passing their test due to the potential post-test adrenaline rush, which may affect their focus and driving ability.Instead, it is recommended to take a taxi or arrange alternative transport. Additionally, your learner driver
insurance may no longer be valid once the test is passed, further emphasising the importance of not driving immediately after the exam.How to further practice after passing your driving test?After passing your driving test, its essential to continue practicing and honing your skills. Here are some steps to help you further improve your driving
abilities:Review your driving test report: Take the time to sit down with your instructor and go over the report from your driving test. Analyse any errors or areas for improvement that were identified during the test.Create a plan to address weaknesses: Work with your instructor to develop a plan to tackle the areas where you need improvement. This
may include additional lessons or practice sessions focusing on specific skills or manoeuvres.Practice with an experienced driver: Spend time driving with a family member or friend who has extensive driving experience. They can provide valuable feedback and help you gain confidence on the road.Take additional courses: Consider enrolling in
advanced driving courses, such as the Pass Plus scheme, which covers topics like motorway driving, driving in adverse weather conditions, and night driving. These courses can not only help improve your driving skills but may also lead to reduced insurance premiums.Drive in varied conditions: Practice driving in different weather conditions, on
various road types, and at different times of the day to become more comfortable and adaptable behind the wheel.Set personal goals: Identify specific aspects of your driving that you want to improve and set realistic goals to achieve them. Monitor your progress over time and celebrate your accomplishments.Stay updated on traffic rules and
regulations: Regularly review the Highway Code to ensure you remain knowledgeable about current traffic rules and regulations.Join a driving club or forum: Connect with other drivers through local driving clubs or online forums to share experiences, tips, and advice.Reflect on your driving experiences: After each drive, take a moment to reflect on
what went well and what could have been better. Use this self-assessment to continuously refine your skills.Read more: What happens after I pass my driving test?’Read more: Stopping Distances UK | Complete Guide for BeginnersRead more: How To Parallel Park For Beginners | 9 Easy Steps Frequently asked questions I passed my test in an
automatic car. Can I drive a manual? If you passed your driving test in an automatic car in the UK, you are only licenced to drive automatic vehicles.You are not allowed to drive a manual car unless you take and pass a manual driving test. To legally drive a manual car, you will need to get a manual driving licence by taking lessons and passing a
practical driving test in a manual vehicle. Do I need to notify the DVSA after passing my driving test? No, you do not need to notify the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) after passing your driving test. Once you pass your practical driving test, the examiner will handle the necessary paperwork and send your results to the DVLA (Driver and
Vehicle Licensing Agency).The DVLA will then process your application and issue your full driving licence. You should receive your full driving licence by post within three weeks of passing your test. If you havent received it after three weeks, you should contact the DVLA. When will I receive my full driving licence? After passing your driving test, you
will receive a pass certificate. The DVLA will then send your full driving licence to you by post, usually within three weeks. In the meantime, you can drive with your pass certificate. Do I need to notify my insurance company? Yes, you should inform your insurance company that you have passed your driving test. Your insurance policy may need to be
updated, and your premiums could change now that you are a fully qualified driver. What should I do with my L plates? Once you have passed your driving test, you must remove or cover your L plates. Continuing to display them when you are no longer a learner can lead to legal issues and confusion for other drivers. How can I improve my driving
skills post-test? Consider taking a Pass Plus course or additional driving lessons. These can help improve your skills, boost your confidence, and may even reduce your insurance premiums.Pass Plus covers advanced driving techniques and situations not typically included in standard lessons. Are there any restrictions on my driving after passing the
test? Generally, there are no specific restrictions on your driving after passing the test, but its important to continue driving safely and responsibly. However, if you are under 21 or have been driving for less than two years, you must be particularly careful not to accumulate six or more penalty points, as this can lead to your licence being revoked.
Ready to start your driving lessons? With over 1300 driving instructors across the UK, we will connect you with one of our local top-rated driving instructors in your area. Book your driving lessons now. Ready to start your driving lessons? With over 1300 driving instructors across the UK, we will connect you with one of our local top-rated driving
instructors in your area. Ready to start your driving lessons? With over 1300 driving instructors across the UK, we will connect you with one of our local top-rated driving instructors in your area. Getting your drivers license is one of the most important moments in everyones life. The moment of passing is therefore a wonderful moment, you have
passed your driving test but what comes next? In this article we will talk about what to do after you have passed your driving test. Lets start right away!Passed your driving test, here is what you need to knowOnce you have passed your practical exam you are of course eligible for your driving license. But the license is not just delivered to you, first
you have to apply for your license! This can be done at your local municipality. It is important that you do not wait too long to apply for your license, because the health certificate from the CBR is only valid for one year, and the results of your practical exam are valid for 3 years at the most. When applying for your license, it is important to bring a
color passport photo, a valid ID and money (you can also use debit cards). After applying, it usually takes around 5 working days to make the actual pass. You must then pick up your license in person at the city hall in Rotterdam (depends on where you live) within 3 months. After all this hassle its finally time to drive! Please note that you cant drive
until you have your license card!Driving license has arrived! Now what?After applying for and receiving your license, its finally time for the real thing, driving! When buying your first car, make sure its easy to drive, because as lovely as some old timers are, they are tricky to drive and thats often not suitable for people who just got their license.Also
pay attention when you go out into traffic on your own for the first time, you will find out soon enough that the real thing without an instructor in your own car is always a bit different than what you are used to so far. Dont worry, youll get used to real traffic soon enough. Theres no one in the car to do any more braking. But it is important to stay
focused at all times! For the rest, its a matter of implementing what youve learned in driving lessons, however appealing it may sometimes be to skip certain things, driving lessons are there for a reason and its therefore important that you remember what youve learned at all times!Please note that when you are 17 and you have passed your driving
test, you are not yet allowed to drive on your own! You may already apply for your drivers license, but at all times a capable companion (2todrive) must be present in the car with you while you drive.So all in all, you are not done yet when you have passed your driving test at the CBR. You then still have to go through the procedure of applying for your
drivers license and you have to pick it up independently at the city hall. Then its time for the real thing! Always be careful in traffic and you will be fine! Yes, you can drive straight after passing your test. You do not have to wait until your full driving licence arrives in the post. As confirmation of your pass, the examiner will give you a driving test pass
certificate that contains your name, driving licence number and the examiners signature. However, just because you can drive straight after passing your test, it doesnt mean that should. Regardless of whether you have passed or failed, driving tests are very mentally draining and for this reason, driving instructors almost always drive the test
candidate home after their test.Even if you passed, youre going to be understandably very exited which may impair your driving judgement, so its probably a good idea to let the person that was supervising you on the way to the test, drive you home.Other ConsiderationsAnother important consideration thats easy to forget is your car insurance. If
youre using your own car for the driving test and you pass, if you intend on driving right away or very soon after, youll need to ensure your insurance policy covers you.While some learner driver insurance policies may cover you for the drive home, most policies end the moment you pass the test. The penalty for driving without insurance is 6 points
and a fine. As a new licence holder, 6 or more points means having your licence revoked. The last thing you want is a driving ban just after passing the test. Skip to main content Reddit and its partners use cookies and similar technologies to provide you with a better experience. By accepting all cookies, you agree to our use of cookies to deliver and
maintain our services and site, improve the quality of Reddit, personalize Reddit content and advertising, and measure the effectiveness of advertising. By rejecting non-essential cookies, Reddit may still use certain cookies to ensure the proper functionality of our platform. For more information, please see our Cookie Notice and our Privacy Policy.
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