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their	own	as	well	as	in	their	mixed	schools	Negroes	are	taught	to	admire	the	Hebrew,	the	Greek,	the	Latin	and	the	Teuton	and	to	despise	the	African.	Of	the	hundreds	of	Negro	high	schools	recently	examined	by	an	expert	in	the	United	States	Bureau	of	Education	only	eighteen	offer	a	course	taking	up	the	history	of	the	Negro,	and	in	most	of	the	Negro
colleges	and	universities	where	the	Negro	is	thought	of,	the	race	is	studied	only	as	a	problem	or	dismissed	as	of	little	consequence.	For	example,	an	officer	of	a	Negro	university,	thinking	that	an	additional	course	on	the	Negro	should	be	given	there,	called	upon	a	Negro	Doctor	of	Philosophy	of	the	faculty	to	offer	such	work.	He	promptly	informed	the
officer	that	he	knew	nothing	about	the	Negro.	He	did	not	go	to	school	to	waste	his	time	that	way.	He	went	to	be	educated	in	a	system	which	dismisses	the	Negro	as	a	nonentity.At	a	Negro	summer	school	two	years	ago,	a	white	instructor	gave	a	course	on	the	Negro,	using	for	his	text	a	work	which	teaches	that	whites	are	superior	to	the	blacks.	When
asked	by	one	of	the	students	why	he	used	such	a	textbook	the	instructor	replied	that	he	wanted	them	to	get	that	point	of	view.	Even	schools	for	Negroes,	then,	are	places	where	they	must	be	convinced	of	their	inferiority.The	thought	of	the	inferiority	of	the	Negro	is	drilled	into	him	in	almost	every	class	he	enters	and	in	almost	every	book	he	studies.	If
he	happens	to	leave	school	after	he	masters	the	fundamentals,	before	he	finishes	high	school	or	reaches	college,	he	will	naturally	escape	some	of	this	bias	and	may	recover	in	time	to	be	of	service	to	his	people.Practically	all	of	the	successful	Negroes	in	this	country	are	of	the	uneducated	type	or	of	that	of	Negroes	who	have	had	no	formal	education	at
all.	The	large	majority	of	the	Negroes	who	have	put	on	the	finishing	touches	of	our	best	colleges	are	all	but	worthless	in	the	development	of	their	people.	If	after	leaving	school	they	have	the	opportunity	to	give	out	to	Negroes	what	traducers	of	the	race	would	like	to	have	it	learn	such	persons	may	thereby	earn	a	living	at	teaching	or	preaching	what
they	have	been	taught	but	they	never	become	a	constructive	force	in	the	development	of	the	race.	The	so-called	school,	then,	becomes	a	questionable	factor	in	the	life	of	this	despised	people.As	another	has	well	said,	to	handicap	a	student	by	teaching	him	that	his	black	face	is	a	curse	and	that	his	struggle	to	change	his	condition	is	hopeless	is	the	worst
sort	of	lynching.	It	kills	one's	aspirations	and	dooms	him	to	vagabondage	and	crime.	It	is	strange,	then,	that	the	friends	of	truth	and	the	promoters	of	freedom	have	not	risen	up	against	the	present	propaganda	in	the	schools	and	crushed	it.	This	crusade	is	much	more	important	than	the	anti-lynching	movement,	because	there	would	be	no	lynching	if	it
did	not	start	in	the	schoolroom.	Why	not	exploit,	enslave,	or	exterminate	a	class	that	everybody	is	taught	to	regard	as	inferior?To	be	more	explicit	we	may	go	to	the	seat	of	the	trouble.	Our	most	widely	known	scholars	have	been	trained	in	universities	outside	of	the	South.	Northern	and	Western	institutions,	however,	have	had	no	time	to	deal	with
matters	which	concern	the	Negro	especially.	They	must	direct	their	attention	to	the	problems	of	the	majority	of	their	constituents,	and	too	often	they	have	stimulated	their	prejudices	by	referring	to	the	Negro	as	unworthy	of	consideration.	Most	of	what	these	universities	have	offered	as	language,	mathematics,	and	science	may	have	served	a	good
purpose,	but	much	of	what	they	have	taught	as	economics,	history,	literature,	religion	and	philosophy	is	propaganda	and	cant	that	involved	a	waste	of	time	and	misdirected	the	Negroes	thus	trained.And	even	in	the	certitude	of	science	or	mathematics	it	has	been	unfortunate	that	the	approach	to	the	Negro	has	been	borrowed	from	a	"foreign"	method.
For	example,	the	teaching	of	arithmetic	in	the	fifth	grade	in	a	backward	county	in	Mississippi	should	mean	one	thing	in	the	Negro	school	and	a	decidedly	different	thing	in	the	white	school.	The	Negro	children,	as	a	rule,	come	from	the	homes	of	tenants	and	peons	who	have	to	migrate	annually	from	plantation	to	plantation,	looking	for	light	which	they
have	never	seen.	The	children	from	the	homes	of	white	planters	and	merchants	live	permanently	in	the	midst	of	calculations,	family	budgets,	and	the	like,	which	enable	them	sometimes	to	learn	more	by	contact	than	the	Negro	can	acquire	in	school.	Instead	of	teaching	such	Negro	children	less	arithmetic,	they	should	be	taught	much	more	of	it	than
the	white	children,	for	the	latter	attend	a	graded	school	consolidated	by	free	transportation	when	the	Negroes	go	to	one-room	rented	hovels	to	be	taught	without	equipment	and	by	incompetent	teachers	educated	scarcely	beyond	the	eighth	grade.In	schools	of	theology	Negroes	are	taught	the	interpretation	of	the	Bible	worked	out	by	those	who	have
justified	segregation	and	winked	at	the	economic	debasement	of	the	Negro	sometimes	almost	to	the	point	of	starvation.	Deriving	their	sense	of	right	from	this	teaching,	graduates	of	such	schools	can	have	no	message	to	grip	the	people	whom	they	have	been	ill	trained	to	serve.	Most	of	such	mis-educated	ministers,	therefore,	preach	to	benches	while
illiterate	Negro	preachers	do	the	best	they	can	in	supplying	the	spiritual	needs	of	the	masses.In	the	schools	of	business	administration	Negroes	are	trained	exclusively	in	the	psychology	and	economics	of	Wall	Street	and	are,	therefore,	made	to	despise	the	opportunities	to	run	ice	wagons,	push	banana	carts,	and	sell	peanuts	among	their	own	people.
Foreigners,	who	have	not	studied	economics	but	have	studied	Negroes,	take	up	this	business	and	grow	rich.In	schools	of	journalism	Negroes	are	being	taught	how	to	edit	such	metropolitan	dailies	as	the	Chicago	Tribune	and	the	New	York	Times,	which	would	hardly	hire	a	Negro	as	a	janitor;	and	when	these	graduates	come	to	the	Negro	weeklies	for
employment	they	are	not	prepared	to	function	in	such	establishments,	which,	to	be	successful,	must	be	built	upon	accurate	knowledge	of	the	psychology	and	philosophy	of	the	Negro.When	a	Negro	has	finished	his	education	in	our	schools,	then,	he	has	been	equipped	to	begin	the	life	of	an	Americanized	or	Europeanized	white	man,	but	before	he	steps
from	the	threshold	of	his	alma	mater	he	is	told	by	his	teachers	that	he	must	go	back	to	his	own	people	from	whom	he	has	been	estranged	by	a	vision	of	ideals	which	in	his	disillusionment	he	will	realize	that	he	cannot	attain.	He	goes	forth	to	play	his	part	in	life,	but	he	must	be	both	social	and	bisocial	at	the	same	time.	While	he	is	a	part	of	the	body
politic,	he	is	in	addition	to	this	a	member	of	a	particular	race	to	which	he	must	restrict	himself	in	all	matters	social.	While	serving	his	country	he	must	serve	within	a	special	group.	While	being	a	good	American,	he	must	above	all	things	be	a	"good	Negro";	and	to	perform	this	definite	function	he	must	learn	to	stay	in	a	"Negro's	place."For	the	arduous
task	of	serving	a	race	thus	handicapped,	however,	the	Negro	graduate	has	had	little	or	no	training	at	all.	The	people	whom	he	has	been	ordered	to	serve	have	been	belittled	by	his	teachers	to	the	extent	that	he	can	hardly	find	delight	in	undertaking	what	his	education	has	led	him	to	think	is	impossible.	Considering	his	race	as	blank	in	achievement,
then,	he	sets	out	to	stimulate	their	imitation	of	others.	The	performance	is	kept	up	a	while;	but,	like	any	other	effort	at	meaningless	imitation,	it	results	in	failure.Facing	this	undesirable	result,	the	highly	educated	Negro	often	grows	sour.	He	becomes	too	pessimistic	to	be	a	constructive	force	and	usually	develops	into	a	chronic	fault-finder	or	a
complainant	at	the	bar	of	public	opinion.	Often	when	he	sees	that	the	fault	lies	at	the	door	of	the	white	oppressor	whom	he	is	afraid	to	attack,	he	turns	upon	the	pioneering	Negro	who	is	at	work	doing	the	best	he	can	to	extricate	himself	from	an	uncomfortable	predicament.In	this	effort	to	imitate,	however,	these	"educated	people"	are	sincere.	They
hope	to	make	the	Negro	conform	quickly	to	the	standard	of	the	whites	and	thus	remove	the	pretext	for	the	barriers	between	the	races.	They	do	not	realize,	however,	that	even	if	the	Negroes	do	successfully	imitate	the	whites,	nothing	new	has	thereby	been	accomplished.	You	simply	have	a	larger	number	of	persons	doing	what	others	have	been	doing.
The	unusual	gifts	of	the	race	have	not	thereby	been	developed,	and	an	unwilling	world,	therefore,	continues	to	wonder	what	the	Negro	is	good	for.These	"educated"	people,	however,	decry	any	such	thing	as	race	consciousness;	and	in	some	respects	they	are	right.	They	do	not	like	to	hear	such	expressions	as	"Negro	literature,"	"Negro	poetry,"
"African	art,"	or	"thinking	black";	and,	roughly	speaking,	we	must	concede	that	such	things	do	not	exist.	These	things	did	not	figure	in	the	courses	which	they	pursued	in	school,	and	why	should	they?	"Aren't	we	all	Americans?	Then,	whatever	is	American	is	as	much	the	heritage	of	the	Negro	as	of	any	other	group	in	this	country."The	"highly	educated"
contend,	moreover,	that	when	the	Negro	emphasizes	these	things	he	invites	racial	discrimination	by	recognizing	such	differentness	of	the	races.	The	thought	that	the	Negro	is	one	thing	and	the	white	man	another	is	the	stock-in-trade	argument	of	the	Caucasian	to	justify	segregation.	Why,	then,	should	the	Negro	blame	the	white	man	for	doing	what	he
himself	does?These	"highly	educated"	Negroes,	however,	fail	to	see	that	it	is	not	the	Negro	who	takes	this	position.	The	white	man	forces	him	to	it,	and	to	extricate	himself	therefrom	the	Negro	leader	must	so	deal	with	the	situation	as	to	develop	in	the	segregated	group	the	power	with	which	they	can	elevate	themselves.	The	differentness	of	races,
moreover,	is	no	evidence	of	superiority	or	of	inferiority.	This	merely	indicates	that	each	race	has	certain	gifts	which	the	others	do	not	possess.	It	is	by	the	development	of	these	gifts	that	every	race	must	justify	its	right	to	exist.CHAPTER	2How	We	Missed	the	MarkHOW	we	have	arrived	at	the	present	state	of	affairs	can	be	understood	only	by	studying
the	forces	effective	in	the	development	of	Negro	education	since	it	was	systematically	undertaken	immediately	after	Emancipation.	To	point	out	merely	the	defects	as	they	appear	today	will	be	of	little	benefit	to	the	present	and	future	generations.	These	things	must	be	viewed	in	their	historic	setting.	The	conditions	of	today	have	been	determined	by
what	has	taken	place	in	the	past,	and	in	a	careful	study	of	this	history	we	may	see	more	clearly	the	great	theatre	of	events	in	which	the	Negro	has	played	a	part.	We	may	understand	better	what	his	rôle	has	been	and	how	well	he	has	functioned	in	it.The	idea	of	educating	the	Negroes	after	the	Civil	War	was	largely	a	prompting	of	philanthropy.	Their
white	neighbors	failed	to	assume	this	responsibility.	These	black	people	had	been	liberated	as	a	result	of	a	sectional	conflict	out	of	which	their	former	owners	had	emerged	as	victims.	From	this	class,	then,	the	freedmen	could	not	expect	much	sympathy	or	cooperation	in	the	effort	to	prepare	themselves	to	figure	as	citizens	of	a	modern	republic.From
functionaries	of	the	United	States	Government	itself	and	from	those	who	participated	in	the	conquest	of	the	secessionists	early	came	the	plan	of	teaching	these	freedmen	the	simple	duties	of	life	as	worked	out	by	the	Freedmen's	Bureau	and	philanthropic	agencies.	When	systematized	this	effort	became	a	program	for	the	organization	of	churches	and
schools	and	the	direction	of	them	along	lines	which	had	been	considered	most	conducive	to	the	progress	of	people	otherwise	circumstanced.	Here	and	there	some	variation	was	made	in	this	program	in	view	of	the	fact	that	the	status	of	the	freedmen	in	no	way	paralleled	that	of	their	friends	and	teachers,	but	such	thought	was	not	general.	When	the
Negroes	in	some	way	would	learn	to	perform	the	duties	which	other	elements	of	the	population	had	prepared	themselves	to	discharge	they	would	be	duly	qualified,	it	was	believed,	to	function	as	citizens	of	the	country.Inasmuch	as	most	Negroes	lived	in	the	agricultural	South,	moreover,	and	only	a	few	of	them	at	first	acquired	small	farms	there	was
little	in	their	life	which	any	one	of	thought	could	not	have	easily	understood.	The	poverty	which	afflicted	them	for	a	generation	after	Emancipation	held	them	down	to	the	lowest	order	of	society,	nominally	free	but	economically	enslaved.	The	participation	of	the	freedmen	in	government	for	a	few	years	during	the	period	known	as	the	Reconstruction
had	little	bearing	on	their	situation	except	that	they	did	join	with	the	uneducated	poor	whites	in	bringing	about	certain	much-desired	social	reforms,	especially	in	giving	the	South	its	first	plan	of	democratic	education	in	providing	for	a	school	system	at	public	expense.Neither	this	inadequately	supported	school	system	nor	the	struggling	higher
institutions	of	a	classical	order	established	about	the	same	time,	however,	connected	the	Negroes	very	closely	with	life	as	it	was.	These	institutions	were	concerned	rather	with	life	as	they	hoped	to	make	it.	When	the	Negro	found	himself	deprived	of	influence	in	politics,	therefore,	and	at	the	same	time	unprepared	to	participate	in	the	higher	functions
in	the	industrial	development	which	this	country	began	to	undergo,	it	soon	became	evident	to	him	that	he	was	losing	ground	in	the	basic	things	of	life.	He	was	spending	his	time	studying	about	the	things	which	had	been	or	might	be,	but	he	was	learning	little	to	help	him	to	do	better	the	tasks	at	hand.	Since	the	Negroes	believed	that	the	causes	of	this
untoward	condition	lay	without	the	race,	migration	was	attempted,	and	emigration	to	Africa	was	again	urged.	At	this	psychological	moment	came	the	wave	of	industrial	education	which	swept	the	country	by	storm.	The	educational	authorities	in	the	cities	and	States	throughout	the	Black	Belt	began	to	change	the	course	of	study	to	make	the	training	of
the	Negro	conform	to	this	policy.The	missionary	teachers	from	the	North	in	defense	of	their	idea	of	more	liberal	training,	however,	fearlessly	attacked	this	new	educational	policy;	and	the	Negroes	participating	in	the	same	dispute	arrayed	themselves	respectively	on	one	side	or	the	other.	For	a	generation	thereafter	the	quarrel	as	to	whether	the	Negro
should	be	given	a	classical	or	a	practical	education	was	the	dominant	topic	in	Negro	schools	and	churches	throughout	the	United	States.	Labor	was	the	most	important	thing	of	life,	it	was	argued;	practical	education	counted	in	reaching	that	end;	and	the	Negro	worker	must	be	taught	to	solve	this	problem	of	efficiency	before	directing	attention	to
other	things.Others	more	narrow-minded	than	the	advocates	of	industrial	education,	seized	upon	the	idea,	feeling	that,	although	the	Negro	must	have	some	semblance	of	education,	it	would	be	a	fine	stroke	to	be	able	to	make	a	distinction	between	the	training	given	the	Negro	and	that	provided	for	the	whites.	Inasmuch	as	the	industrial	educational
idea	rapidly	gained	ground,	too,	many	Negroes	for	political	purposes	began	to	espouse	it;	and	schools	and	colleges	hoping	thereby	to	obtain	money	worked	out	accordingly	makeshift	provisions	for	such	instruction,	although	they	could	not	satisfactorily	offer	it.	A	few	real	industrial	schools	actually	equipped	themselves	for	this	work	and	turned	out	a
number	of	graduates	with	such	preparation.Unfortunately,	however,	the	affair	developed	into	a	sort	of	battle	of	words,	for	in	spite	of	all	they	said	and	did	the	majority	of	the	Negroes,	those	who	did	make	some	effort	to	obtain	an	education,	did	not	actually	receive	either	the	industrial	or	the	classical	education.	Negroes	attended	industrial	schools,	took
such	training	as	was	prescribed,	and	received	their	diplomas;	but	few	of	them	developed	adequate	efficiency	to	be	able	to	do	what	they	were	supposedly	trained	to	do.	The	schools	in	which	they	were	educated	could	not	provide	for	all	the	experience	with	machinery	which	white	apprentices	trained	in	factories	had.	Such	industrial	education	as	these
Negroes	received,	then,	was	merely	to	master	a	technique	already	discarded	in	progressive	centres;	and	even	in	less	complicated	operations	of	industry	these	schools	had	no	such	facilities	as	to	parallel	the	numerous	processes	of	factories	conducted	on	the	plan	of	the	division	of	labor.	Except	what	value	such	training	might	have	in	the	development	of
the	mind	by	making	practical	applications	of	mathematics	and	science,	then,	it	was	a	failure.The	majority	of	Negro	graduates	of	industrial	schools,	therefore,	have	gone	into	other	avenues,	and	too	often	into	those	for	which	they	have	had	no	preparation	whatever.	Some	few	who	actually	prepared	for	the	industrial	sphere	by	self-improvement	likewise
sought	other	occupations	for	the	reason	that	Negroes	were	generally	barred	from	higher	pursuits	by	trades	unions;	and,	being	unable	to	develop	captains	of	industry	to	increase	the	demand	for	persons	in	these	lines,	the	Negroes	have	not	opened	up	many	such	opportunities	for	themselves.	(Continues...)	Excerpted	from	The	Mis-Education	of	the
Negro	by	Carter	G.	Woodson.	Copyright	©	2005	Dover	Publications,	Inc..	Excerpted	by	permission	of	Dover	Publications,	Inc..	All	rights	reserved.	No	part	of	this	excerpt	may	be	reproduced	or	reprinted	without	permission	in	writing	from	the	publisher.Excerpts	are	provided	by	Dial-A-Book	Inc.	solely	for	the	personal	use	of	visitors	to	this	web	site.
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