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The dove has been a symbol of great significance in human culture for thousands of years, representing various aspects of the divine and holding a special place in religious traditions across the world. This bird's simplicity belies its complex meaning, which has evolved over time through adaptations, interpretations, and associations with different
goddesses, mythologies, and spiritual practices. In ancient civilizations, such as Mesopotamia and the Mediterranean, the dove was revered as an iconic symbol of the mother goddess. It adorned shrines, statues, and coins, signifying feminine fertility and procreation. The dove's role in mythology extends beyond its associations with these deities; it
has also been linked to creation myths, where the bird is often depicted as a messenger between heaven and earth. The Hebrew Bible plays a crucial role in shaping the modern understanding of the dove's significance. According to Genesis 1:2, God's spirit "hovered" over the face of the deep, much like a dove. This symbolism was further reinforced
by the story of Noah's Ark, where the dove returns with an olive branch, indicating that life has returned to the earth after the great flood. Throughout history, sailors have relied on doves and other birds as navigational tools, utilizing their homing abilities to find dry land. The biblical account in Genesis 8:8-12, where Noah sends out a dove to assess
the receded waters, underscores this practical aspect of the bird's symbolism. In the Hebrew Bible, the dove is also used as an instrument of atonement, with passages specifying occasions for sacrificing two doves or young pigeons. The use of columbaria - towers housing dovecotes - served both sacrificial and practical purposes, providing meat and
fertilizer while raising birds for offerings. Today, the dove remains a powerful symbol in Christian tradition, representing peace, hope, and redemption. Its significance extends beyond religious contexts, however, as a reminder of our connection with nature and the importance of living in harmony with the environment. The use of doves as a symbol in
Christianity is deeply rooted in biblical narratives and has been a recurring motif in art and literature. Doves are mentioned in various parts of the Bible, often symbolizing the Holy Spirit, peace, and divine presence. In the New Testament, doves play a significant role in the narrative of Jesus Christ. For instance, during Jesus' baptism by John the
Baptist, a dove descended from heaven, symbolizing the Holy Spirit. This event is documented in all four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The dove's descent represents the divine endorsement of Jesus' mission and serves as a pivotal moment in Christian theology. The symbolism of doves extends beyond the New Testament and into early
Christian art and literature. In the Protoevangelium of James, a second-century text, a dove is associated with the selection of Joseph as Mary's husband. This narrative thread weaves together the themes of divine selection and approval. In Christian iconography, doves are often depicted in scenes such as the Annunciation, representing the Holy
Spirit. This imagery is prevalent in Renaissance art, where doves are shown as accompanying the Virgin Mary or descending upon Jesus during his baptism. The dove's significance is not limited to Christian art; it also permeates Christian theology and worship. The Holy Spirit, often depicted as a dove, is a central element in Christian doctrine,
symbolizing divine presence and action in the world. Throughout history, the dove has remained a potent symbol in Christianity, representing peace, divine presence, and the Holy Spirit. Its imagery continues to inspire artistic and literary works, serving as a powerful emblem of spiritual themes. Efforts to locate the Second Wall south of the Holy
Sepulchre Church, which supposedly served as Jerusalem's northern wall during Jesus' time, have been unsuccessful, despite first-century Jewish historian Josephus mentioning it. In 1893, scholars Conrad Schick and Louis-Hugues Vincent believed they had discovered the Second Wall while constructing the Church of the Redeemer, but German
archaeologist Ute Wagner-Lux later determined that this wall was too narrow to be a city wall. The search for the authentic location of Golgotha continues, with some evidence suggesting the Church of the Holy Sepulchre may be outside the elusive Second Wall. Meanwhile, the cross has become Christianity's most popular symbol, but its origins are
complex. Initially, early Christians did not use the cross as an image due to its association with a shameful death. The first public image of Jesus' crucifixion appeared on fifth-century wooden doors in Rome, and it took approximately 400 years for the cross to become an accepted symbol. In ancient Rome, the word "cross" was considered offensive,
and classical texts used it in curses. However, over time, the cross evolved into a powerful symbol of Christianity, transcending its original negative connotations. The history of the cross is intertwined with the story of Jesus' crucifixion and the Roman Empire's use of crucifixion as a penalty and deterrent. Despite its origins, the cross has become an
enduring and ubiquitous symbol of Christian faith. The Roman practice of crucifixion was a gruesome and humiliating form of execution, where slaves on the Appian Way were displayed as an example to others. The victims were fastened to crosses with ropes or nails, often with their feet nailed separately, and left to die from exposure. According to
St. Augustine, the purpose of crucifixion was to inflict maximum pain while prolonging death, typically by torturing the victim beforehand. Recent studies suggest that the cause of death was not asphyxia as previously thought, but rather a variety of physiological factors. The soldiers and people in the crowd mocked Jesus as he hung on the cross,
saying "Save yourself, and come down from the cross!" This sarcastic insult may reflect the attitude of Jewish and Greco-Roman audiences who were unfamiliar with the concept of a crucified messiah. Despite its negative connotation, Paul repeatedly used the word "cross" in his letters to emphasize Jesus's selflessness and love for humanity. By the
end of the first century, some Christians already viewed the cross as a significant symbol, possibly referring to it as a Christological identity marker. In the second and third centuries, Greek and Roman elites continued to criticize Christians for their veneration of the crucified Jesus, with the most explicit criticism coming from Celsus. The so-called
Alexamenos graffito discovered in Rome depicts a slave mocking another for worshiping the crucified Jesus, highlighting the sarcasm and ridicule with which Christians were viewed by non-believers. The cross was a ubiquitous and complex symbol in the ancient Mediterranean world, embodying both reverence and revulsion. Although it had long
been employed by Jews as a ritual object (1), its adoption into Christian iconography remains an important development that solidified its role as the preeminent symbol of Christianity. ###ARTICLEThe history of crucifixion is a gruesome and complex topic that has been debated by scholars for centuries. Recent analysis of the remains of a young
man crucified in the first century A.D. has shed new light on the methods used by the Romans to carry out this form of execution. The discovery of a heel bone pierced by a large nail, which was previously thought to be evidence of Roman crucifixion methods, has been challenged by two investigators who argue that the victim's legs were tied to the
crossbeam with ropes and his arms were not nailed to the cross. The original theory, proposed by Vassilios Tzaferis and Nico Haas, suggested that the victim's legs were in a contorted position, with one leg bent at an angle of about 90 degrees, while the other leg was straight. This theory was based on the analysis of the heel bone, which showed
signs of being pierced by two nails, one for each leg. However, Joseph Zias and Eliezer Sekeles, who reexamined the remains, found that the evidence did not support this theory. They concluded that the victim's legs straddled the cross, with his arms tied to the crossbeam with ropes, rather than being nailed to the cross. The new analysis also
suggests that crucifixion was a more complex and nuanced process than previously thought. The Romans used a variety of methods, including carrying the condemned person only the crossbar, which would have made it difficult for them to hold onto anything else. This theory is supported by literary sources, which describe the execution as involving
death by asphyxiation rather than nail piercing. The study has significant implications for our understanding of the history of crucifixion and its role in ancient Roman society. It also highlights the importance of ongoing research and analysis in the field of biblical archaeology. The method of attachment to the cross during crucifixion has been a
subject of debate among historians. According to literary sources, those condemned to crucifixion never carried the complete cross, with only the crossbar being transported, whereas the upright was set in place permanently for subsequent executions. The scarcity of wood in Jerusalem during the first century A.D. is believed to have influenced this
practice. As suggested by Zias and Sekeles, it is likely that the crossbar as well as the upright were used repeatedly, which may have led to the lack of traumatic injury to the forearm and metacarpals of the hand. Instead, ropes were used to secure the condemned person to the cross, with their legs straddling the vertical shaft. The plaque or plate
under the head of the nail was intended to prevent the condemned man from pulling his feet free. As Haas correctly suggested, the nail probably hit a knot which bent the nail, but further damage to the heel bone was avoided due to the reluctance to inflict further harm. Death by crucifixion was ultimately caused by asphyxiation, resulting from the
inability to continue breathing properly. The manner of death was not affected by whether the arms were tied or nailed to the cross. The history of crucifixion stretches back thousands of years, with evidence of the practice found in Assyrian, Phoenician, and Persian cultures as far back as the first millennium BC. However, the most detailed accounts
of crucifixion methods come from ancient Roman sources. In Jerusalem, archaeologists discovered a tomb containing the remains of a man named Yehohanan, who was likely crucified during the Roman period. The bones found in the tomb revealed signs of brutal treatment, including nails pierced through his feet and legs, and fractures consistent
with a crushing blow meant to end his suffering. The discovery of Yehohanan's remains has shed new light on Roman crucifixion methods, which were initially used as a punishment and humiliation, but later evolved into a means of executing foreign captives, rebels, and fugitives. During times of war or rebellion, crucifixions could number in the
hundreds or thousands. Yehohanan was probably a political dissident against Roman oppression, and his bones have helped fill in gaps in the history of crucifixion. The study of Yehohanan's remains has provided valuable insights into the brutal reality of Roman crucifixion methods, which were often accompanied by prolonged suffering and agony. In
two chambers of the ancient Tomb 1 at Giv‘at ha Mivtar, archaeologists found a total of 12 loculi, or burial niches, used to entomb human remains. Loculus one contained a stone slab that blocked access to lower chamber B, indicating a clever engineering solution. Chamber A had four loculi, while chamber B boasted eight, with two on each side.
Notably, the upper two loculi in chamber B were carved into the wall beneath the floor of chamber A, showcasing innovative architecture. Crucifixion was employed in varying frequencies across ancient civilizations, particularly among Greeks on the mainland, Sicilians, and Italians, whereas it became more prevalent among the Hellenized east
population after Alexander's death in 323 B.C. The practice remained anathema amongst Jews, who instead relied on stoning as their traditional method of execution. Nonetheless, crucifixion was occasionally utilized by Jewish tyrants during the Hasmonean period. According to Josephus, a notable instance involved Alexander Jannaeus, who crucified
800 Jews on a single day during the revolt against the census of 7 A.D. The Romans later adopted crucifixion as an official punishment for non-Romans in limited transgressions. Initially, crucifixion was used only as a form of punishment and not as a means of execution. However, this eventually evolved into the latter, especially during times of war
and rebellion. Roman soldiers would frequently construct crosses haphazardly and execute prisoners with little attention to detail. Crucifixions were typically carried out according to specific rules in peacetime by authorized officials but could occur more sporadically in wartime. The Roman procurators possessed sole authority over imposing the
death penalty outside of Italy, whereas local provincial courts required their consent to execute a defendant. Following conviction, the execution process began with scourging, followed by the application of a titulus bearing the defendant's name and crime. The victim was then tied to a crossbeam and forced to march to the execution site, where a
vertical stake would be fixed into the ground. Crucifixion proved fatal in an unusually short period of time, typically within 2-3 hours, as the victim would succumb to muscular spasms and asphyxia. To prolong agony, Roman executioners devised instruments such as sedilia and suppedanea, which provided limited support for the victim's body. the nail
which penetrated his heel bones was the most dramatic evidence that this young man was crucified was the nail which penetrated his heel bones. But for this nail, we might never have discovered that the young man had died in this way. The nail was preserved only because it hit a hard knot when it was pounded into the olive wood upright of the
cross. The olive wood knot was so hard that, as the blows on the nail became heavier, the end of the nail bent and curled. We found a bit of the olive wood (between 1 and 2 cm) on the tip of the nail. This wood had probably been forced out of the knot where the curled nail hooked into it. When it came time for the dead victim to be removed from the
cross, the executioners could not pull out this nail, bent as it was within the cross. The only way to remove the body was to take an ax or hatchet and amputate the feet. Thereafter, the feet, the nail and a plaque of wood that had been fastened between the head of the nail and the feet remained attached to one another as we found them in Ossuary No.
4. Under the head of the nail, the osteological investigators found the remains of this wooden plaque, made of either acacia or pistacia wood. The wood attached to the curled end of the nail that had penetrated the upright of the cross was, by contrast, olive wood. At first the investigators thought that the bony material penetrated by the nail was only
the right heel bone (calcaneum). This assumption initially led them to a mistaken conclusion regarding the victim’s position on the cross. Further investigation disclosed, however, that the nail had penetrated both heel bones. The left ankle bone (sustentaculum tali) was found still attached to the bone mass adjacent to the right ankle bone, which was
itself attached to the right heel bone. When first discovered, the two heel bones appeared to be two formless, unequal bony bulges surrounding an iron nail, coated by a thick calcareous crust. But painstaking investigation gradually disclosed the makeup of the bony mass. ###ARTICLEThe man's facial skeleton showed signs of prenatal anomalies, but
his overall appearance was mild-featured. His nose was curved, and his chin was robust. The shape of the face was triangular, tapering below eye level. The nasal bones were large and coarse in the lower part. His body was proportionate and graceful, particularly in motion. However, we cannot know much about his life. He came from a comfortable
family that participated in Herod's Temple rebuilding project. An ossuary inscribed "Simon, builder of the Temple" suggests he may have been a master mason or engineer. Eight ossuaries containing 17 family members were found in the same tomb. This indicates the family was wealthy enough to afford high-quality limestone ossuaries for secondary
burials. The man's remains reveal the cruel manner of his death by crucifixion. The position of the bones and nails attached to the cross indicate that the legs were bent, with a small sedile supporting only the left buttock. The evidence suggests the victim was not fastened tightly to the cross, but rather had some movement. The discovery of
Yehohanan, son of Hagakol, on an ossuary from Jerusalem offers valuable insights into the life and death of a first-century Jew who may have been crucified for anti-Roman activities. The name etched onto the stone box reveals that he was likely executed around 60-70 AD. Scratched multiple times on the side of the ossuary, his name stands out as a
poignant reminder of the family's efforts to honor and remember their loved one. The ossuary itself provides a window into the daily life and traditions of ancient Jewish families. The fact that Yehohanan's father's name is unclear, but possibly linked to Ezekiel, underscores the complexities of Hebrew naming conventions during this period. Vassilios
Tzaferis' research highlights the significance of examining archaeological findings in conjunction with historical records. The history of crucifixion itself remains shrouded in mystery, despite being abolished by Emperor Constantine around 300 AD. Ancient texts like Diodorus Siculus and Josephus offer glimpses into the practice's complexities. The
ritual of crucifixion involved multiple stages, including the removal of the body after a post-mortem blow to confirm death. Dr. Nico Haas' study of Yehohanan's skeletal remains provides tangible evidence for anthropologists. Meanwhile, early Christian depictions of the crucifixion were relatively rare until the late fifth or early sixth centuries AD. The
discovery of such ossuaries helps fill in gaps about Jewish practices during this time period.
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