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No	matter	the	brand,	a	pool	pump	will	eventually	encounter	issues	due	to	heat,	vibration,	and	moisture.	As	daily	use	increases,	these	factors	combine	to	cause	problems	that	need	troubleshooting.	This	is	why	pump	warranties	are	crucial	when	purchasing	a	pool	pump.	When	flipping	the	switch,	silence	greets	you	instead	of	the	expected	roar.	Check	the
breakers	first,	as	they	may	have	tripped	during	the	night	or	cleaning	schedule.	Verify	the	timers	are	set	correctly	and	ensure	you're	within	operating	hours.	Inspect	the	wiring,	as	rodents	often	chew	on	wires;	turn	off	the	breaker	before	checking	electrical	connections.	A	humming	pool	pump	is	usually	a	sign	of	an	overload	in	the	electrical	system	or	a
failing	capacitor.	If	recently	installed,	this	may	indicate	a	voltage	problem;	it's	recommended	to	consult	a	licensed	electrician.	For	an	established	pump,	it	might	be	a	loose	connection	or	a	failing	motor	component.	Tightening	wires	or	checking	for	capacitor	failures	can	resolve	issues.	If	your	pump	shuts	off	while	in	use,	check	the	motor	first,	being
cautious	of	its	high	temperature.	This	could	be	caused	by	overheating	and	the	pump's	thermal	overload	protecting	the	motor	from	overloading.	For	a	solution,	refer	to	our	section	on	an	overheating	pool	pump.	Another	reason	for	random	shutdowns	is	using	a	dedicated	switch	or	timer	instead	of	a	circuit	breaker	switch.	If	this	is	the	case,	consider
installing	an	on-off	switch;	it	may	resolve	the	issue.	The	sound	of	your	pool	pump	has	become	familiar,	but	any	unusual	humming	noise	can	be	a	concern.	Two	main	reasons	may	cause	this	issue:	a	clogged	impeller	or	a	capacitor	problem.	A	clogged	impeller	is	usually	easy	to	fix	by	cleaning	out	debris	with	a	wire;	however,	if	the	impeller	is	not	clogged,
it	could	indicate	a	capacitor	failure,	which	affects	the	pump's	ability	to	start	properly.	Pool	owners	often	experience	loud	noises	from	their	pumps,	such	as	roaring	sounds	due	to	water	shortages	or	pulsing/surge	issues	related	to	impeller	problems.	A	screeching	sound	typically	indicates	a	bearing	and	shaft	seal	issue,	requiring	replacement	of	these
parts.	Vibration	is	normal	but	may	become	noticeable	if	the	pump's	base	is	uneven	or	bearings	are	worn	out,	necessitating	adjustments	or	replacements.	Excessive	air	intake	can	lead	to	vibrations	in	your	pool	pump,	causing	damage	to	not	only	the	pump	itself	but	also	attached	plumbing	components.	It	is	crucial	to	minimize	these	vibrations	as	much	as
possible.	Vibrations	can	cause	couplings	to	loosen	and	affect	other	system	components.	To	identify	flow	problems,	it's	essential	to	know	how	to	check	for	air	intake	issues.	If	you're	experiencing	low	water	flow	from	your	pool	pump,	start	by	checking	the	previous	section	for	potential	solutions.	If	those	don't	work,	it's	time	to	inspect	the	pressure-side	of
the	pump	for	any	blockages.	A	common	cause	of	low	water	flow	is	dirty	filters,	which	can	be	easily	cleaned	by	backwashing	your	sand	filter	or	hosing	out	your	filter	cartridge.	Pressure-side	leaks	are	another	possible	culprit,	with	visible	leaks	being	easier	to	fix	than	underground	ones,	which	may	require	professional	help.	Failing	to	address	these
issues	can	lead	to	cavitation,	surge,	and	even	motor	burnout.	Priming	your	pool	pump	is	a	simple	fix	for	low	water	flow,	but	if	the	problem	persists,	check	your	pump	lid's	o-ring	for	debris	or	damage.	Other	symptoms	to	watch	out	for	include	random	loss	of	prime,	which	can	indicate	a	leak	or	blockage	on	the	suction	side.	Ensure	your	pool	lines	are
clear,	pump	lid	o-rings	are	intact,	and	water	levels	are	adequate.	Additionally,	monitor	your	pump's	temperature,	as	excessive	heat	can	be	a	sign	of	poor	air	circulation	or	direct	exposure	to	sunlight.	Check	the	area	around	your	pump	for	obstructions	and	ensure	sufficient	airflow	to	prevent	overheating.	It	seems	the	sun	doesn't	care	about	our	advice.
Be	aware	that	direct	sunlight	can	raise	surface	temperatures	by	20	to	30	degrees	Celsius.	This	heat	combines	with	motor-generated	heat,	making	it	a	recipe	for	disaster.	Consider	placing	your	pump	in	a	shaded	area	or	adding	a	sun	shade;	just	ensure	the	shade	is	far	enough	away	to	allow	proper	airflow.	Pressure	and	suction	issues	-	We've	discussed
this	topic	before,	but	blockages	or	leaks	on	both	ends	will	put	extra	strain	on	your	pool	pump!	If	you	notice	an	overheating	issue,	it	could	be	due	to	a	blockage	or	leak	somewhere.	Corrosion	of	internal	components	-	A	well-maintained	machine	like	your	pool	pump	has	bearings	that	can	corrode	over	time,	causing	friction	and	heat	buildup.	If	you've	ruled
out	other	issues,	check	your	bearings;	if	necessary,	refer	to	our	guide	on	replacing	them.	Keep	in	mind	that	water	leaks	from	the	pump	itself	are	a	major	concern.	The	most	common	leak	is	at	the	connection	point	between	the	pump	body	and	motor,	indicating	a	mechanical	seal	failure.	Replace	the	seal	immediately	if	you	notice	any	leaks.	A	pool	pump
should	last	7-10	years	with	proper	maintenance;	extend	its	lifespan	by	keeping	it	cool,	lubricating	o-rings,	emptying	skimmer	baskets	regularly,	backwashing	filters,	and	addressing	any	unusual	noises	or	feelings	promptly.	Ignore	these	issues	at	your	own	risk	-	small	problems	can	lead	to	bigger	ones	if	left	unchecked!	Failure	or	a	motor	burnout	can	be
prevented	by	considering	the	age	of	your	pool	pump.	If	your	pump	is	over	five	years	old	and	starts	showing	problems,	it	may	be	time	to	consider	replacing	it	with	a	newer,	energy-efficient	model.	As	parts	degrade	over	time,	other	components	will	eventually	fail	as	well,	so	it's	better	to	catch	this	early	on.	Additionally,	checking	the	condition	of	other
components	can	help	you	troubleshoot	common	issues.	For	example,	inspecting	the	pump	lid	can	reveal	signs	of	an	air	leak	or	filter	system	problems.	Similarly,	examining	the	strainer	housing	and	drain	plug	can	indicate	potential	blockages	or	worn-out	seals.	If	your	pool	pump	won't	turn	on	or	is	shutting	off	unexpectedly,	it	may	be	due	to	an	electrical
issue.	Checking	your	breaker	box	and	connections	can	help	identify	the	problem.	On	the	other	hand,	if	the	pump	turns	on	but	has	low	water	flow	or	a	humming	noise,	it	could	indicate	a	priming	issue	or	dirty	filter.	In	some	cases,	troubleshooting	the	pool	pump	requires	taking	apart	the	system,	which	may	be	beyond	your	DIY	skills.	In	such	instances,
consulting	a	professional	is	recommended	to	avoid	further	damage	and	ensure	safety.	Check	your	swimming	pool's	water	level	and	skimmer	basket	for	debris	to	ensure	proper	pump	function.	If	your	pool	pump	is	leaking,	inspect	o-rings,	thread	sealant,	and	shaft	seals.	Replace	worn-out	o-rings	and	apply	lube	for	a	tighter	seal.	If	the	pump	sucks	in	air,
check	for	loose	lids,	cracks,	faulty	sealants,	or	leaks.	Use	shaving	cream	to	detect	air	leaks	and	replace	affected	parts.	A	noisy	motor	might	need	improved	water	flow	or	bear	replacement.	Clean	filters	and	pump	baskets	if	they're	clogged.	For	a	humming	pump	that	won't	start,	inspect	the	impeller	for	debris	and	remove	any	blockages.	If	the	issue
persists,	it	may	be	due	to	a	faulty	capacitor,	switch,	or	rust	buildup	in	the	motor.	Stuck	with	a	dying	pool	pump?	Here	are	three	telltale	signs	it's	time	for	a	replacement.	A	well-maintained	pool	pump	typically	lasts	around	8-10	years,	but	how	can	you	spot	the	warning	signs	of	impending	doom?	1.	Filter	pressure	gauge	consistently	low	-	If	your	filter
gauge	always	shows	lower	readings	than	normal,	check	for	clogged	skimmer	baskets	or	pump	strainers.	But	if	everything	is	clean	and	it	still	happens,	the	impeller	might	be	wearing	out.	2.	Leaks	galore!	If	you've	tried	to	fix	leaks	but	they	persist,	it	could	mean	the	seal	on	the	motor	shaft	has	worn	out.	The	good	news?	This	part	can	be	replaced	cheaply
without	buying	a	new	pump	-	if	you're	willing	to	get	your	hands	dirty.	However,	if	water	keeps	dripping	even	when	the	pump	is	off,	it's	likely	the	seal	has	given	up	the	ghost.	3.	Prime's	always	lost	-	If	you've	troubleshooted	correctly	but	still	struggle	to	keep	the	pump	primed,	warped	parts	or	a	new	pump	might	be	in	order.	In	any	case,	don't	hesitate	to
call	in	a	pro	if	DIY	fixes	aren't	working	out.	In	the	end,	low	filter	pressure,	constant	leaks,	and	lost	prime	are	all	signs	that	your	pool	pump	is	on	its	last	legs.	Time	for	a	replacement?

Pool	pump	won't	turn	off.	Why	does	my	pool	pump	keep	shutting	off.	Pool	pump	turning	on	and	off.	Pump	not	working	on	pool.	Why	is	my	pool	pump	not	turning	off	with	the	timer.


