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A wireless carrier saying it offers 5G is like me saying I have a car. Good for me -- but what make and model is it? Does it run reliably? Can it actually get up to the top speed on the speedometer or will it sputter when I try to merge onto the freeway? And could I have gotten the same performance if I'd paid less for a model without extras like heated
seats and a TruCoat sealant?As you're evaluating carriers, keep the following things in mind. Emergency SOS might be one of the most important features to come out on any phone this year. Know your areaWireless coverage can make or break a plan. If you aren't getting reliably fast connections, or if calls often drop or aren't picked up, then you
could be paying for more than you're getting. Fortunately, most areas of the US are blanketed by some type of cellular coverage, so there aren't as many dead zones as there used to be. (And now satellite service is starting to fill those holes.) The major companies are also putting a lot of money and effort into broadening their coverage.On the other
hand, even in a dense area, one carrier's network may be stronger than another's, or signals could be reduced due to interference. So the best approach is to ask friends or family members which services they use and if the quality is acceptable. You can also test-drive services to see how your devices work in your area. (See the FAQ below for more
on how reliable coverage maps can be.)Know your deals and discountsOne other thing to keep in mind: discounts. All the carriers offer additional discounts you could be eligible for, depending on your employer, military status, student status or age.First responders, military members, veterans, nurses and teachers can get discounts on every major
carrier. Verizon has discounts for students, while T-Mobile's Work perk could knock 15% off the monthly price of an Experience More or Experience Beyond plan, with AT&T offering a similar program for itsUnlimited Premium PL plan. AT&T also has a promotion for teachers that offers 25% off its latest unlimited plans.If you're 55 or older, you may
also be eligible for a discounted plan: T-Mobile offers discounted plans nationwide for as low as $55 a month for two lines, andVerizon and AT&T offer similar options but only for Florida residents.It's also worth noting that on their websites, some carriers sometimes advertise different rates geared toward switchers, for example if you bring your own
phone (not trade in and finance a new one on an installment plan). Our recommendations reflect the actual rate outside of these very specific promotions.These are the 11 best unlimited data plans for 2024:These plans are broken down into three categories:Best value unlimited plansBest unlimited plans with priority dataBest unlimited plans from the
big carriersAll of these plans will work with your current phone.They will give you the same or better coverage than you have right now.And they will save you money on your monthly cell phone bill.But really quickly, before we dive in to the best unlimited data plans for 2024, there are two things you need to do first:Check how much data you actually
needCheck what carrier has the best coverage in your areaAlso, if you're a video person, check out my video on the best unlimited data plans for 2024 below:Check how much data do you actually needA lot of people feel they need an unlimited data plan.And some of them absolutely do. They are on social media, streaming videos and music, sharing
special moments, FaceTiming friends, and so much more all over cellular.A lot of us though, well, we dont need unlimited data.Oftentimes we find ourselves connected to Wi-Fi, where our phone usage doesnt count against our cell phone high-speed data allotment.Plus, the fear of overage charges is a thing of the past.Carriers want us to feel afraid of
going over our data limit and being charged exorbitant amounts of money.But, the truth is, that is a thing of the past.There are only four cell phone plans today that I am aware of where you get automatically billed per GB of usage:Thats it.If youre not on one of those four plans, you dont need to worry about overage charges.Instead, all other cell
phone plans today will do one of three things once you exceed your high-speed allotment:They will shut off your dataThey will slow your data speeds down substantially, to between 64Kbps and 1.5 MbpsThey include unlimited high-speed data and you dont need to worryThats it.No exorbitant overage charges.Maybe if youre currently on a legacy
shared data plan from AT&T or Verizon you could still be hit with overage charges for going over your plans allotment of data.But of the plans currently available today, there is nothing to worry about.Why am I making a big deal about this?Because overpaying for high-speed data you dont need is the #1 way cell phone carriers make money off you.I
do not want you to pay for data you do not need.I want you to get an amazingly affordable cell phone plan that fits your needs perfectly, like a new shirt thats been tailored to your exact dimensions, or your favorite pair of shoes that fit snugly and make you feel supported.Finding the perfect plan for your needs will save you hundreds of extra dollars
per year.Money that can go towards that dream vacation, that new phone, the new fly fishing rod, new art supplies, or whatever else you have on your wish list.So now the question:How do you know how much data you need?Easy.You check your cellular data usage in your phones settings.Below is a quick video on how to do this.Trust me, its worth
your time. Checking your actual usage and going from an unlimited plan to a 5GB or 10GB plan can literally save you hundreds of extra dollars per year:If it turns out that you use 35GB or more each month, keep reading. You definitely need an unlimited plan and will want to select from one of the options on this page.If it turns out you use under
35GB per month, then please, do yourself a favor. Check out my articles on the best cell phone plans for 2024 or even the best cheap cell phone plans and save your some money.One more thing before we dive in to the best unlimited data plans:Making sure you get the same or better coverage than you have right now.Find the carrier with the best
coverage in your areaTheres no point in switching cell phone carriers if you dont get good coverage, right?Nothing is worse than dropped calls, weak reception, or having texts not go through.Thankfully, there is a super easy solution to this.Download the free Coverage Map app for iPhone or Android.Go to the Search Tab.Enter your state, city,
county, or ZIP code and hit enter.Youll instantly see the top-ranked carriers in your area.Use the free Coverage Map app to discover which carrier has the best coverage in your areaNote the carriers that rank first and second.There is one super important thing you need to know here:All cell phone carriers will ride on either the AT&T, T-Mobile,
Verizon or Dish Wireless networks for coverage.Yep.Thats right.Even the small prepaid carriers. They will use the big networks to provide coverage.This means you can grab a low-cost cell phone plan from another carrier and enjoy the same coverage you have now.How does this work?It may seem strange, but check out my article on how some cell
phone carriers can be way cheaper than others to get a sense of how the back-end agreements work and why this makes sense for the big carriers (and ultimately makes them more money, which we both know is what they are all about).Based on the carrier that ranks best in your area, you will likely want to find a cell phone plan that rides on that
network for coverage.Alternatively, if youre happy with the coverage and service you have now, simply find a plan that uses the same cellular network as your current carrier for coverage.Okay, I think its time to dive in.You now know if you need an unlimited data plan or not (you use 35GB of data or more per month), and youve checked to see what
carrier has the best service in your area (so you can get the same or better coverage than you have right now).So it is time to cover the 11 best unlimited data plans for 2024.Best Value Unlimited Data Plans for 2024 The four best value unlimited data plans are:Visible BaseUS Mobile Unlimited StarterMetro by T-Mobile Unlimited (New
Customers)Cricket Wireless Unlimited AnnualThey all offer unlimited data for $30 per month or less.1. Visible BaseVisible Base is just $25 per month.It includes all taxes and fees in the price.It gives you unlimited high-speed data, unlimited hotspot data at 5Mbps, 480p streaming, free international texting to Canada and Mexico, and free
international calls to Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and Saipan.If you are okay paying for an annual plan in exchange for extra savings, then you can grab the Visible Base annual plan for just $22.92 per month.See at Visible2. US Mobile Unlimited StarterUS Mobiles plan is also $25 per month.It comes with 35GB of high-
speed data before unlimited data at 1Mbps, 10GB of hotspot data (that pulls from your 35GB high-speed allotment), and 480p video streaming.US Mobiles plan is available on either the Verizon or the T-Mobile network.If you activate on the Verizon network, you will get priority data.Priority data gives you slightly faster speeds during times when the
Verizon network is busy.From my testing, this was the difference between getting 0.20 Mbps and 7 Mbps outside Costco on a Saturday at 2pm. That said, when I went back to Costco at 5:30am the next day, both prioritized and deprioritized Verizon plans got 200Mbps.Having priority data on Verizon makes the most difference when youre in a
crowded area thats LTE only. If you have 5G or the network is not crowded, then I dont think youll notice a difference between priority data or deprioritized data.US Mobile also offers an annual version of the Unlimited Starter plan.In addition to dropping the price to $22.50 per month (taxes and fees included), the annual version of the plan also
includes free international calls to 200+ destinations and 1GB of free international data.If you opt for the monthly plan, then the international calling add-on is $3 extra per month and the international data is $15 extra per month.It is also worth noting that US Mobile recently launched their new Teleportal feature. The Teleportal feature lets you
internally transfer your phone number between US Mobile's available networks, the Verizon network and the T-Mobile network.This can be helpful if you move to a new location where one network is better than the other.Your first two teleports are free. Each one after that is $2.See at US Mobile3. Metro by T-Mobile Unlimited (New Customers)If you
want truly unlimited data on the T-Mobile network, youll want to check out Metros plan.Metros plan gives you unlimited high-speed data for just $25 per month (taxes and fees included).The downsides are that there is no hotspot data, and this plan is only available to new customers who bring their own device.See at Metro by T-Mobile4. Cricket
Unlimited AnnualThe best value unlimited plan on the AT&T network is Crickets unlimited annual plan. This costs $300 up front, and it gives you unlimited high speed data on AT&T.You also get international texting to 37 countries and free roaming in Canada and Mexico.The downsides to this plan are that it is an annual commitment, and there is no
hotspot data.See at CricketHow to Get 4K Video Streaming on ANY Cell Phone PlanOne thing you may have noticed about the best value unlimited plans is that all of them limit their video streaming quality to 480p.(In fact, a lot of other plans do this, too).This may be a downside if you enjoy watching a lot of video content on your phone.Thankfully, I
have good news for you.It turns out you can get around the 480p video streaming limit and enable full 4K video streaming on any cell phone plan simply by using a VPN.I made a full video tutorial on how to do this and why it works:I signed up and pay for Surfshark VPN.Is it the best?Heck, I have no idea. I am a cell phone plan expert, not a VPN
expert.But it works for me and it is affordable. It cost me under $3 per month.If youre interested, you can check out Surfshark VPN and grab 24 months of service for just $2.19 per month. Looks like they are even offering a promo right now where you get 3 extra months of service for free.You can currently get 3 extra months free with Surfshark's
latest promotionCheck out Surfshark VPN here. And, of course, you are welcome to use any other VPN you prefer, because all will work for enabling 4K video streaming!Best Priority Data Unlimited Data PlansNext up we have the best priority data unlimited plans.These plans include a certain allotment of priority data.Priority data puts your
connection ahead of others on the cellular network. It gives you slightly faster data speeds during times when the cellular networks are busy.Before we dive into the plans, I want to emphasize that I believe priority data matters most on Verizon LTE, and I do not believe it matters as much or at all on T-Mobile or AT&T.Why is this?This is because
Verizons LTE network, I find, tends to be the most contested. When you have a lot of people all using the cellular network at the same time, having (or not having) priority data can make a larger difference on your cellular performance.T-Mobile and AT&Ts networks, meanwhile, I find to have exceptional capacity.Of my decade of testing out and
reviewing cell phone plans, I do not feel I have ever noticed being deprioritized on T-Mobile or AT&T. The networks typically have enough capacity to handle the data throughput of all cellular connections at the same time.So, to be candid, I wouldnt worry about priority data if you are going to sign up for a plan on T-Mobile or AT&T.I would only think
about priority data if youre considering a plan from Verizon and you live in an area that does not have Verizons 5G Ultra Wideband network.The four best plans with priority data and hotspot data are:Visible+T-Mobile Prepaid Unlimited PlusCricket UnlimitedAT&T Prepaid Unlimited MAXS5. Visible+Visibles plan is the best overall value here.It is the
#1 plan I recommend to anyone who is looking for a premium network experience.The Visible+ plan is just $45 per month, and it includes 50GB of priority data when youre connected to LTE or 5G Nationwide and unlimited priority data when youre connected to 5G Ultra Wideband.You also get unlimited hotspot data at 10Mbps, international texting
to over 200 countries, free international calls to over 30 countries, free roaming in Canada and Mexico with 2GB of high-speed data per day, and one free international day per month.As a bonus, Visible+ includes a free smartwatch line as well.Visible+ is the most affordable plan with priority data, and it is the most feature packed.That is why its my
#1 overall pick.Plus, you have the option for the Visible+ annual plan, which drops the price down to $32.92 per month.That is a good deal.I would only consider the other options if the Verizon network is not as good in your particular area.See at Visible6. T-Mobile Prepaid Unlimited PlusThe best plan with priority data on the T-Mobile network is T-
Mobile Prepaid Unlimited Plus.Its $60 per month and includes unlimited high-speed data, 10GB of hotspot data, and 720p video streaming.Your first 50GB on T-Mobile Prepaid Unlimited Plus are priority data, and then after that you get unlimited data that is deprioritized.Again, I dont think priority matters much on T-Mobile, but it's worth
understanding how the plan works.Add-ons are available for international texting and calling.See at T-Mobile Prepaid7. Cricket UnlimitedCrickets Unlimited plan is listed for $60 per month on the Cricket website, but the plan is eligible for a $5 auto-pay discount, which knocks the price down to $55 per month.All taxes and fees are included in the
price.Crickets plan includes unlimited priority data, 15GB of hotspot data, 480p video streaming, international texting to 37 countries, and unlimited high-speed data roaming in Canada and Mexico.See at Cricket8. AT&T Prepaid Unlimited MAXThe second great option that uses AT&T for coverage is the AT&T Prepaid Unlimited MAX plan.It costs $55
per month. AT&T Prepaid Unlimited MAX includes unlimited high-speed data with your first 50GB being priority data, 25GB of hotspot data, 4K video streaming, free international texting to 230 countries, and 25GB of high-speed data roaming in Canada and Mexico.Its a great plan.The one downside is taxes and fees are extra, so youre likely looking at
closer to $60 per month for AT&Ts plan versus $55 on Cricket. (My total in Longmont, CO comes to $61.12 for AT&T Prepaid Unlimited MAX).Between AT&T Prepaid and Cricket, Id probably go with Cricket for the better app experience, the option to add an Apple Watch line if you wanted, and an overall cheaper price.See at AT&T PrepaidBest
Unlimited Data Plans from the Big CarriersWhat if you want an unlimited plan from one of the big carriers?Ive got you covered.The three best options for unlimited data plans from the big carriers are:AT&T Unlimited Starter SLT-Mobile Go5G PlusVerizon Unlimited Ultimate9. AT&T Unlimited Starter SLAT&T Unlimited Starter SL is $66 per month
for unlimited deprioritized data, 5GB of hotspot, free international texting, and unlimited data roaming in Canada and Mexico.You may be wondering, why is he recommending AT&Ts entry-level plan with deprioritized data, when we just saw you can get unlimited priority data for less on Cricket?Great question.I am glad you asked.Two big
reasons.One: as [ mentioned earlier, I do not feel priority data matters as much (if at all) on the AT&T network. So youre less likely to notice potentially slower speeds with the deprioritized data on AT&T Unlimited Starter SL.Two (and this is the big one): even though Unlimited Starter SL is AT&Ts cheapest plan, it is still eligible for AT&Ts best
device promos. That means up to $1,000 off the iPhone 15 Pro Max at the time of writing this article. When you combine the cost of the plan plus the discount on the phone, AT&T Unlimited Starter SL is easily the most affordable and saves you between $84 and $348 per year compared to the other options.It comes with all the features you need at a
great price.What more could you ask for?See at AT&T10. T-Mobile Go5G PlusNext is T-Mobile Go5G Plus.If youre going to go with a plan from T-Mobile directly, this is the plan you want.Go 5G Plus is expensive at $90 per month, but I feel it is worth it. You get unlimited priority data, 50GB of hotspot data, 4K video streaming, free international
texting, 15GB of high-speed data roaming in Canada and Mexico, and 5GB of free data roaming in over 215 supported international destinations.International calls are billed at $0.25 per minute.What makes this plan great, in my opinion, is that it is eligible for T-Mobiles best device deals.This means that you can get a free phone every 2 years with a
trade-in.And when you do the math out, getting a free phone every 2 years makes Go5G Plus actually more affordable than the regular Go5G plan:I think Go5G Plus is the best balance of price, features, and premium experience from T-Mobile.Thats why I recommend it.See at T-Mobilel1. Verizon Unlimited UltimateOn the Verizon network, the best
option is Verizon Unlimited Ultimate.This is also an expensive $90 per month.Verizon Unlimited Ultimate includes unlimited priority data, an impressive 60GB of hotspot data, 1080p streaming, free international texting, free roaming in Canada and Mexico with 2GB of high-speed data per day, and 10GB of free data roaming in 208 supported
destinations.Similar to Go5G Plus, Verizon Unlimited Ultimate is eligible for Verizons best device deals.When you do the math out, Verizon Unlimited Ultimate ends up costing less than Verizon Unlimited Plus:If youre going to go with a plan from Verizon directly, I think Unlimited Ultimate is your best choice.See at VerizonPlease share this article
with one friendIf you enjoyed this article, please do me a favor and share it with one friend.My name is Stetson and my goal is to help 1 million people save $10 per month or more on their cell phone bill.I hope you found this article helpful and are able to do just that.If you're researching the best unlimited data plans on the market then our list of
recommended carriers could be just what you need to find the right one for you. There are, of course, many excellent options on the market right now but we've narrowed it right down to the five carriers we think you should consider, factoring in coverage, speeds, perks, and price. Subsequently, our list of the best unlimited data plans should cover
most bases and give you plenty of options regardless of what you're looking for.As you'd expect, there's no one-size-fits-all best unlimited data plan out there as requirements can differ drastically from user to user. That said, we've got options here for single-line users, families, and those on a budget - like really, really on a budget.Because of these
differing requirements, our best unlimited data plans list factors in options from both the big 'postpaid' carriers and the smaller 'prepaid' carriers. In a nutshell, if you're looking for perks, prioritized data, and don't mind spending a little more then you'll want to check out the bigger carriers like Verizon, AT&T, and T-Mobile. If you're willing to forgo a
few creature comforts, however, up-and-coming prepaid carriers like Mint Mobile and Visible are particularly great value right now.If you've already got an idea of what type of plan you'd like, feel free to use the jumper links provided to skip right ahead. Otherwise, we'll begin with a quick overview of our choices for the best unlimited data plans at
the top of the page.At the bottom of the page, you'll also find some handy tips on saving cash as well as the basics on what these plans offer and advice on how to decide which is for you. If you'd like to see what other types of plans there are this week, then head on over to our main best cell phone plans for plenty more options.best unlimited data
plans: top picksThe Best unlimited data plans this month(Image credit: Verizon)Pricing: $65/mo (Taxes not included) | Data options: Unlimited | Talk & Text: Unlimited | Perks: 5G, Disney+, Walmart+, Apple One (all optional) | Hotspot: 30GB (at 5G), Unlimited (at 3G) | Network: VerizonUnlimited 5G wideband dataGreat starting priceExcellent
optional perksPerk costs can add upWhile Verizon isn't known for its cheap plans, the carrier's Unlimited Plus plan offers a flexible option for data-hungry users. For a baseline price of $65 per month for a single line, the Unlimited Plus Plan includes all-you-can-eat data on the quickest 5G network possible, a generous 30GB of hotspot data, and access
to enhanced BOYD savings and deals on new devices.By itself, the Unlimited Plus plan offers a great starting point for a decent and relatively cost-effective unlimited data plan. You can, however, add on any number of additional perks thanks to the carrier's new 'myPlan' system, which is a new way of handling unlimited data plans at Verizon for
2023.0ptional perks include the Disney+ bundle, Walmart+ membership, a 3-day TravelPass, and 2TB of cloud storage - all of which will incur an extra cost of $10 per month each. As of writing, there are about ten separate perks to choose from and Verizon has announced plans to add more. Overall, it's a pretty flexible system and works well since
Verizon's plans like the Unlimited Plus plan are relatively reasonably priced at a baseline level.By comparison, the other carriers tend to 'bake-in' their perks for their unlimited data plans. T-Mobile's equivalent Go5G plan (at $75/mo) includes a free Netflix subscription and access to the excellent 'New in Two' bi-yearly upgrade scheme but comes at a
higher base-line cost. AT&T's mid-range Unlimited Extra plan (at $75/mo) offers a competitive price but only includes 15GB of mobile hotspot allowance.Read more in our guide to the best Verizon wireless plans.(Image credit: visible)Pricing: $25/mo | Data options: Unlimited | Talk & Text: Unlimited | Perks: 5G, free calls to Can & Mex | Hotspot:
Unlimited (at 5Mpbs) | Network: VerizonGreat coverageUnlimited mobile hotspottingRecently discounted to $25/moSubject to deprioritizationVisible has been our top choice for best unlimited data plan for those on a budget since the inception of this guide - and we don't see that changing soon. The carrier has just cut the monthly price of its basic
(or standard) Visible plan from $30 to $25, which is absolutely wild value when you consider you get all-you-can-eat unlimited data on the larger Verizon 5G network, unlimited mobile hot-spotting, and no hidden data caps.All-in-all, the standard Visible Wireless plan is in the sweet spot if you're on a budget but as with nearly all prepaid plans, it's
worth noting that it's subject to deprioritization if the local area is busy. Depending on your location, you may not be able to make the most of those 5G data speeds - and your mobile hot spot will also cap out at 5Mbps, which is relatively slow by modern standards.Those in need of priority data can consider the Visible Plus plan, which is a relatively
new addition to the carrier's plan lineup. At $40 per month, this one is significantly more expensive but comes complete with 50GB of priority data on the Verizon Wideband 5G network, which means it essentially resembles a Verizon unlimited data plan minus the streaming perks and various device deals (but is still way cheaper).Read more about
this carrier in our Visible wireless plans guide.(Image credit: Mint Mobile)Pricing: $30/mo | Data options: Unlimited | Talk & Text: Unlimited | Perks: 5G, free calls to Can & Mex | Hotspot: 10GB (at 5G) | Network: T-MobileNo bills once you've bought your dataHave to buy data upfrontSpeed caps after 45GBDeprioritizationMint Mobile is a popular
prepaid carrier right now and it's easy to see why. The carrier operates a number of cost-effective plans around half the price of what you'd usually pay at one of the major operators - and that includes an unlimited plan.At $30 per month, Mint Mobile's unlimited plan is up there with the cheapest plans on the market right now. Depending on what
Mint Mobile deals are currently available, you may even be able to secure a plan for as cheap, if not cheaper, than Visible's basic unlimited plan, too.Mint Mobile has recently removed the strict 45GB data cap that was in place with its unlimited plan for a more consumer-friendly 'soft cap' that only sees your data slowed down when you exceed 35GB
of usage and the local area is busy. Since your plan will go back to unimpeded speed once the area clears up, Mint's unlimited plan is much easier to recommend now for data-heavy users.Overall, Mint Mobile is a strong contender for best cheap unlimited data plan but the carrier's pricing system does mean that you'll need to commit to a full year of
service to get the cheapest average rate. To get the best out of Mint, you'll need to pay for a full year - which can incur a relatively steep upfront price. If you can deal with that, however, then Mint is a fantastic alternative to the likes of T-Mobile or Visible.Read more in our guide to this month's best Mint Mobile plans.(Image credit: T-Mobile)Pricing:
$155/mo (4-lines) | Data options: Unlimited | Talk & Text: Unlimited | Perks: 5G, free calls to Can & Mex | Hotspot: 15GB (at 5G), Unlimited (at 3G) | Network: T-MobileNetflix included100GB of priority dataStandard definition streamingSmall 5G hotspot allowanceT-Mobile's always been a great choice for families thanks to its 'get-a-third-line' free
deal - a perk that's been offered for a few years now and has been carried over to its new 'Go5G' plans for 2023. If you're looking for a sensibly priced multiple-line plan for your family, then the mid-tier Go5G plan is a good place to start.While it's a little pricier than the 'Magenta' plan that it's recently replaced but you're still getting 100GB of priority
5G data, a free Netflix Basic subscription (standard definition, 1 screen), and unlimited data hotspotting - albeit at 3G speeds only after you've used your first 5GB of 5G data. Those are great perks, although the main selling point here is definitely that incredibly competitive pricing for the T-Mobile Magenta plan after three or more lines are added.At
just $38 per line at four users ($155), the Go5G plan comes in at around $5 cheaper than the equivalent plans from AT&T and Verizon while offering a good selection of perks(Image credit: AT&T)Pricing: $85/mo | Data options: Unlimited | Talk & Text: Unlimited | Perks: 5G, free calls to Can & Mex | Hotspot: 50GB (at 5G), Unlimited (at 3G) | Network:
AT&T4K UHD StreamingUnlimited priority dataDoesn't include streaming subscriptions anymoreComing in at $85 per month makes AT&T's Unlimited Plus plan (previously the Unlimited Elite plan) the most expensive on our list. However, with a hefty 100GB of priority 5G data, 50GB of hotspot allowance, and unlimited 4K UHD streaming it's also
one of the most feature-laden.By far the biggest perk with the Unlimited Plus plan is the high-definition streaming, which makes it a good choice for those who watch a lot of content. One slight bummer with this one is that this plan tier, previously called the Elite plan at AT&T, used to come with a free HBO Max subscription, although that's no longer
available as of early 2023.Because of this, you may prefer to opt for the similar T-Mobile Go5G Plus plan with Netflix ($90/mo), or the Verizon Unlimited Plus plan with a Disney+ addon ($90/mo). Both are also strong choices, although they are a little heavier on the pocket than the equivalent AT&T plan, which offers less perks for a slightly better
monthly cost.Read more in our guide to this month's best AT&T plans.Best unlimited data plans: FAQ(Image credit: Giphy)Best unlimited data plan: deciding whats right for youWhy you can trust TechRadarWe spend hours testing every product or service we review, so you can be sure youre buying the best. Find out more about how we test.When
considering what carrier to go for and which unlimited data plan is best for you, we strongly recommend you first determine what you value the most in the plan - cost, speed, coverage, and perks being the most commonly used criteria.Cost is definitely the easiest criteria to start with - simply determine your upper budget each month and browse
away. Remember, however, to factor in the cost of your handset alongside your plan as that can really depend heavily from carrier to carrier.Most of the bigger prepaid carriers, for example, may offer deals on handsets alongside their unlimited data plans, which could really help you bag a flagship device for cheap if that's important to you. That's
contrasted by the smaller prepaid carriers, which don't tend to offer discounts on devices, instead opting for cheaper monthly rates and flexible 'bring your own device' options.Speed and coverage are two criteria that are going to depend heavily on your locale. Coverage especially should be checked over at the major carrier sites (Verizon, AT&T, T-
Mobile) if you've got your eye on a 5G plan as you might not be covered if you live outside a major city.Speed-wise, all the carriers featured on our best unlimited data plans list feature speedy 5G connections, but as a rule of thumb, the cheaper the plan, the more likely it is to be slowed down during peak traffic hours. This is especially true of prepaid
carriers like Mint Mobile and Visible, which operate as sub-carriers on the various networks.What types of unlimited data plans are there?As with most cell phone plans, the best unlimited data plans fall into two loosely defined groups - postpaid plans and prepaid plans.Postpaid plans are those generally offered by the bigger carriers and more or less
feature lengthy 2-year+ contracts (with credit checks), big or unlimited data allowances, deals on handsets, and bill your account at the end of the month. These are all quite loose criteria, but generally speaking, these are your pricier of the two options but look to offer a more premium service all around.Prepaid plans, on the other hand, are the more
basic option. For a lower monthly price, you'll generally get fewer perks, data allowances, and a service that's liable to caps on speed if the network's busy. If you're more of a light user or on a budget, these are likely your best bet, and they also come with the bonus of generally needing no credit check and simpler pricing schemes.Do I really need an
unlimited data plan?If you're looking to save money on your monthly phone bills, The quickest way to cut down your monthly costs is to forgo an unlimited data plan and go for a more restricted or prepaid plan instead.Most people can check their monthly data usage by accessing their phone's network settings. Here's a quick guide on how to do
that:For iPhone:Open your Settings appTap Cellular menuTap individual apps to see monthly data usageFor Android:Open your Settings appTap 'Connections'Tap 'Data Usage'Checking your data usage directly on your device is especially useful because it will tell you how much of your data has been used via WiFi instead of a cellular connection. If
you can't find the above settings on your device, then most carriers also have data usage reports that can be easily accessed by logging into your account on their sites.If you don't have access to such a tool, we'd generally say, as a rule of thumb, if youre streaming video every day, making regular video calls, or are always on the move and therefore
dont have access to WiFi, then youll probably want an unlimited data plan.Here's a quick overview of common apps average data usage per hour, referencing Whistleout's excellent article.TikTok & Instagram - 800Mb per hourYoutube & Netflix - 300Mb per hourMusic streaming - 150Mb per hourFacebook - 80MbWeb browsing - 60Mbls unlimited
data really unlimited?Hidden in the fine print of most carrier plans are caps on data usage, speeds, or other caveats you should be aware of. Unlimited data plans are no exception to this, despite the namesake.A common usage cap for unlimited data plans, for example, is mobile hotspotting - which carriers love to charge that little bit extra for. You'll
also find soft-caps on data usage each month, where the carrier will look to slow down your speeds after you pass a certain threshold - anywhere from 30GB to 100GB being fairly common.On paper, these data caps can seem like a real bummer, although in reality, not many users are likely to use up to 100GB of data in a month unless they're
constantly streaming high-definition content on their device. However, the mobile hotspotting caps can be more of a restriction since they tend to default to 3G speeds after their allowance is up.What's the cheapest cell phone plan with unlimited everything?Visible is technically the cheapest carrier to offer a truly unlimited plan, with no speed bumps
based on data usage or mobile hotspotting allowance. That said, its mobile hotspot speeds are indeed capped at 5Mps, which is half that of Verizon and AT&T after they cap out, and being a prepaid carrier, it's also subject to deprioritization overall.For more inexpensive options, we recommend checking out our page on this month's best cheap cell
phone plans specifically.Best for budget: Mint Mobile Unlimited The best cheap unlimited plan is Mint Mobile Unlimited. At $15/mo., you get unlimited data on T-Mobiles 4G LTE and 5G networks. Best value (one line): Essentials Saver from T-Mobile If you need one line, T-Mobiles Essentials Saver is a great option at $50/mo. Best value (multiple line):
Unlimited Premium from AT&T AT&Ts Unlimited Premium gets cheaper as you add more lines. Get 5 lines for $46 per line. Best perks: Unlimited Ultimate from Verizon If you want the best perks, any Verizon plan will do, but Unlimited Ultimate offers great value as well as your choice of perks. Picking a phone plan can be overwhelming, especially if
youre trying to choose from many unlimited data plan options. Unlimited plans come with unlimited data, meaning you can use as much as you want without having your data shut off or speeds slowed down. While these plans are advertised as unlimited, be wary of the fine print with mobile carriers. Your connection speed will likely be slowed down
during times of congestion or you could have a cap on the data you get at a certain speed. So, while you technically dont have a data cap, your speed could be throttled after surpassing a certain data threshold. Some carriers have truly unlimited data plans, and we list a few below from AT&T and Verizon. In this case, you can use as much data as you
want without fear of throttled speeds. Compare unlimited data plans from top mobile carriers. The cheapest plans are Mint Mobiles unlimited plan and Visible+ from Visible. These are prepaid options, which are generally less expensive than postpaid plans. Verizon and AT&T offer some great value with their plans if you opt for multiple lines. If you
need a single line, Visible+ from Visible or Essentials Saver from T-Mobile is your best bet. Filter your results: Lets break down our top unlimited plans. Weve narrowed down choices based on budget, single-line value, multiple-line value and promotional perks. Mint Mobile Unlimited is one of the cheapest unlimited data plans out there. For $15/mo.,
youll get unlimited data on T-Mobiles 4G LTE and 5G networks. This is a prepaid plan, meaning you pay your bill ahead of time for a set period of service, whereas postpaid plans send you a bill at the end of the month. For Mint Mobile Unlimited, youll pay $45 for three months of service. Affordable This plan is just $15/mo., one of the most affordable
unlimited data plans available. T-Mobiles network Mint Mobile uses T-Mobiles network, so it provides great coverage. Prepaid Depending on your needs, prepaid plans can be a great way control the cost of your phone bill in a flexible way. Throttling Mint Mobile will throttle your speeds if you use over 40 GB of data per month. Limited perks Prepaid
plans have limited perks, and Mint Mobile Unlimited is no exception. Theres limited hotspot data with the unlimited plan, which is a strong suit for other postpaid unlimited plans. T-Mobiles Essentials Saver plan offers the best value for a single line since it is just $50/mo. for one line. It includes unlimited 5G and 4G LTE data and 50 GB of premium
data. It also provides unlimited 3G mobile hotspot data and text in 215+ countries. However, T-Mobile will throttle your speeds if you exceed 50 GB per month. Value This plan has great value for single-line users. Hotspot data As a budget pick plan, the unlimited hotspot data is a major perk. Multiple lines You can sign up for multiple lines with this
plan. You can get two lines for $80/mo., but if you need more, opt for a different plan. Throttling T-Mobile will throttle your speeds if you exceed 50 GB per month. 3G hotspot speeds The unlimited hotspot is 3G, which could be slow for most internet activities. If you have a large household and need 3+ lines, then AT&Ts Unlimited Premium is a great
option. The more lines you get, the cheaper it will be. Compared to the other top-tier plans from Verizon and T-Mobile, AT&T Unlimited Premium is a great deal for a family with 3+ phones. Youll get your unlimited data and 60 GB of hotspot data per line per month, one of the higher hotspot data allowances. It also comes with AT&T ActiveArmor
advanced security. This plan also provides truly unlimited data, so your speeds wont get slowed down if you exceed a certain data amount in one month. Truly unlimited AT&T Unlimited Premium is truly unlimited. AT&T will not throttle your speeds during times of network congestion. Value AT&T Unlimited Premium provides great value if you sign
up for multiple lines. Hotspot data This plan comes with 60 GB of hotspot data per line per month. Advanced Security This plan includes AT&T ActiveArmor advanced security. Price For a single line, this is an expensive plan. Its best value is with multiple-line accounts. Perks Aside from AT&T ActiveArmor security, this plan lacks the perks that
Verizon and T-Mobile offer with their plans. If you like perks with your plans, look no further than Verizon Unlimited Ultimate. Verizon is known for its perks with all its services, whether its fiber internet, 5G internet or mobile phone plans. With Unlimited Ultimate, youll get unlimited data on Verizons 5G Ultra Wideband network, 60 GB of premium
mobile hotspot data per month, 50% off select plans, high-speed international data, talk and text and the option to get Verizon 5G Home Internet for as low as $25/mo. Youll also get to choose between these perks: The Disney Bundle (Hulu, Disney+ and ESPN+), Netflix and Max subscriptions (with ads), Apple One, a Walmart+ Membership, an Apple
Music family plan, 100 GB of mobile hotspot data, Smartwatch Data and Safety, +Play Monthly Credit, 3 TravelPass days or 2 TB of cloud storage. No matter which one you choose, its $10/mo. and you can switch to a different perk whenever you want. Truly unlimited Verizon Unlimited Ultimate provides truly unlimited data and wont slow your
speeds of you exceed a data threshold. Perks Verizons offers great perks with its plans, and you can get the most from Unlimited Ultimate. Hotspot data You get 60 GB of hotspot data per month with Unlimited Ultimate. Discount on home internet With Unlimited Ultimate you can get Verizon 5G Home Internet for as low as $25/mo. Price This is an
expensive plan, especially if you are only signing up for one or two lines. Unlimited data plans are ideal for those who rely heavily on their mobile device for daily internet activities like browsing and streaming. If you do not have an unlimited plan and find yourself constantly exceeding your data limit, it may be time to consider upgrading to an
unlimited plan to avoid overage fees. Its also worth considering an unlimited plan if you have a large household. Most unlimited plans like those mentioned above get cheaper as you add more lines to your account. One of the cheapest unlimited mobile plans is Mint Mobiles Unlimited plan for just $15/mo. Visible also has some affordable options
starting at $20/mo. Yes, most unlimited plans come with hotspot data. Top tier plans like AT&Ts Unlimited Premium and Verizons Unlimited Ultimate come with 60 GB per month, while others like Mint Mobile come with just 10 GB of slower hotspot data it all depends on your provider. The average monthly cellphone bill is $144/mo. The best
unlimited data plans used to come with prices nearly as limitless as all that data you were getting. Thankfully, those days are over, as you can find an plan that will cost you $30/month or less in fact, there are multiple options at that low rate.I started tracking cell phone plans for Tom's Guide a decade ago, and back then, you could expect to pay
around $80/month for unlimited data. You'll still find plans that cost that much, but lower-priced options are more common than ever. The trick is to look beyond the big-name carriers T-Mobile, AT&T and Verizon to find lower rates. You can also lower your monthly cost by paying for a full year of service in advance. Either way, the best unlimited data
plans are no longer out of reach if you're on a tighter budget.As part of my research into the best cell phone plans overall, I've found that Visible is the best choice for most people when it comes to unlimited data especially after the carrier cut the rate on my favorite plan. A good alternative to Visible is Mint Mobile, which offers one of the best cheap
cell phone plans under $40 that includes unlimited data, though you will have to pay for a year of service in advance to get Mint's best rate. Among the big-name phone carriers, AT&T has one of the best lower-priced options, while T-Mobile is the place to turn for family plans with unlimited data. That said, I also like the family plan options at Total
Wireless if you want unlimited data on the cheap.Because there's no one-size-fits-all approach to unlimited data, I've included several other options from other carriers at different price ranges that may be more appropriate for your needs and budget, whether you do a lot of traveling, want a guaranteed rate or just like plans with lots of perks.The best
unlimited data plans you can get todayWhy you can trust Tom's GuideOur writers and editors spend hours analyzing and reviewing products, services, and apps to help find what's best for you. Find out more about how we test, analyze, and rate.The best unlimited data plan overallThe best unlimited plan from a major carrierThe best unlimited plan
valueThe best unlimited plan for familiesThe best prepaid unlimited family planThe most flexible unlimited planBest unlimited data plan for travelersThe best unlimited data plan rate guaranteeBest prepaid plan perksBest unlimited data plans comparedHere's a look at all of the best unlimited data plans we've recommended above, all in one place, so
you can compare what a single line of data costs each month. (For plans like Mint's, we've marked where you have to pay for a year of service in advance, and what your total cost would be.) To help families judge how much they'd pay for data, we've included the per-line cost for a 4-line plan note that 2- and 3-line offerings may have different monthly
rates, owing to variable discounts.The high-speed data allotment lists the amount of data you can consume each month with each plan before you will experience slower speeds for the remainder of the billing cycle.Swipe to scroll horizontallyUnlimited planHigh speed data allotmentSingle-line monthly pricePer-line price for 4 linesVisible
Plus50GB$35$35AT&T Value Plus VLSpeeds can be slowed when network congested$51$31Mint Mobile Unlimited DataUnlimited$30 (requires a year prepayment)$30 (requires a year prepayment)T-Mobile Go 5G100GB$75$38 (3rd line is free)Total Wireless Total 5GUnlimited$50$27.50 (4th line is free)Verizon Unlimited PlusUnlimited$80$45Google
Fi Unlimited Premium100GB$65$40Boost Mobile30GB$25$25Cricket Unlimited + 15GB Mobile HotspotUnlimited$60$33How to pick the best unlimited data plan for youBesides making sure to choose a carrier that offers good service in your area ask friends and family about the coverage they get consider both price and perks. With the best
unlimited data plans from major carriers ranging in price from $60 to $90 per month, pick the plan that fits in your budget or turn to a discount carrier like Mint or Visible. Also consider what benefits each wireless carrier includes with their different tiers of unlimited data.Wondering if you need unlimited data? Unless youre streaming video and
music fairly regularly, you probably can get away with a tiered data plan, like the ones offered by AT&T and Verizon. Mint and Tello have less expensive tiered data plans, too.While we have a separate guide to the best family cell phone plan options, most of the unlimited plans featured here allow you to add extra lines, usually at discounted per-line
rates. The exception is Visible, which charges the same rate for each line you add. Mint's approach to family plans is to offer the same discounted rate for each line of data, so unlimited plans would cost $30 per line, assuming you commit to the full year of service.Frequently asked questions about unlimited data plansThat depends. While you do
technically get unlimited data on all of these plans, some carriers will impose a restriction somewhere in the plan that limits the amount of high-speed data that you can use.AT&T reserves the right to start throttling data at 50GB for Unlimited Extra; Unlimited Starter customers can be throttled at any time. Unlimited Premium customers don't have to
worry about caps, though, as AT&T has removed that limitation from its most expensive plan. T-Mobile lets you use 100GB of data before throttling can begin on its Go5G plan, but that restriction disappears if you upgrade to Go5G Plus. Our favorite plan Visible Plus has a 50GB cap before slowdowns kick in.But not every plan comes with this
limitation. Verizon doesn't put a cap on data usage for any of its unlimited plans, though the cheapest Welcome Unlimited option can experience slower speeds if Verizon's network is congested. Mint just removed the cap on data usage, joining Total Wireless and Cricket in having no caps.There could also be limits on the quality of video you can
stream some plans restrict video streaming to 480p, requiring you to pay more for HD video streaming. Many plans also impose limits on hotspot data, only allotting a limited amount of high-speed hotspot data. This isn't really as big of an issue as it sounds. For the average person, hotspotting is simply an added benefit and you won't really lose out
too much by being limited on it.Our guide to the best family cell phone plans has specific recommendations on the best options for people who need multiple lines of data, but here's a quick summary on unlimited data for families.Multiple lines of unlimited data sounds like a costly proposition, and it can be, though there are ways you can keep your
monthly bill lower while still making sure each member of your family gets unlimited data. The first thing to do is see which carriers offer discounts as you add more lines to your plan. This is a common practice with plans from AT&T, T-Mobile and Verizon, but harder to find with prepaid carriers. As good as Visible's unlimited plan is, for example,
there's no discount for adding another line of data to your plan. At Total Wireless, in contrast, your per line price drops as you add lines.Another thing to look out for is whether carriers let you mix and match different plans. At T-Mobile, everyone has to be on the same unlimited plan, while Verizon lets you swap in different plans for different lines.
That way, a parent could have the perk-filled (and more expensive) Unlimited Plus plan while their kids could make do with the cheaper Unlimited Welcome option. Mint family plans let some members choose unlimited data while others can opt for tiered data.Family plans can also get more perks as you add lines. A second line of T-Mobile's Go5G
plan makes you eligible for the carrier's Netflix on Us option, where it picks up the cost of the streaming service for you.Get instant access to breaking news, the hottest reviews, great deals and helpful tips.
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